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Abstract

The Warren L. Brasher Papers is composed of memorandums, operating manuals, handbooks,
professional papers, publications, articles, presentations, books, technical reports, and
miscellaneous materials, created, used, or collected by Warren L. Brasher during his career
working at NASA. He worked at Johnson Space Center from 1966 through at least the late
2000s. The bulk of the collection is composed of professional papers Brasher authored or co-
authored reports relating to Apollo and Space Shuttle programs; technical reports on NASA
programs; and official NASA reports. There are also a number of handbooks and other records
on the Apollo Lunar Module propulsion system, on which Brasher worked between 1966 and the
early 1970s. A good amount of official NASA records exist on the testing and selection of
propellants for the Space Shuttle Main Engine (SSME) during the 1970s and early 1980s, as the
Space Shuttle Orbiter was being developed.

Extent: approximately 3.15 linear feet
Language(s): English
Repository

University of Houston-Clear Lake Archives and Special Collections, Alfred R. Neumann
Library, 2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston, TX 77058-1002

Restrictions on Access: There are no known restrictions on accessing this collection.
Restrictions on Use
A number of materials in this collection was produced for NASA by contractors on work for-hire

contracts. Many of the contractors copyrighted or patented the information or designs or content
included in the publications in this collection. As such, the University of Houston-Clear Lake



Archives and Special Collections does not own the copyright to all the materials in this
collection. Materials created by government agencies such as NASA are public use; but materials
created by private organizations other than NASA retain their copyright, and the copyright
remains with the creator and organization, under Title 17 of the U.S. Copyright Law.
Researchers are responsible for obtaining permission from the copyright holder(s) to use
materials beyond the "fair use" clause of the U.S. Copyright Law.

Some of the technical and scientific information in this collection may fall under the
International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) of the United States government. As such, it
cannot be shared online, digitally, or in hardcopy format with individuals residing in, citizens of,
or representatives of the countries deemed as being restricted for U.S. citizens to share such
information. Researchers interested in publication of the technical and scientific information are
required to consult the appropriate NASA officials prior to doing so; otherwise, researchers who
do not receive permission from NASA may face federal prosecution for breaking ITAR
regulations.
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Acquisition

The collection was donated to the University of Houston-Clear Lake Archives and Special
Collections by Warren L. Brasher in November 2014.

Related Material

Charles W. Yodzis Papers, HSF-71, University of Houston-Clear Lake Archives and Special
Collections, Alfred R. Neumann Library, 2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston, TX 77058-1002 [a
large amount of records from Warren L. Brasher are housed in his supervisor Yodzis’ papers]

Processing Information

The collection had a general order when it was received from the donor, with materials grouped
in individual folders. The collection was in the middle of being arranged and described between
2019 and 2021, when staffing issues and the COVD-19 pandemic interrupted the work. With the
implementation of a new collection policy and processing manual for the UHCL Archives, the
Brasher Papers’ initial arrangement done by previous archives’ staff was re-worked in order to
better match the new professional description and preservation standards. Basic preservation was
conducted by the processing archivist, including removing rusting bindings from documents
where necessary. In keeping with the Archives’ processing policies, duplicate materials were
removed from the collection.

Processed by: Tamatha Brumley, June 2023.



Arrangement: Materials were arranged according to the original layout as stored by the donor.
Biographical Note

Warren L. Brasher joined the NASA Manned Spacecraft Center (later Johnson Space Center) in
coastal Houston, Texas, in 1966. He went to work under branch chief Charles Yodzis in the
Primary Propulsion Branch of the Propulsion and Power Division in the late 1960s and early
1970s. There is not much information on his work in the 1970s. In 1986, Brasher was serving as
part of the Advanced Programs Office at Johnson Space Center. He became assistant to the
Director of Engineering for the Space Shuttle later. In 1993, Acting Engineering Director
Leonard Nicholson named Brasher as the new Chief of the Propulsion and Power Division.
Brasher would become Head of Propulsion in 2006.

Brasher received a NASA Certificate of Appreciation in 1981, a Certificate of Commendation in
1995, and an Outstanding Leadership Medal in 2001. He was a member of the Johnson Space
Center’s Mission Operations “Pirates” team which received the “Hammer Award” from Vice
President Al Gore for designs used in developing the new Johnson Space Center Mission Control
Center.

Scope and Content

The collection is composed of memorandums, operating manuals, handbooks, professional
papers, publications, articles, presentations, books, technical reports, and miscellaneous
materials, created, used, or collected by Warren L. Brasher during his career working at NASA.
He worked at Johnson Space Center from 1966 through at least the late 2000s. Most of his area
of focus was in space vehicle propulsion and propellants, having contributed to the Apollo and
Space Shuttle Programs.

The bulk of the collection is composed of professional papers Brasher authored or co-authored
reports relating to Apollo and Space Shuttle programs; technical reports on NASA programs; and
official NASA reports. There are also a number of handbooks and other records on the Apollo
Lunar Module propulsion system, on which Brasher worked between 1966 and the early 1970s.
A good amount of official NASA records exist on the testing and selection of propellants for the
Space Shuttle Main Engine (SSME) during the 1970s and early 1980s, as the Space Shuttle
Orbiter was being developed.
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Briefing and Transmittal Memo

SSME Technical Status Presentation to Dr. Faget

Shuttle System Requirements that Design Space
Shuttle Main Engine Presentation and
Transmittal Memo

Open Engine Acceptance Test Issues Memo from
Space Shuttle Program Manager to MSFC/
Manager, Space Shuttle Projects Office

SSME Low Power Level Thrust Oscillations
Presentation

SSME Post Acceptance Test Issues
Presentation to Space Shuttle Program Office
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