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Abstract 

 

The NASA Apollo Press Releases is composed of original press releases, press kits, flight plans, 

NASA crew photographs, brochures, scientific reports, press conference records, newspaper 

clippings and articles, and miscellaneous materials, for every NASA Apollo Program mission 

from Apollo 7 through Apollo 17. The materials largely are original period copies distributed by 

NASA and Johnson Space Center.  

 

The most significant and largest part of the collection are the original Apollo mission press 

releases, including hour-by-hour and day-by-day releases providing constant updates on the 

progress of the missions. This is the most complete collection of press information for the Apollo 

Program missions outside of the originals housed at the National Archives and Records 

Administration. This collection also includes brochures and other officially released materials 

from NASA, such as original public flight plans, transcripts of post-Apollo flight press 

conferences, and moon rock specimen testing results.  

 

Extent: 20 linear feet (48 boxes) 

 

Language(s): English 

 

Repository:  

 

University of Houston-Clear Lake Archives and Special Collections, Alfred R. Neumann 

Library, 2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston, TX 77058-1002  

 

Restrictions on Access: There are no restrictions on accessing this collection. 
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Restrictions on Use  

 

There are no known restrictions on using this collection. Materials created by government 

agencies such as NASA are public use; but materials created by private organizations other than 

NASA retain their copyright. In that case, the copyright remains with the creator and 

organization, under Title 17 of the U.S. Copyright Law. Researchers are responsible for 

obtaining permission from the copyright holder(s) to use materials beyond the "fair use" clause 

of the U.S. Copyright Law. The copyright status of the various edited versions of Associated 

Press teletype press releases issued from NASA is unclear, though it is thought that the material 

is public record.  

 

Preferred Citation  

 

[Item name or title], [Box Numbers], [Folder Numbers], NASA Apollo Press Releases, HSF-3, 

University of Houston-Clear Lake Archives and Special Collections, Alfred R. Neumann 

Library, 2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston, TX 77058-1002  

 

Acquisition  

 

The collection was donated to either Johnson Space Center History Office or the University of 

Houston-Clear Lake sometime in the late 1980s by an unidentified donor. The donation was 

made prior to the establishment of the University of Houston-Clear Lake Archives in 1989. The 

collection was accessioned and processed as a collection in 2002. 

 

Processing Information 

 

The original collection was numbered according to a pre-2022 numbering system, which was the 

accession number for the collection. This was composed of the year in which the collection was 

accessioned into the UHCL Archives’ holdings, and the number of the collection in the order it 

was accessioned. For example, the original collection number for this collection, “2002-0007”, 

should be interpreted as “2002, 7th collection accessioned that year.” Folders in the collection 

were numbered using a number for the box number, followed by a short dash, followed by the 

folder number, placed on the far-right side of the folder tab. For example, Box 1, Folder 1, would 

be written as “1-1.”  

 

Starting in 2022, the UHCL Archives began implementing a new collection numbering system to 

better reflect the various collecting area categories of the Archives, and to make locating and 

identifying which collections belonged to which collecting areas within the Archives’ storages 

areas and shelves. The NASA Apollo Press Release’s collection number was changed from 

“2002-0007” to HSF-3, which represents “Human Space Flight Collection, collection number 3 

within this category. 

 

When the collection was originally processed, collection number and full title were not listed on 

the folders. Many of the folders have short-hand notations, abbreviations, or random letters (like 

“I”) that were not explained in the original finding aid. These are being left as in, with the 
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collection description being updated in a new finding aid template until future relabeling efforts 

can be applied.  

 

Processed by: Unknown University of Houston-Clear Lake Archives personnel, 2002; finding 

aid updated by Elizabeth C. Wheeler, Matthew M. Peek, July 2022.  

 

Arrangement  

 

The collection is arranged in order of NASA Apollo mission number and date. Press releases are 

organized according to time and day order of the missions. All other materials have no specific 

arrangement for each mission in the collection.  

 

Scope and Content   

 

This collection is composed of original press releases, press kits, flight plans, NASA crew 

photographs, brochures, scientific reports, press conference records, newspaper clippings and 

articles, and miscellaneous materials, for every NASA Apollo Program mission from Apollo 7 

through Apollo 17. The materials largely are original period copies distributed by NASA and 

Johnson Space Center, and as such are records in the public domain. A number of the press 

releases are original copies given to the Associated Press by NASA.  

 

The most significant and largest part of the collection are the original Apollo mission press 

releases, including hour-by-hour and day-by-day releases providing constant updates on the 

progress of the missions. This is the most complete collection of press information for the Apollo 

Program missions outside of the originals housed at the National Archives and Records 

Administration. Press releases were typed on a brittle teletype paper, with many including 

editorial marks and corrections showing decisions being made prior to newspaper publication of 

the information. This collection also includes brochures and other officially released materials 

from NASA, such as original public flight plans, transcripts of post-Apollo flight press 

conferences, and moon rock specimen testing results.  

 

Subject Terms 

 

Corporate Names  

 

Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center 

 Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center. Office of Public Affairs 

United States. National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

 

Geographic Name 

 

Cape Canaveral (Fla.) 

Houston (Tex.) 
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Topical Term 

 

Apollo 7 (Spacecraft) 

Apollo 8 (Spacecraft)  

Apollo 9 (Spacecraft) 

 Apollo 10 (Spacecraft) 

 Apollo 11 (Spacecraft) 

 Apollo 12 (Spacecraft) 

 Apollo 13 (Spacecraft) 

 Apollo 14 (Spacecraft) 

Apollo 15 (Spacecraft) 

Apollo 16 (Spacecraft) 

Apollo 17 (Spacecraft) 

Manned space flight--History 

Manned Spacecraft Center (U.S.)     

Moon--Origin 

Project Apollo (U.S.) 

Space--Social aspects--History 

 United States. National Aeronautics and Space Administration—History 

 United States. National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Office of Public Affairs 

 

Genre/Physical Characteristic 

 

Clippings 

Press kits 

Press releases 

Technical reports 

 

Collection Inventory 

 

Box/Folder  Description       Date                             

  

1/1   General Apollo Program brochure                          1960s 

 

1/2-9   Apollo 7: Press releases—Launch and Pre-launch              October 11, 1968 

 

1/10-19  Apollo 7: Press releases—Second Day               October 12, 1968 

 

1/20-23  Apollo 7: Press releases—Third Day                October 13, 1968 

 

1/24-30  Apollo 7: Press releases—Fourth Day               October 14, 1968 

 

1/31-35 Apollo 7: Press releases—Fifth Day                October 15, 1968 

 

2/1-5  Apollo 7: Press releases—Fifth Day                October 15, 1968 
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2/6-11  Apollo 7: Press releases—Sixth Day                October 16, 1968 

 

2/12-17 Apollo 7: Press releases—Seventh Day               October 17, 1968 

 

2/18-25 Apollo 7: Press releases—Eighth Day               October 18, 1968 

 

2/26-32 Apollo 7: Press releases—Ninth Day                October 19, 1968 

 

2/33-36 Apollo 7: Press releases—Tenth Day                October 20, 1968 

 

3/1-8  Apollo 7: Press releases—Eleventh Day               October 21, 1968 

 

3/9-17  Apollo 7: Press releases—Twelfth Day   October 22, 1968 

 

3/18-20 Apollo 7: Press releases—Return to Cape Kennedy         October 23, 1968 

 

3/21   Changes in Shift of press briefing                         October 16, 1968 

 

3/22   Crew news conference                           September 20, 1968 

 

3/23   Crew at the White House                          November 12, 1968 

 

3/24   Flight Plan                             September 16, 1968 

 

3/25  Fragments of mission transcript    Undated 

 

3/26  Preliminary press kit      October 6, 1968 

 

4/4-14  Apollo 8: Press releases—Launch and Pre-launch  December 21, 1968 

 

4/15-20 Apollo 8: Press releases—Second Day    December 22, 1968 

 

4/21-28 Apollo 8: Press releases—Third Day    December 23, 1968 

 

5/1-11  Apollo 8: Press releases—Fourth Day (Moon orbit)  December 24, 1968 

 

5/12-20 Apollo 8: Press releases—Fifth Day     December 25, 1968 

 

5/21-28 Apollo 8: Press releases—Sixth Day     December 26, 1968 

 

6/1-17  Apollo 8: Press releases—Seventh Day    December 27, 1968 

(Splash and Post-flight)   

      

7/1-5  Apollo 8—Press releases—Seventh Day   December 27, 1968 

 

7/6  Brochure and photo      1968 



6 

 

 

7/7  Crew Briefing Press Conference    December 19, 1968 

 

7/8-9  Flight Plan (and Related Materials)    November 22, 1968 

 

7/10-11 Mission Commentary      December 23-27,  

1968 

 

8/1  Mission Planning and Analysis press conference  December 19, 1968 

 

8/2  Post-flight press conference     January 9, 1969 

 

8/3  Post-recovery press conferences    December 27, 1968 

 

8/4  Press Kit       December 15, 1968 

 

8/5-19  Apollo 9: Press releases—Launch & pre-launch   March 3, 1969 

 

9/1-9  Apollo 9: Press releases—Third Day    March 5, 1969 

 

9/10-17 Apollo 9: Press releases—Fourth Day   March 6, 1969 

 

9/18-22 Apollo 9: Press releases—Fifth Day    March 7, 1969 

 

10/1-4  Apollo 9: Press releases—Sixth Day    March 8, 1969 

 

10/5-7  Apollo 9: Press releases—Seventh Day   March 9, 1969 

 

10/8-14 Apollo 9: Press releases—Eighth Day   March 10, 1969 

 

10/15-20 Apollo 9: Press releases—Ninth Day    March 11, 1969 

 

10/21-26 Apollo 9: Press releases—Tenth Day    March 12, 1969 

 

11/1-7  Splashdown       March 13, 1969 

 

11/8-21 Apollo 10: Press releases—Launch & pre-launch  May 18, 1969 

 

12/1-10 Apollo 10: Press releases—Second Day   May 19, 1969 

 

12/11-20 Apollo 10: Press releases—Third Day   May 20, 1969 

 

13/1-9  Apollo 10: Press releases—Fourth Day   May 21, 1969 

 

13/10-21 Apollo 10: Press releases—Fifth Day    May 22, 1969 
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14/1-9  Apollo 10: Press releases—Sixth Day   May 23, 1969 

 

14/10-22 Apollo 10: Press releases—Seventh Day   May 24, 1969 

 

15/1-8  Apollo 10: Press releases—Eighth Day   May 25, 1969 

 

15/9-15 Apollo 10: Press releases—Last Day    May 27, 1969 

 

15/16-23 Apollo 10: Press releases—Advances   early June 1969 

 

15/24-31 Apollo 10: Press releases—Pre-launch up to launch  mid July 1969 

minus one day 

 

16/1-13 Apollo 11: Press releases—Day before launch  July 15, 1969 

 

16/14-34 Apollo 11: Press releases—Blastoff & first day  July 16, 1969 

 

17/1-13 Apollo 11: Press releases—Second Day   July 17, 1969 

 

17/14-34 Apollo 11: Press releases—Third Day   July 18, 1969 

 

18/1-10 Apollo 11: Press releases—Fourth Day   July 19, 1969 

 

18/11-30 Apollo 11: Press releases—Moonwalk   July 20, 1969 

 

19/1-17 Apollo 11: Press releases—Sixth Day: Lunar Liftoff  July 21, 1969 

and TEI 

   

19/18-27 Apollo 11: Press releases—Seventh Day   July 22, 1969 

 

20/1-12 Apollo 11: Press releases—Eighth Day   July 23, 1969 

 

20/13-24 Apollo 11: Press releases—Splashdown   July 24, 1969 

 

21/1-4  Apollo 11: Press releases—Splashdown   July 24, 1969 

 

21/5-13 Apollo 11: Press releases—Splashdown + One  July 25, 1969 

 

21/14-22 Apollo 11: Press releases—Homecoming   July 26, 1969 

 

21/23-26 Apollo 11: Press releases—Post mission   July 27, 1969 

 

22/1-5  Apollo 11: Press releases—Re: first moon rock briefing July 28, 1969 

 

22/6-22 Apollo 11: Press releases—Misc. post mission articles late July, 1969 
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22/23-33 Apollo 11: Press releases—LRL Period   July-August, 1969 

 

23/1-12 Mission Commentary—Transcript     July 16-20, 1969 

 

23/23-33 Mission Commentary—Transcript    July 20-21, 1969 

 

24/1-8  Mission Commentary—Transcript    July 22-24, 1969 

 

24/9  Change of shift briefing     July 22, 1969 

 

24/10  Current News Special Pt. 2     July-August 1969 

 

24/11  First Anniversary Kit      1970 

 

24/12  Flight Plan (final)      July 1, 1969 

 

25/1  Lunar Receiving Laboratory Press Conference  July 23, 1969 

 

25/2  PET Summary of lunar samples    September 15, 1969 

 

25/3  Post Recovery Briefing     July 24, 1969 

 

25/4  Post TEI Press Briefing     July 22, 1969 

 

25/5  Preliminary Science Report     1969 

 

25/6  Press Conference Re: Rock Samples    September 15, 1969 

 

25/7-8  Press Kit       1969 

 

25/9-17 Apollo 12: Press releases—Pre-launch and First Day November 14, 1969 

 

26/1-5  Apollo 12: Press releases—Pre-launch and First Day November 14, 1969 

 

26/6-12 Apollo 12: Press releases—Second Day   November 15, 1969 

 

26/13-18 Apollo 12: Press releases—Third Day   November 16, 1969 

 

26/19-24 Apollo 12: Press releases—Fourth Day   November 17, 1969 

 

27/1-9  Apollo 12: Press releases—Fifth Day (Moon landing) November 18, 1969 

 

27/10-22 Apollo 12: Press releases—Sixth Day (Moon walks)  November 19, 1969 

 

28/1-19 Apollo 12: Press releases—Seventh Day   November 20, 1969 
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28/20-26 Apollo 12: Press releases—Eighth Day   November 21, 1969 

 

29/1-6  Apollo 12: Press releases—Ninth Day   November 22, 1969 

 

29/7-8  Apollo 12: Press releases—Tenth Day   November 23, 1969 

 

29/9-24 Apollo 12: Press releases—Spashdown   November 24, 1969 

 

30/1-9  Apollo 13: Press releases—Mission Abort Day  April 13, 1970 

 

30/10-22 Apollo 14: Press releases—Launch    January 31, 1971 

 

31/1-10 Apollo 14: Press releases—Second Day   February 1, 1971 

 

31/11-20 Apollo 14: Press releases—Third Day   February 2, 1971 

 

31/21-28 Apollo 14: Press releases—Fourth Day   February 3, 1971 

 

32/1-4  Apollo 14: Press releases—Fourth Day   February 3, 1971 

 

32/5-14 Apollo 14: Press releases—Fifth Day    February 4, 1971 

  

32/15-20 Apollo 14: Press releases—Sixth Day (Moonwalk)  February 5, 1971 

 

33/1-14 Apollo 14: Press releases—Sixth Day   February 5, 1971 

 

33/15-22 Apollo 14: Press releases—Seventh Day   February 6, 1971 

 

34/1-12 Apollo 14: Press releases—Seventh Day   February 6, 1971 

 

34/13-17 Apollo 14: Press releases—Eighth Day   February 7, 1971 

 

34/18-25 Apollo 14: Press releases—Ninth Day   February 8, 1971 

 

35/1-16 Apollo 14: Press releases—Tenth Day (Splashdown) February 9, 1971 

 

35/17-35 Apollo 14: Press releases—Home and pre-Apollo   Feb-March 1971 

  15 stories 

 

36/1-17 Apollo 15: Press releases—Pre-launch and launch  July 26,1971 

 

36/18-27 Apollo 15: Press releases—Second and Third Day  July 27-28,1971 

 

37/1-6  Apollo 15: Press releases—Third and Fourth Day  July 28-29,1971 

 

37/7-14 Apollo 15: Press releases—Fourth and Fifth Day  July 29-30,1971 
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37/15-24 Apollo 15: Press releases—Fifth and Sixth Day  July 30-31,1971 

 

38/1-15 Apollo 15: Press releases—Sixth and Seventh Day  July 31-August 1,  

1971 

 

38/16-22 Apollo 15: Press releases—Seventh and Eighth Day  August 1-2, 1971 

 

38/23-29 Apollo 15: Press releases—Eighth and Ninth Day  August 2-3, 1971 

 

39/1-6  Apollo 15: Press releases—Eighth and Ninth Day  August 2-3, 1971 

 

39/7-13 Apollo 15: Press releases—Ninth and Tenth Day  August 3-4, 1971 

  

39/14-22 Apollo 15: Press releases—Tenth and Eleventh Day  August 4-5, 1971 

 

39/23-28 Apollo 15: Press releases—Eleventh and Twelfth Day August 5-6, 1971 

 

40/1-8  Apollo 15: Press releases—Twelfth and Thirteenth Day August 6-7, 1971 

 

40/9-13 Apollo 15: Press releases—Post mission   August 1971 

 

40/14  Apollo 15: Press releases—Undated articles   Undated 

 

40/15  Apollo 15: Final Flight Plan     September 1971 

 

41/1  Apollo 15: Flight Plan (final change A)   September 1971 

 

41/2  Apollo 15: Flight Plan (final change B)   September 1971 

 

41/3  Apollo 15: Personnel list     July 1971 

 

41/4  Apollo 15: Press kit      1971 

 

41/5  Apollo 15: Press kit (longer detailed version)  1971 

 

41/6  Apollo 15: Booklet “On the Moon with Apollo 15”  June 1971 

 

41/7-14 Apollo 16: Press releases—Launch and Second Day  April 16-17, 1972 

 

41/15-20 Apollo 16: Press releases—Second and Third Day  April 17-18, 1972 

 

42/1-7  Apollo 16: Press releases—Third and Fourth Day  April 18-19, 1972 

 

42/8-16 Apollo 16: Press releases—Fourth and Fifth Day  April 19-20, 1972 
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42/17-31 Apollo 16: Press releases—Fifth Day    April 20, 1972 

 

43/1-11 Apollo 16: Press releases—Sixth Day   April 21, 1972 

 

43/12-19 Apollo 16: Press releases—Seventh Day   April 22, 1972 

 

43/20-28 Apollo 16: Press releases—Eighth Day   April 23, 1972 

 

44/1-7  Apollo 16: Press releases—Ninth Day   April 24, 1972 

 

44/8-14 Apollo 16: Press releases—Tenth Day   April 25, 1972 

 

44/15-19 Apollo 16: Press releases—Eleventh Day   April 26, 1972 

 

44/20-29 Apollo 16: Press releases—Twelfth Day (Splashdown) April 27, 1972 

 

45/1-8  Apollo 17: Press releases—Launch    December 6, 1972 

 

45/9-15 Apollo 17: Press releases—Second Day   December 7, 1972 

 

45/16-21 Apollo 17: Press releases—Third Day   December 8, 1972 

 

 

45/22-26 Apollo 17: Press releases—Fourth Day   December 9, 1972 

 

46/1-5  Apollo 17: Press releases—Fifth Day    December 10, 1972 

 

46/6-16 Apollo 17: Press releases—Sixth Day   December 11, 1972 

  

46/17-25 Apollo 17: Press releases—Seventh Day   December 12, 1972 

 

47/1-12 Apollo 17: Press releases—Eighth Day (last words   December 13, 1972 

from the moon )  

  

47/13-24 Apollo 17: Press releases—Ninth Day   December 14, 1972 

 

47/25-29 Apollo 17: Press releases—Tenth Day   December 15, 1972 

 

48/1-8  Apollo 17: Press releases—Eleventh Day   December 16, 1972 

 

48/9-10 Apollo 17: Press releases—Twelfth Day    December 17, 1972 

 

(Evans Spacewalk)    

48/11-17 Apollo 17: Press releases—Press Conference Day  December 18, 1972 

 

4818-19 Apollo 17: Photographs—Official Photographs   December 1972 
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48/20-25 Apollo 17: Photographs—Not identified    Undated 

(people, mission, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 


