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This subseries consists of documents related to the design and operation of orbital docking
mechanisms for spacecraft rendezvous. This includes correspondence, contractor reports,
design notes, and other materials related to Apollo, Skylab, Space Shuttle, and Space
Station docking technology. In addition, the subseries includes information on international
docking systems (with emphasis on the Soviet Salyut spacecraft). Of particular interest is a
large group of materials from the early 1960's on the subject of Lunar Orbital Rendezvous.
They originate with the papers of John C. Houbolt, D. Brainerd Holmes, and John Eggleston.
The documents are dated from 1960 through 1988 and were collected by Mark Clark in the
course of research for a historical thesis on docking technology. (A copy of the completed
paper is included in the series.) Material is arranged chronologically. Reports are filed
separately from the correspondence.
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