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This is Hevin Enight and Sam MoJunkin interviewing ITmogene
Erowmmerhop on Juns &, DWES,

Feaving  Mra. Beuammeebhop, when wees vou born™?

M, Eaeo 1918, Apreil 28, 1918,

Feviny O.E. Were yvou born in Beabrook?

M. Ber o Mo

Fevineg  How did yvou happen to move to Seabrook?

Mrrs. Baroo My husband was born in Beabeook.  He Lived hees beea
all of his life and I met him.  We were macvied and owe obd ldeaen

started school when we moved to Ssabrook permanently, but he
Lived in Seabrook.

Favimg Wheres were you boen'?

Mg, BHai Iowas boen i Pdos Val ey, Tessas. Th™ s wup mesr
Murmtsvi Ll

Fevin: What are vouwr earliest menories of Seabrook?

Mirs. B.r Well Seabreook was sooboa Fun plaocs bo liwve i bhe

clays. We Lived up in Seabrook eight mnext to the fire stabtion.

Yoo know wherse bthe fire station is% We had a little howss where
Gimo"s Jewslry is and owr ochildesn went to school in owr baok

varol practical ly becawss the school was whsrs bhe Seabrook Oity
Hal 1 was. In those davs we had no telephonss, we bhaod no waber and
smawer ., Lhowas gust oa Litble, small bown.

Feaving What are yvour fondest memories?

Mrs, Baeo Well, it was such s fun o place to LTive bto ralss
children. They had horses and all kinds of animals and everyboody
im Seabrook at that time bEnew aboub sach obher and they oseed
abrout sach other. Tt was like ome big family. Ervaryhooy were
froiends and loved and cared for sach obther. T anyihhing happsnec
Lo one person everybody was salways therse to help. Tt s just besn
a o very great place to ralise a family.

Fevims Do oyvow remsenber anyibbing funmy or exciting happening?

Mrs., BEaro Well o osours bherere a Lot of funny bhings Deoacss we
usmac to be - when they first geave us telephones we had about 8-
party Limss and it was so omuch fum to listen in o oall fhe
conversatlons evervboody had., Bub owe had severyihing here, We
played bassball.  Thalt was owe hoblby - basmsbal L and Fishing and
things like that. We had s Lot of fun plaving baseball.  &And we




Tothimk the most fun thing was we
all went to the po Loe tooget o omaill every oy when the
Leadn cams in, Thalt was a gabthering place and bhen we'd all gel
together and talk and havs fun and wisit together. One bime we
cliel havs & Fire.  We all -~ my husband was on bthe Fire department
arel ore man was on top of the house with a hose and somsones
Lurnasd the weong hose on oanod he camse sailing off of the houss,
Mose and all, but it didn®™t houet bhim very badly.  Bub thesre®s
basn & lobt of fun things happen in Sesabrook. We went Fishing and
crabbing & lobt. I oknow vouw kEnow Me. Royal - M. Fenneth Foval,
the sohool beacher. Me used o go orabbing and floundsring with
Lot oul here. A he bought some new lanterns ong bime.
sodwoa funny sbory on Eennebth bhat T'm o swere bhe owoulad gel &
ki ol ot of becauss we were crabbing one night and he baod just
Brovgght some new lanterns and Shey wouladn ™t work.  Ancd e went o
prat it back on the land before he went out into the water because
e didn®t want anyone bo steal them and he wallked off of the pier
i o bhe darbk.  Me was really swoltsd,

all went o the

Favims Do oyouw ramember anvihing teragioc happsning?

Mrs., F.ro Well, we had a lot of tragic thir Mapper, We had
peopls kBilled in acoidents and things Liks fthat.  Buob one of the
gacddest things T think T remember about Seabeook was when Tedas
ity blesw wup.  We macds a Bind of & semi-hospital abt the oommunity
Moses.  And the people were so frighbernesd in Texas City they were
ust brewing bo o get oubt, so ows set up s hospital there and kepth
everyibody that bhad been injured that could go mno further than
SBwabrook. They would catoh & ride and come to Ssabrook. Fore
about 3 or 4 days we took care of & largs group of people. A lot
cf Lhaem ware Spanish and a lobt of fthem couldn®t speak English.,

We aven had & baby boen thers during the scare.  And bthey ' d come
it oup oso baodly. Toddon™t think T%wve ever sesn anybhing oguite
Tike that. That was one of the most btragicoc things that happened.

Favime Do youw sver abbtend any schools in Ssabeook?

Mrs. Baogo Mo, T never did, bt omy children grew up and started
here and went straight through high school and now
greatgrandohildren are going here. My grandohildeen went here.
Mo T omeever olicd. Mow Sidmey oicd. My husbanod oid,

Favins Do ovow have any idea how he  gobt to school? Did bhe
H e
wal b

Mits. BHas Yes, they walked or they rode - fthey bhad & bus - bhey
called it a bus, but Pm trving to think whether it was a horse
arc & wagon o owhat.

Faving Youw said yvour ohildesn went to school herse. Do oyvouw
remnsmnber anybhing sxtremsly. .. really oot of the ordinaery about

the school that yow children told you?

M, Baoeo Well §owas iovolved in the sohool & Lot when my



children were in school. P11 hell wvouw one thing. Iodon™t krow
i oanvons btold yow that we wsed o owss Lhe communid bty hoose for
the catfeteria. And Femabh owould come over amd esal with us bheoauss
wiz got o a lot of governmant sweplus foods. Anod all the womsen in
Lhe area would cook wup the food and everviody even the residents
of  Semabeook would coms and have Lunoh with ws beocause we bhad so
much government food like potatoss and careots and corn and

all sorbts of government vegebtables.,  Anod they o senod bhem bo us
i huage hundesd pound sacks and we had to get rid of dt, so
svaryboody cams in.  Ancd Mes Bay owould help cook and we’d go
around and he’d serve evervbody with & big old pot - carey it
arounc From table to table and sseve severvbody.,  MNMow that was one
of the things that was interesting abouwt the school. A every
yiar we hao oa May Febe - svery yoae alt bhe olosse of sohool.
Everybody went o that because that was the highlight of the vear
am far as bthe school yvesar was conocernec,.  Bob ows school bad
always besen a real good school. We wsed to btabke them by bus to
Howston bo the Symphony and we o take them i bo ses bthe
different things that happened. We'd take them in the school
bus. At that Time we had & train that ran throuwgh Seabreook that
breought owr mal l every day and we’d get on the train and ride to
Galveston and back for a fislad day. We just did all socts of fun
Lhimgs with owe kids., Oy sohool *s alwavs besn one of bhe Dbest
sohoonl .

Feswvirms Was Lt & one room school ™

Mirs. Ber o Mo it had 35 oo 4 rooms., Th was buillt right whers the
city hall is whern oy childesn went bto school.

SBams  What werse soms social evenbts bthat vouw remsmber?

Mrs. BHoro There weren™t too many sooial events ab that time
seoapt bthe PTAS amnd the ohweches. They baod all of their things.
A like T osadd baseball.  That was ouwr greastest thing.
Everyboody cams to the ball gamss.  The gicrls played ancd thse bovs
played and bthe men played abowt once & wesk. Then we would go
oul of town. Thern the fire depacrtment bhas always been one of bthe
mexre or less baock wp things of Seabrook.  And owe had different
things like a wdding o ralse money whers bhe Firemen
all dressed like women.  And owe had roammsge sales. Anod owe did
svaryhhing at the community howses or bthe school for fuan Dhings.
But we had no oovies, no anybhing hers aobual ly. We'd hold
clanoces alt the community howse.  That s the sort of social things
that we did.

Gams  How cid vouw and vouwr family spend holidays 1ike Christmas?

M, Baeeoo We'd either go oup to sese bthe obhildeen®s grandparents op
mear where 1 owas Doen oor owe usual ly staved in SBeabrook cause we
always Ffelt like this was homs.  And we haod sveryboody coms bo

SGeabrook causs bthey liked to comse down bhere to fish and orab. OF
crouirses someshimes we had Dhedstmasses where yvour ooulol wear shorbs,
Tt owowlad never be that ool T wonadod be real bhob.  We did s lotb
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of outsicde bar-b-gusing and bthings 1iks that.,

Sams  What dooyow o Hal ) owsen®

M, Foe We had oa carnival at the scohool.  We always haod s lot
crf Fur bhings there and made money for the PTA.  We held a

carrival o and had oa Ffun howss and & spook hoose and all sorts of
b eact

s .

%

Bamt  What odid yvou do to celebrate youwr childeen®s bicthdays?

Mres, Boeo We used to go skabting & lob at LaPorte.  They had a big
slating rink oul betweern LaPocrte and Ssabreook on Old 14460 We'd
Fave & skating party,. Oue ki rrocde horses. Most everyvboody here
Franch & Mo at that tims. They did a lobt of horsebaock edding sand
pieRicing.

il

Bamy  What were yvouwe favorite placess bto go¥

Mra., Bo:  Fishing. T fished all the time. Fishing and crabbing.
I loved to fish — still do.

Bams  What odod oyouw doodnovouwre Dedsaes bimes

Mg, Eaos Toweorked in the vard, gesrdened, and T oworked st school.
Uoohichn ™t work, T owvoluntsered in school. I ol b ooach
basebhall teams for the girls when Miss Porter was & tescher.  She
wass oan o s&loderly lady ancd she odidn™t Tike bto play ball so T owould
gy arel beach bhem how to play ball. Tobaught kindergearten and
dust Ffun bhings at the school., I Fished and T osewesd, Anod
chirove For s Lot of people, I bhose days women didn®t deive very
mitechy, mo T otook & lobt of pesople to the doctor and to Howuston,  We
Fracl bDeg—De-gues dn owr Daolk yarro.,

Samy  Whalt o was o vour favoribe placs bo saly

Mrs. i My favorite placs bto eat was Robinson®s in Femah.  They
el Lo have a restaurant bhere, T owas & wery good place,

Bams  What did vow doowith ovowr feilends?

Mrs, B e wsually made {oe orsan every Sunday aftsenoon with an
ioe creasamn fresser,  Did owvow ever oo that?  We had backyard bae-
e, Wi haod e lacdiss avsiliacy of the fire deparbmesnt. We
alwayvs haod soolal funcobions.

Bam:  You mentioned sarlier that you didn™t have a movie theatre.
Where was the olosest one abt bhat Lime?

Mire, Bro At LaPorte.  LaPorte gob omne and o we ased to goowp bthere
all the tims. And, of cowrss, Pasadena.

)

SBamy  Was it cheap bto gest ind



Mres. BHro Ok, ves,  Sdolts were abowt 50 cents snd ohildesn were &
gpuar-ter ., They would have a Satwrday matinss and we’od btake bLhe
brdedss o~ Lead up all the cars and go to the matinsss on SBatarodays,

A Whesre was the Postoffioce?

M. Ea Whern 1 came to Seabreook the Postoffice was in bthe store
ooyt Bnow wheres Freank s Shedmp Mot is?

e R TW]

M. Ea Geross the radlrosd tracks where Frambk®s Shedimp Mot is
o MBS Roacd 1 therse was a grealt big btwo story groosey sbore
therea, And ons Little corner bad odivided off and that was the
postofdioce., Iy Fach we were bhers bhe day Texas Dity blew up.
Wer sany bhe musheoom ol owd and felt the jar when Tesas ity blew
e We owers all ab the postoffices.

Bamy Was s sbhamp expesnsive’?

fes . R Thiee ocents.

Gamy  Thrse cenba?

Mirs, Be o Ul - thess cents to mail & lebtber.

Bami:  What wers summsrs 1l kes

Mies,  Bao Ok bhe swummer s wera Dusy, very esolting because we haod a
Tot of Houston people bhat mever ocamns odweing bthe winbsr, but bhey
all had their homes here in the summertime. A11 sorbs of famnous
paople cams to SBeabrook.  We bhad movie stars who had boats over

at the shipyard, We had all sorts of rich people that came that
Fracl thedr homes PBeee anod would comes down For bhe suammse .

Fevimns You mentioned that stamps cost thees cents. Mow moach oid
A heacd of Lebtbuocs cost™

P, Fis Thel smay about 10 to 15 osnte,

Faving What oo you remember aboul swioming, boating, and fishing
i obhe ey

Mrs, Baeo Well we cdid & lot of that. We swam in bthe bay beocsause
wi Pacl no o swinming pools at that time. We wenlt swioming in the
bray, we want crabbing in the bay and the boating was like it is
oW, Sailing was the most sport. That s why most of the peopls
From Howstorn bhad thelr homes down here,  They were sallors.,

We" v always haod a Little 18, 1é4, 14 foob boat that we fished in
a lobt. Miokeyvs used to have boats that bthey rented and they
wotlel pull o oyouw out dinto the bay.  They rented skiffs and bthey d
Leave yvou and they o come back at & certain time and piok youw wup.
Youg Fismhed all day out thers and did whabever you wanbed,
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Eevims Did yvou play any sporbts or o oid vouw just cosoch them?

Mras, Eeo Mo, T oplayed. T owas & cabtohsr on the ladies softball
team wrbil my obidldeen were both old enough to play. Yes, I used
to play all the time.  So did my hasbancd,  Then my ohilderen
played. Tousmed to play that and T wsed to play tennis & lot.

Favirs  Dooyow remenber any significant jokes or stories that
someabiooy bold wvou?

M, Ea Toused to work for the Houston Cheondole and Houwston
Fost . Torarm hobt news down here for bthe Post and Chroniols for
abronat 25 vesrs.  Then T oworked for for Bayvshore San Paper.  So 1
wad real busy wibth knowing what was going on. One day the polios
department was called to Miockey®s down in the flats. There wsed
o be o a big place down bthers wherse 0 don®t know §F yvouw knsw
where Miokey™ s was. Tt was right across from wheres Seabrook
Hoteal or Forsmnan®s 18 now. T owas kind of catbhy-—oorosr on bhe
bray smice. They put out & alarm down there.  They needed help snd
moy bhee polics and bthe Filesmsn went dowen bthers, This Lady was
dpecting & baby and when they gobt cdown there the baby was born
i bhe back seat of bthe poliocs oar. Arred owe wers sSo exolbed aboot
that.  @And all the police and fivemen were bthere bo assish
InE: A we had no hospitals, no dootors. We oddn® b osven have @
coctor in Beasbrook. They wanted to name the baby Seabrook.

Fesswir s Whern oid wvouw ocoms bo Seabeook™

T Tooame in the late thicbiss,

Fawving What kingd of music was popular in Seabrook back then?
Mre. B Thers was a lot of country western and the old songs
Tides "Starcdust”.  There weee s Lol of oountery and weshs I

that we anjoved, Ballroom dancing was pretty popular at that
Lime -~ the jitbterbug and things like thatl.

Feavirng  Did vouw have any stores olose?

Freasvinms Yoenes,

Mrs. Fiy Yo, Ty Fact T think we had mores stores then than we have

e e had o abouot 5 oo & grocsry shores, ancd 3 oor 4 cafes, and
we Mac Chapman® s dey goods store whioh had everyvbhing from
clothing to hardwars, o grocsriss, Lo anvihing that yvow really
warrbeo .  We used bto call it bthe NMeiman Marcus of Seabrook. T#
Therse was anybthing youw wanted, you ooulad go thers and buy it
They haod boots, furndtoes. Chapman® s had sverybhing.

Fevinsg Whismre was bhe coenbter of bown located?

Mirs, B Well the cenbter of town, T think, always revolved seoundd



The Methodist Choeoh oand the Fies Depacrbment becacss bhey wers
the 2 things that most peopls went to, T wvou mesded anything
wortd sl e owent ho bthe Fies Depactmsnb or bo bhe SBsabeook
Methodi st OChaeoh. I fact the Methodist Choroh beld olinics in
e Lo give polio shobts and btyphold afber storms. We woulad getl
a doctor to come down and evervbody would go oget bthedlr shobs,

Feaving How much did typical clothes cost back bthen?

Mess. B Iothink yvou bought & paier of jeans for about
cload Lars . Yol bowghh levi®s.

Fasviny  MHow much odicd enough food for about s owsek oost?

Mres. Beoo &St bhat Cime b was real strangs. Thie gpeocesry shores
charged vour groocerl es. Ao Llot of people charged thelr groceries,
Yol want in ancd they woulo wedite Db down on bthis bill anc wow
would pay vouwe Bill once & month or once every two weeks.,  Bomes
peopls gobt paid omn bthe first ancd 15th. Ioimaginse yvou ocoulad 1Tive,
gay & family of fouwr, for about cleal ) ar s,

Fasving What were the fashions 1ike baclk bhen®

M, Beoo Well they wors jeans - & lobt of people wore jeans. We
wors oA Lot of cobtton.  They wors keds or shoss Like you waar now,
but they were called tennis shoes in those davs.  The kids wors
mostly that to school - cobton dessses and shicts and jsans and
skt s,

Fewvims About how much food or clobthes or obher supplies odid youw
et s yourssLED

Mras. B We always bhad s garden and 8icdney®s father always had a
Brigr garcen ancd we farmed with bim & Tob.  We haod a oow onos, bob
that s hard work.  BFub oweve alwavs had s vegebable gacden.

Feaving  Did vou have & bus or anybhing Like that in Seabrook?

Mirs. B Yes, there was & bus that came through Sesabrook going to
Mowston eveary day.

Feawirs Sbrowt what was the bhus fare?

Pl B odhink it cost aboul & dollae and a hald bo ride the
Bas rownd tedp o Howston.

Fewvina How much didd cars oost baock then™

Mrs. Br You could buy a car in those days for o~ a brand new oar

Fo about 5 thousano ool laes.,
Feaving  And how mach was gas?

Mrs. Br Nimnstesn and 20 cenbs a gallon.
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Feving What kind of car did yvouwre family have?

M. e We always cdeove Forcds. We haod oa Faieland Foed when they
came oul and then T had & Cheveolest one time, bubt we mostly deove

Bam:  What was the most popular cae:

Mras. Br Here in Ssabrook? 0 would think a Ford or oa ﬂhmvrmlet".
Bam:  What was the most popular csndy?

Mrs. Broo Babs Ruth, Bobtterfingers.

SGams Oy T Liks some of them. How much did a candy bar or a
T P L
socda cost?

Mrs. BHi o & candy bar cost a niokel. A ocdrink would be Five or oa
ol d me .

Gams  Youw mentioned there was & bus to HMouston, but was there one
to Galveston?

Mrs. Bro Yes, I think this one that came from Galveston., o TG
wartt From Mowston to Galveston. Ttocams cdown LTdé&,

Sam:  Did vou go to Howuston or Galveston ofben?

Mrs. Br  Christmas shopping. We wassed to go oa lob for plays or
theatre.  And yes, we went to Galveston & lob.  We wsed to go to
Galwveston about onose & week Lo go oon the beach and Qo swim.,
That s somsething I forgot as far as recreation. We used to go
clovwr bhees. We wsed oo oo aned ocamp owt oon DThe beach.  We o just
Pt owp e tent in Galveston & lot,

Smame Yoo menhionsd that fThers was a braing, bub oiad you sver ride
LT W

Mrs. EHeoo Ukl

Same  And where did that train go?

M. Thoweant to Mowston and Galveston.
Bami  Wherse odid yvouwr parents work?

Mrs. B My parents? My parents lived in LaPorte. My dad worbked
on construction work.

Bams  Did youw works

Mre. Bio Moo Except I was & newspaper reporter, bubt I had no
cerbain how s and [ odid not work in oan offios., Toran hot nesws

S0
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for the Bay Srea.
Bamy  Did wvouw belong to any clubs or organizations?

M. Ea The FTO and the Home Demonstreration Olub and the Laciss
Fuiliary of the Fire Depactment and the ohuech, UMW growup.

Same  Ware bhers any fairs, festivals or cslebrations?

Mg, B I think the May Fete at the end of school was usaslly
Lhie best ons.  We wsed to hold Tithle rodeos svery onos in a
while for the obilldesn,

Bamy  What do oyvow remenber abowt the briddge o FKemah?

Mrs. BEeoo o We wsed to sharse a preacher with Eemabh in owe ohoeoh
Mere. That was when ws had & little ittty church down on
Hardesty Strest.  He would preach in Femabh.  We would have Sunday
Sohool in Seabrook. Then be would come to Seabreook to preach.
Ao owe dicd bthis in o reverss several timss.  And at Dimess he owould
get hung on the other side of the beidge when the bridge was up
arnc they cowldn®t get it down.  He would gebt sback and we’d all
Feavve to sit dn oanod wait,. We'd sing and sing and sing &1l the
songs ancd everybhoody was real o worelsod becswss bhey "o Tedt & roash
cooking or somsthing on the stove.  Me would be about 10 oe 15
mirtes Labe becauss he'd be on bthe obthser side of the beidge.,

The other thing T remembsr about the beidges is omne time 14 got
stk and it stayed for howss and bowss in the ale. Moo oons oowld
get it down so bthey fimnally gobt s wrecksr.  They ot it hal fway
clovwr and they hooked bthe wrecker on bo the bridgs and wers going
to pull it cdown. Imstead it pulled the wesoker wup. Tt dangled
the wracker hancding in the aie anod svervboody sabt bhere watohing
e wresckear ., T was real amusing.  The beidge has Dbesen & fun

i R

Baims  You sadd there wasnt a doctor in Seabrook, bobt wheres odid
you go for o oa dooctor’?

M. Bioo We either bad to go to LaPorte or Pasadena.

Sams  What do oyouw remembar about going to bthe dootor or bhe
cleamtd sty

M, Eroo We had to make an appoilntment. T took & lomg i me
bascattse Dhers wers S0 many peopls in LaPorte and so few doocbors
in o the sares. Thers was no hospltal. I othink Baybown at that
times hac bhe olosest hospital except Pasadena had omns T bthink ap
there -~ Sowbbmore and bthen they built the Bavshore complexs now.

SBame  What dooyvou resnemnber about the Fire Deparbosnt?
Mrs. Broo Well we'wve besn in the Fire Depactment for yesrs sand

vears.,  One thing the Fies Department wssod o bhave was an old
fPirmy weshd ol e Tt had & separate mobtor on bthe tanlk, T owas &

9
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tank treuok.  Ancod osvery day omy husbanod went over anod started the
tanlk brewck wp oand let it oruan so bthe babtery would ste roed in
the brewok, Tt owoulel ruan For howess ancd bowes ., it gt
st Feom o Pomes Dme ndght bhe cafe down the strest
oy Firs and bhey couladn®t cobhe ek stacbted so bhey bhad
arcd push the tewok - gust bodily everybody pushed the truock o
Ehe Firs. We haod saoh e haeod Sime beving o ged somns peopse Flre
Fighting sguipment around hees, bob we®ve always had one of the
Fire departments In bThe oounby.

w e e
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SBams  You sadcd thalt bthers was a baby delivered in the back of a
police car. Was bhat the Beabrook Police?

Mrs, B Yes., That was after we incorporated. We used to be
taken cars of by the state amd Mareis County.  We didn™t have a
presddce cdepartosct of owr own befors we incorporatecd dn TaL.

Faving What oo oyow eenenber about the years of World Wae TI7

Mres, FEHroo &t that tims my ohildeen were small. My hosband bad
e called to go bo reporh bo bthe armny. He owas working foe
Frecsoam i Baybtown, At that Sime bhey were so Dbuasy making gasolines
For bhe war sfforts they wouldn®t Let him go, so he was exenpl
From the war. Me dicdn™t go. He stayved ab Baybown and worlked. i
wasn 't boo Dnvolved., T okrmew a lob of the bovs at Ellington.

They cams o Ssabeook for recreation.  They used bto play on our
ball team. They woulad coms bto oo bhoose s 1ot We a lob of
grtertaining for the soldiers, They woulad go skating with 11 of
ot ohd Lolren becaoss hhey werse very yvoung msn abt that Sims when
they were deafting them.

g

Fewwvime Do oyow pemenbear anybhing aboot the Viebnam or BEoerean

W

M. B Well just the Little it I owouwlad eesc, T ohad & mephew
whiey was in hhatl,

Fesvime Dic yvouw ever have a Vicbtory Gaeden?
Mrss. BEeoo Ohy yes,

Fevimg  What ssaocbhly was & Victory Gareden'®

Mrs . Fe o We were teyving to geow somes Foood. They baco foood sbamps
whid ch they gave you for sugsre ancd coffes and things 1ike that.
Yoo brdeod bto grow vowe own foods so o oyvouw woulad have enough to sal,
Yo sscovecd so evervbooy would bave somsthing becauss bhere was so
Tittle being dons ab bthat tims,

Fewvirs Ty what ways oid vouwre family help the war effort?
Mrs. BEeo We picked up ow rabtion coupons ancd Tived religiously by

Tk Wer el gasol ine coupons. We didn™t dare use anyibhing that
wi wsrer b supposscd to. We beded bo osave. We Dought UL B Ware
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Stamps and bonds and things like that. We did a lot of volunteer
work . We odid whatever wse could do.

Fevime  Dooowou eemenber cabdoning™
Mrs, Br o Yews, wvery well,
Fevime Mow odid it affect you?

Mress, Feo Well it didn®t.  You could be very carefual . Yoo coulad

o without cakes and sugsrs and things 1ike that.  That was what
affected svarybody -~ coffes and sugar.  Now cigarsttes affectsd

o people, bub it dide®™t ome because T never smobked.

Feaving What hoeeicanss doo oyouw remsmber?

Mrs. Be o Ohy boy! Youers in omy tereibtory mow. T orememnber &l 1
The storms Dhat cams to Seabrook, bob, of courss SLnoe wWwe oams
Fresee we v hac Sldola and Carla. We moved oot heee dn " 5E,

While we wers bodlding ow hoass T o bhink one cams named Debbie,
bt it cidn®t huet the house or anybhing sxcept it broks oul a
Few wincows, That was in September befors we moved 0. Eut now
in Carla we gobt guite & bhit of waber,  The beacon feom the ship
channel beat ow Feont door down and washed into owe Tiving eoom
arcd beat &11 the walls owb. Ty Fact Tfve got the beacon oot

e e, I omace & lamp owh of it ITt"s heavy as b can be. ie
came owlt of the aship chanmnel. We wees st bthe fire station
Felping get the people out and helping take cars of all the
peeple that weres bhere at the school. We came baok home. We
clicin ™t realize ow house alt bhat btimse would gel wabtaer Deocadss we
werr s sunposed bto e one of the high points.  We had aloost 2 feet
of water in owe howss,  We had some dead cows from Anahoac in owr
brackyvarcd,  They haod washed aoross the bay. At the time we were
alt the Fire stabtion they were gebbing peoplse out of the flabs and
Bedmging them to the schools,  We stayved there all during Carla.
Wes Feo sverybody thalt was working. We haod the NMational Buoaed,
the Texas State Gosaed, T othink it was called, &all the poliocs and
averybooy -~ news media and whosyver ., We had oan opsn Lins bo
Mowstorn at that i me, Towas reporbing. We had an oopern Lins to
Motston. The phone company was so great bto us.  They kept
plugoing wus in and plugging wus in so ws would have an oubside
Time out of Seabrook becauses at that time waber was orseping in
everywherse - coming in from every direction.  The guys wouwld oome
wallking out of the Flabs up bo btheir necks.  Youw ooulad just
thedr heads sticoking out.  The nubrda anod the snakes would swin
beahind the trucks and mavbe get onto the brucks when Shey went
clowr trying o st people oub. Tooowld tell vou a Lot about
smborms.  We wers here L1 bhe waber started coming in cduring
fldcda and then we went dnbo Ssabeook,

SEe

Favineg What obher oisas
arty  torrados ooming?

s oo oyou remanbar? Doooyvou remsmb e

Mirs, By Mot really. Todorn®t think weve ever had one sxoept
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mavyhbie afber a hueeicans, Buab one of the disasbers bthat happsned
i the ship channel is when the ship ool lided eight off of EIL
Jardin.  They ooulad mobt speak BErglish. They werse Chiness, T
thimb . We wernt down anod belped tales csee of thoss men. Thalt was
cie of bhe worst things btoo. Th owas as baod as Tesas City.  They
wer e s badly burned. They breought them in to Bl Jarcdin and we
ook bo Bayshors Mospital o Pasadena. We bhaod s stabion wagon at
that time anc oy son odeove the stabion wagorn and we would bake
Lhem im bto LaPorts o the doctor and to Pesadensa, Thesy couladn™ b
t o BEmgldah and ol they o were very fedgh et becauss bhers
wire @ Lot of policemen in uniform with guns o When L s el ol
Lidfe the men out of the boat and they would see the police they
wespa ey Fedghbened.  fAnel D owas down oweapping them dn owhitbe

a5 by e ) 3 wei e uered so badly owith that oil. Tt was
wespy colod o~ ik i the winter -~ anc T owas oown OveEr one  man
ard the hoood of omy coat blew off and they sas that T ow #@ L achy
arch Dhesy all bediecd bto gebt Do Debdood oes Decaoses DRy wers s
frightensd of the poliosmen. Ioteied to 11 them bhey wersn®t
going to huet bhemn. That was a bercible Dime Decauss 1L was very
sacd for those poor people.

4

ke

Favins  Dic oyou get any newspag

Mrs. Be o We gobt the Howston Post sand the Houwston Chrondicle. The
Mopdsbon Fress at that Simes was anobhsr MHowston paper.  Labse on
we bacd & small paper in LaPForte thalt oowve this srea.  Then of
o whesn o spaces cams bhe Mews Ditizen oams in.

Feavin:g  You said you cams in the thirties. Did yvouw coms duering
Lhie cleprassions

Mirs. Bro Noy, not really during the depression.  The depression
canes Desdore Dowas married, T was nob & great btims. The

gad ard es hhat they paid then were so nuoeh less than mow.  You

cowladn® bt belisve in bhoss dayvs bthalt somsons cowld ma
thousand dollars & vear like peopls make 140 thouwsand and things
Liks thalt now. Weal l I it owas in the depression Times., bl

chign™t fesel like it was wer Pael everytbing we

nescde .

oy

e d Back thern how muach odid & typiloal person make per vesr?

Mrs. ke Doel may the averagse refinery workse would make from 4 o
Sothowusand ool lars.

Fevirng  What type of telephons sscvice odid yvou have?

P, Be We didn®t for yvears and years.  Then when they oams in
they put one on the wall and it rang in four homes every timse and
ihowas oa long and & short or 2 shorts anod a long or 2 longs.
Thigre wera Separty Lines., When we fiest moved to

Seabye oeals blvee e
wWasm e btelephons hses and I was in & homs dows in bthe micdadle of
Swabrook.  And then several obhee people got phones in theilre

Frosmess ancd of fioss.  Then latee fSThe phons oompany ocams in, Ty we
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wesk e o exol tec!

Feavinrg Tfhve heseod abowt one person who was on & party Line who
witobe & newspaper ool omn. Dic vou have anybhing Like fhalt™?

Mires, BEio Mo, bob it was guite interesting.  We had sons beenagers
oy o Lines who wouladn™t talk much.  They would just sigh and
breathe drnto the phone, bt overy seldom talked.  Wed s
Drsathing and get off so we can wsse bThe phone.  FPeople were very
rMice. T oyou had an emsrgency yvou' s sasy please would youw gebt off
oy Locan wsms the telephone.

Favint How many party lines wers there.

Mers, Beo Therse weersn® U boo many becawss Ssabrook wasn®t too big
at that time. I think therse must have been about 1500 tobal in
Geabrook. One ndght the fire phonse rang about ons o oclock and 1
got wp and answered dt. This lady who lived about 2 oor 4 bhlooks
From ws answsred b boo. This man said, "This ls the weabhse
caepartment telling yvou that & btormado has bt down dn Ban Leon
and 1t7s moving btowards Seabreook, U othought o vouw all might be
alerted." o by the time he told s that was & lapse of about 9
minubes. Bhe said, "What oo owe do®" 0 said, "1 don™t know what
wer oo " What doovow doy o walke up everyvibody anod o ssey, "Hey, getoap
theres & bormado coming ! By the time wed callesd sven one
person it would have been here. So owe just sat there and held
Lhe phons to ses UF the tornado was coming bthis way, We odicdn®t
Ermow what else to do.

Same  Did owouw have olosse neighbors?

Mrs. B I had closer neighbors when I lived up in the middle of
Seabrook.

SBams  What do ovow cemenber aboot them?

Eig Towent to school with Jos Hester, my nelghbor aceoss bhe
ashrast. He and I graduastsd together.  We went to school btogebbher
ir beaPoretes, We celebeated owe Fiftieth olass reunion abowt 2
vear s ago and had s ball, I ohad & wery desr friend, Frances
Ballantines., She was a dear feriend, still is.  Her ohildesn grew
W owi b omd e,

o

Keving  About how close was yvouwr closeést neighbor?

Mrrs., B Sidney™s aunt Lived next door bto s, Totkimk about 195
faet separated ow houses.

Ayl omase ot
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