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The collection consists of Mr. Nassiff's project work in the Engineering and Development
Directorate including the Manned Remote Work Station, Solar Power Satellite System,
Space Construction, Space Crane System, and Space Operations Center; Flight Crew
Operations Division work in Simulation; Spacecraft Design Division work for the Payload
Integration Office; Space Station Program Office for International and External Affairs;
Systems Engineering Division as Space Station Technical Manager; and a General History
of accumulated items. The bulk of the collection contains reports, drafts, reference, and
various presentation material, including black and white and color transparencies, slides,
and photographs. Samuel Henry Nassiff was born to Margaret Richardson and Mike Nassiff
in 1931 in Jacksonville, Florida. The youngest of five children with two older brothers and
sisters, he attended Fishweir Grammar, and John Gorrie Junior High. He was graduated
from Robert E. Lee Senior High in January, 1949 and attended Jacksonville Junior College
for one year. At age 17, he joined the Naval Air Research for two years. When called to
active duty in September 1950, he was assigned to the U.S.S. Valley Force, CV-45. He
attended the University of Florida in Gainesville, graduating in 1955. In the summer of 1955,
he worked for General Dynamics (Convair) in Fort Worth, Texas, returning there after
graduation. He worked as an aerophysics engineer in the stability and control group,
performing analyses and handling quality characteristics on the Supersonic B-58 until 1963.
Sam Nassiff joined the Manned Spacecraft Center in 1963 working in the Simulation Branch,
Flight Crew Operations Directorate where he developed a Gemini reentry simulator with six-
degrees-of-freedom and trained the first two classes of astronauts. In 1964 he was named
Head of the Simulation Dynamics Section, supervising eight scientist and engineers. He
continued in the Simulation Requirements and Design office through 1973, where he
designed and built the Lunar Landing Research Vehicle Simulator, and served as project
manager for the Lunar Landing Training Vehicle, responsible for contractor liaison with Bell
Aero systems and supervised Flight Readiness Review meetings. In addition, Sam Nassiff
performed a study to determine Shuttle crew operations and crew station functional
requirements. The results of the study were presented at the Space Shuttle Sortie
Symposium Workshop at Goddard Space Flight Center in 1972. He then worked as a
member of the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project (ASTP) Working Group No. 2 Guidance and
Control. Between 1974-1975, Sam worked in the Spacecraft Design Division of the Payload
Integration Office determining requirements and conducting studies for the design of the
Shulttle aft crew station. In 1975 he moved into the Engineering & Development Directorate,
Systems Design Office as a Technical Manager developing a Manned Remote Work Station
(MRWS) and Open Cherry Picker Development Test Article. The Open Cherry Picker was
renamed Manipulator Foot Restraint. He was next assigned as Technical Manger to
determine the Space Station on-orbit construction equipment, a study performed by Martin
Marietta. He participated as a team member responsible for identifying a construction base
concept for building a Solar Powered Satellite System (SPS). Three candidate SPS
configurations were analyzed to determine the range of Orbital Construction Support
Equipment needed. He also worked as assistant manager for design for the “Space Station
Systems Analysis Study”, two parallel studies conducted with MDAC Huntington Beach and
Rockwell. In 1979 he moved to the Program Development Office, also in the Engineering &
Development Directorate. There he was assigned the responsibility for coordinating and
administering the Space Operations Center (SOC) Symposium held at JSC in November
1979. He was appointed technical manager of the “Space Construction Systems Analysis
Study” performed by Rockwell International. He served as Technical manager for two
concurrent studies: The Space Operations Center System Analysis Study conducted by
Boeing and the SOC/Shuttle Interaction Study performed by Rockwell. From 1982-1985 he
worked in the Systems Engineering Division as Technical Manager for the Space Station,
responsible for formulating and maintaining division approaches and plans relative to Space
Station systems engineering, including organizing the SE&I Configuration Control board. He
was detailed to the “Skunk Works,” to develop a report outline for technical content needed
in performing conceptual design of the Space Station. From 1985-1987 he worked as
Technical Assistant to the Manager of the International and External Affairs Office in the
Space Station Program Office, where they formulated plans and schedules relative to
international projects for implementation in the Space Station Program. Sam Nassiff retired
from NASA Johnson Space Center in 1987 and worked for Eagle Engineering, Inc. where he
participated in the preparation of the MDAC proposal for the Space Station Program in the
area of SE&I, managed a study for an international space contractor to develop
requirements and designs for an Astronaut Training Facility and designed an Earth Orbiting
Transportation Node for a NASA contracted study in the area of advanced space craft
design. Samuel H. Nassiff left behind seven boxes of JSC and personal papers in the
garage of his former home in Friendswood in August 2006. The new owner arranged the
physical pickup of Mr. Nassiff’'s donation and Mr. Nassiff mailed a signed Deed of Gift a few
days later.
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