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Biographical/Historical Note (545)

Norman Chaffee attended Rice University and Tulsa University, and received a BS and MS in
Chemical Engineering (1961, 1962). His roles at the Manned Spacecraft Center/Johnson Space
Center included Aerospace Engineer in the Analysis and Application Section of the Propulsion
and Power Division (1962-1975), Head of the Analysis and Application Section (1975-1979),
Deputy Chief of the Propulsion and Power Division (1980-1984, 1987-1990), Assistant Manager
for Integration in the Systems Engineering and Integration Office of the Space Station Program
Office (1984-1987), Manager of Systems Engineering and Integration Office of the Lunar/Mars
Exploration Office (1990-1991), Acting Manager of the Lunar/Mars Exploration Office (1991),
Deputy Chief of Automation, Robotics, and Simulation Division (1991-1996), and Deputy
Manager of the Biomedical Hardware Development and Engineering Office (1996). He retired



from Johnson Space Center in 1996, but then worked in the JSC Public Affairs’ Education and
Information Services Branch until 1998. He has also served as President and Vice President of
the NASA Alumni League. He has received many awards during his career including the
American Institute for Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Award for Professional Service
(1977), the AIAA Award for Community Service (1979), NASA Exceptional Service Medal (1981,
1988), AIAA National Distinguished Service Award (1984), JSC Engineer of the Year Award from
the National Society of Professional Engineers (1987), and the NASA Outstanding Leadership
Medal (1993).

Scope and Content (520)
The collection contains memos written by Chaffee, as well as papers he wrote and presented
(with notes), patent information, and personnel-related records.

Arrangement
The collection is arranged in three series: Memos, Papers, and Personnel records.
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