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The University of Houston 
System Board of Regents ap-
proved an optional four-year 
fixed rate plan Feb. 26 that will 
go into effect fall 2014.

The board approved a sys-
temwide four-year fixed-rate 
tuition in the hopes of encour-
aging students to graduate in 
a timely manner. The optional 
rate plan will be available for 
all first-time college students 
and qualifying undergraduate 
transfer students who will be 
entering University of Houston 
institutions in the fall.

The plan requires stu-
dents to complete at least 30 
semester credit hours during an 
academic year.

Fixed tuition rates will not 
necessarily lower the overall 
cost of tuition; students will 
pay more up front to balance 
out the cost of four years.

“The student will pay an 
accelerated rate in the early 
years and will not see a posi-
tive financial impact until the 
second or third year of the plan 
based on his or her major,” 
said Michelle Dotter, vice 
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The transition to a university can be a little overwhelming. Back 
in high school, seeing familiar faces in class was the norm; but in 
college, students can start every semester without recognizing a 
single person in their classes.

As part of the UHCL core curriculum, freshmen will be required 
to take a course to assist in the development of college-level skills 
and competencies. Not only will this class help students directly ap-
ply the skills they learn to their studies, but it will also help connect 
you with your peer classmates.

HERE THEY COME

READY OR NOT

Freshmen and sophomores arrive on campus this fall
TIFFANY SEXTON
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“In the fall of 2014, UHCL will be making 
the biggest change in the university’s history 
since they opened its doors,” UHCL President 
William Staples said.

Beginning fall of 2014, UHCL will be-
come a four-year university admitting fresh-
men and sophomore students.

The university opened in 1974. To date, 
UHCL has accepted students completing the 
last two years of their bachelor degrees and 

graduate degree-seeking students. In 2011, 
the university received legislative authority 
to downward expand the campus to include 
freshmen and sophomores.

For the past four years, UHCL adminis-
trators, faculty and staff have been working 
to put into place the “four-year initiative” in 
order to be ready for the incoming freshmen 
and sophomore students.

Some of the steps taken to prepare include: 
getting the University of Houston System 
Board of Regents to approve new admission 

standards, hiring new faculty, updating the 
curriculum and increasing student services.

“Aug. 1, 2013, UHCL started taking appli-
cations, and as of last week we have received 
slightly over 1,800 applications,” Staples said. 
“Although that sounds like a big number, 
people need to realize there are three impor-
tant numbers to consider: how many people 
apply, how many people we accept, and how 
many students will actually enroll.”

COLDEN SNOW: THE SIGNAL

SEE FRESHMEN, PAGE 6

SEE FIRST-YEAR EXPERIENCE, PAGE 6

THEN AND NOW, PAGE 4
Retiring professors Nick de Vries and John Gorman look 
back on their 40 years at UHCL.

THE MATH CENTER, PAGE 8
Explore the all-new Math Center in SSCB and how it plans to solve 
the problems of math anxiety.

FROM PRINT TO DIGITAL, PAGE 2
The Signal staff sends off our last regular print edition with a letter 
from the editor and a blog discussing our transition to the Web.

UHCL-THE-S IGNAL @UHCLTHES IGNAL @UHCLTHES IGNAL

Scan the QR Code below to
access The Signal online.

SEE TUITION, PAGE 6

Fixed-rate 
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This is the last regular* print 
edition of The Signal. Beginning 
next fall, we will publish with a 
digital-mostly strategy, only dis-
tributing via newsprint for special 
editions.

The change is bittersweet, 
which, oddly, isn’t a feeling I’m 
used to yet, although it’s the same 
feeling that comes with talk of 
downward expansion. It’s an early 
nostalgia for what is mixed with 
excitement, anticipation and a 
little bit of trepidation for what 
will be and what will no longer 
be. 

Newspapers have been an 
integral part in American history. 
They’ve played myriad roles – 
from watchdog to town gossip 
– and they’ve documented every 
monumental change they could 
along the way.

However, there have only 
been a few instances when news-
papers were a significant part of 
the change they were charged 

with documenting, which is the 
situation we find ourselves in 
now. We’re not alone – our big 
company counterparts are facing 
similar challenges on a much 
larger scale. Admittedly, it is an 
interesting place to be because, 
as a rule, newspapers and news-
people do their very best to never 
be the news. 

It is something that is simulta-
neously exciting and terrifying. 

It is exciting because we have 
a unique opportunity to rewrite 
the rules and to write them in a 
way that allows us to have big 
goals and high expectations. 
Nobody can tell us that the things 
we want to do have failed in the 
past or that the chance of success 
is too slim. We’re in uncharted 
territory. 

It’s terrifying for exactly the 
same reasons.

With this in mind, I decided 
to break the rules and, for just a 
moment, make it personal. 

In the space below, we’ve 
attempted to list the entire print 
staff – from the first issue of a 

nameless student newspaper in 
1975 through decades as the UH-
CLidian and then The Signal. This 
list was compiled based on our 
own archives and the university 
archives in Neumann Library.

From a purely selfish stand-
point, there’s a lot of sadness 
to this change. The validation 
and pride that comes along with 
seeing our names in print on the 
newspaper is one that’s hard to 
imitate. 

It’s like the first box of busi-
ness cards at a new job – the first 
validation of an unsure situation. 
It doesn’t matter if you’ve done it 
before or that you’ll possibly do 
it again, there’s something special 
about the way the ink spells out 
your name on that first printing, 
all shiny and official and impor-
tant looking. 

This newspaper has been the 
first box of business cards for 
42 volumes of staff members. In 
a way, it has been the same for 
the university itself and for the 
numerous students, faculty, staff 
and administrators who have 

devoted pieces of themselves to 
the university. 

Although we’re techni-
cally only moving to a different 
platform, the loss of the tangible 
effects of print is noticeable, if 
only for the little reasons.

So, it tugs on my emotions to 
know that I will be the last editor 
to routinely mail out copies of 
each issue in smudgy envelopes 
that are stained by the ink on my 
hands – evidence of the work we 
put into the product. 

However nostalgic I already 
am, though, the transition itself is 
not a negative one. It isn’t a last-
ditch effort to survive. Our change 
is motivated by growth rather than 
struggle, and that is something we 
are proud of. 

Focusing our energies on 
digital platforms will allow us to 
be better. We will have the chance 
to cover more stories and the op-
portunity to find new ways to tell 
those stories. We can be timelier 
and produce more variety. 

We will have the chance to be 
the voice of this community in 

ways that we haven’t been able to 
be in the past. 

For a long time, we have been 
a small, biweekly newspaper at a 
small, upper-level university and 
that has, in some ways, limited 
what we can do. The most notice-
able effect is that our staff is 
typically also small – too small to 
split our focus into two products.

As a result, our online pres-
ence has been mostly the result 
of our print product and efforts 
to improve the community feel 
of our website and social media 
presence haven’t succeeded as 
well as they could. 

Ultimately, we know we can 
do better if we don’t do both.  

The Signal isn’t disappearing. 
We will actually publish more 
content with more frequency than 
we’ve been able to before. 

If we do it well, it will be less 
tangible but much, much louder. 

TIFFANY FITZPATRICK
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UHCL has been preparing 
to meet the educational needs of 
freshmen and sophomores, but 
now that the university will be a 
four-year institution starting next 
fall, it’s time to start planning for 
a more traditional college experi-
ence for all students.

The university is expecting 
to add between 300-400 new 
students in the 2014 fall semester. 
Adjustments have been made to 
the campus to accommodate the 
incoming freshmen and sopho-
more students.

The University Forest Apart-
ments have set aside a small sec-
tion of apartments called Hawk’s 
Landing. These apartments will 
be designated as dorms for fresh-
men students and will be super-
vised by a Resident Adviser. 

Since the apartments will 
include kitchens, meal plans 
will not be offered for freshmen. 
UHCL already set up an arrange-
ment that brings a variety of 
food trucks to campus to feed the 
overflow of hungry students from 
the Patio Café. (Check out www.
campusdish.com for schedules 
and menus.)

The university has also cre-
ated the Office of Orientation and 
New Student Programs. Starting 
this summer, each freshman will 
have to attend a mandatory orien-
tation session before registering 
at UHCL, as will sophomores and 
undergraduate transfer students. 

Additionally, since the UHCL 
community decided on the Hawk 
as its mascot, the Fitness Zone 
will be starting recreational sports 
teams.

Hopefully, these improve-
ments will benefit the entire 
campus. It would be fantastic for 
UHCL to evolve into a campus 
that has a football team, cheer-
leaders and even more school 
spirit.

Maybe, eventually, the cam-
pus can have real dorms and meal 
plans for all students on campus. 
Greek life is normally a big part 
of traditional college life and 
would be a great addition to the 
campus.

More on-campus events such 
as student performances, celebrity 

guest speakers and plays each 
semester would really improve 
the culture and atmosphere on 
campus. 

In the 1980s, UHCL offered 
a variety of aesthetic classes and 
extracurriculars. A company of 
nine dancers, “Dance Collective,” 
put on numerous performances 
throughout its duration.

Extracurricular sports such as 
touch football, tennis, ping-pong 
and soccer held tournaments 
frequently.

The Bayou Building once 
housed an on-campus bar called 
“The Pub” where students, profes-
sors and administrators could 
order up libations.

A gym and theater once 
existed in the Developmental Arts 
Building, now the Delta Building. 
The Satellite Theater on cam-
pus brought plays ranging from 
Arthur Miller’s “After the Fall” to 
original works written by students 
and faculty to the UHCL com-
munity.

It is time to bring these tradi-
tional aspects back to UHCL and 
embrace its past as it ushers in the 
future. 

Just think – these programs 
existed at UHCL in the 1980s 
when the campus was an upper-
level university, just as it is now.

Currently, UHCL boasts 84 
student organizations, and adding 
fraternities and sororities might 
help the university move to being 
a more traditional institution.

Attending events held by an 
on-campus theatre troupe, debate 
club or school band would keep 
students around after class and 
might help boost the publicity and 
reputation of the university. 

The fact that UHCL is transi-

tioning into a four-year university 
will be great for the school and 
the Clear Lake area. The younger 
students might improve the mo-
rale and lighten the mood of the 
UHCL campus and surrounding 
areas.

UHCL should retain some of 
the non-traditional uniqueness 
that is integral to its identity as 
a four-year university. Students, 
faculty and administrators should 
look even further in the future and 
start adding back components we 
once enjoyed that traditional four-
year universities enjoy.

The freshmen are coming!
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McHone, Brian Balboa, Mindi Funderburg, Martin D. Briones, Amanda Todd, Dan Altman , Wendy Bernshausen, Jamie Buzek, Cheryl Calhoun, Shawna Donnell, Amber Layton, Luis Montes, Iris Sanchez, William Schexnayder, Sandra Tragesser, Natalie Vaughan, Lynelle Ward, Shirley Wilson, Natalie Seifert, Angela Stone, Lauren Bille, Angie Smith, Alicia Smith, Lindsay Tefteller Humphrey, Jennifer Glass, Lacye Trevino, Debbie Blankenship, Cara Cook, Scott Fleenor, 
Amanda Kerr, Matthew Ligrani, Sarah Milstead, Amiko Nevills, Kelly Pottinger, Jerry Rodriguez, Cheri Scott, Jennifer West, Dusti Moran, Cristina Tobola, Sandra Foxx, Mike Puckett, Rebecca Cole, Christopher Zeglin, Haley Stringer, Sakhr Al-Sehaimi, Christina Bryant, Dana Burke. Christina Johnston, Devin Medina, Vy Nguyen, Brian Stengle, Jackie Whitaker, Jamie Boehm, Brian Butler, Foy Curley, Jr., Sarah Milstead, Lindsay Niemann, Jenny Beckman, Brandi Bertrand, 
Sandra Burkhalter, Lori Laiche, Robbie Rivera, Brandi Spies, Carrie Coram, Jonathan Randolph, Jessica Sonntag, Shannon Anders, Erin Bettison, Shawn Jett, Candace Lehew, Tammie Letroise, Dee Manning Maxwell, Samuel Moreno, Amy Rhoads, Matt Gilbreath, Clay Duggan, Angela Robertson, Erica Blackburn, Crystal Seay, Courtney Cooper, Kristopher Hopkins, Leslie Way, Patrick Alvarez Mary Ann Wangler, Corey Benson, Lindsey Watson, Stephanie DuBois, 
Kirstin McNeill, Bradley Denison, Sonya Lynch, Jennifer Travis, Brian Bohannon, Ben Nance, David Sager, Stephanie Lee, Alicia Nguyen, Ryan Eldred, Jessica Jackson, Pat Martin, Kelly Rathbun, Kara Rice, Ashley Webb, Amanda Anderson, Crystina Arnold, Carla Bradley, Diana Cotter, Kelly Crittenden, Jessica Faz, Britta Gamino,William Garfield, Terann Hilow, James Jones, Dana Lizik, Jenny McHugh, Anthony Nguyen, Hannah Pietsch, Rose Pulido, Amy Salvado, Kelly 
Seiver, Van Shotwell, Travis Smith, Maria Solis, Victoria Ugalde, Melissa Waller, Mechele Williams, Valerie Winkler, Ashley Smith, Matt Candelaria, Roberta Cowan, Tonya Torres, Eugene Bernard, Mark Bownds, Jennifer Cox, Natalie Epperley, Kristin Manrique, David Miller,  Jessica O’Rear, Carissa Puls, Roman Rama III, Sophia Stewart, Norma Villarreal, Paul Lopez, Jade Wise, Daniel Agee, Kevin Aguilar, Wardah Ajaz, Courtney Bowen, Jessica Casarez, Chynna DeHoyos, 
Araina Edwards, Cody Hardin, Ryan Hart, Debra Machemehl, Cindy Marquez, Rachel Miranda, Padmashree Rao, Valerie Russell, Darby Staup, Jessica Brossack, Samantha Samuel, Bryan Waites, Michelle Kaldenberg, Rosita Gomez, Tracie Momie, Becca Scherrer, Ana Avendano Zablah, Chelsea Dennard, Jennifer Ferguson, Theresa Greenshields, Sara Haghipour, David Hensley, Truett Manning, LaKeisha Moore, Joshua Ojeda, John Scoggin, Ashley Toman, Cameron 
Palmer, Stephen Schumacher, Vonda Atchley, Stephanie Brown, Gary Cecil III, Laura Figueroa, Charles Landriault, Timothy Lapointe, Meaghan Marquez, Ashley Honc, Shawn Domingues, Reggie Butler, Graham Clifford, Taylor Clinton, Trent Gibson, Richard Higgins, Ryan Little, Veronica Lopez, Lauren Lowry, Elisa Morales, Christopher Rupley, Jason Seidel, Anahid Tapia, David Valdez, Dorian Valenzuela, Traci Wall, Lynsie Whitehead, Tiffany Fitzpatrick, Sam Savell, 
Heather Alford, Alicia Alvarez, Victor Araiza, Kelsey Benoit, Malori Bizzell, Adriana Capilla-Garcia, Rachael Devinney, Daniel Durbin, Haley Follett, L.D. Forrest, Jasmine Gascar, Randi Null, Suzette Ortiz, David Rozycki, Kimberly Warren, Sean Wesley, Jessica Alcocer, Larissa Barnes, Kelsey Ciabattoni, Loree Couch, Jaumarro Cuffee, Elizabeth Davis, Kailie Hyde, Mary Miller, Tiffany Sexton, Kris Stivers, Andrea Thomas, Erika Thomas, Francisco Vazquez

THANK YOU TO THE FORMER UHCLIDIAN & SIGNAL STAFF MEMBERS SINCE ‘75

* Look out for The Signal’s special edition on 
the Student Conference for Research & Creative 
Arts, on stands April 28.
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JAUMARRO CUFFEE
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Once again, the times are 
changing. It’s not a simple change 
of seasons. A whole age is disinte-
grating into digital.

Once upon a time there was 
storytelling. There still is story-
telling, but by the 15th century 
those stories, fables and battles 
were captured in print.

Those printed stories were 
bound in books, which began to 
inhabit amazing places called 
libraries and bookstores. We could 
not only borrow these books, we 
could buy them and fill our book-
shelves with their amazing yarns.

This may not be the historical 
version, by way of Gutenberg’s 
invention of the printing press, 
but it gets us to my day and age – 
an age of printed books.

Books come in all shapes and 
sizes. There are board books as 
big as your 6-year-old nephew 
and chapbooks small enough to fit 
inside your fanny pack.

More and more 6-year-olds 
have electronic toys and tablets 
that can read them a story, make 
farm sounds and provide them a 
doodling surface. But that tablet 
will never double as a fort.

Nowadays, the pages of chap-
books can be viewed on the phone 
in your back pocket. But those 
pages won’t have the lingering 
scent of Aunt Val’s White Shoul-
der perfume.

As the age of electronics pro-
gresses, we see the dawning of an 

age of e-books.
Who needs to horde hard-

copies when you can summon 
endless pages of Austen, Dickens 
and Dumas, satisfy your insa-
tiable thirst for Steinbeck, Stoker 
and Shakespeare, and then go 
on to read volumes of Grisham, 
Geisel and Fitzgerald on a single 
e-reader?

Who needs books filling up 
shelves and collecting dust when 
your entire library can fit on your 
tablet or the-ever present Cloud 
and clean up with a miniscule 
microfiber cloth?

Who needs books when you 
have the power of the amazing 
e-book?

We do… or at least I do.
The only thing between the 

pages of an e-book is a click, a tap 
or a swipe. There are no pressed 
flowers from your first formal 
dance. There are no overseas 
letters from your best bud who 
enlisted in the Navy. There are no 
notes scribbled next to Grandma 

Charlotte’s favorite passages. 
You may find an image of those 
flowers on Instagram or the let-
ter archived in your email, but 
grandma’s scribble may only be 
in the pages of her favorite book 
she used to read. Those things, 
the non-digital real ones, can be 
pressed, preserved and passed on 
in the pages of a book.

Power, even the power of 
e-books, corrupts. In the wake of 
e-books, chain and neighborhood 
bookstores have been laid to rest. 
To survive, others have graphed 
e-books into their inventory as a 
bridge to span the digital divide.

However, when the power 
supply is corrupted, or inter-
rupted, by the devastation of a 
hurricane blowing in from the 
Gulf, the lights go out and the 
glow of e-books may eventually 
fade to black. Printed books can 
continue to illuminate by flash-
light, candlelight, daylight or 
even flaming crayon, which burns 
about 15 minutes.

The age of e-books is not a 
completely dark age. E-books 
provide many with a variety of 
reading material they may not be 
able to afford or acquire in printed 
volumes. E-books allow people 
who are without transportation or 
otherwise homebound to pluck a 
collection of poetry off the Inter-
net as easily as they can pull it off 
their bookshelf. E-textbooks offer 
a measure of financial relief to 
UHCL students and others trying 
to stretch their academic dollars.

Times are changing. E-books 
are edging out the printed page. 
Streaming music and movies are 
making museum pieces of CDs 
and DVDs. Newspapers are going 
from newsprint to no print. Even 
The Signal is going mostly digital 
after the next issue.

Times are changing. The 
printed book is not extinct, but it 
is one letter short of an e-book.

Lamenting the loss of the printed page

STAFF COLUMN

JESSICA ALCOCER
THE SIGNAL

It seems like everyone at 
UHCL has something to say about 
the freshmen coming next fall.

What will we do about park-
ing? What does this mean for 
school dynamics? Exactly how 
many freshmen will be on cam-
pus? 

Has everyone forgotten when 
they were freshmen — oh that’s 
right, we just popped up at UHCL 
as juniors and seniors, right?

With the arrival of a new 
group of students there is defi-
nitely some underlying concern 
about sharing this campus with a 
younger demographic. I had only 
attended four-year colleges before 
transferring to UHCL. Maybe I 
don’t find the idea of freshmen 
joining us disconcerting because 
I’m used to it, or maybe it really 
isn’t going to be the end of UHCL 
as we know it. 

The type of atmosphere that 
comes with being a four-year 
college is exciting. Every stage 
of our college career takes place 
right in front of us on one cam-
pus. We will be surrounded by 
freshmen, some of whom will be 
finding their way through campus 
on a skateboard. 

The sophomores, who are 
trying to finish their basics, will 
be forced to decide what they 
actually want to do with the rest 
of their lives by declaring a major. 
Then, we’ll continue to have 
juniors, who have all the momen-
tum in the world to finish school. 
Finally, there’s still the tired 

seniors, who are just trying to get 
through the last of their classes 
no matter what — they  just want 
their degree. 

Maybe the reason some people 
have ill feelings toward the lowest 
class on the totem pole is just that. 
They are reminded of themselves 
at that age and time in their lives, 
and how they never want to go 
back to when they didn’t have a 
clue where to go or how to fit in 
at school. 

Now these people have 
worked their way through the 
first stages of college life to 
achieve the higher ranking known 
as “upperclassman.” But don’t 
freshmen have to exist to make 
an upperclassman feel a sense of 
authority?

What about the good things 
that may come along with being 
a four-year university? Sports 
would be a nice addition to 
UHCL. We already have Hunter 
the Hawk, so why not give him 
something to root for, like a foot-
ball field maybe? Campus life is 
the kind of thing you can’t force; 

it just happens. Maybe with the 
new additions we will see UHCL 
change for the better.

Personally, I would have liked 
for UHCL to have been a four-
year university when I graduated 
from high school. It’s closer to 
home, it would have been a lot 
cheaper and I would have prob-
ably stayed here throughout my 
whole college career instead of 
hopping around to three different 
schools. 

I felt a sense of the college at-
mosphere at my previous schools, 
but because I left, I don’t really 
feel like I can call them mine. I 
think most of us would have liked 
the opportunity to attend UHCL 
our entire college career and truly 
immerse ourselves in it. 

Maybe that is what the future 
holds for the new freshmen. We 
should all hope that they make 
UHCL their home instead of 
being afraid of the changes they 
bring. Besides, in 20 years we 
won’t be here, and not many will 
remember UHCL existing only 
as an upper-level university. The 
communities of  UHCL and Clear 
Lake should welcome these fresh-
men with open arms, as this starts 
a new chapter for our school. 

The first freshman class at 
UHCL is a milestone marker for 
the school. The new students will 
have their first experiences at col-
lege right here in front of us. They 
represent the evolution of UHCL 
and are not only symbolizing 
expansion, but making history. 

The freshmen are coming…so what?
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Professors recall campus’ 40-year history

 p a s t ,  present   and  f u t u r e

John Gorman,  
past and present.

The poem  
“Directives” was 
published in John 
Gorman’s book 
“The Oxford of 
the Floodplain” 
as a tribute to 
UHCL’s 20th  
anniversary.

KRIS STIVERS
THE SIGNAL 

The university is expanding to include freshmen and 
sophomore students with its four-year initiative, but in 
order to understand where the university is going, it’s 
important to know where it’s been.

 Founded in 1974, the University of Houston-Clear 
Lake has undergone many changes during the last 40 years.

 “We were founded to be interdisciplinary,” said John 
Gorman, professor of literature. “We wanted to let ideas 
and techniques from the more restrictive traditional majors 
flow back and forth and enrich the academic and personal 
lives of all involved.” 

 Gorman recounted the first year when there were just 
slightly more than 1,000 students enrolled and there was 
no organized student life. 

“Everything had to be invented from scratch, which 
was interesting,” Gorman said. “It was all very homemade. 
The spirit was good. The spirit of pioneering inventiveness 
is always fun, because people’s spirits are always high.”

A year later Nick de Vries, professor of fine arts, joined 
the UHCL faculty and, along with fellow fine arts profes-
sor Sandria Hu, cofounded the university’s art program.  
It was a very different art program from the one students 
know today.

“In 1975 our first classes in studio art were offered,” 
de Vries said. “Two of us were hired to teach courses in 
traditional two- and three-dimensional art. I taught all 
courses in 3-D work (ceramics and sculpture) 
and Professor Hu taught all courses in 2-D work 
(drawing, painting and printmaking).”

The art department has since expanded from 
three full-time faculty members to eight full-
time and eight adjunct faculty members, and it 
wasn’t just the faculty that increased.

“[Initially] all of our classes were in the Ar-
bor Building, where we used the atrium as an art 
display area,” de Vries said. “From all classes 
meeting in the same large studio, we slowly took 
over other spaces as our enrollment increased. 

Today we have one of the finest facilities in the country.”
While many academic programs started small and 

flourished, some have come and gone over time.
“We used to have theatre and dance,” Gorman said.  

“They were cancelled for financial reasons — some would 
say ‘alleged’ financial reasons. It was a big loss. We’ve 
also discontinued a program in future studies in which 
imaginative and valuable things were done.”

 Throughout the years, there have been numerous 
events with notable speakers including Danny Glover, Bar-
bara Bush, Olympia Dukakis and Dana Carvey. Gorman 
recalled the first guest speaker to visit the university.

“One of the business professors had known a man who 
was in the movies, Buster Crabbe, who, if I’m remember-
ing right had [played] ‘Tarzan’ at one point,” Gorman said.  
“He was brought in to speak on campus, and that was our 
first outside speaker.”

 The university’s first literary event also took place that 
year, following the death of famed poet Anne Sexton.

“[Former Professor of Literature] Gretchen Miesz-
kowski, [Former Professor of Psychology] Nanette Bruck-
ner, and I organized a memorial reading for her in the 
Arbor building, which is where all the classes were held 
at the time,” Gorman said. “That went well. Anne Sexton 
[was] a terrific poet. Just to spice things up I read one of 
her poems called ‘In Praise of My Uterus.’” 

With the underclassmen joining the university this fall, 
it will be interesting to see what popular trends catch on 

amongst the student body. Neither Gorman nor de Vries 
could recall any trends that stood out over the years.

“Our students, from the very start, had an average age 
in their 30s,” Gorman said. “Older people are less given 
to trends — no disco then, no twerking now. But many 
of those who planned the university were surprised by 
the strong interest in feminism, also there from the start. 
I think if a residential culture develops here, you’ll begin 
seeing more things like that. You need a self-defining un-
dergraduate life to develop traditions.”

De Vries added that although trends had not been 
noticeably different over the years, one thing did have a 
major impact on the university — technology. 

“The computer had a significant impact on the way 
students were learning,” de Vries said. “It had particularly 
impacted the areas of Web and graphic design.”

Gorman believes that the four-year initiative could be 
an opportunity to bring the university’s founding principles 
to fruition.

“The thing that held interdisciplinary formats at bay 
was not having freshmen and sophomores,” Gorman said.  
All along we’ve recruited professors with the interests we 
had pursued ourselves—so maybe the interdisciplinary 
idea will flourish again in the four-year UHCL.”

When asked what they would say to their past selves 
if the opportunity presented itself, Gorman and de Vries 
shared similar sentiments.

“I would tell him that I’m sure glad he changed his 
occupation to becoming an art educator,” de Vries said.  
“UHCL has been a great place to work, if you want to 
call it work.  I have loved coming to work everyday and 
working with and for some of the best people I have ever 
known. I have always received great support.”

Gorman noted that he and his past self are still very 
close.  

“Actually my former self and I are still in touch,” 
Gorman said. “UHCL turned out to be an excellent place 
to foster the values I brought to it in 1974. The responsive-
ness and accomplishments of the students have been a 
delight.” 
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The vending machines are here

in order that your quarters

may be turned into apples.

Respect the mystery of this thing.

The sun streaming in

through the glass roof of the atrium

must be cooled by the State of Texas.

My day

is so busy

that’s why I need a parking slot of my own.

Designated     A space.

Please use the mails responsibly.

Here we all stand

on one another’s shoulders and on those 

of the past.

The concessionaire (please use these services 

responsibly)

assures me that the coffee machines

will work without spillage if the directions

—printed plainly on the front of each unit—

are followed out.

I’m back and forth all the time.

If I don’t seem to use the cafeteria

(which has been provided for you convenience)

it’s not that I don’t like the food

or ... the exposure ...

The lavatory soap dispensers

exist for the prevention of disease

and the spread of disease.

If they are not always full,

proceed down the line trying

each of the others in turn.

If none works

DON’T TOUCH ANYTHING.

“Directives”
By: John Gorman



KELSEY CIABATTONI
THE SIGNAL

With progress comes change, and 
as UHCL gears up to make many new 
transformations next semester, it must also 
adjust to the retirement of two professors 
who have been with the university since its 
early years.  

Considered by many to be two of 
UHCL’s “founding fathers,” Nick de Vries, 
professor of art, and John Gorman, profes-
sor of literature, will retire this May after 
almost 40 years of teaching on campus.

“It’s strange to think of this campus not 
having those two here, especially in such 
a great time of change on campus,” said 
Samuel Gladden, associate dean of the  
School of Human Sciences and  

Humanities. 
De Vries began teaching at UHCL 

in 1975 and is credited with creating the 
art program along with Professor of Art 
Sandria Hu. De Vries wanted to establish 
his place on campus by building up a solid 
art program that placed a strong emphasis 
on exhibiting students’ art work, as well as 
by bringing outside artists onto the campus 
so that students could be exposed to other 
ways of working.  

“It’s very important for students to 
see and understand other artists’ nature of 
work,” de Vries said. “Bringing in other 
artists and exhibitions to the university al-
lowed me to show my students and the  
university a wider experience than they 
otherwise might not have had.”

De Vries earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
biology at Hardin-Simmons University in 
Abilene, Texas, in 1966. He took a couple 
of art courses his senior year, and as he 
said, “the rest is history.” He went back 
to school after a stint in the United States 
Army in Stuttgart, Germany, as a medical 
service officer and earned his Bachelor of 
Fine Arts at the University of Houston in 
1970 and a Master of Fine Arts with a spe-
cialty in ceramic sculpture at the University 
of Oklahoma-Norman in 1971.  

Renowned for his work in raku, lead-
glazed Japanese earthenwares, de Vries is 
currently creating an art piece that will be 
permanently installed in the courtyard area 
near the new art studio in the Arbor Build-
ing. He has also had more than 20 solo 

exhibitions and par-
ticipated in more than 
50 group exhibitions 
throughout his tenure.  
Moreover, the pro-
cess is underway to 
create a scholarship 
endowment fund in 
his name after alumni 
and community 
members pressed for 
its creation.

“I am very ex-
cited to see that his 
legacy will remain 
here permanently in 
a very visible form,” 
Gladden said. “He is 
a tireless promoter 
of his colleagues and 
of his students, and 
many, many people 
have benefitted from 
his wisdom and his 
talent.”  

In addition to his 
successes as an artist, 
de Vries has also 
been widely recog-
nized for his teaching 
capabilities, win-
ning the university’s 
outstanding teacher 

award four times. Similarly, he was a two-
time winner of the UHCL nomination for 
the Minnie Stevens Piper Teaching Award 
in 2001 and 2004 and was recognized as 
faculty Adviser of the Year in 2002 for his 
efforts with the Art Association.  

De Vries credits his service to his 
students as the biggest achievement of his 
time spent at UHCL and stated that it is 
what he will miss the most about retire-
ment. 

“I always tried to look out for my 
students and determine their strengths and 
weaknesses and what they wanted to get 
out of the program,” he said. “I’m always 
very concerned of what happens to them 
after they leave the program. I always tell 
them, ‘You have to go after something that 
you really enjoy.’”

Gorman, who began teaching at UHCL 
when classes began in 1974, is known as 
the university’s unofficial poet laureate, 
often composing poems for special events 
and occasions held at UHCL. His poetry 
has been published in numerous journals 
throughout the U.S. and Canada and is 
collected in four chapbooks including, 
“The Oxford of Floodplain,” which was 
produced to celebrate UHCL’s 20th anni-
versary. He was named one of three “State 

Poets” at the Austin International Poetry 
Festival in 2012. 

Gorman, who served as the keynote 
speaker at the 2013 December commence-
ment ceremony, earned his Bachelor of 
Art’s at the University of Notre Dame in 
1966, his Master of Arts in 1967 and his 
Ph.D. in 1975, both from the University of 
Virginia. He is the founder of the student-
published literary magazines Bayousphere 
and Marrow and has also been a faculty 
adviser for many student organizations.  

“John Gorman is a beloved teacher and 
a beloved colleague and very well respect-
ed by people at every level on campus,” 
Gladden said. “He really reaches people 
whenever he addresses them, whether it’s 
personally, one-on-one or a large group like 
at the commencement ceremony, he really 
reaches people because he understands the 
human condition and he speaks eloquently 
of it and to it.”

Reflecting back on his time spent at 
UHCL, Gorman says he is most proud of 
the university itself.

“It’s been an immense privilege to help 
form an institution from its beginning,” 
Gorman said. “I’m glad we’ve built a place 
with so much solid competence and such a 
confident, outgoing spirit. We were all re-
cruited because we thought teaching was of 
the first importance and because we wanted 
the fields of academic discipline to enrich 
one another.”

Gorman also has been acknowledged 
for his service in teaching by being 
awarded the UHCL Outstanding Professor 
Award in October 2013 and the President’s 
Distinguished Teaching Award in 1989, and 
he was a two-time nominee for the Minnie 
Stevens Piper Teaching Award.  

Gorman says he will miss the compan-
ionship of the university community most 
of all when he retires.

“The faculty is full of very bright, very 
interesting men and women; the students 
have been a source of constant delight,” 
Gorman said. “We’ve all come together in 
pursuit of the worthiest of purposes. These 
three decades have been charged with joy.” 

Although these professors will not be 
physically present on campus after this 
semester, their contributions and influences 
will remain in the wake of their legacies.  

“Among many lasting contributions 
is Professor de Vries’ involvement with 
our arts program including the UHCL Art 
Gallery, our Bachelor of Fine Arts program 
and our engagement with the broader com-
munity in the arts,”said President William 
Staples. “Professor Gorman’s contributions 
to the development of the Bayousphere as 
well as his recognition as the poet laureate 
of UHCL are most noteworthy. The profes-
sors’ impact on our students, alumni and 
university will be a lasting legacy for each 
of them and for which we are very grate-
ful.”

The sense of culture that these two pro-
fessors brought to the university will also 
remain long after they are gone Gladden 
added.

“They’ve helped create a wonderful 
culture that is our campus and that will be 
here for many, many years,” he said. “We 
owe these men our deepest gratitude for 
building a campus culture that not only 
makes a place for the arts but places the 
arts at the center of that culture.”

Two UHCL ‘founding fathers’ retire after combined 79 years of teaching

 p a s t ,  present   and  f u t u r e

             Nick de Vries, 
             past and present.
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The concessionaire (please use these services 

responsibly)

assures me that the coffee machines

will work without spillage if the directions

—printed plainly on the front of each unit—

are followed out.

I’m back and forth all the time.

If I don’t seem to use the cafeteria

(which has been provided for you convenience)

it’s not that I don’t like the food

or ... the exposure ...

The lavatory soap dispensers

exist for the prevention of disease

and the spread of disease.

If they are not always full,

proceed down the line trying

each of the others in turn.

If none works

DON’T TOUCH ANYTHING.

The doors of the washrooms 

are so constructed that you can 

easily open them with your foot.

Don’t smoke near the schefflera.

These plants are large and expensive

and have been purchased out of

one-time funding.

Here everything has been done for you.

Space provided   Access to services.

The climate control is such that Russian

engineers have asked for a full tour.

(This will be in April—

there will be meetings beforehand.)

These systems are both costly and delicate.

One mistake and we strangle in our efflux.

Please walk circumspectly

among my machines.

“Directives”
By: John Gorman



“[The course is] a one-hour credit 
class that will meet for two hours per 
week” said Yvette Bendeck, associate 
vice president of enrollment manage-
ment.

The first-year experience course 
will be linked with a core curriculum 
course that all freshmen are required 
to take. 

“We are using political science and 
history for these courses,” said Rick 
Short, dean of Human Sciences and 
Humanities. “For example, incom-
ing freshmen will enroll in a required 
introductory political science course. 
The first-year experience course will 
be attached to that course, so that these 
students will automatically sign up for 
a section of that course as well. They 
will complete both courses in the same 
semester.” 

The purpose of UHCL’s first-year 
experience course is to teach students 
how to apply basic college survival 
and study skills learned in the course 
to a core curriculum class, creating 
a direct transfer of these skills to an 
actual college course. By drawing a 
direct connection to a content course, 
such as political science and history, 
to the first-year experience course, 
instructors can coordinate assignments 
and expectations so that students can 
actually apply what they learn in class. 

 “Once [the freshmen] master the 
skills, they will be able to apply them 

to all of their college courses…also 
students in the first-year experience 
course will have additional support 
in that class to help them through 
any hard spots in the content course,” 
Short said. 

Short also points out that similar 
courses at other universities tradition-
ally focus on basic survival skills for 
completing college, such as study 
skills or using the library or time man-
agement.

“The problem with the traditional 
approach is that often there’s not much 
direct transfer of these skills to actual 
college courses,” Short said. “It has 
been typical that students might learn 
something like study skills that never 
get applied to their courses.”

Short believes UHCL’s new 
and direct approach to the first-year 
experience will teach students how to 
properly develop the skills they need 
to be successful,” Short said.

“The transition from high school to 
college sometimes is challenging.”

“Expectations for the two levels 
are very different. The first-year expe-
rience provides important support in 
making the transition – support that is 
immediately available and applicable 
in a real content class. Skills devel-
oped in the class are all about being 
successful in school all the way to 
graduation.”
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As of April 1, 2014, there 
have been a total of 580 fresh-
men and sophomore students 
accepted into UHCL for fall 2014, 
said Bridgette Daniels, executive 
secretary to the associate vice 
president of enrollment manage-
ment.

It remains to be seen how 
many of the accepted students 
will actually enroll.

“We are thinking by August 
we will have between 300-400 
freshman and sophomore students 
enrolled,” Staples said.

Police Chief Paul Willing-
ham said he does not believe the 
incoming freshmen and sopho-
more students will change the 
dynamic on campus. He believes 
once UHCL has thousands of 
younger students on campus with 
traditional housing, Greek life, 
partying etc., there will be a real 
change in dynamic at the univer-
sity, but right now the goal is to 
continue having a low-key, quiet 
campus.

Student Services established 
the Office of Orientation and New 
Student Programs, as part of the 
“four-year initiative” preparation. 
In order to make the transition 
a smooth one for new students, 
UHCL now requires a mandatory 
New Student Orientation.

UHCL’s new student 

orientation for freshmen is titled 
Student Orientation Academic 
Registration (SOAR). Each 
SOAR session will host 30-35 
students. The first freshmen ori-
entation is scheduled for June 13. 
Freshmen, sophomore and under-
graduate transfer students are not 
eligible to register for classes until 
they have attended one mandatory 
orientation session.

Darlene Biggers, associate 
vice president for student ser-
vices, has overseen the necessary 
changes for Student Services to 

be prepared for the freshmen and 
sophomore students’ arrival.

“The biggest change has 
been training our faculty and 
staff members on how to handle 
[younger] students,” Biggers said.

Biggers points out that 
because UHCL has never had 
freshmen and sophomore stu-
dents at the university before, it is 
important the university’s faculty 
and staff knows how to help make 
the students’ transition from high 
school to the university a smooth 
one.

One of the many offices 
involved with Student Services is 
the Student Success Center (SSC). 
The SSC handles tutoring, supple-
mental instruction, peer mentor-
ing and academic coaching.

“The SSC has expanded 
each of our programs to accom-
modate the incoming freshmen 
and sophomore students,” said 
Tim Richardson, director of the 
SSC. “One of the biggest changes 
to our department is the expan-
sion of tutors and supplemental 
instruction. We want to include 
as many tutors and supplemental 
instructors in our lower-level 
courses as possible.”

Richardson said the SSC has 
expanded its programs in such 
a way that it will not only help 
make the transition to UHCL a 

smooth one, it will continue to ac-
commodate the university’s junior 
and senior-level students.

“We are absolutely not taking 
away any of the programs that 
have been helping our junior- and 
senior - level students,” Richard-
son said. “We are only expanding 
to accommodate our younger stu-
dents, and we hope the expansion 
of our programs will continue to 
help our older students.”

Another office involved with 
Student Services is the Math 
Center. In order to prepare for the 
incoming freshmen and sopho-
more students, the Math Center 
has expanded its tutoring for 
almost every mathematics and 
statistic course that the university 
offers, said Allen Cox, director of 
the Math Center. Online tutoring 
options will be expanded in the 
future.

Other major changes to Stu-
dent Services involve the Office 
of Student Life. In preparation for 
becoming a four-year university, 
the Office of Student Life has 
created the Hawk Leadership In-
stitute and the Tradition Council. 
The office also oversees appear-
ances by UHCL’s new mascot, 
Hunter the Hawk.

“We are also adding more rec-
reational activities by upgrading 
the basketball court, tennis court, 

soccer field and adding a cricket 
pitch,” Biggers said. “Although 
we are short on inside space, we 
are at an all-time high of [84] stu-
dent organizations on campus.”

Biggers points out that it may 
seem like everything the universi-
ty is putting together is to accom-
modate the incoming freshmen 
and sophomore students, but she 
feels as though the changes will 
benefit all students.

“My assumption is the re-
sources will benefit all students 
and will build more of a school 
spirit,” Biggers said. “I hope 
students will see [the resources 
are] helping everyone, because we 
are accepting 300-400 freshmen 
and sophomores, but we will have 
7,000 plus upper-level and gradu-
ate degree students.”

Richardson believes UHCL 
accepting freshmen and sopho-
more students will be a big cul-
tural change for the university but 
that it is a necessary change.

“It is an exciting yet chal-
lenging time for UHCL, and the 
credit goes to the faculty, staff 
and administration,” Staples said. 
“I have no doubts this is the right 
thing to do in the expansion of 
UHCL, and I hope in 10 years 
people will be saying the same.”

FRESHMEN: continued from page 1

TUITION: continued from page 1
president over finance, and Usha Mathew, 
associate vice president over finance, in 
a release statement to The Signal. “All 
mandatory fees/course fees will continue to 
be variable and may change annually in the 
fixed tuition rate plan.”

Students who choose not to be a part 
of the fixed-rate tuition plan will continue 
to pay an adaptable rate tuition, which is 
subject to increase each academic year. 

Tuition revenues at the University of 
Houston System will be used to enhance 
programs and resources aimed at promot-
ing student success. The University of 
Houston-Clear Lake plan is to dedicate this 
revenue toward the growth and retention of 
faculty and staff. The university also plans 
to add a new nursing program.

The fixed rates, also known as tuition 
freezes, are a part of a state government 
policy that restricts the ability of admin-
istrators of colleges and universities to 
increase tuition fees for students. The hope 
is that this policy will help to improve the 
accessibility of secondary education for 
working-class families and students.

The changes in tuition policy were 
instigated by Texas Governor Rick Perry, 
who, while attending the Texas Tribune 
Festival in September 2012, stated that 
students who go to state universities should 
retain the same tuition costs in their senior 
year as when they entered as freshmen.

“We’ll tell an incoming freshman, ‘This 
is what the university will charge you for 
four years,’” Perry stated at the festival.

The cost of college tuition has become 
increasingly more expensive for students 
attending state universities in Texas since 
it was deregulated under Perry’s admin-
istration in 2003. When state funding 
decreased, tuition was deregulated in order 
to make up for the loss in funding.

“The intent of fixed-rate tuition is to 
add predictability to the cost of attendance 
for families,” said Kelly Polden, assistant 
director of communications at the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board. 
“Texas House Bill 29 indicates a specific 
tuition rate will be set for the entering 
student who chooses to participate in a 
fixed-rate program, and will apply for at 
least the first 12 consecutive terms after the 

student’s initial enrollment.”
In Texas, House Bill 29 was created 

to help families and students who lacked 
financial stability to better manage the cost 
of finishing their education at a university 
and graduating. The tuition rate will not 
change as long as students enrolled in this 
program complete their degree in four 
years.

Yet this same time table is what the op-
ponents of the tuition freeze address. Those 
who disagree with the policy point out that 
many students must work in order to pay 
for school. While taking 15 credit hours a 
semester may be doable for some students, 
juggling a full-time job while maintaining 
a full-time course load can make things 
difficult for students who are trying to 
graduate.

Another issue that opponents of the 
tuition freezes are quick to point out is that 
tuition freezes have a history of a higher 
increase in tuition when the states that 
practice this policy are going through peri-
ods of low funding.  When these states ex-
perience low funds and public universities 
are forced to raise tuition again, it is often 
a significantly higher increase for which 
the student body is generally unprepared.

Texas is the second state in the nation 
to offer fixed-rate tuition for students who 
are attending state colleges and universi-
ties. Many states have followed the ex-
ample and now offer fixed-rate tuition.

“I do know that the University of Texas 
and other institutions have started imple-
menting fixed-rate tuition,” Polden said.

Perry also called for linking 10 percent 
of universities’ state funding to the popula-
tion of student graduates.  While speaking 
about this new policy at Thomas Jefferson 
High School in northwest Dallas, Perry 
explained that if colleges and universities 
are not having as many students graduat-
ing, they will receive less funding.

“This will encourage universities to do 
everything they can to help their students 
complete their degrees and graduate in a 
timely fashion,” Perry said. 

FIRST-YEAR EXPERIENCE: continued from page 1

“We are only
expanding to
accommodate our 
younger students, 
and we hope the
expansion of our 
programs will 
continue to help 
our older
students.”

– TIM RICHARDSON,
DIRECTOR OF THE 

STUDENT SUCCESS 
CENTER

COLDEN SNOW: THE SIGNAL
Students gather on the patio outside of the SSCB.
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APR*

www.jscfcu.org • 281.488.7070
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate, based upon credit qualifications. Rate and term subject to change without 
notice. A fixed-rate loan for $2,000 on a 6.75% APR paid for 10 months would have 10 monthly payments 

of $206.28. Valid March 1st - May 31st, 2014.

6.75%
Up to $2,000

10 Month Term

Federally 
insured  
by NCUA

We Do Business in 
Accordance With  
Federal Fair Laws.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NCUA

On behalf  of  the past  and current SGA 
Executive Council ,  directors and advisor, 

we send our heartfelt  thanks to everyone that 
supported us in 2013-2014! It  was a sincere pleasure 

serving UHCL students.  Remember that this  is 
your school.  Stay informed. Be involved.  Go Hawks! 

•• STUDENT LIFE • STUDENT LIFE •STUDENT LIFE • STUDENT LIFE ••



Robin Aleman 
Elham Azari 
Shvetha Balajee 
Kimberly Belsley 
Denise Bergman 

Deepali Bodhe 
Katherine Boggess 
Carla Bradley 
Candice Brantley 
Julie Brenengen 

Katie Bruno 
Sandra Buso 
Brittany Cardenas 
Lindsey Carelock 
Gina Carlson 

Terri Copeland 
Tiffany Croft Fitzpatrick 
Brandi Deleon 
Anusha Sai Donavalli 
Sarah Dudley 

Regina Duffey 
Coretta Duplessis 
Jenson Erapuram 
Roxanne Fabiani 
Paul Fullmer 
 
Gowtham Gandhimathi 
Julie Garner 
Deamantina Garza-Garcia 
Shipra Gupta 
Nancy Gwinn 
 

Jonathan Headberg
Mallori Henceroth 
Karol Hernandez 
Sonya Herridge 
Cheron Hillmon

Uyen Hoang 
Sarah Hopson 
Christine Houston 
Julie Jackson 
Chaitanya Kala 

Mary Anne Kane 
Kellie Keener 
Kenneth Kettler 
Loan Le 
January Luberger 

Kavitha Madhavarajan 
Mari Martinez 
Justin Medellin 
Jeremy Mejia 
S. Leticia Messmer 

Toby Meusburger 
Raza Ali Mohammad 
Jennifer Morrow 
Candace Mowrey-Pullin 
David Moya 

Apoorva Naidu 
Trieu Hai Nguyen 
Tram Ngoc Nguyen 
Binh Chi Nguyen 
Natasha Nielsen  
 

David Oliva 
Samantha Oser 
Harsha Patil 
Resel Pereira 
Ashok Punna 

Shraddha Rane 
Jessyka Reynoso 
Dawn Rodriguez 
Courtney Sanders 
Jennifer Serrano 

Deanna Sherrill 
Himaja Siddabatula 
Radhika Singh 
Kristen Skipper 
Kimberly Stonestreet 

Daniel Sweet 
Randon Taylor 
Siddartha Thota 
Lisa Tieu 
Heather Tolleson 

Lauren Totten 
Hang Tran 
Jocelyn Uriostegui 
Sai Rashmika Velugula 
Shalaka Virkar 

Quyen Thi Thuy Vo 
Julie Ann Voss 
Huy Tran Quoc Vu 
Sarah Wang 
Mina Yamane

Who’s Who
Congratulations to the student recipients of the 

2014 Who’s Who Awards
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FRANCISCO VAZQUEZ
THE SIGNAL 

There is a room located in the 
Student Services Building that is 
said to cure numerous ailments.

From anxiety to tachycar-
dia, and everything in between, 
students who spend time within 
the walls of this room are known 
to leave with a renewed sense of 
understanding and control toward 
an obstacle that many have come 
to know as Math.

For the past three months 
Allen Cox, director of the Math 
Center, has worked diligently 
to make this tutoring facility an 
approachable and helpful environ-
ment for any UHCL student to 
come and strengthen their math-
ematical muscles. 

“We want students to feel 
comfortable with coming into 
our tutoring center,” Cox said. 
“We don’t want to stress them out 
more than they already are for 
perhaps doing poorly in a math 
course.”

The Math Center, located in 
SSCB 2.101, now offers tutor-
ing in more than 20 different 
mathematic sections ranging from 
College Algebra to Advanced 
Calculus and is open to all UHCL 
students who need a little extra 
help getting a grip on their math 
course.

Cox joined the UHCL Divi-
sion of Student Services team in 

January. Not only has he been a 
private math tutor since the age 
of 17, he has experience teaching 
a number of mathematic courses 
at universities such as Kent State 
and Michigan State. Cox earned 
both his M.A. in mathematics and 
B.S. in mathematics at Kent State 
University. 

Because of his experience 
teaching and tutoring in different 
education centers, Cox is excited 
to mold the Math Center into the 
most effective and accessible 
math tutoring facility possible.                   

An inviting sense of calm and 
focus can be felt in the room as 
math tutors engage with students 
one-on-one at tables and in nearby 
study rooms. Almost visible is the 
illumination of light bulbs turn-
ing on outside heads of the once 
confused students who decided to 
walk through the door.

Cox realizes that to many 
students, even the thought of math 
can trigger anxiety and feelings of 
discouragement. 

“A big reason why a lot of 
students do not finish their degree 
is because they do not complete 
their math requirement,” Cox 
said. “So when I came on in Janu-
ary we opened the Math Center 
up to tutor any math course that 
we could; now we offer tutor-
ing for almost every single math 
course.”

Math major Melissa Rubio is 

one of the Math 
Center’s nine 
friendly tutors; 
her energetic and 
welcoming pres-
ence can be felt 
as she walks into 
the room. Rubio 
raves about 
the satisfaction 
she feels when 
she is able to 
help students 
realize that they 
can understand 
once seemingly 
impossible math 
concepts. She 
said she “abso-
lutely loves it” 
when students 
come back to 
show off their 
passing math 
grades after vis-
iting her for tutoring sessions.

“For me math is fun, and 
teaching it to students in a way 
where they understand the con-
cepts is very rewarding for me,” 
Rubio said. “I want every student 
to know that there is no such thing 
as a question that is too dumb 
or too small; if there is some-
thing that you don’t understand 
just stop by, and we will love to 
explain it to you in a way you can 
understand.”

The Math Center is currently 

in the process of transferring 
to a new facility in the Bayou 
Building that is larger and better 
equipped to serve the anticipated 
growth of the UHCL student 
body. They even have a presence 
on social media and are looking 
into online tutoring.

“We want to renovate the 
Math Center to be a very compre-
hensive resource for any student 
taking a mathematics course,” 
Cox said. “Our goal is to create 
a more open relationship with 
the student body so that they feel 

comfortable coming in when they 
genuinely need help.”

The Math Center is open to all 
UHCL students Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on a drop-in basis. A complete list 
of math courses that are available 
for drop-in tutoring can be found 
on the homepage of the Math 
Center’s website at www.uhcl.
edu/mathcenter.

New math center now available to students

FRANCISCO VAZQUEZ: THE SIGNAL
Statistics graduate and Math Center tutor Paramito Banerjee helps Freddie Munoz, 
math major,  prepare for an upcoming exam.
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Carla Bradley, graduate digital media studies student and president of the Student Gov-
ernment Association, has been nominated by Renu Khator, chancellor of the University 
of Houston System, to be considered for the 2014-2015 student regent position with the 
UH Board of Regents.

“Getting this far into the appointment process has been a privilege,” Bradley said. “When 
I applied for the position, I just thought that my application would be sitting on some-
one’s desk collecting dust. I honestly had no idea that I was qualified enough to compete 
with law and political science students and never thought that I would be even consid-
ered for an interview.”

The board is expected to announce the name of the two students chosen to serve as 
student regents sometime in April. 

SGA president candidate for UH Board of Regents

Houston, TX USA

Juleen Arabie
General Manager

16902 El Camino Real, STE 3-D
Houston, TX 77058,
USA

Phone: 281-282-9151
Fax: 281-486-2698
Cell: 832-248-3541Email: juleen@gulfeducationconnection.com

Website: http://www.gulfeducationconnection.com/
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