
JAMES F<,J BAY 
James F o Bay Eleme .. Ttary was 

n EUTt~d af tg:r Mr u J&11es F t• Bav He 
w F .. s bor n in Ri chards, Te.xas'-o Hi s 
:fat her 1Tas a far.mar C> H:i e m@ t her ran 
a b~ar ding h@US®o He rec~ived h i s 
B A ,~ degree in h :Lstsry and Ertg1ish 
and h i s Maste~s in Elem~ntary 
Edueat i en He got t hese d~gr ees 
:frcJI: Sam Hous t on Uni vers 5.. t y· r:, . 

He ca.me t o Seabrook ·i p :_. 1939 . 
as a teacher, .. In 1945 h~ ·became 
Sup~ri ntendent of· S~abrook .In.depend= 
ent Schoel Di stri c t ~ Aft er censcli ~ 
dation in 1948 h~ became Principal 
sf Seabrook El ementa.ry 0 

He initiated Pa.rent Confer<ence 
Day e He knew all cf h i s s t udents by 
name even after th~y gr ad~a t ed and 
f ollow~d t he i r progress ~ He was a 
m~mber ef the Seabr eok M~ t hodi st 
Chur ~h ~ He serv ed on ·i';he b c.:: ards .. · as 
head of the Educat i on Departmen;c~ 
Super intendent of SUt, day Schooi and 
er: e ommi t t aes (, He was a 1. i fe member 
ef Texa. P ,, ToA o 

Mi k.e ;_Bocker 

EARLY- ·~cHOOL DAYS IN SEABROOK 
In 1940 James F o Bay was 

di:lf'ferent from what it · i s t _oday ~ If 
'3' f)'J. came to school earl y you. weul d 
hav e ts shovel coal for t he heating 
stoves o Scheol alwa .. ys s t arted at 7: 30{-

M.r .a Bay u B offi ce was on. the 
s t ag~ ,:- The schecl s~cra t ary ·was Mi ss 
Sw~.:. e "'li ,, One of the teachers was Mr o 
Hal lmark whCZ1 taught 6th and 7th 
gra desc There wera only 20 to 25 
k i ds i n each class o There were basic 
subjec ts -- Mathr English and Science o 

Eaeh day the chi ldren. a.-te lm1c.c 
at th~ Cemmuni.ty build i ng because 
t here was ne school l uneh r oom o Lu.r._-; 
was 1.0¢ and ysu always found Mro Ba:ir 
helping ~ Mrso Porter lead the daily 
blessing and always taught prop·er 
·table manners ,:, At the end of meal s :, 
Mro Bay weu.ld beat t h e kettl es with 
a ail ver spoon saying, "sec orids, · 
seconds"~ The big events of the year 
were the lfLB.y Day Party and the 
Hal loween Carni val ~ 

Shauna Di llon 

BALLENTINE HOUSE 
. The Ball entine house was built : 1 

1895 a It was one of ~he f i rs + hous es 
bu:tlt i n Seabrook .. and it still -s t an :: 
It waf::: bu.i l t about 85 years ago O · a n.d 
i ·t was also the town ~ s first :Libr a ry 
Ansul Wiltsie was the persen who .. bu.i. 
·the he-use and had no idea. he was ge :u 
te bui ld a libr ary o This a ll _. s tart ed 
when some folks asked Lady Wil ts i.e i:. ·• 
she wanted a few books o Seems l i ke t} -:~ 
w~re Eell ing the placeB except the br ~: 

She said she ~d l eve to have t h ~ 
becks o Then , she ge -:.; t he i dea of a 
~ibrar y o The library was r i ght in h~1 
parl erc, Ansul put shelves i n t he 
pa.rler whit.!h are still there c, He put 
all the bcoks up th~r e nice an d neat: 
Before yeu knew iti felke ~ei:,e ex
changi ng bsoke they hadn"t reado 

In 1924 the Ba1lentines bought 
the preperty frem the Wil tsies-" 

Mr o and Mrso Ge crge Eo Bal lentir 
were ·married on Febru.ary 18, 1936 i n 
HGustones old court yard by Justice 
of the Peace, Thomas Mo Mayerso Then 

( BALLENTINE, pa.ge 2 } 
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he b }c·ov,,ght h :L s bride v Bes :i tc- Meyer 
s ·~ra,e -f-. vthe .... ra ~ th~, live 26 'ti t:',aY' S 

- ~ _, -~ ~ __,. l;; ':' ~ ~ .... t.: :---· ! . .. C' .. 

m ..... .: Ba l }.en-cine: Yl1" (' B~d. J. en tlne 
~as bo:r·:J. en ~tarch 16, 18~8 0 1:fis 
.ncH.::S e wa.s h '.n.l t by Mrc W:tl.t s ::.i, e o He 
h a d a garden sLrr,roun.d i ng h :i s het,.i_,s(t L • 

He E-POL t mos t cf' h i s f res t i.mtR the1 ·e ,, 
Hi s garden W& S h i s l i f a n 

}fo (~8t:. }. :r emem.l'er the l'? 'JO s-tGrl:~o 

P.~ s a ~1- cl. i . t; wa,s the mcst fr :.g}i_t(~n i ng: _ 
~i gh t c £ h i s li~e ~ He can reme~bcr 
wf:..,"tt;S c n:mh1g fx·am. 20 iQ 30 .f e@ t high r , 

The wt::<t7 .3s c 2.:r.- ried. many tbh1gs ~ 
:lnc l u.d.:~ng bales of ccttc-L c In the 
mc.rni ng t·ov.. f;::ruld see h i s l H1l1s~ on 
its s i de -

Ano .f;hsr ti:m.e ,, h i s cov.~;::-n Jack:: 
w1:.1.- waB 4- c 1~· 5 yt;,a.rs old:: g e·t a Eew 
ski~f~ Lee tar hi s s i s t er anJ }e0rge 0 

v-=1eri:1~;. dovn -_ t c t h~ l a k e to P~-. n.y Ki t h i ·1:. ,·. 
\f;:i j_ :- El t hey v;; r, --~·e d~wr there ,; a~ :..-~ 
d e 0

:- ::,. d,,.3 d 1 0 -':._,( bv .. y· s nme c e,n :i.y •'.) The 
tf. ·,;ncr~r~.'t was E Q s trc.n·"g r Le~ ~':!, a n d 
Geerge t rie~ to persuade h jm net 
-t~ g @, :· H~ w~!~ ·I'.; arryway 0 Wher1. h (~ g c t 
tt".u, t t:f 'the sk if'f t he saw s e:~78 :~igs 
a2.:,d get sca:·:-ea. an d jump fil d b ·.a,:;k in 
~-he s}:iff o 'J:}i F1n r, i JG tur r1.ed -::r v ec c • 

Ther~ was blue mud at the b0ttam 
af th0 : a ke a beut t s n f eet deep an~ 
s -met:hi ng 1 :t k ,'l; qu .. icksan d.~ J ack got 
s tu~k in i t a n d .,they thou.gr1 t he 
w0,.1l d d_'nw:n, :~ee --t a r·an and -told 
hie m~ther ~ She told Ge orge t o try 
tfi v:a6i· e.n&. g ;-~t h :\.m,. Th en 0 ::-;apa ca.ire 
a.:G,c1 gt t h o 16 11f him and 'fJ@rked h i m 
lik~ E- ,~ash1·8✓- -:- .:' Then they t0 0Jc, him 

Texas 

:in August:; 1889 ,_. She spertt her scht~ c ~ 
dav-:3 5. n Abilene -. She had to walk 
sl!~!•::?ra.::.. mi l es t n schGol each day P ar _; 
v1hEn . ~he g .:- t h.Em:e fl there was always 
cho:,·:"e ;:.:- t ~ b e do:r e 0 Then they did t ht::J 
he.mew·: rk ~ 

1J_1h s Eallen t ines l ived GT.s Mey~r 
S-tree ·t wi t ~1. the j r· daugh~ter who is 
r.0·w ?YU s ._ B.~nney Sand ,:;rs ~ She lives j : 

Clear· Lake c 'I·he:.·e a ~:-''3 two grandch ilr~1 
Dar·l e:": 3 Sa:~d er s and Bennie ~}o:::ris 
S&:nde·: .3 and tvm gr l!a t .,..,g:randch~l ldren .. · 
ftike W .1yne Sande ~cs a nd Ber.ni e Merr~~ s 
Sand~?'S,, 

Tnis y ear ' 1980 ) v the Bal lent~nE 
House :;Jas pa.rtially destroyea .. by f .'_r~ 
Thi s 1.T;-3.s a :.'l 85 year 01..d house whicl 
8urvi ·r~d t h e 1 90J ar:d 1915 storms anc 

.A l icia Knoedl er 

THE MIDDLE BfYOU SCHOOL 
Cne e·f the firs t s chool buses i n 

th~ a :i:-~a came f . ~m tb !: Middl ~ Bayot:. 
Schoo: ,.J It was call~d "the . k i. c wago:r_il 
I t V\/B-8 a.n c;;,ld eovered wage:ri that theJ 
use( i; (J put kids i n o 

T~1er e were three drivers c- They . 
wer~ :P/L"" a Do bsen :i Mre: , Donnell r, and 
1.rom w::_1 -tsi o a Even s t·m.~times Dave 
Ball ei1~ine drove it " 

Vt1 en ·-,he s r:hoo l. was · movec. to Fa·,, 
they b :ce1igl.i·~ the lit::rary v alsc.o He 
put ... ,h~ betc ks fr@m t L .. libra.r7 i n Et 
whele bv..nch (lf hoxes , Some ef the 
books were given to area persons by 
Mro E,e;v,., • 

Vance Wagenknecht 



ALICE ROYAL 

M:r,~ .") I. l ice Reyal is c ~; r s chool 
lib-rar·1.:1.n ,- She hs,s been a t thi s 
s ch@~l fer 24 yearso This i s her 
25 -';i;h Yl3ar 0 She has nc: t alt.Nays b<!en 
a · l ib;a.::-ia.:1 ~- though she hEB been a 
l i brarian here f ~r 17 schc-ol years,,_ 
The ~t h~r seven she was a classrocm 
t eacher ,., She taught Eind@rga 1"'ten, 
3.,...~ /J · h ~...., ~n 4::,v , r:.l w~aiY'I, +1.; r~ 6"1.\..1,., .l! \.!. 11 r u~! !) ,,, -,i • r ~-v.. ~ ...,J. .:. \;,l: ; '-'1!. 

gr&d~ was s ·1;1.ll hers r, she 1; a 11gh.t 
-th~.t :, HoweYe1" v she si,ys h~ :r.- fa:vor ~:. te 
gr ad~ ·ta t~a ch was 5 t-h gT2:.cl6 o 

M.rs c Rc-yal says that sh;s weu.l d 
rat hi:!Y' be a li b:caria}~, -'c;har a class= 
r~em t ~~eher o As a l ibrari anr she 
me~ t s a l l the k i dsD when a classrocm 
teacher cai.1 " t ,, 

With a l l the interes ·; c~nters 
a n d ·:;h1' c omputer in the L ibrary, 
Mrs ~ H.{'lyal says that it g ,1ts very 
no i sy in there o Sometim~s ~ she ge t s 
prat ·~ s,ggr avated with th~ kids! She 

· used to t;h i r,k 3 peGple f "r u. L~ a claf;S 
was er:.Gugh r but readi ng gJ· ... eups 
s t G,pped th~t -:, 

Mr s o Rc--yal says she clo;!sn ~ 't ha---re: 
t~ic;; mu.,::!h tx-'t::u ble w:t th the, h:i ds c In 
ether wordeD most cf the~ i i ke to 
read :: The ~p~ople that den " ·'-; r she says ,) 
a r ~ ~tht! m1e•s that havs diffi culty 
reading .. 

M:Y·s () Rc.;ral was b orri; 01:1 D~cembe~c 
13 in No Pleasar.d;on 0 Texa$ c: She has 
'thr·ee children; -cw~ b-:>ys an.d one gi::--1 o 

Shs a l sr h a.~ two granriso:r..s r: - H@r 
husband is p :-:tincipal cf' C)~ea-r" Lak~ 
" . +- E"· .A. S - 1 ''J 1. .... J -:.t eme.!, .... vary c.ne c o 

GOOSE EG1 
Bae k i t:'. the 1800 ° s wht?n the 

ft: h i ldr19n in Seabrook n tied.fHi light a.:-'i:; 

n i gh·t they fo v..r::.d a s pecial w:::.:y t o g~ 
ito ihey would take a big goese egg 
and bl~-w ·the i n sides sut ,:, Thenr, th@J 
w6ul d ea-ct:h f L ~'·efl:i ~so They w~uld p 1.; 
·them in the egg and caver the h0le -, 
The f:Lreflies gave j ust eneugh ligh i 
to he l p them wa.lk d l. wn the hallwa:,· 
in th~ da.rko 

Sha.wri Heath 

RUGERS HOTEL 
A little after 1900 0 the Ruger ·£ 

H~tel was buil t~ Charles Chri stia~ 
Rv~ge .rs built t h e Rtigers Hote .... Mrs 0 

Hecke~:- ar.d Rug~rs ~1 .. re sis t er· and 
broth ?rc . 

Acerns we:.--e brc,ught fron a c :~ -'t ;y 
p~_.rk i n N~w Orl eans .:: They planmad 
them i n front of the Rugers Hotel ., 
Now ~~ey are b \ g oak trees ~ ~hese 
JGrees now stan.d in f ront of ·:;he 
Lakf'vvo od Yacht Club .:, 

Th~ Rv'8ers Hot~l was closed sc 
they decided t c. m.ake the Rugers Hct;e 
int~ a boy s homeo There was a fish 
pond ·there fulI cf beautiful geld 
f'ieh c Each. ehi l d ir.;, Seabrook was f,;; 'iv 
t wo 0 They bui1 ---~ the Lakewtrod Yacht 
Clut:- t n p l ace of ths beys hen:;e o Tl':.r, 
Lakewood. Ya.eht Club i s still stancli r· 
The b i g ea.k trees &L "e still t here 
righ t wh(!r~ they wex·e planted abrru:t 
a few years ago o 

Sus an Eicher-auer 

INTEJ1Vll:.~ OF TL NIE MUECiCE 
What did yov~ do when you were 

small ? f'I·t was lots m&re fun than 
ncwo At l3ast wa thought it was bac~ 
then .-. There wer·i! jt•st 300 people i n 

{lfl ECKE D page 4) 



I -
i -~ ( M , BRANT:: c ontvd.:, r, from p2g~ 7 ) 
i -- <;f land tha-t, previcusly were beaches 

-· and n.G,w under wa:ter ._, Subsidence was 
~ansed by the remcval of-- u11de1"' ground 
wa:ter by ch~.i.nel indus ~ii rie:3 o 

This P~- actiee is new regulat ed, 
-out th~ }_and wi ll continue to sink 
at a m1;,ch s t swer rate-:, I have se~n 

.... ~ra.na .t"t lf"ts changed to buil ding st tes 
- f t\r new herr: ,~s and the number- ef 
.... sullillier :residents d~crease and the · n.um~ · 
.... ber c1: perm0..nent year around residen·~s 
- it11c:r-eas ~ :- The aclYen-t o-f freeway s 

l eadi ng te, a.Yld from Her .ts ton mads it 
- pessi bl e fo r residen t s ta _l i ve .-in 
··· El Jardir.,, an d commute to worlt,J 

. · .... . · ,_ 

Clarence Svr _nea 

MRS o SAN1'0RD 
I m&ved to El Jardin f r om; 

- H•us ten in 1957 with ~r fami l y ,o · At 
· that time the grass be t;ween. the houses 
• wa,s head high:, blocking the · v i sion 
- · beiwesen the homes a~ the str eeii I 
·- live CHi.¢ Thl s was cu.,, by t ·re.ctor 
◄ mcwer within two years and :t s :now 

kept te an 18 height o:;:-· lowir:). ;- · 
The beach at oux pier was a 

- beautiful v grassy hill tha ~ :has changed 
- to a mu~h shorter h ill becaus e. of 
• subsidence o The blu..f'f has _changed 
·-- t·rom 1 7 ft~ high to 14 ft c .. 

I hav e seen th'9 ol d tilfd!l"'S 
~harige tt: the younger generation with 
l~ts &f new i deas about the ··.pke@:p 

_ ~:f the pier r- parks 0 etr!o w~:i ch,p:roved 
tG be g~od i d~as o .· 

The Volunteer Fir8 Depar -'l'anont is 
still inta~ t with some of t t e eharter 
~emtcrs ,nroll¢d o The s~wage lines 
.1:1a·i1e repiaced the sept .::,c t.a.rk_s we 

were f&,rced tf:.: use u.ntil 1978 ,. The 
drain.age ditche s a ·r e imprcnrsct :: ar..d 
many more changes:) ·too nu.merous to 
menti env ha~,e t aken place through 
the years = all fo r t he bettero 

Cla,r ence Swinea 

SAl'fTA ANNA CCMES TO SEABROOK 

On~ d.ay t t,e Texans rounded v_p 
Santa A11n;. es a nr.y a t San Jac i nto ,'.) 
S&nta Anna was sent t0 General Sam 
Hvus ton who dec id~d to take him te 
scme safe place un"'cil they could 
decid1::: wh:~:t to do wi t h him o 

A day or. t wo l ater several 
white men rode 11.p to Mro Morris (; 
pl ace just before dark with a 
Mexi can p~:·i soner they were guarriing 
very ~los .. 1l y ,, 9:hey would not tell 
who h~ was ., They had supper and 
Mr,. Morris gave them beds f'o r the 
n i gh"t.:-

Thte :worris ~ had a parrot who 
was a goof talker and had a way of 
screaming "Savannah" which scund.ed 
very much like '1Santa Anna" as the 
Mexicans pronounced it ~ The parrot 
had not been no -ti ~ed by the stran.ger: 
unti l it suddenly s creamed "Savannah· 
The M®xican almost jumped and his 
face turned white as a sheet o Mro 
Morris knew it was Santa Anna s, He 
told t he guards and they a~itted 
tG h tm that it ,,.,as and told. him 
they wer,i taking hi rci to Freeport und •: 
Geno Houste;.n°s {'rde:cs ., They swcre 
him to se t:I•ecy unti l they could get 
him tri safety r. I mag~ .. ne Santa Anna 
right here in Seabr~ok! 

Ki mberly Markley 



Chri s Olzi nger 

SEABROOK AND PIRATES 
f _ Whan ~the buccaneer vi:~.,s,ge of 
'( Campaaha O ©11~ Gal vestcn~ Isl~trrd? was 
·: · · di sband ad O ·there were SGI!!!: free-· 
l . bc-a ..,Gars whe dee i d@d nt t to go · to 

sea wi t h Lafit t~c- Mcst of t he 
freeb~a.ters ca1ne i nla.Ld and settl ~d 
dt Wll a r·oun.d the area Y1h.ere t he 

.. tc-wn of Kema..h and S eabrock are ne,w 
leca t ed o Th!!ir descenc-~an.ts still 

·- liv·e i n th'!se small v :fl llag~s and the 
oeme·i;~-r ies t here still h~wE~ many 
t~mbstrJnes t hat; art? e1,.gra l er.:. with 

= the narr-as a:f the remn~,nts of· Lafit t e r F 
~ pirate gang :-

Even the stre@t n3.mes su.ch as 
:. "Kippn in Kem.a.hp refle:ct tr' E: inflUEHj- ~~ 
- ··;;hat thase ex-=Lafi tte hench-n:1en had 
·-~ cm. th& a r ea. o On~ of ·these pi ra t es 

na.ml!d Jim Campbell£> s~ttlsd 15 milas 
sou.th of Seabrook on a bayon that 
was la"ter to bear his nam<t = Campbell il s 

' ,,_ Bayouo 
Ano the::' one of LE-.fi t t ~ 0 s lieu ten-,, 

ants n? ... D1ed Taylor,, bu:.l t h: 5 homce on 
a small l ake that empt i ed inte the 

, • Cl ear Lake :, His wi fe ,,as b1.trfeo~ on 
the ncr-th shores of wYat was later 

-.- ealled Taylor lake o Lafi tt~ IJ'loul d 
s:fte:n drop h.ia anchor near t he cutlet 
t• that lake, and Ta.yler ev i dent~v 
marked it i n his mind. for future useo 

I t was very s t2r:~8.!'..ge r. but the remain, -;-~ 
~f Laf i t·~e :r s i:1ra·, .9s stay ad right 
a r~und th~t pa1"'ticu l ar area in Seab:· ·._- c 
We wonder what coul d be the secret 
of Cl ear Creek that attracted them 
Were the pirates h ~pi ng to find 
Lafi ~te vs treasure nearby? 

Jesse Ao Ziegl er recalled that 
wher!. he was a yovng; boy, he remembe :; ;:; 
cfte!".1. sel~ .lng many c1f the men in 
Le.fi tte Of'. gang o There was an old pL 
named. ncr-azy Ban." who stuck most · 
-vi vidl y i n his mem.oryo Crazy Ben 
was a fisherm~,n whc stayed a r ound t ~- -; 
shor~ o O~e day wh~L Ben was sut 
fishi ng in ths bay r porpeise began 
pl ay i ng around his ski.ff o Ben wante,: 
t o get r i d of i t because i.t was 
s cari ng the f ish away,. He shot it 
with. a hf:~r poon a..nd i t stuck i n h i s 
h i d~ r. The harpoon was cennec t ~d. te 
a chain i n the boRt J so th~ p&rpois 
to~k aff going 30 m:t l ss per heu.r o 

Some mgn i n ar~other baat f i nally 
rescu ctd l: i m,) Diana ~a.yl or 

SEABROOK AND MRS o HESTER 
Mr s o Hes t er has be ~n a reeidant in 
Seab-r·C!>ok for 65 years o She moved h@:1 ·,_; 

in 1914 ~ She taugh t school in an 
o l d white i} square=·fr~ed bui1 dingr . 
which was locat ed on Hardes~J Stree· 
Th~r~ wg,s en.e t eacher for eac~h room -
Ther~ were four teachers so·-there 
were f eur rooms o Insida the classrtH r~ 
ther1~ wer tJ -double d~sks o Two pupils 
eha.red a desk '-. The rooms wera heate, 
by wooden stoves that burned on fir ~ 
wood o ,Th~ drinking t·1ater was carrie~· 
in by a bucket and ·chey all drank o-: -;. 
of the same di pper o 

(HESTER 1, page 10) 
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(HESTEF. :; ct1n.t 0 do:, from page 9) 
Thera was not a bridge 

• k:n.0 W sf that ge~s to Kemaho 
.,. way y tHJJ. coul d get there was 
- ferry which was pulled by a 

that we 
1.i:he only 
by a 
pullet 

., wheeJ-vr:-, 
· Th ere y;as n~ Toddville read v but 
- there was, ~oad along th~ b~y◊ A 

2 · l .A.. • • J • n wa~ "') s ...... '~ h '1 .; ~ b ~ r1 gir S COU 1., S&:l -1ng CM.ID.;. ...., -- t;; ~v ~'- ,,.~ .ta:- ~-

ft afte:r tht: r oad. a l ong thm b~iy was mad~ a 

There ~as no meat market ~ j~st 
- o.ne smal l g-cecery c The:re w~s c,ne 
-· smal l :Me thod.i s·); chv ... -rch o The:rf: w~re 
~ pl aca:s with just g:r·ass and -tr~~s o 

- Ni n~ trains came through&. 6.s.y! There 
'i" t .o c:- . Th . .., was e•ne very sma.J,,L pos O.A.I:Lr.; e o . .1. er~ 

- was n• h ighw£y 146a 
· · Th1r; 191 5 storm took a.11 tha 
- h&uees on the road that we -ca~l Todd= 
- villa 9 excep t for one o In winter 

ysu ettul d l(}uk eut on t he bay , and. i t 
•" w~u.ld be c overed with Vs!ild ducks o 

-· Ther@ was no: t a single ceme·t ex·y :;.11 

- SeQ.b:roclcc Wb.~re the "Bay EJ.s i~ enta:ry 
- S~htie l !t is n ~w there wE:.s jt1.~d; ·plains _ 
- and. th~r-e was a private rai l road tract;: .. , 

Mrs o Hes tar hP..s SE .. ~n Sf'a.t,r~<,k 
4 eh-~.nge from a small tovm to a · b i g 
.... c6mmuni t ;r . 

Lauren Schocley 

JEAN LAJ? I TTE 

Who was Jean Lafitte? J .e9.n 
_ Laf·i tte was a Frenchman o No one 
. kri ~ws h i s "'"' ix-·thplace or- bir.thdate c 

N{.J: r:!CO~ds warE kept wl"i en tl: 'i. s , 
he..nds~m~ baby was bern {, We · do knov, 

" that am a.11_ early age he cs.me to 
the Wes t Ind:. a~L, There . he wa~3 fa1s~ly 
i mpri 3o~ad for s~ven y~ars wi thout 
tri a l by ~;he Spanish o Hi s fr i e!lds 
hel pad h i m to escape o For the: rest of 
t! ea.n Laf i ·t te cs life: he ha. t ·ed the 
Spani sh and want_ed revengeo 

It was s&.:\. d that J ear. was from · 
g (Jod family in F:cari~e " He had elegaJ 
mann&Y"S o ~J@a.11 was a handsome DUil1 o He 
was ~ere tha..~ six f®et tall and wel: 
prepcrtiorred c- Even ·the.ugh Jean was 
str'lng 0 h ,.:. was also very grac efu.lc, 

-Jsan 11 s sy ,3s we.ce th€ tpi ng th.a · 
ev er-y~ne r!otici~d a bcu.,~ him c They we1 
sparkl:ing wi -th glee,, J es.n had a bs.d 
temp~ff L: and Yih~ n he had on.e "chose 
eyes of h i s wen e -te ::: rify i ng -to see '.:>. 

When Jean ~sc~,:Jed from prison f 
stole away on L shi :;;> :; He hid behind 
bal~s cf goods ~ Wh~n the ship was ir 
the mi ddle of --the oc ean he a.ame out -:
He wa3 treated kinc.I y 9 but was put c 
shor·e at t he f i rst s t op the ship 
uuia..e -:- J ear was in Cha.r le s ton ~ Sou. t h 
Caroli na. o •· 

Ther.~ ware lots of p1et t y girls 
in South Carol:Lna d:r:a Jean fell in 
love with one o ~~ th emo It inist SC 

happened <~hat she a l:c~ady had a leve 
~bi.g, jHLl l lS y(r.,;;rtg man challenged 
Jea.n tc a duel ._, He was no mat~h f "or 
this BtroEg;; a d7ent t-~:~eus Frenchman~, 
He w&s ki l l ed () Dueling was aga.:tnst t · 
l aw im.d LEtfi tte had to l@ave ,, 

He wt.:nt tc. New Orleans c There h 
fitted out a shi p o 

The Spanish cel onies in South 
Ameri ca~ and a l ittl e later i n Mexic r 
were f j_ght ing for the i r freedom f:r·om 
Spair ~ 

JeanLs old madness stili burned 
i n hiffi ~ and he s aw n: s chance for 
reve:ng'2 c 

So 0 ~J ean ga.the:red up his crew a,:;·,:_ 
told the officials t hat they would 
attack eVfJ J.'Y Spanis}· ship that they 
aaw in ~ths Gulf of ?texico c 

Jean and h.:::. s men attacked every 
Spanish shi p they sa.w and took the 
rich cargoes, not as a prize, but 
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their um p~eperty n 

N('."'ff Jean was a pirate ~ but he 
naver rcbb!!d a ship himselff except 
for th9 Spanisho 

Jean cov..ldn't live in New Orleans 
new that tha United States and Spain 
Eade p~ace c He and his men moved te 

· an iElar.d. ~alled Bara·taria _, 
JJ. let of smuggling was done by 

the p1rater- in New Orleans= The 
Spanish c1;1r.pla.ined to the Preeident 
ef the Ur~ted States~ He asked the 
G•~•rn~r e:f Lcuisiana te de something~ · 
It w&s very embarrassin& fer the 
Governorc 

The GGvernor posted stgns every=·· 
where •ffering five hundred dollars 
fer Jear: dead. or a1;._ve o · 

One day a greup of m~n were 
standing in frQnt of a notice, laughir.g 
l•udly,, During thf! night scm11 of Jean ~ s 
aen posted a notice by Jear1 ~ Jean 
•ffered fifteen theusa.nd dollars for 
Gsvernor· Clai born.e 1• s head? 

JeLn and his men helped the 
United States win the battle over 
Great Bri.taino 

After the battle was c7er, Jean 
and hia rceY'. returmed t(1 their life 
as riratea ~ They mad~ their head~ 
quar~e:-1, cm Galves ton I sle.nd P Jean 
ea11ed the C$ler~ Campecheo T~ere 
he built_ himself a beau.tiful castle 
and lived in luxuryo 

A thousand men came tc join Jean 
at Campechec The m,n were rough and 
dishonestD but they were s~ared of 
Jean,_ 

· A:fteT an ir:.cidant wj_ th an 
Amer:tea:rt ship r Laf i ·i;-te we.s f0read tc 
lee.ve Gal ves·,en Bay o 

Jea.tI burned h i s village~ paid L :~ 1 
disba.ndad his men, and sailed awey 
down · the coast. of Mexico and was neYs: 

Lor:i_ Dv.ke 
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