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REPORTED BY 4TH GRADERS AT J.F. BAY ELEMENTARY

JAMWES F. BAY

James F, Bay Elementary was
named alter Mr. James F. Bav He
we2 bern in Richards, Texas. His
Tather was 8 farmer. His mether ran
2 bearding heuse. He received his
B- A. degree in histery and English
and his Masters in Elemertary
Edvcatien He get these degrees
frew Sam Houstcen University..

He came %o Seabrock in 1939
as 8 teacher. In 1945 he became
Superintendent ef Seabreok Irdepend-
ent Scheel Disgtrict., After censcli-
datien in 1948 he became Principal
sf Seabreek Elementary.

He initisted Parent Conference
Day. He knew all ef hig studenis by
name even after they gradvated and
fellowed their progress. He was a
member ef the Seabreock Methedist
Chur:h. He served cn the beards, as
head of the Educatien Department,
Superintendent of Sunday Scheel and
er committees. He was a life member
‘f T&X&&' PoTvo '

Mike Bocker

EARLY u(HOOL DAYS IN SEABROOK

In 1940 James F. Bay was
different frem what it iz teday. If
yeu came te scheel sarly you weuld
have te shovel ceal for the hezating
steves. Scheel always started at 7:30.

My. Bay's effice was on the
stage . The schecl secretary wds Miss
Swoes. One ¢f the teachers was Mr.
Hallmark whe taught 6th and 7th
grades. There wers only 20 to 25
kids in each class. There were basic
subjects - Math, English and Science.

Esch day the children aits lunch
at the Cemmunity building because
there was ne scheol luneh recm. Lunc
was 10¢ and yeu always found Hr. Bayv
helping. HMrs. Perter lead the daily
blessing and always taughti proper
table manners. At the end of mesls,
Kr. Bay weuld beat the kettles with
a silver spoon saying, "seconds,
seconds". The big events of the year
were the May Day Party and the
Halloween Carnival. :

Shauna Dillen

BALLENTINE HOUSE

The Ballentine house was built
1885, It was one of the first houses
built in Seabrook, and it still stan
It was built about 85 years age, and
it was alsc the town's first library
Ansul Wilteie was the persen whe bul
the hcuse and had ne idea he was gel:
e buiid a library. This all started
when some folks asked Lady Wilitsie i:
she wanted a few beoks.
ware selliing the place, exceprt the br

She said she'd ieve to have the
bcoks., Then, she ge" the idea of a
library. The library was right in he:
parier. Ansul put sheives in the
parler which are still there. He puft
ell ths becks up there nice snd neat:
Befere yeu knew it, felks wexre ex-
changing bscke they hadn't resd.

In 1924 the Ballientines bought
the preperty frem the Wiltsies.

Mr, and Mrs., Gecrge E, Ballentir -
were married on February 18, 1936 in
Houston's old court yard by Justice
¢f the Peace, Thomas M., Mayers. Then

(BALLENTINE, page 2)
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he brought his bride, Bec, ic HMeyer
Street where they live 26 gears.

Wr. Ballentine: Mr. Ballentine
was bnmw en Farch 16, 1888. His
hevse was built by Mr. Wiltsie. Fe
had a g uﬁ“ svwrcurdxng his heuze
He cspont mest ef his free time tkcﬁeu
His gacden wes his life.

He can remember the 1270 sterm.
2 *t wee the mest frighiening
ght is life. He can remenxber
weves coming frer 20 %e 30 Zeet high.
The wavag cwrried many things,
inelud.ng tales ef ccticn. In the

merning you could see his house en
its side-

Anaether
wag 4 cx
skirf . Leets,
wer.; dewr t¢ %
Whi.e they wer

der.dad te g¢

time, his ce‘~n“ Jack,
5 years ©ld, gol 2 new
his sister and Jsor 5
he lake to play with it.
e aewr there Ja3d

tuy some ceniy. The

whe

eurrent was £ iLeua Leets ané
Geerge “ried o persuade him nct
te ge. He went anyway. When he gr
eut ef ke skiff, he saw scre pigs
and get scered and Jumped t“k in
the skiff. Then, it tuwrned over..

There was btlve mud at the bettem
et the ‘ake areut ten fezet desp and
semething 1iks quicksand, Jack got
stuck in it and they theugh® he
weuld drewn. ..eete ran and 4old

hie mether. She told Geerge to try
te walfe and gat him. Then, Papa care

and getl helc of him and worked him
like & weshra ;. Then they teciz him
eut.

Mrzs. Ballentine: Mrs. Beae
BPallentixe wzs bern in Bastiand, Texas

%

in August, 1889. She spent her schoc.
days ir Abilene She had tc walk
SeVaral miles tc¢ scheel each day, ar-’
vhen she got hene, ihere was alwsys
cheres te te dere. Then they did the:
hemaw: K.

yne Palleniines lived en Meyer
Street with their deaughter who is
row dM:s. Paoney Sendcrs. She Llives 3
Clear Lzke. The e ars two grandchilc:
Darle 2 Seaders and Bennie Korris
Sande 3 and twe greai-grandch .ldren.
KEike ¥aiyne Sanders and Bernie Merri s
Sarders. ‘ 3

“nig year [198C), the Bailentirc
House was partially destroyed by firs
This wss an 85 vear ¢1d house which
survivad the J9CI ard 1915 storms erc
e%ilil stands.

Llieis Knoedlgr

THE MIDDLE BLYOU SCHOOCL

Cne ef! the fire?! school buses in
the area cawme frem the Middle Bayeu
Sckhoe . I{ was ealled "the kic wager®
It was an old eecvered wagen that they
usel Lo puit kids in.

There were three drivers. They
were ii°, Debsen, Mres. Dernnell, and
Tem W lisic. Even semeiimes Dave
Balleuvine dreve it- ‘

¥hen “he schoel was moved to Eay
they breught the likrary, alsc. He
put the wecks frem the library in e
whele bunch ef boxes. Some 6f the
beoks were giver te area persons by
Mr. EBey

Vance Wagenknecht
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ALICE ROYAL

Hra. Alice Reyal is eur scheel
librarian. She has besn at this
scheel fer 24 years., This .s her
25%h year. She has nct always been
& librar-iai. though she has been 2
librarian here fer 17 scheol years-
The ether sever she was 8 classrocm
teacher. She taught Kindergarten,
3rd, 4th, 5%h, ané when the 6th
grads wag =911l here, she taught
thet. However, she sayvs her faverite
gredz te tzach was 5ih grede.

Krs. Heyal says that she weuld
rather be a librariar ther a class-
reem iteachar. As & librariszn, she
meets all tke kids, when & classroem
teacher can't-

Witk 211 the interes: centers
and “he computer in the l.brary,
Mirs . Hoyal says that it gets very
neigy in there. Scmetimes. she geis
pretvy sggravated with the kids! She
usged %o thirk 3 people frevim a class
was ercugh, but reading grroups
gtepped that.

Mrs. Reyal seye she doesn'ti haeve
tee much treuble with the kids. In
ether woerds, moest of them . ike to
read. The pecple thatl den ©; she says,
are %h2 enes that have difficulty
reading.

Krs. Reval was born on December
13 in N. Pleasarnien, Texas. She hes
three children; twe boys =zud ene girl,
She zise has iwe grandsensz. Her
husband is principel sf Cliear Lake
City Elemertary Schecl., :

Aridrea Heeore

GOOSE EG5

Back ir the 1800’s when the
¢hildren in Seabreck needed light 8%

nigh: they feund a special wey %o ge
i%t. They would take a big gecse egg
and tlew the insidez eut. Then, they
weuld eaich fireflias, They wsuld pv
them in the egs and cever the hele.
The fireflies gave just eneugh ligi:
%e heip them walk down the hasllway
in thz dark.
Shewn Heath

RUGERS ECTEL

A little after 1900, the Rugerc
Hetel was built. Charles Christiar
Rugers bullt the Rugers Hote- Mrs.
Hecka~ ard Rugers were sister and
brother. '

fcerns were brought from a eiily
perk in New Oriesane. They planted
ther in front of the Rugers Hetel
New t2ey are b g oak trees- These
trees now stand in front of the
Lakewcod Yacht Club.

The Rugers Hetel was closed sc
they dacided %o make the Rugers Hots
inte a beys home. There was a fish
pond there full ef veautiful geld
Tish. Baclh ehild ir Seabreek was g v
twe. They buil: the Lakeweed Yach®™
Clut in place of the beys herme. Tre
Lakeweod Yaeht Club is still stancir
The tig eak trees are still there
right where they were planted abeut
a few years ago.

Susan Eichenauer

INTERVIEW OF TONIE MUECKE

#What did yeu do when you were
srall? "It was lets mere fun than
new, At least we theught it was back
then. There were just 300 peeple :r

(M ECKE, page 4)
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(M. BRANT, cont‘d., frem pags T)

ef land tha' previcusly wers beaches
and now under water. Subsidence was
saused by the remecval ofs under greund
wgter by channel industiries.

This practice is necw regulated,
but ths land will continue %o sink
at & muck siewer rate. I have seen
varant lets changed te building sites
for new heres and the number ef
supgre” residents decrease and the npum-
ber e¢f permanent year arecund residentis
increase- The advent ¢f freeways
leading %¢ and frem Heouston made it
pessible feor residents te live in
El Jardir and commute o work:

Clarence Swinea

MES . SANYORD

I meved te ELl Jardin frem
Heuster in 1957 with my family. At
thet {ime the grass beiween ithe houses
was kead high, blecking the visicn
beiweer the homes a$ the street I
iive ern. This was cut by trecior
mower within two years and is now
kert te an 18 height or lower,

The bveach at cur piler was a
beautiful, grassy hill that has changed
te & muck shorter hill because of
subsidence. The bluff has changed
frem 17 £t. high te 14 ft.

I have seen the old timers
change te the younger generation with
lets ef new ideas abeou: the upkeep
af the pier. parks, etc. which. proved
te be goed ideas- ' '

The Veluntser Fire Deparitment is
3till iptact with some of the echarter

Y

members inre§¢eda The sewage iines
nave replaced the sepit e tarks we

were ferced te use uniil 1973. The
drainage ditchas are improved, and
many more changes, teo numerous o
mentien, have taken place through
the years - all for the better.

Clarence Swinea

SANTA ANNA CUMES 7O SEABROCK

One day tre Texans rounded up
Sants Annz's army et San Jacinte.
Sante Anns was sent te General Sam
Hecuston who decided te take him te
scme safe placs uwntil they could
decids wh2t te de with him.

A day er wwo later several
white mer: rode vwp ic HMr. Morris®
piace jus’ before dark with a
Mexican prisoner they were guarding
very ~losaly. They wculd net tell
whe he wes They had supper and
Mr. Morris gave them beds for the
nigh+.

The Forris' had a parret who
was a good talker and had a way of
screaning "Ssvannah'" which scunded
very muck .ike "Santia Anna" zs the
Mexicans proncunced it. The parrot
had rct been notized by the siranger

until it suddenly screamed “Savannah .

The Mexican elmost jumped and his
face turned white as a2 sheet. Mr.
Merris knew it was Santa Amna. He
teld the guards and they admitted
te him that it was and teld him
they were taking him te Freepert und
Gen. Heusten's orders. They swere
him te sepvecy until they ceuld get
him tc safety. Tmag .ne Santa Anna
right here in Seabreok!

‘ Kimberly Markley
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SUGAR CANE MiLL

Will Murdeck vsed te have a
sugar -ane field. He had a sugar
cane m.11l in the same area.

Trnere was a rcad &t the west
side of the sugar cane field. To
get te the mill, the werkers had teo
geé en the read te get te the sugar

eane mill.
Chris Olzinger

SEABROOK AND PIRATES

When the buccaneer village of
Campache, en Galvestor Island, was
disbanded, there were some free-
begters whe decided nct to ze te
sea with Lafitte. Mcsi of tie
freebasters came irlard and settled
dew around the arez vhere the
tewn of Eemah and Seabrock are now
lecated. Thzir descencants s3ill
live in thsse small villages and the
ceneteries there still have many
%smbstones that are ergravern with
the nares ¢f the remnants cof Lafitie’s
pirate gang-

Even the street rames such as
“Kipp" in Kemah, reflect the influenze
that these ex-Lafitte henchmen had
en the area. One of these pirates
namad Jim Campbell, settlied 15 miles
seuth of Seabreok on a bsyou that

was later to bear his name - Campbell's

Bayou.
Arothex
ants named Tayler, built ki= home on
a spall lake that empiied inte the
Clear lake. His wife was buried en
the nerta shores of what was later
ealled Taylor lake. Lafitte would
8iten drop his ancher near the eutlet
te that lakz, and Tayler evidently
marked it in his mind for future use.

one cf Lefitte's lieuten-

It was very strange, but the remain: -
ef Lafitte’s pirates steyed rlght
around thst particular area in Seab: ¢
We wendexr what ceuld be the secret

ef Clear Creek that atiracted them
Were the pirates hoping te find
Lafitte‘s treasure nearby?

Jesse L. Ziegler recalled that
wher he was a young boy, he remembe::
¢ften seeing many ¢f the men in
Lafitte's gang. There was an old pi: -
named “ecrazy Pen® who stuck most
vividly ir his memcry. Crazy Ben
was & fishermsn whe stayed around ! -
shere. Cre day wher Ben was oeut
fishing in the bay, perpeise began
play;ng arcund his skifif. Ben wante
te get rid of it because it was
scar:ng the fish away. He shot it
withk a herpeer and it stuck in his
hide. The harpoen was cennecied teo
2 chain in the bes’, so the perpeis
toek eff going 30 miles per heur.
Scme men in arother beat finally

regcued kim. .
SETNaE hia Diana Taylor

SEABROCK AND MRS. HESTER

Mrs. Hester has besn a8 residant in
Seabresk fer 65 ysars. She meved he:
in 1914. She taugh! schoel in an
eld white, sqwars«framsd buiiding,
which was lecazited on Hardest{y Stree
There was ene teacher for each room
Thers were four teachers so there
were feur rooms. Irside the classro:.
therz were dovble cdesks. Two pupils
shared a desk. The reooms wera heate
by wcoder stoves that burned on fir:
wsod. The drinking water was carrie.
in by a bucket and they all drank o -
¢f the same dipper.

(HESTER, page 10)



" krew ef that gees te Kemah.
" way yeu could gei there was

(HESTEF, ecent'd., frem page
Trhere was net a bridge

ferry whiczk was pulled by a :
wheel -

There was ne Toddville read, but
there wag & »oad aleng the hay. A
girl scout sailing camp was ostablished
after ire road aleng the bay wes made.

There was ne meat markei. just
ene small grecery. There was one
small ¥ethecdist church. Thers ware
places with just grass and tress.

Nine trains came threugh a cayi There
was cne very small post effice. There
was ne highway 146,

The 1915 sterm teck all the
heuses on the read that we cail Todd-
ville, except fer cne. In winter
yeu coulid leok eut en the bay, and i%
weuld be cevered with wild ducks.
Thers was net & single cemelery in
Sesbreck. Where the "Bay Elerzentary
Scheel" is new there was just plains

ané there was a private railrcad track.

Mrs, Hester has scen Seabreek
ehange from a2 small tewr te a big
esnmuni iy .

Lauren Scrocley

JEAN LAFITTE

Who was Jean Lafitte? Jean
Lafitte was a Frenchmar. No one
knews his birthplace ovr birihdave.
Ne records ware kept when ikis,
handsoeme haby was bein. We déo knew
that at an early age he ceme te
the West Ind.es. There he waz Telsely
imprisorad for seven years witheut
trial by the Spanish., His friends
helped hir to escape. For the reet of
Jean Lafitte's life he hated the
Spanish and warted revenge.

It was sexd that Jear was froem
good family ir Frence. He had elega
moMners. Jean was & handsoeme man. H
was rere than six feet tall and well
prepertioved. Even theugh Jean was
gtreng, he was glsc very graceful.

Jean's syz2s were the thing tha
everyene ncticed avceut him. They we:
sparkliing witk glec. Jean had a bad
tenper, and whern ke had one those
eyes of his were terrifying fc see.

Fhen Jean asceed frem prison,
stole away on & sh’>. He hid behind
bales of geods. When the ship was ir
the middie of the ccean he same out-
He was treated kind.y, bui was put ¢
ghere at "he first step the ship
msde. Jeasr was in Charlesten, Seuth
Careliina.

There ware lets of pretty girls
in Seuth Careclina dn Jean fell in
icve with one 7 them. It gust sc
happened “hat she already had a leve
Thig jealcus ycung man challenged
Jean te 2 3uelil. He was ne maich for
this streng, adventurocus Franchmar.
He was kill.ed. Dueling was against %
iaw and Lafitie had to leave.

He went t¢ New Orleans.
fitted out a shkip-

The Spanish celeonies in South
Amegrica, end a little later in Mexic:
were Tighting fer their freedom from
Spairn.

Jean's old madrness still burned
in hig, and he saw &5ls chance for
revenge.

Se, Jean gathered vp his crew &
%eld the efficials that they would
atvtack every Spanish ship that they
saw in the Gulf of Fexico.

Jean and his men attacked every
Spanish ship they saw and took the
rich cargces, not as a prize, but
( LAFITTE,PG. 11)

There h
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(LAFITPE, cent‘d, from pags 10)

their ewn preperty.

Kow Jear was a pirgte. but hre
never rebted a skhip himself, except
for thes Spanish.

Jean covldn't live in New Orlear:z
new that thas United States and Spain
made peace. He and his men moved te
‘arn islard ~alled Barataria.

A let of smugglirg wa: dene by
the pireter irn New Orleans. The
Sparish cerplained t¢ the President
s¢f the Uriled States. He asked the
Geverner e¢f Leuisiana te dc semething-
1+ was very embarrassing fcr the
Geverner.

The Gcvernor posited signs every-
where effering five hundred dellears
for Jear dead er alive.

Cre day & greup eof me2n were
standing in frent of 2 netice, laughing
leudly. During the night scmz of Jean's
men pesteéd & nectice by Jear.. Jean
effered fi7teen theusand dcllars for
Gevernor Cisiberne's head?

Jeen and his men helped the
Urited States win the btattle ever
Great Britain. '

After the battle was cver, Jean
and his rer returned te¢ their life
as rirates. They made their head-
quariers on Galvestorn Isliend, Jean
ealled the celeny Campache. Trere
he built himself a beautiful castle
and lived in luxury.

A thousand men came tc join Jean
at Campeche. The men were rough and
dishonest, but they were scared of
Jean-

~ YYD
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" After an ircident with an
Ameriecan ship, Lafitte wes fereed tc
leave Gaivesien Bay.

Jedri burned his village, paid ¢
disbanded his men, and sailed away
down the coast of Kexico and was ne: :

seen again.
Lori Duke
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