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SPACE STATION SERIES

CRITICAL EVALUATION TASK FORCE (CETF)

In the wake of the Challenger accident in January of 1986, concern
began to grow over the launch capacity of the Shuttle and the ability of its
crew to assemble a large dual-keel space station. In addition, Congress
threatened to severely slash the Station budget until "project
uncertainties are clarified." (Aviation Week, 7/21/86) In response to these
growing pressures Andrew Stofan, then Associate Administrator for
Space Station, established the CETF at Langley Research Center on
August 21, 1986. According to its Charter, the objective of the Task Force
was "to critically evaluate the current Space Station baseline
configuration and to identify options and assembly scenarios that address
the issues of transportation limitations, EVA constraints, resource
allocations, safety and utilization phasing." Members included
representatives of Headquarters, all involved field centers, JSC Level B,
and international partners. The activities of the CETF were monitored by
a NASA Executive Technical Committee (NETC) responsible for
approving the engineering analysis, technical constraints, and technical
assumptions made by the Task Force. The materials in this subseries
were donated by Charlie Teixeira who led the transportation issues team
of the CETF. It consists largely of presentation materials and handwritten
notes generated by all elements of the Task Force. Also included are
supporting materials gathered from major contractors, ESA, and NRC of
Canada. Documents are arranged chronologically by subject area and
are dated, for the most part, in the fall of 1986.
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