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In a cooperative spirit, the I,IASA Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center has

lent us for these ceremonies a moonscoop with which to perform the symbolic

act of groundbreaking.

What I have here is a training version of that fanous shovel that

perforned the first manual excavation on another heavenly body. I an told

it was used to collect and return on þo11o lL about 21.5 kilograms of

l-unar material. This handle is the same later used,by astronaut and some-

tirne golfer Alan B. Shepherd in a futile effort to establish a new distance

record for faintiay shots

This scoop, then, the product of the trnion of technology, science , ''''

goverìment, and universities, is symbolic not on1-y of the gror:ndbreaking

of this institution but of the partnership betr,"een the University of Houston

at Cl-ear Iake City and its nei.ghbor hlASA.


