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Texas Abortion Restrictions Back Again

SUPERMAN TURNS 75
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DR. WHO TURNS 50
pg. 4

ADRIANA CAPILLA-GARCIA
THE SIGNAL

UHCL students will soon join thou-
sands of cyclists in the largest cycling 
fundraiser for multiple sclerosis research 
in the United States: BP MS 150.

BP MS 150 is a two-day fundraising 
cycling ride held by the National Mul-
tiple Sclerosis (MS) Society: Lone Star. 
Wheels are scheduled to start rolling on 
the 180-mile course from Houston to 
Austin April 12 through 13, 2014.

The National MS Society defines 
multiple sclerosis as a chronic disease of 
the central nervous system (the brain, op-
tic nerves and spinal cord) that is thought 
to be an autoimmune disorder. There is an 
estimated 2.5 million people affected by 
MS worldwide. 
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New Texas Voter Photo ID 
Requirements Take Effect

DAVID ROZYCKI
THE SIGNAL

On a recent rainy morning, Gina, a woman who identi-
fies herself as a lawyer and by her first name only, stands 
under an umbrella outside of the Planned Parenthood loca-
tion at 4600 Gulf Freeway in south Houston alongside other 
abortion opponents.

“This is not a matter that’s going to be settled in the 
courts,” she said, referring to recent court decisions on 
abortion rights in Texas. “This is a matter that is going to be 
settled in people’s hearts, and it is only going to be resolved 
when men and women accept and acknowledge what medi-
cal science has known for a thousand years, that life begins 
at conception and it is human life.”

The protesters had gathered outside of Planned Parent-
hood Oct. 30 to protest a ruling by Texas District Judge Lee 
Yeakel two days earlier. Yeakel had found the new Texas 
restrictive abortion law requiring abortion providers to have 
admitting privileges at nearby hospitals unconstitutional.

In his ruling, Yeakel stated that the admitting privileges 
requirement, “lacks a rational basis and places an undue 
burden on a woman seeking an abortion.”

Just one day after the protest, Oct. 31, and three days 
after Yeakel’s decision, the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that most of Texas’ new abortion restrictions could 
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Two years ago, the Texas Legisla-
ture passed a law requiring voters to 
bring photo identification to the polls; 
two months ago the law went into 
effect. 

As of September 2013, voters in 
Texas are required to show one of 
seven types of photo identification in 
order to prove that they are the same 
person listed on the official list of 
registered voters. 

The Texas voter ID requirements 
are not new. The laws regarding voter 
identification were originally tightened 
in 2011, but the U.S. Department of 
Justice rejected the law on the basis 
that it placed an undue burden dispro-
portionately on minority voters. 

The 2013 Supreme Court case 
Shelby County v. Holder struck down 
the Justice Department’s ability to re-
ject the Texas law, and upon the ruling 
Republican Texas Attorney General 
Greg Abbot said that the new photo 
ID requirements were to “immediately 
take effect.”

In the past, Texas required voters 
to show a state-issued voter registra-
tion card at the polls or provide any of 
various forms of identification includ-
ing, but not limited to, a valid driver’s 
license, photo employee ID, utility bill 
or paycheck. Now voters must present 
one of seven official government photo 
IDs in order to cast their ballot:

• Texas driver’s license
• Texas Election Identification Cer-

tificate
• Texas personal identification card
• Texas concealed handgun license
• U.S. passport
• U.S. Military identification 
• U.S. Citizenship Certificate or Cer-

tificate of Naturalization
Public opinion polls have shown 

strong support for voter ID laws 
amongst voters in the United States. 
A 2011 Rasmussen poll found that 75 
percent of likely voters believe voters 
should be required to show photo ID, 
such as a driver’s license, before being 
allowed to vote. 

 “Voter ID will help stamp out 
voter fraud and increase public 
confidence in our election process by 
defending our Constitution and up-
holding the sanctity of one person, one 
vote,” Lieutenant Governor of Texas 
David Dewhurst, who assisted in the 
passing of the bill in 2011, said in a 
public statement.

The Democratic Party, as well as 
voters’ rights organizations, have pub-
licly criticized the new voter ID laws, 
voicing concerns that the laws could 
lead to the disenfranchisement of poor, 
minority and elderly voters in order to 
battle an almost non-existent problem.

“It seems to me that there are very 
few instances of voter fraud,” said 
Carolyn Mata, president of the League 
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Supporters of abortion rights gather in the state capital rotunda in Austin 
July 12 as the Texas Senate debates Bill 5, which requires doctors who 
perform abortions to have admitting privileges to local hospitals.

HALEY FOLLETT: THE SIGNAL

Campaign and proposition signs line the street to entice voters to support their cause/candidate.

Battle of the Ballots

SEE ABORTION, PAGE 6
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It is Election Day. You wake 
up early, get dressed and possibly 
stop to pick up that expensive cup 
of coffee at one of the three coffee 
shops located at the busy intersec-
tion on your way to the polling 
place.

You finally make it there and 
are waiting in line when you real-
ize that you have failed to update 
your voter registration card with 
your new married name. Now 
what?

As voters headed to the polls 
Nov. 5, they were required to 
prove they are who the voter 
registration card says they are, 
exactly. The new Texas voter 
identification law requiring voters 
to present a valid photo identifica-
tion document is in effect.

The new law has been 
received with much opposition 
and speculation. People opposing 
this new requirement see this law 
as a form of discrimination for 
minority groups, particularly the 
African-American and Hispanic 
populations, and a possible obsta-
cle for women voters due to name 
discrepancies. People supporting 
the new voter identification law 
believe that it will help prevent 
voter fraud. 

One of the concerns is that 
women may have name changes 
due to marriage or divorce, and 
the name on their registration card 
may not match the name on their 
photo identification card.

A driver’s license is one of the 
seven valid photo identifications 
that can be presented to vote. 
While women commonly have 
name changes, changing a name 

on most documents is an incon-
venient process and can be easily 
put off for a later time.  

In this day and age, with the 
various security issues that have 
occurred, it seems that more and 
more places are requiring some 
form of photo identification for 
day-to-day business processes. 
Banking institutions, schools, 
airports and some government 
institutions are among places that 
may ask for photo identification 
to allow access to accounts or 
facilities.  

 At airports, for instance, the 
name on the plane ticket must 
match the name on a valid photo 
identification document. If the 
name does not match, the person 
is not allowed to board the plane. 
The new Texas voter identifica-
tion law has this same concept. 
If the name on the photo identi-
fication document that the voter 
provides does not match the name 
on the voter registration list, the 
person cannot cast his or her bal-
lot, no exceptions…or are there?  

Even though the voter identifi-
cation law appears to be strict, the 
voter is not turned away if he or 
she does not have the appropriate 
identification document. Depend-
ing on the person’s situation, the 
voter may be given a “provision-
al” ballot. The provisional ballot 
is kept separate from the other 
ballots, and the voter has six days 
from Election Day to provide a 
valid photo identification docu-
ment, so that the ballot submitted 

will be counted. 
If there is a discrep-

ancy in the names listed 
on the valid identifica-
tion document and the 
voter registration in-
formation, the election 
officer can determine if 
the names are “substan-
tially similar.” In this 
case, the officer can 
have the voter complete 
an affidavit stating he 
or she is one and the 
same on the identifica-
tion and voter registra-
tion information.

There is an election 
identification certificate 
that can be obtained 
free of charge through 
the local Department 
of Public Safety. This 
Texas Election Identi-
fication Certificate can 
be provided to those 
who do not have a valid 
photo identification 
already. Many people 
may not know about 
this option and it should 
be widely publicized.

The new require-
ment may seem like a 
simple thing to take care of; just 
do it, right? But for someone who 
has never needed to provide a 
photo identification to prove he or 
she is the person on the voter reg-
istration card, or lacks financial 
resources or economic standing, it 
is an inconvenience and a require-
ment that may not be so simple to 
accomplish, especially not within 
the six-day period.  

Although the Nov. 5 elec-
tion has passed, it appears that 
the new voter identification law 
will stay a requirement for future 
elections. In order to prepare for 
a better voting experience, voters 
should see what documentations 
are acceptable for identification 
purposes. This may be a good 
time for prospective and eligible 
voters to consider getting their 
documents in order.

The voter ID requirement is 
one more indication that in this 
post-9/11 age, we have become 
a “database nation” in which, in 
the name of security, eventually, 
every American will need to have 
some form of photo identifica-
tion document to prove his or her 
identity.

Identity Proof: Texas Voter ID Requirement

By Sam Savell

MEANWHILE, AT THE VOTING BOOTH
EDITORIAL

KELSEY BENOIT
THE SIGNAL

Everyone is a winner today. The trend 
in children’s organized sports is for every 
participant to get an award at the end of the 
season.

Parents and organizations feel that by 
doing this, they are building self-esteem 
and encouraging children to keep trying. 
The question that arises, though, is what 
are we doing to their character? Is awarding 
trophies and ribbons to those who simply 
show up really teaching them to strive for 
the prize? 

Sports, especially in high school and 
college, are very competitive and teams 
work hard to be the best of the best. Teams 
look forward to winning not only the sea-
son games but trying for the state champion 
title. 

In Aledo, Texas, the high school foot-
ball team is undefeated and not by close 
calls. In the game between Aledo High 
School and Fort Worth Western Hills, Oct. 
18, Aledo defeated Western Hills by a score 
of 91-0.

As a result of this game, a father of 
a student on Western Hills’ team filed a 
bullying complaint against Aledo coach 
Tim Buchanan. Because of state laws, the 
school was forced to open an investigation 
into the complaint. 

This father claims that his son’s team 
was being bullied by the Aledo team, ac-
cusing Aledo of being too aggressive and 
not giving his son’s team a chance.

Filing a bullying complaint against 
another team for playing well is equivalent 
to the father crying wolf; it is not only 
an insult to kids who truly are bullied, it 
is also a prime example of what we are 
teaching our kids by giving out unearned 
trophies instead of teaching them to work 
hard. When parents try to make others feel 
wrong for “playing the game,” they are not 
building self-esteem but creating a sense of 
self-entitlement. 

Encouragement is important for chil-
dren to hear, unless it takes a wrong turn. 
Encouragement is intended to inspire, stim-
ulate and support people in their efforts. 
Self-entitlement is when people believe 
they deserve special treatment, privileges 
or to be handed something. When parents 
or respected elders hand out trophies to 
every player who shows up for the game, 
they are promoting self-entitlement and not 
encouragement. 

At some point children and teens need 
to learn that there are winners and losers. 
By always giving out trophies and making 
kids feel as though they are entitled to win, 
we are risking damaging their character. 

When these children graduate high 
school and move on to college where they 
are required to keep track of their own 
schedules, learn how to problem solve, 
think critically and fend for themselves, 
they need to have the mental tools to do so. 
They will learn very quickly that simply 
showing up is not enough anymore and that 
rewards are not handed to them.

If parents, teachers and coaches encour-
age kids to work hard for the prize, children 
will develop character instead of a sense 
of self-entitlement. Children need to learn 
how to win and lose at the same time. 

If children are taught to be encouraged 
by a loss, this may teach them to work 
harder the next time. Hard work and deter-
mination is what gets people ahead of the 
game and to the success they crave.

Not Quite An Aesop’s Fable: The Dad Who Cried Bully

STAFF COLUMN

EDITOR
Tiffany Fitzpatrick

DESIGN EDITORS
Sam Savell
Shawn Domingues

ASSISTANT DESIGN
EDITOR
Heather Alford

DIRECTOR
OF STUDENT
PUBLICATIONS
Taleen Washington 

PUBLICATION
SPECIALIST
Lindsay Humphrey

The Signal is a public forum and will print letters to the editor 
subject to the following:
• Letters must be no longer than 500 words. 
• Letters to the editor are reprinted unedited.
• Letters must be signed and include the writer’s full name and
    contact information. 
• The editors reserve the right to refuse letters, announcements,
    advertisements and contributed articles deemed libelous.

Address letters to:
The Signal
Student Publications Office
UH-Clear Lake
2700 Bay Area Blvd., Box 456
Houston, TX 77058

Reach the staff:
Phone: 281-283-2570
Fax: 281-283-2569
Email: thesignal@uhcl.edu
Visit the website:
www.uhclthesignal.com

STAFF
Alicia Alvarez
Victor Araiza
Kelsey Benoit
Malori Bizzell
Adriana Capilla-Garcia
Rachael Devinney
Daniel Durbin

Haley Follett
L.D. Forrest
Jasmine Gascar
Randi Null
Suzette Ortiz
David Rozycki
Kimberly Warren
Sean Wesley



3 NOVEMBER 11, 2013THE SIGNAL

AUTO LOANS
WWW.OPERATIONEMD.COM

SAME RATES NEW OR USED!

Shell FCU is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration (NCUA) and is an Equal Opportunity Lender. Anyone who lives, works, worships or attends school in Harris County, TX can do business at Shell FCU. Minimum $5 
savings account is required before a Checking Account can be opened or loan funded. Auto Rates as of 8/1/2013. Your rate will be determined by credit score and other quali�cation criteria. Rates advertised are based on Protection Package 
discount. Lowest rate of 1.25% APR for up to 60 mos is $17.21 per thousand and highest rate of 13% APR for up to 60 mos is $22.76 per thousand. Existing Shell FCU loans not eligible for re�nance. To qualify for 90 Days Deferred Auto 
Payments, you must have a credit score of 600 or higher, be in good standing with Shell FCU and close your loan at a Shell FCU branch. Loans closed at Shell FCU branches qualify for special incentives. Interest will continue to accrue each 
month during deferment. 1% CASH BACK o�er applies to loans closed at a Shell FCU branch and is calculated based on the �nance amount minus any ancillary products (ex. GAP, Extended Warranty, etc) with a maximum cash back of $250. 
The calculated 1% will be deposited into member’s primary savings account within 48 hours after closing. 

1.25% 
up to 60 Months

Rates as low as
APR

•• STUDENT LIFE • STUDENT LIFE • STUDENT LIFE • STUDENT LIFE • STUDENT LIFE •STUDENT LIFE • STUDENT LIFE •STUDENT LIFE • STUDENT LIFE••



4 THE SIGNALNOVEMBER 11, 2013

SUZETTE ORTIZ
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The popular TV series “Doctor Who” 
will celebrate its 50th anniversary Nov. 23, 
along with 50 years of changes, achieve-
ments and, most importantly, adoration 
from its fans.

“Doctor Who” is an alien with two 
hearts who comes from a dead planet and 
has the ability to travel through time in a 
blue telephone box.

This time traveling box is known by 
fans as the TARDIS, which is the acronym 
for time and relative dimension in space. 

“Doctor Who” was the brainchild of 
Canadian TV producer Sydney Newman.

The original series first aired Nov. 23, 
1963, on British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) and ceased airing in 1989, generat-
ing 26 seasons with its first airing. 

“It returned March, 26, 2005, with the 
episode ‘Rose,’ starring Billie Piper as the 
eponymous Ms. Tyler and Christopher 
Eccleston as the ninth Doctor,” said Paul 
Jones, author of the article “Doctor Who: 
48 facts for the 48th anniversary,” pub-
lished on RadioTimes. 

“Doctor Who” also had an original 
television film, which was released in 1996.

In his travels through the universe, the 
doctor encounters and defeats aliens and 
monsters with the help of other characters 
in the show. 

He has the ability to regenerate, allow-
ing him to return as a “different” doctor 
every few years.

The series has featured 11 different ac-
tors portraying the doctor and just recently 
announced the pending arrival of the 12th 
doctor. 

The original series also holds the world 
record for having the highest number of 
episodes for a science fiction program.

“While ‘Doctor Who’ certainly quali-
fies as a sci-fi show, it does not limit itself 
to some of the normal boundaries implied 
by that genre,” said Cody Burns, biology 
major and president of Societas Fanaticus. 
“It allows itself some wiggle room with 
the technical side of sci-fi, which [leaves] 
many sci-fi fans in their seats.” 

Multiple entities both abroad and lo-
cally will host different events in honor of 
the series’ achievement including The Of-
ficial “Doctor Who” Fan Club and a student 
organization at UHCL, Societas Fanaticus 
(SoFa).

The Official “Doctor Who” Fan Club 

website, www.odwfc.com, has already 
begun the celebration by running differ-
ent promotions for some “Doctor Who” 
products, including DVDs of seasons of the 
show. 

The BBC has also dedicated space on 
its website, www.bbc.co.uk, to the anniver-
sary. Most of the events the BBC will host 
will take place in the United Kingdom. 

The “Doctor Who” 50th anniversary 
episode, “Doctor Who: The Day of The 
Doctor,” however, will be showing in 3D at 
AMC Theaters Nov. 25. Tickets are avail-
able for sale on the AMC website, www.
amctheatres.com.

Likewise, “SoFa, [a new] student orga-
nization [that] brings people from various 
geek-related fandoms together, will hope-
fully host an on-campus screening and live 
viewing of the ‘Doctor Who’ 50th anniver-
sary,” Burns said. 

SoFa is currently working with the 
BBC in order to be able to screen the 
film on campus. More details on 
this are yet to come and will 
be posted on the group’s 
Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/socie-
tasfanaticusuhcl13.

“The best thing about ‘Doctor Who’ 
is that it presents its viewers with more, 
philosophical and ethical dilemmas,” said 
Sam Oser, publication czar for SoFa. “It 
makes you wonder how there is so much in 
the world but at the same time so little. It 
makes you realize you’re the most im-
portant thing in creation, but you’re also 
the most insignificant. It gives paradoxes 
of love, truth, pain, bravery, and it shows 
you how they all contradict each other and 
how it all matters but, at the same time, it 
doesn’t because there are things bigger than 
you…It is a beautiful ball of contradicting 
emotions, and somehow, logic finds its way 
in there [making it] even more amazing.”

Dr. Who: Traveling Through Time For 50 Years

T h e  D o c t o r  D u r i n g  5 0  Y e a r s
The protagonist of “Doctor Who,” simply known as The Doctor, has the special ability to regenerate when he is near 
death. This allows him to be able to continue his life, although he undergoes physical and psychological changes. The 
12th Doctor will be making his first appearance during the 50th anniversary episode Nov. 25.

Page Design by Sam
 Savell

G
raphic Design by LD Forrest
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VICTOR ARAIZA
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Seventy-five years is a long time for 
anyone to stay an icon, but not for the 
Man of Steel. He has learned to fly, grown 
his hair, survived death and is still going 
strong.

The Superman brand has seen success 
rivaled by few superhero characters. It 
has been marketed so well the Superman 
character is practically a childhood staple 
worldwide, but the Superman franchise 
almost never happened. 

“The first time that [Jerry] Siegel and 
[Joe] Schuster present-
ed it to a publish-
ing company, 
they were 
turned down,” 
said Terry 
Hanks, 

department chair of computer science at 
San Jacinto College and longtime customer 
of the Bedrock City Comic Co. Clear 
Lake store. “They had to really fight to get 
somebody to really pay attention to their 
character and actually publish it.”

Superman’s popularity has increased 
each decade since his arrival in 1938, in 
part due to the character’s appearance in 
almost every aspect of mass media includ-
ing books, movies, television, radio and 
video games. Hanks said this is because 
Superman’s abilities speak to every child’s 
imagination.

“Everybody would love to be able to 
fly, leap tall buildings, have heat vision, 
super speed and super strength; that’s what 
made the character so appealing,” Hanks 
said. “Superman, also, it didn’t hurt that 
he was picked up on the radio. Then he 
had the TV series during the ‘50s. Every 
decade, it seems, he was reinvented for 
the kids during that time period.”

In 1940, Superman made his first 
appearance in the Macy’s parade and 
was soon introduced to the American 
public by way of jigsaw puzzles, paper 
dolls, bubble gum, trading cards and 

action figures. “The Adventures of Super-
man” radio program also began airing in 
1940, and the first cartoon shorts were 
released in 1942. Before the end of the 
decade, the “Superman” black-and-white 
film was released in 1948. 

“One of the things that made him such 
a hit is that he was the first one,” said Scott 
Williams, a Bedrock City Comic Co. em-
ployee. “Looking at how Superman com-
pares to other superheroes, the thing to bear 
in mind is that when he debuted in 1938 
there were no other superheroes. You’ve 
seen it more recently with the Transform-
ers. Kids grew up with those in the ‘80s 
and are now the movie-ticket-buying adults 
of today. You’re not going to find a bunch 
of people who first became interested in 
Superman as adults.”

“Man of Steel,” the newest reinven-
tion of the Superman character, brought in 
$668 million at the box office alone after its 
release this past June; $291 million of that 
came from North America. Superman had 
a series of five films, the first one being the 
1978 film starring Christopher Reeve. Su-
perman, it can be argued, has been a bigger 
hit away from comics. 

“He’s certainly not the best, nor one of 
the top 5 best-selling anymore,” Williams 
said. “The supremacy of Superman [in the 
comic book industry] is really a myth in 
a lot of ways. He was a huge seller when 
he debuted in 1938, but by the mid-‘40s 
he wasn’t even selling as many copies as 
Captain Marvel. Superman reclaimed some 
of that popularity in the ‘50s, although even 
within his own company he vies for that 
top spot with Batman.”

Still, the success of Superman is un-
paralleled. Superman has had five different 
TV series, not counting the cartoon shorts 
during the 1940s, based on his character 
alone, and five different video games bear 
his name.

The Superman franchise continues 
to grow in 2013. A new animated movie, 
“Superman: Unbound,” was released this 
year and the “Tales of Metropolis” series 
debuted on Cartoon Network in May. 

Yes, for a guy in his 70s, Superman 
seems to be doing well for himself these 
days, and he will probably look even better 
when he hits the big 100.

World’s First Superpowered Hero Turns 75

Shield OFJustice Since his first appearance in 1938, Super-
man’s insignia, the famous “S” shield, has 
been through numerous changes in style 

and design. Originally the logo was modeled 
after a police badge but has since taken form into the 

well-known “S” as seen in the 2013 movie “Man of Steel.”

MORE ONLINE
Scan the QR
code  to view
a video online
by Victor Araiza.



6 THE SIGNALNOVEMBER 11, 2013

of Women Voters of the Houston 
Area. “There was really no evi-
dence to back up the need for this 
bill. Texas has one of the lowest 
percentages of people who vote in 
the country, so they make another 
impediment?”

 Those who oppose the new 
law claim that citizens may be 
turned away from voting because 
they lack knowledge of the new 
requirements.

“We’re seeing already a lot of 
the unintended consequences,” 
said Sondra Haltom, president of 
Empower the Vote Texas. “People 
are going to the polls who don’t 
understand the law. There has 
been a severe lack of education 
done about this new requirement.”

A 2012 report from the Bren-
nan Center for Justice at New 
York University Law School 
showed that 11 percent of the 
population that is of voting age 
lacks government-issued identifi-
cation. 

This is something the Legisla-
ture took into consideration, and 
with the law came the Election 
Identification Certificate (EIC): 

a free state-issued ID obtained 
through the Texas Department of 
Public Safety. Individuals must be 
able to prove citizenship in order 
to obtain an EIC.

Women who changed their 
name when they married or 
divorced require documentation 
in order to prove their legal name 
and ensure that the name on their 
voter registration and their ID 
match.  

Although the names on the 
official list of registered voters 
should be identical to that on 
the voters’ ID cards, the state 
acknowledges that this is not 
always the case. Alicia Pierce, 
the spokesperson for the office 
of the Texas Secretary of State, 
said that as long as the names are 
determined to be “substantially 
similar” by officials at the polls, 
the voter will be permitted to vote 
as long as he or she signs an af-
fidavit stating that he or she is the 
same person as the one on the list 
of registered voters. 

“That’s one of the problems 
with the voter ID,” Haltom ar-
gued. “There’s so much subjectiv-

ity to it in determining whether or 
not a person has in fact presented 
enough evidence to verify their 
identity. There’s a lot of subjectiv-
ity to it, and subjectivity always 
causes problems. Poll workers 
are human beings and they make 
human errors.”

If the name on the voter’s ID 
is not considered to be “substan-
tially similar,” he or she will be 
allowed to fill out a ballot on a 
provisional basis. In order for 
the provisional ballot to count, 
the individual must return to the 
county’s voter registrar within six 
days after the election with a valid 
identification. 

Although the requirements 
were in place for the Nov. 5 elec-
tion, the constitutionality of the 
restrictive voter photo ID law 
continues to be challenged.

“There is litigation pending 
as we speak in federal court in 
Nueces County,” Haltom said. 
“There are several different 
groups who have either filed their 
own law suits or intervened in one 
of the existing law suits, including 
the Department of Justice.”

The Department of Justice 
suit argues that the Voter ID law 
violates the 14th and 15th amend-
ments to the U.S. Constitution 
and Section 2 of the Voting Rights 
Act, claiming it was enacted to 
specifically exclude people of 
color from voting in the state. 

“I think the true intention of 
this legislation was to make it 
more difficult for certain seg-
ments of the population to vote 
who happen to vote for candidates 
in political parties that those in 
power would prefer not to get 
those votes,” Haltom said.

While a Reuters investigation 
of the effects of similar laws in 
Georgia and Indiana shows that 
there was a 4 percent increase 
in voter turnout in those states 
following the passing of the laws, 
Texas will not know the effects of 
its new law until at least a week 
after the Nov. 5 election.

“It’s hard to tell at this point 
how many people are disenfran-
chised and who they are as a per-
centage,” Haltom said. “We won’t 
really know that until at least a 
week after the election because 

people have that time frame to fix 
[their provisional ballots].”

Supporters of the new regula-
tion are confident in its success. 
Abbott, who defended the voter 
ID law in court, said critics had 
“run out of claims” about the is-
sues the regulation would cause.

“I haven’t ever seen anything 
that was over hyped as much as 
some partisan efforts to over hype 
concerns about this when, in real-
ity, there has been no problems 
whatsoever,” Abbott said in a 
public statement.

Opponents to the voter ID law 
are looking past this election and 
preparing for 2014.

“The important question is,‘is 
this going to affect the primaries 
next year?’” Mata said. “This 
is kind of a practice run. We’re 
practicing now; we’re seeing 
how it goes because next spring 
we’ll have all of those statewide 
elections. This is just one big day; 
we’ll see how that goes. Then 
there will be lessons learned for 
the next time.”

VOTER ID: continued from page 1

ABORTION: continued from page 1
be reinstated, responding to an emergency 
appeal by Texas Attorney General Greg 
Abott. Abott successfully argued that the 
new abortion restriction requiring doctors 
to have admitting privileges is a constitu-
tional use of the Legislature’s authority.

“I think it is a great day for the women 
of Texas because now they can be as-
sured of better healthcare,” said Christine 
Melchor, executive director of Houston 
Coalition for Life, a nonprofit organization 
that represents dozens of Houston-area 
churches and individuals dedicated to end-
ing abortion in Houston. “You would not 
go have a surgery if your doctor did not 
have hospital privileges.” 

Terri Burke, executive director of 
American Civil Liberties Union of Texas, 
disagrees.  

“There are many 
more providers who do 
it [perform abortions] 
illegally and, therefore, 
the abortions are go-
ing to be less safe and 
women’s health is going 
to be put at risk,” Burke 
said.  “So to say that 
this law was passed for 
women’s safety is just bogus. It was passed 
to put up more obstacles to abortion in our 
state.”

The court did uphold Yeakel’s ruling 
that prevents Texas from enforcing U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration protocol 
for abortion-inducing drugs in cases where 
the woman has been pregnant between 50 
and 63 days. Doctors testified before the 
court and said that these women would be 
harmed under this protocol.

The abortion restrictions in Texas are 
among the strictest in the United States.  
Republican Texas Governor Rick Perry 
called a special session that started July 1 
and included Texas Senate Bill 5. With the 
Republican-led Legislature, it was passed 
by the Texas House July 10 and the Texas 
Senate July 13. Perry signed the bill into 
law July 18.

Democratic Senator Wendy Davis, now 
running for governor, rose to national fame 
after she launched an 11-hour filibuster 
against the new abortion bill, Senate Bill 5, 
June 25.

Davis’ filibuster helped the Democratic 
senators delay a vote on the bill until after 
midnight, the deadline for the end of the 
legislative session. The victory was short-
lived, however.

Nikki Vogel, social work major, was 
among a group of protesters who traveled 

to the state capital in Austin in July to pro-
test the new abortion law. 

“I don’t think it is a politician’s choice; 
it should be the choice of the parties 
involved, the woman, the woman’s family, 
the doctor,” Vogel said. “Politicians are not 
doctors and should not have the right to 
make those choices for women.

“I personally don’t believe that life 
begins at conception,” Vogel added. “Gen-
erally the medical community believes 
that life begins at 25 weeks, which is when 
brain functionality actually begins to hap-
pen.”

In addition to the admitting privileges 
requirement and strict adherence of FDA 
abortion-inducing drug guidelines, the law 
bans abortions at 20 weeks and beginning 

Sept. 1, 2014, requires 
doctors to perform abor-
tions at facilities that meet 
the requirements for an 
ambulatory surgical center.

“Right now there’s 
only six ambulatory surgi-
cal centers in the entire 
state of Texas that provide 
abortion care, and there’ll 
be very few people who 

between now and a year from now could 
raise the funds or start a building process 
where they would be able to build a new 
facility,” said Amy Hagstrom Miller, 
founder of Whole Woman’s Health, a chain 
of women’s clinics in Texas, in a Nov. 4 
interview on National Public Radio.  “So 
you’re going to see another round of clinics 
closing a year from now.”

As a result of the 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals recent ruling, women seeking 
abortions have been turned away from 
numerous clinics across Texas because the 
doctors who perform abortions at these 
clinics do not have agreements with local 
hospitals to admit patients as required by 
the new law.

The battle over abortion in Texas is far 
from over, however. The recent court order 
is only temporary, and a complete hearing 
with arguments from both sides will likely 
be held in January of next year.

On Nov. 4, Planned Parenthood filed 
an emergency request with the Supreme 
Court to place the new abortion restrictions 
on hold. The request was sent to Justice 
Antonin Scalia, who oversees emergency 
matters from Texas. The provision requir-
ing admitting privileges will remain in ef-
fect until at least Nov.12, which is the date 
Scalia has asked Texas to respond by.

UHCL students Ashley Connelley, 
anthropology and sociology major, and 
Kellie Keener, women’s studies major, 
have already begun preparations for the 
ride, including submitting the paper work 
necessary for the creation of UHCL’s first 
cycling club. The club hopes to be recog-
nized as an official student organization at 
the beginning of spring 2014.

“Our school doesn’t really have any 
teams yet,” Connelley said. “I think it’d 
be really cool to be one of the first teams 
that would be around for the freshmen and 
sophomores that 
will come in. It 
would be cool to 
actually be ‘team 
Hawks’ or ‘team 
UHCL’ to repre-
sent our school for 
a good cause.”

Participat-
ing in the SLICE 
Leadership 
Retreat held last 
month inspired 
Connelley and 
Keener to team 
up. Since the 
participants of 
BP MS 150 must 
pledge to raise at 
least $400 and pay 
a $100 registration 
fee, Connelley and 
Keener decided 
creating a cycling club would be the best 
way to raise the money and fuel their 
participation. 

“We started talking about doing this 
with our friends from the leadership retreat 
as a group of people who are also interest-
ed in doing [MS 150],” Keener said. “I re-
ally like biking, and I have a lot of friends 
who have done [MS 150] before, too.”

Keener and Connelley have been busy 
making training preparations for the riders.

“We have to start off by just getting to 
know our bikes for a few weeks,” Keener 
said. “Then, we are going to need to do 
both strength and endurance. At some 
point, we are going to need to start going 
up bridges.”

Connelley said they also have plans to 
make a trip to Austin and get to know the 
terrain there. The training plan they are 
using has practice runs of 20 miles per day 
about three times a week, with a maximum 
practice ride of 100 miles before the event.

BP MS 150 has raised more than $157 
million for MS research, programs and 

services since its first ride in 1985.
“There is still no known cause of MS, 

and therefore there is no cure for the dis-
ease,” said Gena Hyde, regional director 
of communications for the National MS 
Society. “Although there is still no cure for 
MS, effective strategies are available to 
modify the disease course, treat exacerba-
tions (also called attacks, relapses or flare-
ups), manage symptoms, improve function 
and safety, and provide emotional support. 
In combination, these treatments enhance 
the quality of life for people living with 

MS.”
The cycling club 

currently has seven 
members and is also 
open to people who 
do not want to ride 
bicycles but would 
like to participate in 
other ways.

“We also need 
support staff, like 
people to drive with 
us, people to meet us 
half way and to meet 
us there,” Connelley 
said. “Also to help 
raise the money but 
not actually ride.”

Sara Khalifa, 
coordinator of 
orientation and new 
student programs, is 
the staff adviser for 

the upcoming cycling club and has plans 
on participating in the ride as well.

“As a staff member, I wanted to get in-
volved,” Khalifa said. “I thought this was 
a good opportunity to try something that I 
had never done. Personally, I wanted to be 
challenged and also participate with them, 
so I do plan on trying.”

Khalifa also has a personal tie and 
reason to help fight multiple sclerosis.

“I have a really close friend and her 
mother is suffering from [multiple scle-
rosis],” Khalifa said. “She will be part of 
our support team, hopefully. It is a great 
cause and a great initiative, and I am really 
excited that they are taking the lead on 
this. I’m really excited!”

Keener said the group will still partici-
pate in MS 150, even if there is no cycling 
club.

“If cycling club does not pass, we will 
just have to use our other club resources to 
help,” Keener said. “We’ll still participate 
in the ride.”

MS 150: continued from page 1

“I don’t think it is a
politician’s choice;
it should be the choice 
of the parites involved, 
the woman, the woman’s 
family, the doctor.”

– NIKKI VOGEL
SOCIAL WORK MAJOR

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF BP MS 150
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This fall semester marks the 
20th anniversary of the UHCL 
Writing Center, and like most 
significant birthdays, a party will 
be held to both show appreciation 
and celebrate all the work the staff 
and tutors have accomplished in 
that time.

The birthday bash will take 
place Friday, Nov. 15, from 2 to 
4 p.m. in the Writing Center, lo-
cated in suite 2105 of the Student 
Services Building. 

The event will host a multi-
tude of word-based board games 
such as Apples to Apples, Boggle 
and Scrabble to keep all in atten-
dance entertained. 

A prize drawing will be 
featured at 2:15 p.m. Any time 
a student has utilized tutoring 
sessions at the Writing Center 
throughout this semester, his or 
her name has been entered into 
the drawing. Students are limited 
to two tutoring sessions per week, 
allowing the possibility of two 
drawing entries per week for the 
prize contest. 

Twenty prizes will be given 
away, including shirts, coffee 
mugs, literary action figures, a 
writing journal and one $50 gift 
card to Barnes & Noble. One 
lucky grand-prize winner will 
take home a brand-new Kindle 
Fire HD.

Students do not have to be 
present in order to win a prize. 
An email will be sent out after the 
event announcing all the winners, 
who can later come by the office 

to grab their bounty.
Free snacks and beverages 

will be available in the Writ-
ing Center throughout the event 
as well. Perhaps most notably, 
Writing Center Director Chloe 
Diepenbrock will bake her 
campus-wide famous mocha 
raspberry torte.

“Most people who have been 
here a while know about 
my mocha raspberry 
torte,” Diepenbrock 
said with a smile.

When it was 
first established 
in 1993, the cen-
ter was confined 
to a 400-square-
foot classroom 
within the Bayou 
Building. When 
the Student Services 
Building was constructed 
in 2004, the center was relocated 
into a spacy 2,000-square-foot 
room on the second floor filled 
with computers and tables for 
students’ use to unleash their 
creative writing potential, as well 
as a plethora of literature art in the 
form of sculptures, sketches and 
pictures.

The spatial expansion of the 
center has proved beneficial as 
the number of tutoring sessions 
continues to grow.

Diepenbrock declared the us-
age of the Writing Center by stu-
dents has grown every year since 
its first semester in service. She 
continued, saying that between 
2009 and 2013, there has been 
a 16 percent increase in tutoring 

sessions, with more than 3,500 
sessions occurring between the 
fall of 2012 and the fall of 2013. 
More interestingly, she said, there 
has been a 27 percent increase in 
usage this semester alone, totaling 
900 tutoring sessions in the first 
seven weeks of fall classes. 

The Writing Center began 
online tutoring in the fall of 2012, 

which allows students 
to schedule an ap-

pointment and 
talk with tutors 
online in order 
to gain instant 
feedback 
rather than 
doing it 
face-to-face or 

through email. 
Since then, 

“Sixty-six percent 
of students have trans-

ferred from email to online 
chat,” Diepenbrock stated.  

Katie Hart, program coordina-
tor for the Writing Center, expects 
those numbers to skyrocket with 
the forthcoming downward ex-
pansion in the fall of 2014, which 
will admit freshmen and sopho-
mores on campus for the first time 
in the university’s history.

“[Professor Diepenbrock] 
found that about 50 percent of 
the usage at other centers is from 
freshmen,” Hart said. “Because 
of this, we expect a pretty major 
increase in visits. We will need 
more space, more tutors and 
definitely more funding in order 
to handle this.”

Up to this point, the Writing 

Center has employed more than 
200 tutors to help students with 
their writing skills in its 20 years 
of service. 

Whether current students hope 
to win a prize drawing or they just 
want to unwind for a couple hours 

and enjoy some food and fun, the 
Writing Center staff encourages 
everyone to visit and partake in its 
anniversary bash.

Tutoring Center Parties The ‘Write’ Way

GRAPHICS COURTESY OF KATIE HART: UHCL WRITING CENTER
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Candy and decorative skeleton 
masks overtook Bayou Building’s 
Atrium I Nov. 4 as UHCL celebrated 
Dia de los Muertos.

Every year Intercultural Student 
Services (ISS) puts on the event in 
order to introduce Dia de los Muertos 
to those who are unfamiliar with the 
primarily Mexican holiday and to 
create a space for the Latin Ameri-
can community to come, explained 
Liliana Zuniga, ambassador for ISS 
and art major.

Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the 
Dead, is a holiday celebrated Nov. 1 
by remembering the dearly departed 
with dance, food and altars.  Instead 
of focusing on death, Dia de los 
Muertos is a celebration of the lives 
of those who have departed.

Every year ISS ambassadors 
come up with the theme and events 
that will take place at the Dia de los 
Muertos event. This year, Zuniga and 
Karina Acosta, ISS ambassador and 
sociology major, decided to focus on 
altars as the central theme. 

A large community altar was 
put in the back of the Atrium where 
people could write loved one’s names 
on paper skulls to tape to the altar in 
remembrance.

Zuniga said some people think 
Day of the Dead is the Mexican ver-
sion of Halloween.

“[It’s] important for people to 
understand culture and to express 
tradition,” Acosta said. “So many 
people have come up to me saying 
they thought this was the Mexican 
Halloween. It’s not.”

Special guest speaker Laura Lo-
pez Cano held two presentations in 
celebration, one at 2 p.m. to explain 
the meaning behind the altars, and 
another at 4 p.m. to show people how 
to build one.

“You cannot build an altar when 
you’re sad,” Lopez Cano said.

Lopez Cano was adamant about 
Dia de los Muertos being a celebra-
tion of those who have lived, not fo-
cusing on the fact that they are dead.  
She handed out a pamphlet at the 
presentation describing the meaning 
behind the altar, or “ofrenda,” mean-

ing offering, including why candles, 
paper flags and food are frequently 
seen atop altars.

To promote the understanding 
and importance of the ofrenda, ISS 
offered other activities including 
dressing up skeletons, making masks  
and face painting. Costumes were 
also provided at the event for those 
who wanted to participate in the best- 
dressed contest.

UHCL Foreign Language 
Program was also involved, with a 
booth dedicated to promoting other 
languages, and the Bilingual Educa-
tion Student Organization (BESO), 
Hispanics Advancing Culture, Edu-
cation, Roots (HACER), and Mujeres 
collaborated with a booth for making 
macaroni skeleton puppets.

This was Lopez Cano’s first time 
speaking at UHCL, but she visits 
colleges throughout the Houston-
Galveston area to promote the 
celebration.

“It really is about culture and 
awareness,” Lopez Cano said.

Many students enjoyed the free 
food, taking pictures before a set 

with masks they’d made, or playing 
bingo as provided by The Society of 
Human Resource Management.

Silvia Morales, psychology and 
anthropology major, said she was 
surprised to see that the event in-
cluded a small animation clip on Dia 
de los Muertos that played on repeat.

“I really liked it,” Morales said.  
“[It’s] interesting because some of 
our students are international, [and 
this is] a way for them to get to know 
Mexican culture.”

Swathi Punreddy, healthcare ad-
ministration major, said she enjoyed 
everything about the event.

“I like it because it was different 
and fun,” Punreddy said.

Susana Hernandez, assistant di-
rector of ISS, said Dia de los Muertos 
was an inherent part of ISS, an event 
they’ve done since before she started 
working there.

“Dia de los Muertos has become 
a tradition and an annual celebration 
for our office,” Hernandez said.

Dia de los Muertos
Intercultural Student Services Celebrates Day of the Dead

KIMBERLY WARREN: THE SIGNAL

Juan Segeada, education major, displays his mask, skeleton and face paint in honor of 
Dia de los Muertos.

KIMBERLY WARREN: THE SIGNAL

Altars are built during Dia de los Muertos to honor those who have passed.

KIMBERLY WARREN: THE SIGNAL

Altar created by event speaker Laura Lopez Cano in honor of 
Dia de los Muertos.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO 
VIEW A SLIDESHOW OF THE 
DIA DE LOS MUERTOS EVENT.
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