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A UHCL professor accused 
of making terroristic threats was 
arrested April 9 after a colleague 
contacted the UHCL Police De-
partment and filed a grievance.

The Texas Penal Code defines 
a terroristic threat as one that 
“[places] any person in fear of im-
minent serious bodily injury.” 

Lei Wu, associate professor 
of software engineering for the 
School of Science and Computer 
Engineering, reportedly made 
threatening remarks during a ten-
ure discussion with his program 
chair, Sharon White. Wu was 
subsequently arrested.

White, associate professor of 

software engineering for SCE, 
is an acting member of the Peer 
Review Committee in charge of 
reviewing Wu’s tenure candidacy. 
Wu met with White to discuss 

SEE WU, PAGE 6

UHCL professor arrested, 
accused of making threats

Graham Clifford
The Signal 

The 19th Annual Student 
Conference for Research and 
Creative Arts took place April 
16-19 on the UHCL campus with 
participating students presenting 
professional-quality research in a 
variety of formats. 

The SCRCA gathered stu-
dents from 10 colleges in the 
state to present research topics in 
a professional manner and gain 
experience in presentation skills 
for future academic or busi-
ness settings. Participants were 
required to have a UHCL faculty 
sponsor who is familiar with the 
student’s work. 

“SCRCA provides [students] 
an exceptional opportunity to 
present professionally and get 

feedback on their research,” 
said Charlotte Haney, visiting 
lecturer in anthropology. “There 
are many publishing venues for 
student research. Investigate 
these, select an appropriate one, 
revise your research in light of 
the feedback you received and 
submit it for publication.” 

The range of publishing ven-
ues offered to students included 
poster presentations, oral presen-
tations, roundtable discussions 
and workshops. There was also 
a mock trial with a practicing 
judge for legal studies students to 
sharpen their courtroom skills. 

Faculty members involved 
in the conference were quick 
to point out that although this 
conference is aimed at students, 
it is a professional conference 

where students present publish-
able quality work. 

“The Student Conference for 
Research and Creative Arts was 
created to give students an op-
portunity to present their research 
in a professional environment 
outside the classroom,” said Stu-
art Larson, associate professor 
of graphic design. “Although the 
word ‘student’ is in the title, this 
is a real conference and counts 
as professional development 
on a resume. Presenting at this 
conference prepares a student 
for after-graduation in ways that 
classroom activities do not.” 

The presentations and sym-
posiums are intended to not only 
prepare students for a possible 
business setting, but also to 
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software engineering, at his initial 
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The Board of Regents meetings in May will give faculty, staff and students a look into how big the changes of downward expansion will be financially and how far those attending UHCL will have to dig into their pockets in the upcoming academic year.The University of Houston Board of Regents is the governing body of UHCL, as well as the UH System as a whole. This means board members make execu-tive decisions for UH, UHD, UH-Victoria, UH-Cinco Ranch, UH-Sugarland, KUHT Television and KUHF Radio. 
The board will meet two times in May. May 13, the Academic and Student Success Committee, Facilities, Construction and Master Planning Committee, and the Endowment Management Committee will meet to dis-cuss proposed items for those areas at each of the UH System schools. May 14, the Audit and Compliance Committee, and the Finance and Administration Com-mittee will meet to further discuss how the funds in the 

UH System will be allocated to fit each school’s needs.These meetings will give the final say in what the proposed tuition and fee increases will be for the next academic year and will give UHCL an indication of what to expect in the way of funding for the four-year initiative, beginning fall 2014.Proposed Funding for Fiscal Year 2014At the FY14 Combined Component Priorities Presentation April 17,  President William Staples described the funding for the four-year initiative as a “three-legged stool” that will be composed of three funding factors: department reserves, private fundrais-ing and state appropriations.“I am convinced more than ever that if we don’t make this transition we will be in a much more precari-ous position regarding the near term and especially in the long term funding of UH-Clear Lake,” Staples said.Department Reserves
UHCL is planning to use $1.12 million from reserves to aid with the financial cost of downward expansion – money set aside within each department 

for the use of priority initiatives.“The university swept money from departments’ reserves last year that they felt was excess money and they will sort of fund our needs from that greater pool of money for the next couple of years,” said Darlene Biggers, associate vice president of student services.Private Fundraising
Houston Endowment has given a $1 million grant to UHCL for downward expansion.The payments will be given in two increments of $500,000; the first was allotted to UHCL in March 2013 and the second will be granted in March 2014. These funds will be apportioned to extend students services, including new academic advising, transition services and student services for freshman and sopho-more students. Transition services are anticipated to help freshmen make the transition from high school to college, and student services is hoping to provide tutor-ing for lower-level math and sciences.

SEE BUDGET, PAGE 6

Proposed tuition and fees to be approved at Board of Regents meetings in May

SEE STUDENT, PAGE 6
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Conference attendees and participants view the poster presentations that were displayed in Atrium II of 
the Bayou Building during the Student Conference for Research and Creative Arts April 16-19.
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That cyclic request that induc-
es intense pondering and delibera-
tion that we know as the budget 
proposal is once again upon the 
UH System Board of Regents.

It can be favored, and in turn, 
be scorned, especially where fee 
increases are concerned and es-
pecially if those increases are not 
solidly justified.

The culprit here is a proposed 
increase in parking fees.

The proposal is to increase 
parking permits is as follows: 
annual student and employee per-
mits from $85 to $100; semester 
student permits from $50 to $60; 
summer student permits from $35 
to $45; annual adjunct permits 
from $40 to $50; semester adjunct 
permits from $20 to $30; summer 
adjunct permits from $15 to $25; 
and annual employee reserved lot 
permits from $135 to $170.

These increases do not neces-
sarily empty an individual’s 
pockets or seem too unwarranted 
until the exact intention behind 
the increases is uncovered – then 
the justification does not appear 
logical.

It must first be considered 
that faculty and staff have not 
had a pay increase in close to 
three years, and they have already 
adjusted to paying a parking fee 
increase that was implemented 
three years ago.

Secondly, parking fees are in-
tended for parking improvements 
and lot maintenance, correct? Not 
necessarily in this case.

The proposed parking fee 
increases, estimated at $110,000 
in increased revenue, would be 
used for:  1) increased staffing 
and hours of the Hawk Patrol; 2) 
maintenance of security tech-
nologies and implementing new 
technologies; and 3) for mail out 
of all parking permits.

All three items have been 
ill-received by the majority of 
faculty and staff who have voiced 
concerns through different cam-
pus committees. 

Most complainants believe 
the current funding is sufficient, 
especially considering that in fall 
2014, the incoming freshmen, 
sophomores and new faculty and 
staff should generate an increased 
parking income.  

Faculty and staff would rather 
see the gate arms returned to 
parking lot B that were removed 
two years ago because it is now 
easier for parking offenders to 
park in the employee lot, which is 
causing an actual problem.

Some students do not mind 
the increase in parking fees – it is 
how they are set to be allocated 
that they do not agree with.    

The Hawk Patrol is comprised 
of student employees working to 
assist the campus police depart-
ment with transportation escorts 
and motorist assist services, 

such as unlocking doors, helping 
with flat tires and jump starting 
vehicles.  

The patrol also enforces 
parking regulations and safety by 
being visible through lot patrol.  
However, it is primarily lot D 
that is patrolled and the student 
employees are not required to 
complete any specific law or 
safety training. Only a valid 
Texas driver’s license, good driv-
ing record and clear background 
check are necessary to apply for 
a position as a member of the 
Hawk Patrol.

The maintenance of security 
technologies and implementation 
of new technologies involves 
obtaining, installing and operat-
ing a new access control system 
for campus rooms and buildings, 
and a campus enunciator for 
buildings and parking lots.

The access control sys-
tem would convert the current 
keypad system to a physical card 
system, while the campus enun-
ciator would allow for emergency 
announcements on campus to be 
made remotely and instantaneous-
ly from any location, even off 
campus. This sounds like a step 
in the right direction to upgrad-
ing campus security, but these 
improvements are not parking lot 
related and should not be funded 
through increased parking fees.

The idea of mailing out the 
approximately 6,400 parking per-
mits sold each year simply does 

not make sense because it really 
just equates to a projected added 
cost of about $2.50 per permit. It 
would make more sense to give 
the purchasers of the permits a 
choice of whether they would 
like to have their permits mailed 
or picked up in person. Those 
who choose to have their permits 
mailed can do so by accepting the 
charges for the mailing cost.

The UH System Board of 
Regents will have the final say 
on what will be approved on this 

budget cycle when they vote 
May 14, and then the fate of the 
proposed parking fee will be 
revealed.

To ask questions or make sug-
gestions concerning the proposed 
parking fee increases, contact the 
UHCL Police Department at 
policechief@uhcl.edu or the 
Facilities and Support Services 
Committee (FSSC) at http://
uhcl.edu/portal/page/portal/PRE/
Shared_Governance/FSSC.

Proposed parking fee increases cause concern

Kalan Lyra 
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THE PARKING FEES
WENT WAY UP, BUT
I DON’T SEE ANY

DIFFERENCE!

THE

IS IN YOUR
WALLET, LADY.

DIFFERENCE

Trent Gibson
The Signal

You are a high school English 
teacher. You enter your classroom 
like any other day, preparing 
to teach. You suddenly notice 
your students are staring at you, 
pointing and snickering. Come to 
find out, you are the center of a 
rumor around school that you are 
performing sexual acts with one 
of your students. 

Of course, this isn’t true. But 
your students believe it is. 

This scenario is a replication 
of a situation that my ex-girlfriend 
is currently involved in at the high 
school where she teaches.

So what do you do? Go to the 
principal – he’s no help. 

“Boys will be boys,” he says.
Call the authorities? Strike 

two.
“We don’t have enough evi-

dence,” they say. 
You are now struggling to 

make it through your days without 
crying in your car on your lunch 
break or hearing “maybe she’ll 
give me an A, if you know what I 

mean.”
“Victim 

blame” is a 
term coined to 
represent when 
“the victim(s) 
of a crime, an 
accident, or any 
type of abusive 
maltreatment 
are held en-
tirely or partially 
responsible for 
the transgres-
sions committed 
against them.” 

Victim blame 
has been occur-
ring for years, 
but this actually 
hits close to home. Amidst the 
controversy, the students at my 
ex-girlfriend’s school decided 
to get social media involved by 
tweeting from their personal Twit-
ter accounts, as well as reposting 
others’ tweets. 

Now this brings in a whole 
new subject matter that we won’t 
get into, but let’s just say that the 

law now has 
the authority to 
get involved – 
and they have. 
Students can 
be held respon-
sible for libelous 
statements made 
online, which 
can ruin their 
future.  

What these 
students do not 
understand is 
that things like 
this can ruin a 
teacher’s career 
as well. The 
situation my 
ex-girlfriend has 

been unwillingly involved in has 
tarnished her reputation and will 
follow her to every school she 
teaches at in the future.

Regardless, certain questions 
arise: Are the students just bored? 
Are they begging for attention? 
Do they think it’s funny? Or do 
they just have malicious intent 
toward the sweetest girl on the 

planet because she gave a student 
an ‘F’ on a paper when he didn’t 
even do the assignment? 

Who knows.  
It is important for real vic-

tims, like my ex-girlfriend, to be 
believed, as the outcome can be 
extremely harmful to their reputa-
tions. When situations such as this 
one arise, we need to understand 
that these victims aren’t just “cry-
ing wolf.” 

Sometimes, we don’t think 
about the consequences of our 
actions. We believe falsities, accu-
sations and rumors blindly, never 
batting an eye, and move on like 
nothing happened. 

We’ve been taught as a society 
to fall in line, to conform. And 
when one person tells us some-
thing is true, no matter how outra-
geous, we feel the need to believe. 
But let’s face it. It’s human nature 
to gossip, especially when the 
subject matter is titillating or 
taboo. We want the good stuff – 
the guts. 

There is a passage in the Bible 
that reads, “And you will know 

the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.” I encourage you to 
seek truth in anything that you 
do. You never know the full harm 
that spreading falsity can do to 
someone. 

I mean, I think the world of 
her, but what do I know?

‘Crying wolf’ ruins careers and tarnishes reputations
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CORRECTION
The article “The Competi-
tion That is Burning Up the 
Campus” that appeared in the 
April 15, 2013 issue of The 
Signal incorrectly identified the 
“Best Booth” award winners 
as the PASA team. The team 
that was awarded “Best Booth” 
was the School of Education 
Advising Office team for their 
“Toy Story”-themed booth, 
“Woody’s Rootin’ Tootin’ 
Chili.” David Benz, who was 
identified as team captain for 
the PASA booth, should have 
been listed as a member of the 
SOE Advising Office team. 
Biology major Kristen Skipper 
was incorrectly identified as 
Kristen Skippy. 



James Hilton’s Goodbye, Mr. Chips 
was a nostalgic recollection of a dedicated 
and inspiring teacher. The new “Mr. Chips” 
is a computer. With online classes now 
often replacing traditional face-to-face 
classes, and the live professor disappearing 
behind a computer screen, we have to ask 
once again, what is the purpose of a uni-
versity, and will online learning promote or 
frustrate that purpose?  

The purpose of a university today is 
what it has always been: The creation and 
dissemination of knowledge. But what is 
knowledge? Broadly speaking, there are 
two kinds of knowledge – knowing that 
and knowing how. You know that Paris 
is the capital of France; you know how to 
ride a bicycle. Both kinds of knowledge 
are essential for mastery of an academic 
subject, but each kind is learned in very 
different ways. You can learn about na-
tional capitals from a computer; to learn 
how to ride a bicycle you have to actually 
get on a bicycle. Similarly, you can learn 
how to be a laboratory scientist only by 
putting on the white coat and mixing it up 
with the test tubes.  You learn how to be 
a philosopher by undergoing the rigors of 
Socratic interrogation.  

Computers are good for “learning that,” 
but they lag far behind in “learning how.” 
You can have a philosophical discussion 
by e-mail, but it is an extremely inefficient 
form of communication. You can say more 
in ten minutes of live conversation than in 
an hour of e-mailing. Besides, human com-
munication is largely nonverbal. In a face-
to-face setting I can read facial expressions 

and body language to tell when a student 
is confused or inattentive and change my 
presentation accordingly. Further, I com-
municate my own enthusiasm by expres-
sion, tone, and gesture. When a computer 
screen comes between me and my students 
it compromises the immediate, personal, 
and direct nature of that crucial exchange.  
Consider: Millions of years of evolution 
have adapted human beings to the nuances 
of face-to-face communication. We have 
been staring at computer screens for only 
about thirty years. Even face-imaging tech-
nologies are a distant second-best.  

The upshot is that computers have 
many disadvantages compared to face-to-
face learning. But wait. Don’t studies show 
that computer learning is often as effective 
as face-to-face? What these studies mostly 
show is that – surprise, surprise – the 
most important factor in student achieve-
ment is not the medium of instruction, but 
the amount of effort that the student puts 
into learning. In all the roiling debates 
about education this one obvious fact 
gets overlooked: All that any teacher can 
ever do is to lead the proverbial horse to 
water. Whether students drink deeply at the 
fountain of knowledge or only gargle is up 
to them. But a great teacher can be a great 
motivator, and you will have lifelong mem-
ories of an inspiring teacher. If the new Mr. 
Chips is a computer, will the memories of 
future generations of former students be 
quite so warm?

Keith M. Parsons
Professor of Philosophy

Mr. Chips or Computer Chips?
Right outside the lab is, or should I 

say was, a student break room with tables, 
vending machines, and a microwave. This 
room has been taken away for what I un-
derstand is going to be a storage area.

This was a place for students to eat, 
socialize, and study. Especially for our 
commuter students with very limited time 
for a quick bite before entering the lab for 
class. This also provided the lab assistants 
an option to offer student who tried to 
bring food into the lab. They have relocat-
ed the vending machines to a small study 
room on the other side of the building. This 
room however does not provide a place to 
eat or study. Someone who was displeased 
with this move placed a sign in the break 
room encouraging students to email their 
feelings to the President. I did.

I recently found out that the café in the 
SSCB Building was also being taken away 
and turned into an office. I knew it was 
under construction, but like other students, 
assumed it would remain a café!

So here are my concerns… One, this is 
now three student body areas lost…a café, 
a study room, and a break room. The stu-
dents are the life of this campus, the clients 
so to speak, of the University. We should 
be focused on creating an environment that 
makes the students fill welcomed and that 
our main focus is them and their success. 
Could a storage room not be moved to 
a basement? Is it possible that an addi-
tional storage room is not a necessity but 

a luxury? How do we keep student money 
on campus if we do not provide them with 
a place to enjoy their meals? Will we lose 
their meal money to off campus locations 
for lack of places to sit in the SSCB Build-
ing? There may be good answers to all of 
these questions but how would we know 
this? This brings me to my second concern, 
COMMUNICATION! Were these changes 
communicated to the student body?

It is common knowledge that the 
campus will soon be open to freshman 
and sophomore students and so I feel it 
necessary to point out that we are adding 
thousands of additional students and taking 
away student areas. I am no whiz at math 
but even I know that those numbers do not 
add up. Are there plans to add additional 
student areas? If so where and when? And 
if not, where do we plan to put the grow-
ing student body? I was approached at the 
Patio Café and informed that they plan to 
do some remodeling and wanted student 
opinions. This is great!!! This is communi-
cation! This is taking into account what the 
universities’ “clients” need!

I just feel like it is important that 
changes that are made on campus that 
affect the daily routines of the students 
should not be done without communication 
or consideration for those who would be 
directly affected.

Birdi Gomez
Sociology Major
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Students’ spaces disappearing

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK...
Leave a comment or submit your own
letter online at www.uhclthesignal.com.

EQUALITY IS NOT AN AGENDA:
Scan the QR code to read another letter to the
editor written by Unity Club President Colden 
Snow in response to the article “Gay UHD student 
hit with smear campaign” that appeared in the
April 15, 2013 issue of The Signal.
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Reggie Butler
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The annual San Jacinto Day Festival and Battle Reenact-
ment celebrated the 177th anniversary of Texas independence 
from Mexico April 20 at the San Jacinto Battleground in 
LaPorte, Texas. 

The admission-free event is organized by the San Jacinto 
Museum of History, with assistance from Texas Parks and 
Wildlife and San Jacinto Volunteers. Visitors were able to 
view the San Jacinto Monument and Museum, the Reflection 
Pool and the Battleship Texas. 

The primary mission of the event is to educate the public 
about local history and, more importantly, Texas history at 
the Battle of San Jacinto, in which General Sam Houston led 
the Texian Army to victory April 21, 1836. This victory won 
Texas’ independence from Mexico. 

“History is important because we are the past; we are the 
sum of all the events – good, bad, and indifferent – that have 
happened to us, and this sum guides our actions in the pres-
ent,” said Robert Hixon, chairman of the board of trustees of 
the San Jacinto Museum of History Association.

Hixon wants festival visitors to ponder the importance of 
the battle and whether or not Texas would still be a part of 
Mexico, had it lost the Battle of San Jacinto.

Hali Garcia, Baytown resident and festivalgoer, stated she 
took away “an understanding on how much of what has hap-
pened in history affects today’s society.” 

A few new presentations brought to the festival this year 
were “The Women at San Jacinto,” presented by Mary L. 
Kelley Scheer, professor at Lamar University, and the “Rock-
ing T Chuck Wagon,” which has been featured on the Food 
Network and competes in chuck wagon food competitions 
throughout the South.  

This event had fun activities for all ages and included an 
entire children’s area of the festival. Children could take part 
in the petting zoo, face painting and archery zones. 

The highlight of the day was the reenactment of the Battle 
of San Jacinto. Volunteers from historical organizations came 
from all over Texas to participate in the reenactment, which 
dramatizes the 18-minute battle between the Mexican Army 
and the Texians. 

Throughout the day, the pathway to the battleground was 
lined with blacksmith and weaver demonstrators who taught 
spectators about life in Texas during the 1800s. Before and af-
ter the battle, guests were allowed to walk on the battleground 
to study how the soldiers on both sides lived during the time 
surrounding the battle. 

As the reenactment approached, hundreds of visitors of 
all ages positioned themselves along the sides of the battle-
ground. The performance used pyrotechnics for the cannons 
and muskets used in battle. 

Despite already knowing the outcome, spectators were 
able to see the strategy used during the battle and the small 
mistakes that General Antonio López de Santa Anna made 
throughout the days surrounding the climax that led to his 
capture and overall defeat, which ensured Texas’ victory. 

“The festival is so much fun,” said John Hesselberg, a vol-
unteer portraying a Mexican soldier in the battle reenactment. 
“You get to hang out, dress up in weird clothes, and enjoy 
the carnival atmosphere, all while educating the public about 
what happened here.”

San Jacinto Day Festival Brings Texas History to Life

MORE ONLINE
Scan the QR code
to view a slideshow 
about the San
Jacinto Day Festival.

Reenactors celebrate San 
Jacinto Day with battle scenes, 
medicine shows and demon-
strations of life in Texas in 1836.

ALL PHOTOS BY JASON SEIDEL: THE SIGNAL
DESIGN BY SHAWN DOMINGUES: THE SIGNAL



5 APRIL 29, 2013THE SIGNAL

MORE ONLINE
Scan the QR code below 
to watch the live cam of 
purple martin colony nest.

Ashley Honc
The Signal

UHCL is recognized by the Environmental Institute of 
Houston for having an environmentally friendly campus and 
protecting the nature and wildlife inhabiting it. 

The purple martin habitat located in front of the North Of-
fice Annex Building was built in an effort to raise environmen-
tal consciousness through education.

Sheila Brown, habitat curriculum specialist, got the idea to 
build the bird nest on campus while attending a meeting at the 
Wild About Birds nature store years ago.

“I wanted the kids [Clear Lake High School Earth Club] to 
learn about the purple martins, and so they started by cleaning 
the housing and placing pine needles in the compartments by 
Valentine’s Day each year,” Brown said.

Hurricane Ike took down the original multihouse dwelling 
for the martins. What stands now is larger colony housing with 
22 total nests that was funded by the school and Matt Fendly, 
academic computing systems coordinator, who constructed the 
birdhouse.

What makes this birdhouse unique from others in the area 
is a miniature live streaming camera recently placed on the in-
ner wall of one of the compartments housing a nest. 

“The camera was installed to bring more attention to the 
purple martins and allow school kids to monitor the nesting 
progress from any computer,” said Fendley, who also manages 
and keeps the birdhouse operational.

Purple martins are migratory birds that nest in North 
America and travel to South America, typically Brazil, during 
the winter. From UHCL, this journey is roughly 4,900 miles 
one way.

“2008 was the first year with purple martins nesting at 
UHCL,” Fendley said. “They have been returning every year 
since.”

During migration, if their previous nest was managed 
properly, they will come back to it and continue to nest there 
every year during their lifespan. If damaged or gone when they 
return, they will relocate up to 50 miles away.

The purple martins that are nesting with the live camera 
were housed there last year as well.

“As long as they successfully raised babies the previous 
season, the adults will always return to their same nesting 
grounds,” Fendley said.

Purple martins are secondary-cavity nesters. This means 
they are dependent on human housing or previously used nests. 

Fendley started the construction of the nests at UHCL with 
pine needles. The martins will then add elements of their own 
including mud and leaves.

With spring being the martins’ nesting season, any time 
now on the nest cam, you will begin to see the egg-laying 
process. The female martin will begin to lay one egg a day; the 
total amount of eggs laid ranges from two to seven. Approxi-
mately 15 days later they will begin to hatch.

Once the baby martins hatch, both parents continue to feed 
their young until they start to fly, roughly a month after hatch-
ing. Approximately two weeks after their first flight, they will 
continuously come back to their birthplace to feed from their 
parents and sleep at night.

Two of the purple martins’ leading predators are the 
English house sparrow and the European starling. Both are ag-
gressive birds that will sabotage purple martin eggs when the 
parents are away from the nest and/or take over their housing.

“Purple martins, like all songbirds, can be victims of 
isolated predation (raccoons, snakes, hawks, and owls), but 
this pales in comparison to the toll taken on the purple martins’ 
numbers, due to the loss of available housing, thanks to the 
aforementioned sparrows and starlings,” Fendley stressed.

Precautions have already been taken so that this doesn’t 
happen to the UHCL colony.

“We prevent the starlings from nesting there by using spe-
cial starling-resistant entrances that block them from entering 
the nest,” Fendley said.

Students are welcomed and encouraged to visit the purple 
martin birdhouse located north of parking lot D4. The live 
video camera inside the nest is also an alternative way to keep 
up with the reproduction cycle of the martins on campus.

“We will keep the camera live until the last martin nest has 
finished and there are no more staying the night in any of the 
compartments,” Fendley said. 

To advance further study of the purple martins, Fendley 
hopes to get tracking devices for the birds on campus.

“I would love to have geo-locators or bands to track the 
martins here and during migration,” Fendley said.

To view the purple martins live nest cam, visit http://prtl.
uhcl.edu/portal/page/portal/EIH/video.

Watch Purple Martins Nesting on Campus

DESIGN AND ILLUSTRATION BY SHAWN DOMINGUES: THE SIGNAL



6 THE SIGNALAPRIL 29, 2013

BUDGET: continued from page 1

WU: continued from page 1
his tenure review. Because White 
had lodged a previous complaint 
against Wu, this time White re-
corded the conversation.

UHCL Chief of Police Paul 
Willingham stated that White was 
advised not to contact Wu after 
she lodged an initial complaint 
against him with the police de-
partment April 2. During the April 
2 tenure discussion, Wu expressed 
concern about how slow the 
tenure process was and stated that 
not getting his tenure would be a 
strain on his marriage. 

“There is a lot of history be-
tween the two that is beyond this 
specific threat as it relates not just 
to the tenure, but even before that, 
that is actually related to why it is 
being grieved,” Willingham said. 
“There is some personal history 
between the two.”

White ignored the request 
from the UHCL Police Depart-
ment to stay away from Wu and 
had a tape recorder ready for their 
next encounter. 

The UHCL Police Report 
states that Wu purportedly made 
remarks to White such as “both 
will be blood,” and “it will be bad 
for either.” 

Wu’s defense team was pres-
ent at his initial court date April 
16 at the Harris County Court at 
Law Number Four. The defense 
team included Michael Turner 
and son Christopher Turner, of the 
Turner Law Office in Baytown, 
Texas.

Wu maintains his innocence 
and offers a different account of 
the conversation that ultimately 
led to his arrest.

“Soon you will hear the truth,” 
Wu said. “The fact is Sharon 
White came to my office with 
the tape recorder. The judge will 
decide what was said when he has 
listened to the tape, not by what 
Sharon White claimed. The news 
only used one source. Justice will 
prevail.” 

The “news” that Wu refers 
to includes a broadcast report on 
Channel 2 News and an article 
published in the Houston Chron-
icle.

Repeated attempts to con-
tact White were unsuccessful. A 
county clerk verified that William 
E. Mejia, Harris County assistant 
district attorney, is prosecuting the 
case against Wu. 

Stuart Larson, associate pro-
fessor of graphic design for the 
School of Humanities and Human 
Sciences and mentor for new 
faculty members seeking tenure 
at UHCL, previously served on 
a gaming committee with both 
professors. 

Larson’s view of the tenure 
process is unique because he was 
part of the HSH initiative started 
to guide new faculty members 
toward tenure.

“It can definitely be very 
stressful,” Larson said. “School 
does not prepare you for what 
the tenure process involves. The 

University of Houston-Clear Lake 
is far more supportive of faculty 
getting tenure than any other 
academic institution. We have 
the mentoring program and we’re 
always trying to improve the 
guidelines for what is required to 
get tenure.”

Larson has worked with both 
professors in the past.

“I’ve known Sharon White for 
a long time,” Larson said. “She 
has always been very professional 
and insightful. She is willing to 
work with people and programs 
outside of software engineering.

“Professor Wu and I interacted 
at the gaming committee. That 
was the first time I met Dr. Wu. 
He was working on a robotic arm 
to pick tomatoes.”

UHCL has limited Wu’s 
access to the university until 
the case against him has been re-
solved. He is allowed on campus 
to teach his classes, but he is not 
allowed on campus for any other 
reason while the case against him 
is ongoing. 

Willingham is adamant that 
the university is under no immi-
nent terroristic threat.

“He is allowed to teach the 
rest of his classes,” Willingham 
said. “We do not feel that there is 
a threat to the campus based upon 
our threat assessment. Otherwise 
he wouldn’t be here.”

prepare them for future academic 
pursuits. 

“This track record of publica-
tion builds your C.V. and gives 
you a leg up on the competition 
for graduate school applications 
or on the job market,” Haney 
said. 

Students participating in the 
poster presentation displayed 
their research in Atrium II of 
the Bayou Building. Their work 
ranged from “Gun Control: 
In Response to Sandy Hook 
Elementary,” to “Comparison of 
Zooplankton at Sites Along the 
Rio Negro (Amazonas Brazil).” 

One poster titled “Digging 
Deeper: The Dichotomy Between 
Social Media Use and Personality 
Traits” displayed a large amount 
of information in the form of text 
and graphs that showed a sample 
collected on campus.

“The hardest part of prepar-
ing my poster was streamlining 
the data and information into a 
summarized format and making 
sure there were no errors,” said 
Brittany Davis, clinical psychol-
ogy major and one of the authors 
of “Digging Deeper.”  “This was 
especially important because 
the final poster cost a significant 

amount of money to print.”
Student posters are only one 

of the forums for presenting 
research, however, and many 
students presented a topic in 
a symposium setting where a 
sponsoring faculty member chose 
the topic. 

One of these symposiums was 
co-conducted by Sera Perkins, 
humanities major, and covered 
“American Eating Rituals.” 

“Preparing for this conference 
has made me feel more ready to 
make a presentation in a future 
business setting,” Perkins said. 
“It took several weeks to prepare 
for this.” 

For more information or to 
inquire about next year’s confer-
ence, contact the Student Confer-
ence at 281-283-3374 or email 
studentconf@uhcl.edu.

“For next year, our 20th an-
niversary, we will be bringing 
back past presenters who have 
done something significant in 
their field,” said Michael Hunt, 
SCRCA director and instructor 
in psychology. “A lot of people 
think of SCRCA as only a re-
search conference, when it really 
is a conference of all scholastic 
work.” 

STUDENT: continued from page 1
State Appropriations

A 20 percent funding cut by 
the Texas Legislature in 2011 left 
a $5.8 million gap in the UHCL 
budget.

This legislative session, 
UHCL is hoping to regain roughly 
25 percent of that lost revenue. 

“There is simply going to be a 
battle for funding,” Staples said. 
“It depends how the dominos 
fall.”

If awarded the state ap-
propriation funds, UHCL has a 
proposed plan for a new Science 
and Academic Support building. 
The new building would provide 
more science labs, necessary for 
freshman and sophomore classes, 
and provide more space to expand 
academic support for the math 
and science disciplines.

“All decisions are sort of on 
hold right now,” said Zbigniew 
Czajkiewicz, dean of the School 
of Science and Computer Engi-
neering. “We are planning for a 
lot of things and we have a lot of 
options, but no decisions will be 
made, I assume, until the legisla-
tive session is completed.”
Four-Year Initiative Affects
on Tuition and Fees

In Texas, funding for public 
universities is primarily enroll-
ment driven. As a result, when 
there is a drop in formula funding 
provided by the state, the educa-
tional institution often times has 
to increase tuition and fees to as-
sure the needs of students are met 

for a quality education.
Tuition

 The rate for designated un-
dergraduate tuition is projected to 
be raised $9 per credit hour and 
$19 per credit hour for graduate 
students.

At this time there are no pro-
jected changes to statutory tuition, 
which is set by the state, or to dif-
ferential designated tuition, which 
is decided by the school in which 
the student will be majoring.

“Of the 38 public institutions, 
with one being the highest and 38 
being the lowest, we are 30 for 
tuition cost,” Staples said. “So we 
are a pretty good deal.”
Fees 

The library use fee and park-
ing fees may increase for students 
in FY14.

Library fees are projected to 
rise to $8 per credit hour with 
a maximum of $96 per student. 
For students taking more than 12 

hours per semester, the fee will 
not be applied to additional credit 
hours.

“This money will hopefully do 
two things: it will allow for us to 
restore resources that we have had 
to cut due to state budget cuts, and 
it will allow us to add new ones,” 
said Karen Wielhorksi, executive 
director of the Neumann Library.

Student parking fees are 
anticipated to climb to $100 for 
an annual parking pass, $60 for a 
semester parking pass in the fall/
spring semesters and $45 for a 
summer parking pass.

Adjunct parking fees are 
expected to increase to $50 for an 
annual parking pass, $30 for fall/
spring parking and $25 for sum-
mer parking.

Employee parking fees are 
expected to increase to $100 an-
nually and $170 for employees 
who have reserved lot parking.

The revenue generated by 
increased parking fees are being 
proposed by the UHCL Police De-
partment to cover more Hawk Pa-
trol employees in the parking lots 
and extended patrolling hours, 
maintenance and implementation 
of new security technologies, and 
mailing out parking permits.

The May 14 Board of Regents 
meeting and the decisions made 
by the Texas Legislature this ses-
sion will be the ultimate deciding 
factor for the budget for down-
ward expansion and the cost of 
tuition and fees. Dave Valdez

The Signal
Six students from the Teen 

and Police Service Academy 
(TAPS) visited and participated 
in the Student Conference for 
Research and Creative Arts at 
UHCL.  

The TAPS students displayed 
posters they created signifying 
their experience with TAPS, a 
program designed to reduce the 
social distance between at-risk 
youth and law enforcement.  

They also provided explana-
tions and demonstrations of their 
art, many of them presenting in 
person for the first time.

While on campus, the TAPS 
students visited several cam-
pus programs/departments and 
learned about the everyday life of 
UHCL students.

Everett Penn, associate pro-
fessor of criminology and mentor 
for the TAPS program, intro-
duced the students to the campus 
with the hope it would inspire 
them to continue in the pursuit of 
their education.

“With the emerging reality 
of more police in schools, the 
relationship between teens and 
police must be one of trust and 
openness,” Penn said. “The teen 
must trust the police officer will 
operate in a manner that provides 
safety and fairness to the teen. 
The police officer must display 
openness to the teen so that 
diffusing of situations occur to 
avoid a justice system response. 
Involvement of the justice system 
should be viewed as the last 
result, not the first response.”

Patrick Price, Randy 
Mathews, Rodger Ayala, Des-
mond Words, Mario Ayala and 
Marcus Christopher were the six 
students from TAPS who visited 
UHCL.

“I changed my whole outlook 
on how I used to look at offi-
cers,” Christopher said about his 
experience with TAPS.  “What I 

understand is they are just trying 
to protect us and keep themselves 
out of harms way.”

“[It] changed the way I do 
things now,” Ayala said. “I talk to 
the police now.” 

Through the TAPS program, 
the students gain more under-
standing of the police and how to 
interact with them.

“The most important thing 
about TAPS to me is how easy 
it is to connect to the police,” 
Matthews said. “They are so 
friendly.” 

Ranging from wanting to 
study music, to social work and 
criminal justice, the visiting stu-
dents from TAPS were interested 
in the different areas of UHCL.  
They visited department offices, 
classrooms, the mock courtroom, 
the admissions office, and recre-
ational areas of the campus.

“I like how the campus is 
spacious and big,” Price said. 
“There’s not that many people 
crowded around.”

In addition to various depart-
ments and locations on campus, 
the students were given a tour of 
The Signal newsroom and even 
provided their opinions on the 
technology that should be used 
to dispense the news to students. 
Unanimously, the students agreed 
that a mobile application would 
be the best form to deliver the 
news for students of the future 
– something The Signal staff is 
currently pursuing.

The TAPS students expressed 
an interest in continuing their 
education at a collegiate level, 
considering the UHCL campus 
as a campus they would like to 
attend.

The students who visited 
UHCL are six of the original 
students of the TAPS program. 

For more information about 
TAPS, visit the Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/TAPSAcad-
emy.

High schoolers ‘tap’
into college experience 

“There is simply

going To be a 
baTTle for funding. 
iT depends on how 
The dominos fall.”

– William Staples
UHCL President
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Dorian Valenzuela
The Signal 

The University of Houston-
Clear Lake and Clear Creek 
Independent School District have 
established a partnership to gather 
a group of game developers, one 
child at a time.

Through a gifted and talented 
program at CCISD, many of the 
kids who are embedded in regular 
classrooms are given the chance 
to work and communicate with 
other children who have similar 
characteristics.

Some of these talented stu-
dents are given the opportunity 
to visit UHCL and participate in 
a variety of courses ranging from 
field biology and robotics to Web 
design and video gaming. 

Jana Willis, associate profes-
sor of teacher education, is in 
charge of guiding 10-year-old 
students to use video game-creat-
ing software in order to design the 
game of their dreams.

“Last semester we began mak-
ing video games and I am com-
pletely blown away,” Willis said. 
“They are 10-year-old kids mak-
ing video games that are 57 levels 
or more. Their critical thinking 
skills make us really stop and 
think about what we are teaching. 
They are amazing to me.”

The students are currently 
working with the Game Maker 
– Studio software by YOYO 

Games. The program allows the 
students to create casual and 
social games that can make room 
for multiplayer gaming.  

“The software comes with a 
tutorial similar to the one you see 
in Microsoft Office,” Willis said. 
“The software says that within 30 
minutes you may begin writing 
your first video game, but no, in 
30 minutes we already had cre-
ated our very first game…there is 
no stopping them.” 

From the moment class 
begins, the classroom becomes a 
professional conference of young 
developers coming together to 
form ideas for the latest, most in-
novative, videogame creation. 

“A good video game takes 
from a week to a few months to 
create because I have to mas-
ter the software,” said Esteban 
Ramirez-Fabela, a 10-year-old 
student from CCISD. “I’ve 
created multiplayer games by 
learning programming and have 
downloaded at home as well to 
work on my games.” 

While explaining the details 
of each of his games to reporters, 
Ramirez-Fabela allowed his audi-
ence to win, a gesture that was 
clearly noticed and appreciated by 
the parents and members of the 
media present. 

“I really enjoy helping others 
and answering questions about 

my games,” Ramirez-Fabela said. 
“I like being able to share my 
knowledge and give advice to my 
classmates.”

Mary Cooper-Flores is a 
fourth grade teacher at CCISD 
and the proud parent of Aidan 
Cooper, a 10-year-old student in 
the gifted and talented video gam-
ing course. 

“I was a gifted and talented 
specialist before going back into 
the classroom, “ Cooper-Flores 
said. “Every year I had kids that 
would go to UHCL for their 
classes and I have always been 
impressed with the excitement 
and the level of energy displayed 
by the students.”

As a parent, Cooper-Flores 
heard stories about the activities 
that take place in the classroom 
but never had the opportunity to 
witness it firsthand, before the 
event. 

“It is mind-blowing to see that 
a 10-year-old has the ability and 
the exposure to learn something 
like this,” Cooper-Flores said. 
“It requires a different level of 
thinking to design video games; 
it allows the students to deal with 
problem solving.”

These children will someday 
be professionals who will be able 
to accomplish difficult tasks due 
to the evolution of technology in 
the classrooms, such as Willis’ at 

UHCL. A large group of gifted 
and talented children are already 
taking the role of designers, 
scientists, engineers and video 
game developers, proving to the 
academic community the need to 
possess innovative skills.

“We better ramp up our 
programs because this is our next 

generation,” Willis said. “The stu-
dents are coming in more aware 
of their surroundings; classes 
are going to have to evolve and 
be more challenging... certainly 
open ended, where they can take 
learning to the levels that they 
need to.”

Level Up Complete for Elementary Students 

CHECK OUT
MORE ONLINE
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Student Aidan Cooper-Flores, 10, proudly shows his mother the latest 
video game he created.

DORIAN VALENZUELA: THE SIGNAL

The video game created by Adrien Prowty, 9, contains 57 levels, which is the highest in the 
class.

DORIAN VALENZUELA: THE SIGNAL

CCISD elementary school students critique each other’s video games. The students cre-
ated their games as part of a course taught at UHCL by Jana Willis, associate professor of 
teacher education.

Use your smartphone to
scan the QR code or visit
www.UHCLTheSignal.com to 
view a video report about the 
Grade School Gamers.
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