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Director’s  Note HAWKwood Boulevard

Another year has come and gone, my fellow Hawks, and with 
that comes another edition of The Wingspan. The Wingspan 
is our university’s yearbook, founded by Dr. Darlene Biggers 
to record the experience of the first freshman class to pass 
through UHCL’s hallowed halls. 

As this is our second publication, the Wingstaff has titled 
this edition “The Wingspan: The Sequel.” It represents the sec-
ond year of the Freshman Experience. In this epic follow-up to 
last year’s publication, you’ll find a play-by-play narration of 

the all of the amazing things that transpired this year, from The Welcome Back Bash to 
the approval of a Recreation and Wellness Center facility.

This year has been an amazing time of 
growth for the university. I’d like to extend 
a heartfelt thanks to The Wingspan’s amaz-
ing staff. It has been a pleasure to work 
with you all and to get to know you. I’d like 
to thank our adviser, Royce Walker, for her 
time and effort in teaching this newbie the 
ways of journalism. I’d also like to person-
ally thank our contributors, Clarissa Silva, 
London Lawrence, Jeremy Gingrich and 
Jayme Jones. Your work really helped us 
out. I hope you enjoy seeing your words in 
print. Lastly, I would like to thank you, the 
UHCL community, for helping us make this 
yearbook possible. This is your yearbook, 
and you are the stars of this production.

So grab some popcorn and enjoy your 
yearbook, The Wingspan: The Sequel!

That’s a wrap! Thank you everyone!

Trish Zalesak
Editor, 2015-2016

Tori Whitworth 
Photographer

Trish Zalesak 
Editor

Stephanie Settlemire 
Graphic Designer

Eric Yanez 
Blogger

Chad Johnson 
Volunteer Cartoonist

Hunter The Hawk 
Cartoon 

Dave Silverio 
Photographer

Abhiruchi Jain 
Social Media Editor

Natalia Marfil 
Blogger
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Advisor   
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Reflections
A Fresh Image... The Sequel Perspective....

Aug. 24, 2015 marked my first day as a UHCL student, as a Hawk. I remember being half excited 
and half nervous about everything. I had taken a break from college for a semester, so I was a 
little worried that I wouldn’t fall back into the flow of things. I came in as a former University of 
Houston Cougar, a sophomore just through technicalities and a West Houstonian with absolutely 
no high school friends attending the University of Houston-Clear Lake.

 
One day, I got a letter in the mail inviting me to join the Hawk Leadership Institute (HLI). I did, 

though mostly out of the desire to make friends. My plan turned out great, actually, as most of 
my buddies are from HLI. I don’t think I would have been as happy here without them. 

I decided to apply for the job as one of The Wingspan’s bloggers mostly because I missed writ-
ing, rather than because I needed any extra money. I’m a former creative writing major. Writing 
is just in my blood, I suppose. I can’t go without it. It’s really nice that even though I’ve changed 
majors to biology, I can still find time to express myself through the written word.

The University of Houston-Clear Lake is very different from the University of Houston, and ex-
ceptionally so from high school. I’ve gone from being a Westside Wolf, to a UH Cougar, to a UHCL 
Hawk. I don’t mean to sound cheesy, but, honestly, the title of “Hawk” has been my favorite. I feel 
like I’ve finally found where I’m supposed to be 
in life. In high school, everything was “When 
do I get out of here?” At UH, it was “Why am I 
even here?” Now, it feels like I actually belong. 

There’s something about UHCL that feels au-
thentic and homey to me. I’m not one for huge 
campuses, so that may be why I’m so fond of 
this little university – but more than that, I love 
how the entire faculty and staff cares for the 
well being of the students, how community-ori-
ented the entire campus seems to be and how 
kind everyone I’ve met is. This was definitely 
the change that I needed. I truly feel like I can 
flourish and reach my fullest potential here. 
Frankly, it’s exciting. 

This has been such a wonderful first year 
at UHCL. I can’t wait to see what the next one 
brings. 

-Natalia Marfil, 
 The Wingspan Freshman Blogger 
 2015-2016

Sophomore year has been one heck of a ride, from stressing in classes to discovering more 
about myself as a person. It’s been almost two years now, I’ve been a Hawk. I’m halfway to grad-
uation, and nothing is going to stand in my way. There have been ups and downs, but I simply 
keep fighting to reach my goals. 

With each and every year that passes, I grow up. Soon, I’ll be the man that my mom always 
wanted me to be. I look forward to the day when I can look at my parents’ faces when they see 
me cross the stage and become the first in my family to graduate college. 

Of course, sophomore year didn’t come without its challenges. The main one, of course, was 
balancing everything at once. It got harder for me to hang out with my friends and to manage my 
time to get good grades in class…especially considering that I was trying to hide the fact that I 
was the university’s mascot. 

This past year, I was proud to be one of the two people who brought Hunter the Hawk to life 
by wearing the hawk suit. I felt like Hannah Montana leading a double life. I guess it’s true what 
she said…you do get the best of both worlds! (Of course, I wasn’t singing while in character, but I 
sure was making people laugh!)

I’m about to enter my junior year of college, 
yet it feels like just yesterday I graduated 
from Sam Rayburn High School. I have defi-
nitely done a lot of growing as a person, and 
I know I’m not the same goofy Hawk that I 
was last year. (OK, maybe just a bit...) 

It’s not all fun and games anymore; it’s 
crunch time. Soon, I’ll have a degree in my 
hands, and that will be the day I’ll be able to 
say, “I’m a full grown Hawk!”

-Eric Yanez
 The Wingspan Sophomore Blogger
2015-2016
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T
he event to kick off a 
school year should be a 
special, fun and exciting 
one. It should have food, 

frolic, festivities, the works. 
UHCL’s event was no exception. 
Walking around the outside of 
the Bayou Building, one could 
hear lively music, smell the 
heavenly aroma of grilling waft-
ing through the air and hear the 
sounds of excited people talking 
and laughing.

According to the Office of 
Orientation and New Student 
Programs (ONSP), sponsor of the 

event, the 
turnout was 
excellent, narrowly edging out 
the approximately 400 attendees 
from last year. They prepared 
for about 400-500 people to at-
tend and were not disappointed! 
Scheduled for the absolutely 
gorgeous evening of Aug. 28, 
the party was a celebration to 
be held by all. The weather was 
perfect, pleasantly cool with a 
foretaste of autumn.

“I am having a blast today!” 
said Gabrielle DeQuire, a junior. 
“This day was awesome!”

Angie Montelongo, director of 
orientation and new student pro-
grams, said many community 
partners came. 

“We were definitely happy with 
the event. Organizations and 
community partners hosting ac-
tivities were very happy with the 
traffic they had at their tables,” 
Montelongo said.

The Welcome Back Bash had 
everything from a DJ to a dunk-
ing booth. Music rang out from 
speakers, adding to the festive 

mood. Hamburgers, including a vegetarian ver-
sion, were on the menu for dinner. Booths were 
set up for student organizations and local estab-
lishments, such as St. John’s Methodist Hospital. 
Some local Coast Guards even came by to set up 
a booth and show off one of their boats.

“I think my favorite thing was getting to actu-
ally go into the Coast Guard boat,” said Victoria 
Duffoo Tirado, junior. “That’s something I’ve 
never done before. I used to live in Galveston, 
and we had a Coast Guard base there. Of course I 
couldn’t actually go on [a boat], so actually get-
ting to meet some of the guys that were in ser-
vice and then getting to tour…that was one of the 

Volunteers (left) hand out commemorative shirts. 

Lauri Gordon (right), a visitor from St. John’s Meth-
odist Hospital, shows off her hula-hoop skills. 

Tri Nguyen (left) has fun dancing in his dino-
saur costume. 

Visitors (right) to the Welcome Back Bash mix 
and mingle among the booths and displays.

University students and Hunter the Hawk ring in the start of 
a new school year. Photos by Dave Silverio and Trish Zalesak

TOP 10 WAYS WE

@ UHCL
Story by Trish Zalesak
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cool experiences I 
had.”

Students and their 
friends and/or fam-
ily wandered about 
playing games, 
talking to people at 
the booths, hanging 
out and just gener-
ally having a good 
time. 

The UHCL chapter 
of the National So-
ciety of Leadership 
and Success set up 
a booth with games 
that traditionally 
are played with al-

cohol, like beer pong, but these 
were set up with water instead.

“We were showing how you 
don’t always have to get drunk 
to have fun,” said Desirae 

Culpepper, special 
events chair for the 
UHCL chapter of 
the National Soci-
ety of Leadership 
and Success. “We’re 
just wanting to 
show people to be 
responsible, and 
since we’re about 
leadership and suc-
cess, it kind of goes 
with being respon-
sible.”

  Check out the UHCL Partae slideshow* (top). Hunter the Hawk 
leads a dance-off (below).  *Available in digital version only.

Holley Hood, (top) an an-
thropology major, spreads 
the word about her soror-
ity, Delta Xi Nu.

Peter Egwurube (left) 
looks on as a child tries to 
score a hit to soak him at 
the dunking booth.

Students (below) play 
beer pong without the 
beer. 

Quite a few people got into 
the groove of the music and 
joined Hunter the Hawk and Tri 
Nguyen, who was dressed in a 
dinosaur suit, for a dance-off. It 
turns out that Hunter has some 
sweet dance moves.

As Colden Snow, senior sec-
retary for Orientation and New 
Student Programs (ONSP), said, 
“No better way to start the 
school year!”
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T
he Student Organization Expo, hosted by Student Life, showcases the university’s student orga-
nizations and honor societies. Since it happens every semester, the Expo gives new and return-
ing students an opportunity to learn more about student organizations and to sign up for the 
ones that interest them. 

The fall semester was the first time the Student Organization Expo was held for two days. In the 
spring semester, the event was held in the afternoon of the first day and the evening of the second 
day to give evening students a chance to visit the booths.

Each organization set up booths, games and prizes in the Bayou Building’s Atrium II where they let 

Story by Abhiruchi Jain 
Photos by Trish Zalesak

the university community know about their club 
activities and plans for the semester. 

Student Life had popcorn, drinks and a Plinko 
table for free giveaways. Students were flowing in 
and out throughout the day, on both days. Patrick 
Cardenas, coordinator of Student Life-Student 
Organizations, said there are 82 student organi-
zations on campus, with 46 registered on the first 
day, and 44 registered on the second day of the 
fall Expo. 

“Nine new organizations were formed between 
April and September 2015, during the official rec-
ognition season,” Cardenas said.

Madison Stults, sophomore environmental sci-
ence major, became the new Music Club president 
in August 2015. She said she was very stressed 
about the fall Student Organization Expo. It was 
her first one. 

“I didn’t expect to have as many people inter-
ested in the Music Club as I did,” Stults said. “It 
was overwhelming. We got around 100 signatures 
and emails.” 

At the expo, her club had two canvases for peo-
ple to write their favorite songs on, which they put 
up on their organization board. They had about 
10 volunteers, and students were playing music at 
the booth to attract membership.

“The expo had a welcoming feel to it,” Darrell 
Keller, freshman business major, said. He said that 
he found the Music Club’s booth very attractive.

“Do or Do Not, There is no Try” -- YoDa

Alyssa Casas and Dennis Stout review their expo notes.

Top: Marisa Schoener and Danielle Eidam wait 
for more visitors to stop by.

Below: (Left to right) Nidhi Agrawal, Uday 
Madala, Abishai Muthyala and Jannie Rehnmark 
brighten the expo with their eager smiles.
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S
chool House Rock creates 
an evening full of food, 
music and games. Hosted 
by Intercultural Student 

Services, this event is held at 
the beginning of every semes-
ter. It’s a great way to meet new 
people while simultaneously 
busting some moves on the 
dance floor. The music includes 
a little bit of everything, from 
the whip/nae nae all the way to 
Indian hits! With games such 
as limbo, hot potato and scav-
enger hunts, it’s impossible to 
not have a blast at School House 
Rock. It’s always a great way to 
start the semester.

Story by Eric Yanez
Photos by Dave Silverio

In The House
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T
he Piñata Bash filled 
students and the 
university commu-
nity with enthusiasm 

as they tried their hand at 
breaking piñatas for the 
first time at school. 

Everyone queued up for 
a chance to swing the bat 
and win candies.

National Latino Her-
itage month is cele-
brated Sept. 15 - Oct. 
15. The university’s 
Office of Intercul-
tural Student Ser-
vices (ISS) kicked 
off the event by 
organizing the 
Piñata Bash to 

observe Mexican 
Independence Day.  
There were three 

piñatas, a photo 
booth, art and crafts 

station and Mexican 
food at the event.
Erika Garcia, the cul-

tural programming co-
ordinator with ISS, said 

that apart from the food 
and games, they distributed 

Latino facts trivia to the 
students. 
“We added the educational 

component to it, and we try to 
do that with all of our program-

ming,” Garcia said. “We try to tie 
in UHCL as much as possible.”

More than 100 students at-
tended the Piñata Bash, with 
the majority being freshmen 
and sophomores. Along with 
T-shirt give aways and Mex-
ican candies at the tables, 
the students had a chance 
to win gift cards that were 
in the piñatas – one each 
from Shell, Menchies, 
HEB and Starbucks. 

Garcia started plan-
ning the event in June 
2015, when she joined 
ISS. She had two 
other staff mem-
bers, 14 student 
ambassadors and 
20 volunteers to 
help her with the 
planning and exe-
cution.

Last year ISS 
organized a six-part 

documentary series 
for Latino Heritage 
Month. The Piñata Bash 
was added for the first 
time this year. Garcia be-
lieves that, judging based 
on the 75 student evalua-
tion forms they received; it 
could become a UHCL tradi-
tion. “One very direct ques-
tion on the feedback form 
was ‘If this event occurred 
next year, would you attend it 
again?’ and 100 percent [of the] 
people said ‘Yes’,” Garcia said.

Story by Abhiruchi Jain 
Photos by Trish Zalesak
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Students take turns trying to be the lucky one to 
break open the piñata.

When the piñata finally broke, students scramble 
to gather the fallen candy and gift cards.

Erika Garcia, a graduate in 
Higher Education Adminis-
tration from the University 
of Texas-San Antonio, serves 
as the ISS Coordinator for 
Cultural Programming. She 
graduated in May 2015 and 
joined ISS in June. According 
to Garcia, joining in the sum-
mer gave her time to start 
planning all the events ahead 
of time. 

She has Native American 
Heritage Month, Latino Her-
itage Month, Black Heritage 
Month and the First Genera-
tion Students Program under 
her wing. She says that she 
devotes half of her time on 
the First Generation Program, 
as 35 percent of the student 
population in Clear Lake 
is the first of their kind to 
attend a four-year college. 
Being from South Texas and a 
Mexican, she became innova-
tive and gave Latino Heritage 
Month a bit of her personal 
touch by adding the Piñata 
Bash as an event.

Students join Erika Garcia, an ISS Coordinator, 
for a game of musical chairs.

Garcia Promotes Culture
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C
onstitution Day provides 
the university commu-
nity with a chance to learn 
about the nation’s govern-

ment and have some fun at the 
same time. Hosted by the Dean 
of Students Office and various 
student organizations, the event 
provided participants with govern-
ment-themed puzzles, trivia, games 
and a chance to win prizes. 

In addition to providing critical 
information and an opportunity 
to have an exciting afternoon, the 
event also hosted a voter informa-
tion booth set up by the League of 
Women Voters. They gave partici-
pants a chance to register to vote 
and receive important voting infor-
mation.

Held annually on the day the 
Constitution was ratified – Sept. 17, 
1787– Constitution Day has been 
federally required to be celebrated 
at every university across the coun-
try receiving federal funding since 
May 2005.

Story Trish Zalesak
Photos by Communications Department

We the Hawks!   
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I
t’s not every day that students walk into 
their university library to find a pair of 
clowns and a very lively circus director 
in the place of librarians. Drawn in by the 

colorful arrangements, balloons and costumes, 
students stepped into what seemed more like a 
circus tent than a center for research. 

The Alfred R. Neumann Library hosted its 
(almost) Annual Open House one afternoon in 

mid-September. Although the library’s tradition 
of hosting open houses has not been occurring on a strictly an-
nual basis, one year has gone on without one, this constituted 
its seventh open house overall. Past themes have included 
“Coffee in the Corner,” “The Knowledge Games” and “Murder 

Mystery.” This year, the theme was “Carnival at the Library” 
and consisted of arts and crafts tables, carnival-themed 
games, free food and an assortment of prizes.
“We try to stick to what’s popular during the time,” Kelly 

Sandvig, a library associate, said. “It’s nice to have 
something students can relate to.” 

After receiving a goodie bag and a 
stamp on their hands, students were 
given three raffle tickets for a chance 
to win some prizes.

The participants were then redirected to the snack table, 
containing chips, cookies and other treats. Signs reading 
“Games!” pointed them toward a variety of activities, includ-
ing aiming a nerf ball at stacked cups and a ring toss. In the 
arts and crafts section, custom zipper-pulls and paper flowers 
were being made out of recycled book pages and book covers.

“My favorite part of the event was the station where they 
make button zippers because they were custom and unique,” 
Helen Nguyen, a sophomore, said. “It was relaxing to take 
some time to fun away from schoolwork.” 

At the end of the afternoon, the prizes were finally given 
out. Larger prizes included an Evernote smart notebook, a 
canoeing trip for two, a set of noise cancelling headphones 
and a solar panel backpack. Smaller prizes included gift bags, 
vouchers, gift cards and coupons. 

“I won a $10 gift certificate to the copy center on campus,” 
Victoria Duffoo Tirado, a junior, said. “I haven’t been able to 
use it yet, but I plan to for my publication design class.”

All in all, the library open house proved to be a success, 
with everyone going home with their own crafts, a goodie bag 
or even a prize. 

“The purpose was to get students into the library and famil-
iarize them with the space,” Sandvig said. “We wanted to let 
them know that we’re here and we’re here for them.” 

Story by Natalia Marfil
Photos by Abhiruchi Jain

(Left to right) Kelly Sandvig, Casey Rober-
son, Linsey Ford and Jayati Pandi pose for the 
camera while wrapping up the carnival.

The crowd waits with baited breath while 
Casey Roberson and Linsey Ford draw the 
winners of the raffle.
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I
t’s likely not many colleges 
can say they’ve hosted their 
own comic convention. 

Reminiscent of mild-man-
nered reporter Clark Kent chang-
ing into Superman, the humble 
Bayou Building underwent a 

development for the campus art 
gallery. 

Bowen explained it was a stu-
dent in Hu’s painting class that 
inspired her. Hu approached 
Bowen with the idea of creating 
an exhibit featuring Texas comic 
artists for the art gallery. Later, 
they decided to take that idea to 
the next level and created Com-
iCulture, a biennial symposium, 
first held in 2013.

“We decided to do some panel 
discussions and kind of try our 
hand at an academic-style comic 
con,” Bowen continued. “The 
idea being that we weren’t try-
ing to replicate ComicPalooza 
or what have you, but to incor-
porate elements and have the 
draw that the cons have while 
still keeping it academically 
focused.” 

A screening of the summer 
blockbuster “Minions” kicked 
off the symposium. A collabora-
tion between the Art Gallery and 
Student Life, the film attracted a 
full house.

The next morning, vendor 
stalls full of toys, art and col-
orful costumes were erected 
and displays were filled with 
graphic novels and ink drawings 
in the Bayou Building. Student 
volunteers and some attendees 
and their families were dressed 
in colorful costumes as they 
browsed the vendor stalls and 
moved from event to event.

transformation Saturday, Sept. 
26 into a haven for all things 
pop culture and geeky. 

 “[ComiCulture] was initially 
the brain-child of [art] profes-
sor Sandria Hu,” said Jeffery 
Bowen, coordinator of audience 

2015

Student volunteers Sindel Pena (left) and Britt-
any Stambolis show off their awesome cosplays.

Paul Palmer of Twisted Lines 
presents his wares to passerby.

Pantheon artist Scott Bruno signs a copy 
of his work for Freyja Harris, a visiting 
comic enthusiast.

Visitors goof off and pose 
for the camera at the skate-
board painting station.

Story and photos by 
The Wingstaff
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Sindel Peña and Brittany 
Stambolis, sophomore 
ComiCulture volunteers, 
went all out with their 
costumes. 

“[Brittany and I] usually 
dress up for conventions 
throughout every year,” 
Peña said. “We’re so used 
to cosplaying/dressing 
up. For ComiCulture, 
when it came up, it was 
easy for me to dress up.”

The attendees had a 
wide array of activities 
from which to choose: 
browse the vendor stalls, 
listen to a lecture or a 
panel, make art from 
broken skateboards, get 
their portfolio reviewed 
by professional artists 
Christopher Speran-
dio or Cinzia Angelini 
play games with UHCL 
Gamers’ Guild, browse 
the Alfred R. Neumann 
Library’s graphic novel 

display or look at an 
illustration exhibit 
by student artists 
Garrett Gainey, Eliz-
abeth Guerrero and 
Rhonda Lowe. 

Randy Duncan, 
a communication 
professor and comic 
scholar from Hen-
derson State Univer-
sity in Arkadelphia, 
Ark., presented a 
talk that delved into 
some of the science, 
communication and 
psychology be-

hind comics and 
comic layouts.

“We can sit 
back and just let 
a movie happen 
in front of us, 
but to get the 
most out of a 

comic we have to make all those 
inferences about ‘how does this 
panel relate to that panel’ and 
‘why was the choice of having 
these particular things on this 
page’,” Duncan said. “The good 
comics make us engage with the 
process, and we do a good bit of 
the creation of the meaning.”

The day’s panels featured Val 
Mayerik, co-creator of “Howard 
the Duck;” Winston Williams, 
founder of independent comic 
studio Jozu Comics; Christopher 
Sperandio, associate professor 
of painting and drawing at Rice 
University; and arts blogger 
Robert Boyd. 

Mayerik and Williams partic-
ipated in a panel moderated by 
Terry Wagner, founder of Mental 
Diversion Studios. They talked 
about their experiences in the 
comics industry, both as an in-
dependent publisher and work-
ing for the comic giant Marvel.

Sperandio and Boyd, mean-
while, discussed the effect of 

comic and pop art on 
the fine arts, focus-
ing on the artists that 
connected the genres, 

such as Andy Worhol.
One of the ComiCulture ven-

dors was an 11-year-old comic 
artist, Caitlin McCollum. She 
recently released her first comic 
book, “Ninja Erasers,” a story 
about Ninja Erasers who bat-
tle against the Pencil Warriors. 
She sells her artwork at comic 
events and on her website.

McCullum wisely says about 
her profits, “I split it with my 
mom and buy more art sup-
plies.” 

Twisted Lines, a company run 
by Paul Palmer and his wife, 
occupied another of the ven-
dor booths. Twisted Lines sells 
stuffed squid dolls based on 
characters from popular movies, 
video games and comic books.  
This dynamic duo can often be 
found peddling their wares at 
local comic and anime conven-
tions, as well as on their web-
site. 

Cinzia Angelini, a professional 
storyboard artist and animator, 
pulled back the curtain in her 
talk; explaining in detail what 
happens behind the scenes at 
large animation studios like Illu-
mination and DreamWorks. An-
gelini has an impressive portfo-
lio, having worked on films like 
“The Prince of Egypt”, “Minions” 

and “Kung Fu Panda.” 
In Atrium II, attendees could 

try their hand at designing art 
made from broken skateboards. 
Guided by skateboard artists 
Daniel Amora Mora and Bento 
Janz, attendees painted and cus-
tomized the skateboard pieces. 
When completed, the attendees 
took their masterpieces home 
with them. The workshop was 
arranged by Professor Hu.

Matt Mogk, a zombie expert, 
explained the evolution of the 
zombie in his talk. He covered 
the evolution of the zombie 
from mythology and voodoo 
to the realm of pop culture. 
He followed zombie fiction 
through to the development 
of zombie horror films and 
literature, into the birth of 
the independent zombie 
genre.

Mogk also offered 
some zombie apoca-
lypse survival tips: 
to kill a zombie, it’s 
essential to destroy 
its brain. A bullet to the 
head works, especially on 
undead zombies. It’s a good 
idea to quarantine the in-
fected people 
so that the 
zombie virus 

David Gonzalez, an art major, 
proudly displays his work from the 
skateboard painting station.

Click video to hear 
Angelini narrate her 
Dreamworks studio sto-
ryboard. *Available in 
digital version only.

The skateboard painting station 
proved to be a popular attraction, 
allowing many artists’ talents to be 
displayed.

doesn’t spread further. He sug-
gested staying away from large 
groups of other people to avoid 
being eaten by a zombie.

More than 260 people attended 
ComiCulture this year, a 58 per-
cent increase from 2013.

“I think [ComiCulture] was just 
amazing for its second year,” 
Peña said. “I’ve gone to con-
ventions when they’ve barely 
started out. Sometimes, they’re 
not even this big. Sometimes 
they don’t even get this many 
people to walk in. It was just 

great.”
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T
he second annual Spirit Week, Oct. 12-17, 
is a week full of opportunities for the 
school’s awesomeness to shine through; 
a week that brought out the blue and 

green to the max. There was fun to be had for 
everyone, with each day bringing something 
new. 

A graduation fest and graduation cap decorat-
ing kicked off the week on Monday, hosted by 
the University Bookstore and the Hawk Spirit 
and Traditions Council (HSTC). Graduating stu-
dents came to Atrium II to have pictures taken 
by a professional photographer, and to custom-
ize their graduation caps for their big day.

Sophomore Makayla Ellis displays example of 
decorated graduation cap from previous year’s 
event. Photos by Dave Silverio.
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Tuesday brought Campus Re-
cess and the Faculty and Staff 
vs. Students Kickball Tourna-
ment, both hosted by Campus 
Recreation and the Professional 
Administrative Staff Association 
(PASA).

The students taking part in 
Campus Recess divided into two 
teams, Blue Team and Green 
Team, and competed against 
each other in a variety of ac-
tivities like egg toss, water ball 
toss, soccer shootout, relay 
races and tug-of-war. Blue Team 
won the event.  Was this their 
second year to win?  A fun fact, 
if so.

Just as Campus Recess ended, 
the Faculty and Staff vs. Stu-
dents Kickball Tournament 
started. The students had a lot 
of fun competing against their 
professors. Unfortunately, the 
students ended up losing the 

game.
“I, of course, was expecting 

the students to win, mainly 
because we are younger,” Eric 
Yanez, Wingstaff member and 
sophomore, said on his Spirit 
Week blog post. “Man, was I 
wrong. UHCL professors are re-
ally fit. They can run, kick and 
catch. You might think they are 

Eric Yanez and Guadalupe Siclla 
(top-left) take a selfie, and (top-
right) student takes a energy 
break (top-right).  

Jacob Crawford (center) in-
structs the blue and green teams 
on the rules for the egg toss. 

Donna Flores, Helen Nguyen, 
and students play in soccer shoot-
out (top).  Donna Flores reaches 
for the catch in the egg toss (bot-
tom). Photos by Eric Yanez

District vs Capitol Part I

 Story by Eric Yanez
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robots.”
Wednesday rang in the crown-

ing glory of Spirit Week: I Heart 
UHCL Day. This event, hosted by 
Student Life and HSTC, brought 
the entire university community 
together. Students, staff, offices 
and atriums were decked out in 
green and blue. Thirty-two stu-
dent organizations and campus 
offices set up booths in Atrium 
II with games and giveaways to 
drive traffic to their tables.

More than 400 attendees were 
provided with refreshments and 
an opportunity to win prizes 
from Student Life. Those who 
chose to play were given a heart-
shaped event passport to carry 
with them as they explored. As 
they visited booths, their pass-
port would be punched. 

Five punches 
would win 
an “I Heart 
UHCL” shirt 
or a pair of 
sunglasses, 
and seven 
punches 
would win 
both the shirt 
and the sunglasses. 

“I thought that I 
Heart UHCL Day was 
awesome because it 
gave the students and 
faculty a sense of school 
spirit, which sometimes can 
be forgotten at schools like ours 
that do not have sports teams,” 
Rachel Sibayan, junior fitness 
and human performance major,   
said. “It was nice to see every-
one participating in the festivi-
ties! My favorite [booth] was the 
Chemistry Club, because they 
had cool science experiments. 
Who doesn’t love a good chemi-
cal reaction?”

The winners of the Spirit Week 
contests were also announced 
on I Heart UHCL Day. There were 
many award categories in which 
different offices competed, 
including “Best Door,” “Best 
Widow,” “Best Office” and “Most 

LOVE the
HAWKSTERS

made hair bows that 
were UHCL themed,” 
Sibayan said. “It was 
fun to see the crazy 
things people would 
do/wear to show off 

their Hawk spirit!”
After the excitement 

of the previous day, stu-
dents, faculty and staff were 

able to take a break on Thurs-
day with Breakfast for Dinner in 
Atrium II, hosted by HSTC, the 
Student Government Association 
(SGA) and the Alumni Associa-
tion. Attendees came to grab a 
bite to eat and sit at a table to 
study for midterms, visit with 
friends and relax. 

School Spirit.” Winners were 
chosen by popular voteand, for 
the first time, by judging.  The 
winners received a massive blue 
and green ribbon to hang up 
and proudly display their school 
pride. “Last year, my roommate 

Haw
ks tell us why they love UHC

L.

These are our favs.

Visit t
he wall and snap, post, & tag #WINGSPAN SELFIE.



33  •  University of Houston-Clear Lake 2015 - 2016  The Wingspan  - The Sequel  •  34

Spirit Week wrapped up on Friday with UHCL Cares Day in the 
morning and the Friday Night Lights Glow Dance in the evening. 

UHCL Cares Day, sponsored by Student Leadership, Involvement, 
and Community Engagement (SLICE), The Support Staff Association 
(SSA) and SGA, gave the university community a chance to get in-
volved and help preserve the university grounds by taking part in 

various projects around campus.
The Friday Night Lights Glow Dance, sponsored by 

HSTC, marked the final Spirit Week event for most of 
the university community. A laser light show covered 
the darkened walls of the Garden Room, and dancers 
waved glow sticks in sync with the music. DJ Oskar, 
from Overtime Productions, provided the tunes.

On Saturday, Oct. 17, faculty and alumni were rec-
ognized for their accomplishments at a ceremony at 
Space Center Houston, hosted by the Office of Devel-
opment and Alumni Relations. The school holds this 
annual event to recognize the significant part alumni 
play to UHCL and the community.

Photos by Trish Zalesak
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V
ibrant displays com-
memorating students’ 
loved ones filled the 
Bayou Building’s Atrium 

I Nov. 2 as the university cele-
brated Dia de los Muertos.

“El Dia de los Muertos,” or 
“The Day of the Dead,” is an 
annual Mexican holiday when 
family members come together 
to honor loved ones who have 
died. It consists, traditionally, 
of making an altar adorned with 
candles and yellow flowers. 
These are said to welcome spir-
its. A photograph of the de-
ceased, food and colorful sugar 
skulls (a symbol of death) are 
also included. 

The holiday’s origin can be 
traced to the 16th century. The 
concept is a mixture between 
pre-Hispanic Aztec philosophy 
and religion and medieval Euro-
pean ritual practices.

The university’s Dia de los 
Muertos, hosted by the office of 
Intercultural Student Services 
(ISS), included traditional Mexi-
can food, a face-painting booth, 

a skull decorating station and a 
colorful altar on which people 
were free to place meaningful 
items that represented their be-
loved deceased. 

“In the Latin culture, it is very 
important to preserve the mem-
ory of the individual,” said Erika 
Garcia, coordinator of Intercul-
tural Student Services. “This 
is why you place several of the 
individuals’ favorite things on 
the altar. You are celebrating 
their memory and hopefully 
their spirit moving on to better 
things.” 

“I don’t celebrate [Dia de los 
Muertos] as big as other people 
do,” Ashley Sierra, an education 
major, said. “We just put up can-
dles and my grandpa in Mexico 

Makde, a computer science ma-
jor, said. “It felt awesome to look 
like a ghost and to take pictures 
with skeletons.”

Not only were people of His-
panic heritage attending the 
event, but people of other cul-
tures and heritages as well.  

“For me, being a Hindu by reli-
gion, this was a completely new 
thing,” Makde said. “I attended 
the event out of curiosity and 
had a lot of fun.”

The event also brought to light 
some of the many differences 
between the cultures repre-
sented on campus.

“I’m from India,” Sowmith 
Daram said.  “This is new for us, 
playing with skulls. We never go 
near skulls in India. Skulls are 
feared in our country. However, 
as I walk around this event, I see 
how amazing life is. The most 
beautiful thing about this event 
is that it is celebrating life. Not 
only do you get to witness how 
a culture celebrates life, but you 
also get the information on why 
things are the way they are.”

“The ironic thing about the 
decorated skulls are that in our 
culture they represent joy and 

happiness for the deceased,” 
said Jessica Arriaga, a 
student of Latin decent. 
“They are our welcom-
ing gifts to the spirits 
for making it into 
heaven. We celebrate 
death as a natural 
process.”

“It’s important 
students are aware 
of different cultures, 
especially since 
America is really di-
versified,” Valdovinos 
said. “I think it’s really 
important in understand-
ing each other.”

buys flowers for my grandma. 
Other people sometimes put out 
their loved ones’ favorite drinks, 
their favorite breads and even 
bring bands to their tombstones 
to play music for them.” 

Traditional Hispanic music was 
a large part of this event, adding 
to the happy atmosphere. One 
might not necessarily expect 
this from an event dedicated to 
the deceased. 

“It’s something a lot of cul-
tures don’t do,” Rosa Valdovi-
nos, an ISS ambassador, said. 
“We throw a party in the honor 
of the dead, remembering the 
positive things they did in their 
lifetime.”

For many students, the cele-
bration came in the form of free 
food. From tamales to Mexican 
tortilla chips and traditional pan 
del muerto (bread of the dead), 
visitors lined up to get a taste of 
the holiday. It’s no surprise that 
the food table became the main 
attraction. 

“What I enjoyed most was the 
creepy face painting,” Shreyas 

The Catholic and Aztec roots of El Dia de los Muertos 
are on full display with the presence of prayer candles 
and colorful candy skulls. Photos by Dave Silverio

Diana Portales gets her face painted to resemble 
a skull by Rosa Valdovinos, an ISS ambassador.

Story by Natalia Marfil 
and London Lawrence
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U
niversity of 
Houston-Clear 
Lake school 
spirit was on full 

display Saturday, Nov. 
7, as the blue-and-green 
festooned Bayou Building 
played host to more than 
200 students from nine 
schools during the 19th 
annual Student Leader-
ship Conference.

Students, some who 
traveled from as far 
away as San Antonio and 
Orange, gathered to hear 
professional speaker 

Story by Clarissa Silva
Photos by Trish Zalesak

the power to go out there and 
implement positive change,” she 
said.

Zederick Cezar, a sophomore 
at Lamar State College-Orange, 
said this was his first year to at-
tend the conference and he had 
learned valuable leadership tips. 

“A lot of the exercises we’ve 
done in ‘You Got Games’ have 
brought out different sides to 
me that I didn’t know I had like 
talking and getting my opinion 
out there,” he said. “Usually I’m 
the guy that’s quiet and doesn’t 
really say much, but it’s gotten 
me more involved and more 
social.”

In a departure from years past, 
this year’s conference was con-
ducted in a retreat-style format 
rather than previous years’ 
workshop formats that included 
speakers and breakout sessions. 

Stende facilitated the day-long 
event and students participated 
in large group icebreakers and 
team-building activities.

Clark said it was definitely an 
experiment but one she thought 
was successful.

“Troy was very engaging and 
kept the pace moving from 
highly interactive to more cere-
bral moments to challenge their 
thinking,” she said. “There was 
a special energy that seemed to 
exist from the start of the con-
ference through the very end of 
the conference, and I think that 
was the synergy from having 
everyone together.”

Northeast Lakeview College 
sophomore Jeremy Winfrey at-
tended the 2014 conference and 
said while he liked the hands-on 
activities at this year’s confer-
ence, he missed the workshops 

and classes from last year.
“Having one big group has 

been fun and knowledgeable, 
especially the icebreakers. We 
didn’t have those last year,” he 
said. “But it seemed like you 
had more questions answered 
and more one-on-one time in a 
specific area of leadership in the 
smaller groups last year.”

Winfrey said it would be great 
if future conferences could 
merge the two options.

Clark said it was definitely a 
consideration.

“I’ve personally enjoyed the 
breakout sessions in the past 
because in the past because it 
provides us the chance to offer 
a wide variety of perspectives 
about leadership and for stu-
dents to gain ideas about spe-
cific areas of leadership they’d 
like to develop,” she said. “I 
did miss seeing our presenter 
friends this year, so we will 
certainly seek ways to reincor-
porate that in the future.”

Plans for the 20th annual Stu-
dent Leadership Conference will 
begin in March, Clark said, and 
students will have the oppor-
tunity to assist in planning the 
event.

Troy Stende and participate in 
sessions like “You Got Games,” 
“Leadership Dogs” and “Be the 
Change” that focused on team-
building activities, managing 
conflict and how to be an influ-
encer on campus.

Jennifer Clark, assistant direc-
tor for student life, said the goal 
of the conference — sponsored 
by UHCL’s Student Leadership, 
Involvement and Community 
Engagement (SLICE) program 
— was for students to find out 
more about themselves, how to 
work with others, communicate 
more effectively and solve prob-
lems. 

“Most of all, we want them to 
be motivated and feel they have 

Gloria Barnheart keeps things 
moving in a team building exercise.

HAWKitudeLead with

Special guest Troy Stende talks about the 
importance of developing leadership skills.

The crowd excitedly gathers around Troy Stende to get instruc-
tions for a team-building scavenger hunt.

at the 19th Annual Leadership Conference

Things get exciting as people swarm to turn in items from a scavenger hunt.



39  •  University of Houston-Clear Lake 2015 - 2016  The Wingspan  - The Sequel  •  40

ETCH-A-SKETCH

O
ne sunny 
afternoon in 
November, 
Intercultural 

Student Services (ISS) 
set up a tent on the 
Alumni Plaza. Be-
neath this tent, ISS 
celebrated Native 
American Heritage 
Month by giving pass-
ersby an opportunity 
to design their own 
dreamcatcher.

Participants were 
provided with mul-
ticolored Scratch-Art 
paper, a type of pa-
per that allows for 
a variety of colors 
to appear when the 
paper’s black surface 
is scratched off, and 
different examples of 
what dreamcatchers 
look like. These were 
references to help 

participants create their own 
dreamcatcher design.

The ISS coordinator in charge 
of overseeing the event, Erika 
Garcia, said that dreamcatchers 
are essentially decorative good 
luck charms that were devel-
oped in Native American culture 
long ago and have become a 
tradition that has been passed 
down through the generations.

 “Once it’s crafted, the dream-
catcher is supposed to be hung 
over your head when you sleep. 
[Native American cultures] 
believe that it keeps the bad 
dreams away and only allows 
for good dreams for whoever is 
using it,” Garcia said.

More than 100 students de-
signed their own dreamcatcher. 
Student Muhammed Khan said 
the activity was fun because it 
allowed him to be creative. 

“It was cool because you could 
design whatever you want with 
a bunch of different bright 
colors,” Khan said.  “I was also 
glad that they had examples of 
other really nice dreamcatcher 
designs that we could take ideas 
from. I used different parts of 
different ones that I saw and 
made it my own. I think I’m 
going to try to make my own 
[dreamcatcher] based off this 
design that I made.”

Even staff members from ISS 
got in on the fun and made their 
own dreamcatcher designs. 

“I’ve always been a big fan of 
Batman, so I made a design 
that looks like him,” said ISS 
coordinator Nhee Vang.

Student Rachel Zabawa 
planned the event, working 
with ISS, because she wanted 
to share some of the cultural 
traditions of her Native Amer-
ican background with other 
students.

Zabawa also hopes to raise 
awareness for today’s Native 
American tribes and culture by 
planning two events in honor 
of Native American Heritage 
Month.

 Stefan Birac (top) invites everyone to come work on a 
dream catcher.

Erika Garcia (below) discusses the event with a guest.

A design by Genesis Granados, an ISS ambassador, 
serves as example artwork for visitors.

Jaysel Meledath works on his dream catcher design.

Story by Jeremy Gingrich
Photos by Trish Zalesak

“I just think a lot of people 
don’t know that Native Amer-
ican culture still exists,” she 
said. “A lot of people don’t know 
there are still many reservations 
today, including my own fam-
ily’s reservation in Wisconsin. 
I hope more people can learn 
that Native Americans still have 

their own way of living today 
and that, although there aren’t 
as many living on reservations 
anymore, they should still be 
recognized and their lifestyle 
should be respected.”

DREAMCATCHER
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T
he Global Expo provided 
the university commu-
nity the opportunity 
to travel the world in a 

single November afternoon. Co-
inciding with the nationally-rec-
ognized International Education 
Week, students gathered around 
the booths that circled Atrium 
II that day, all representing a 
specific country or culture and 
offering food, games and facts.

“The purpose of the Global 
Expo is to be educational,” said 
Nhee Vang, an ISS coordinator. 
“The nice thing about it is learn-
ing about other countries, but 
what we hope to do is also give 
[students] a chance to actually 
to want to venture out a little 
bit.”

And venture out, students did. 
More than 400 people attended 
the event, experienced new 
foods and learned about differ-
ent cultures.

Pictures of the national bird, 

Story by The Wingstaff
Photos by Dave Silverio

A
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orld in a Day

national flower, famous musi-
cians and maps of the country 
covered Venezuela’s display. 
Jesus Altamiranda Molina, a 
Fitness and Human Performance 
major, was telling students 
about the many dishes prepared 
in Venezuela, traditional music 
and famous athletes. 

“The major holidays that we 
celebrate are Independence Day 
on July 5, Semana Santa [Holy 
Week] when we go to church and 
appreciate what Jesus did for us 
and offer donations and Christ-
mas when 
we decorate 
homes with 
Christ-
mas trees 
and give 
presents to 
each other,” 
Molina said.

Facts and 
maps of 
the country 

were also shared at the Croatia 
booth. As the country is famous 
for its lavender, there was a lav-
ender poultice for passersby to 
sample.

“Croatia, geographically and 
population-wise cannot compare 
to the United States,” said Ste-
fan Birac, the representative for 
the country. “Croatia is the size 
of only one state in the United 
States: West Virginia. [Croatia] 
has a population of six million 
people, so that tells you about 
the size of our country.”

WINNERS 

BESt OvERall BOOth haCER 

BESt EduCatIONal BOOth tuRkEy 

MOSt SpIRItEd BOOth WEStERN daNCE CultuRE
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Western Dance Cul-
ture was one of the 
most popular booths. 
Sporting a small dance 
floor and strobe lights, 
it attracted participants 
with a laptop hooked 
up to speakers playing 
catchy dance music.

“We tried to create 
kind of like a disco,” 
Tri Nguyen, the rep-
resentative of the 
Western Dance Culture 
booth said. “We’ve been 
inviting people over to 
dance and have a good 
time.”

The booth focused 
mainly on American 
and Latin American 
music and included 
small descriptions of 
famous songs through-
out the years as a time-
line of every song that created a 
dance craze. Among them were 
Mickey Avalon’s “Electric Gigolo” 
and Michael Jackson’s “Billie 
Jean.”

“Everywhere I go, I play music, 
so I thought this 
booth would be a 
good idea,” Nguyen 
said. “And so far, 
it’s been really suc-
cessful.”  

The Hip-Hop 
Culture booth also 
sported a dance 
floor, in addition 
to facts about the 
genre and boom 
boxes playing the 
music. 

Genesis Granados, 
one of the Hip-Hop 
Culture represen-
tatives, explained 
that Hip-Hop got 
started in New York 
in the 1970s at house parties. It 
was very different then, serv-
ing as a positive way for people 
to communicate about things 
and issues in their lives. It was 
a social, political and cultural 

element of black 
culture before it 
moved into the 
mainstream and 
evolved into the 
form the public is 
likely to be fa-
miliar with in the 
1980s.

 “For me, hip-
hop is a conscious 
movement about 
identity and 
talking about 
issues that affect 
your community,” 
Granados said.

Many of the 
booths offered 
sweets and other 

snacks for passersby to try.
“We try to educate [students] 

with different food samples that 
they get to try,” Vang said. 

Because many students are 
foodies, Vang hopes they take 

away the essence of the food in 
addition to what they learned at 
the event.

Representing the country 
of Taiwan, several volunteers 
offered a variety of traditional 
Taiwanese delicacies, including 
pineapple cake, peanut butter 
cake, coffee cookies and rice 
cookies.  

“Pineapple cake is very famous 
in Taiwan because the word 
‘pineapple’ in Taiwan means 
‘lucky and rich’,” said Ning 
Chen, the representative for 
the booth. “You’d normally buy 
[pineapple] on a specific day and 
send it to friends and family 
members.”

Mehmet Davut Costu repre-
sented Turkey and shared infor-
mation about the country. The 
booth was decorated with pic-
tures of Pamukkale and Istanbul 
and fliers that had information 
about various cities of Turkey. 

Costu also had baklava, a sweet 
from Turkey, and Turkish cook-
ies for everyone. “Turkish coffee 
is very dark and very strong. 
This tray[on display] is used to 
serve it to our special guests,” 
Costu said.

Over at the United States Hol-
idays booth, Santa Claus sugar 
cookies were offered, which the 
students happily gobbled up. 
There was an array of holiday 
ornaments laid out across the 
table, including Easter eggs, red 
paper hearts, a miniature cornu-
copia and Christmas figurines. 
The purpose of the booth was 
not to represent a country, but 
several of the different tradi-
tional American holidays: Valen-
tine’s Day, Easter, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. 

“The idea behind having this 
booth here was to show some 
of the traditions that we have,” 
Steven Smith, the representative 
for the United States Holidays 
booth, said. “Some of these 
holidays started here and oth-
ers have been transferred from 
other cultures.”

Lots of contrasts could be 
drawn between the offered 
foods from around the world. 
The Mexico booth was vibrant 
and rich in colors. The food was 
a bit more on the spicy side, 
such as tamales with sauce, 
spicy candies and even chur-
ros. Iran, on the other hand, 
was focused more on biscuits/
cookies. They were representing 
their country by playing some 
cultural music. The treats from 
Iran were a bit on the sweeter 
side.

All the same, lots of similari-
ties could be drawn among the 
foods. At the China booth, sweet 
rice cookies were available. 
They were remarkably similar 
to the delectable and addictive 
wafer cookies offered at the Cro-
atia booth.

Some booths had demonstra-
tions of certain aspects of a 
culture. Visitors could get their 

names written in Chinese at the 
China booth and in Arabic at the 
Saudi Arabia booth. At the India 
booth, visitors could try on a 
sari, a traditional female Indian 
garment. At the Vietnam booth, 
visitors could try on a rice har-
vester’s hat and get their picture 
taken with a booth representa-
tive.

At the Saudi Arabia booth, 
Nada Alnounou, Crystal Kling 
and Shelby Ter-
ral were sharing 
facts about the 
country. 

“It is the 14th 
largest country 
in the world and 
one of the largest 
countries in the 
Middle East. Peo-
ple there usually 
speak Arabic and 
are mostly Mus-
lims,” Alnounou 
said. 

She spoke 
about how one-
half of the coun-
try’s reserve 
goes to educa-
tion. The health 
care services are 
free for the pub-
lic even if one is 
not from Saudi 
Arabia. 

It is amazing 
how many coun-
tries are repre-
sented at the uni-
versity. We can 
travel the world 
and still be home in 
time for dinner.

Top: Nada Alnounou and Alicia Patino, representatives for Saudi 
Arabia, discuss the country with a visitor.

Below: Lance Jiang demonstrates the art of Chinese calligraphy.

Representatives (top) from the Mexico 
booth share some snacks with a guest.

Below: Jesus Altamiranda Molina (left) and 
Raquel Anton prepare food for more sight-
seers.
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I
t’s no secret that the univer-
sity is an incredibly cultur-
ally-diverse campus, espe-
cially evident during the 

winter holidays. 
It’s the time of year when 

the school puts up a giant tree 
in Atrium II, the UHCL letters 
outside of the Bayou Building 
glow with holiday lights and the 
halls are buzzing with students 
excited for the upcoming winter 
break.

Students from all backgrounds 
and beliefs share the excitement 
of winter break, for it is a time 
of celebration – whether that be 
of Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanuk-
kah, Yalda or simply a break 
from school. Around this time 
of year, the school and its stu-
dent organizations showcase an 
abundance of events.

The University Christian Fel-
lowship (UCF) hosted a Christ-
mas party in Bayou’s Garden 
Room, which included snacks, 
games, music, a make-your-
own-ornament station and a 
Christmas nativity performance. 
Although American popular 
culture centers this holiday on 
a white-bearded jolly gift-giver, 
the true nature of this cele-
bration is to honor the birth of 
Jesus Christ. 

Justin Murphy, UCF president 
and communication major, said 
that although he celebrates the 
Santa Claus aspect of the hol-
iday, it is because it serves a 
fun way for his younger family 
members to remember the real 
reason for the season.

“Some people, however, have 
never been exposed to it before,” 
Murphy said. “The Christmas 
party was a great chance for all 
students to come and learn what 
Christmas is actually about.” 

Similarly, the Black Student 
Association (BSA) organized an 
event to recognize and celebrate 
Kwanzaa, a week-long celebra-
tion observed Dec. 26 - Jan. 1. 
This holiday honors African 

Story by Natalia Marfil
Photos by Dave Silverio

heritage through the practice 
of seven principles: unity, self-
determination, collective work 
and responsibility, cooperative 
economics, purpose, creativity 
and faith. 

The event itself included a 
wide variety of Kwanzaa-themed 
decorations: from candles to 
black, green and red balloons, 
as well as traditional African 
food, which included chicken 
curry, plantains and veggie 
patties. A number of informative 
presentations were given, and a 
seven-candled kinara was lit. 

BSA president Kevin Johnson, 
who is completing his master’s 
degree in cross cultural studies, 
said that Kwanzaa is ideally a 
balance between education, fun 
and festivity. 

“Having this event on campus 
is important because it intro-
duces Kwanzaa to people who 
have never learned about it, 
gives a visual of what it looks 
like and welcomes them to 
partake in the celebration them-
selves,” Johnson said. “Also, this 
is a great opportunity for people 
who may not be able to travel 
back home to still able to partic-
ipate in Kwanzaa.”

The winter holiday celebrated 
by Jewish students is Hanukkah, 
the festival of lights. The holi-
day commemorates when a band 
of ancient Jews called the Mac-
cabees drove the Greeks from 
Israel and the temple in Jerusa-
lem. When they tried to repair 
their temple after the conflict, 
they found there wasn’t 
enough sacred oil.

“They didn’t have 
enough oil to last several 
days; it was only enough to 
last one,” explained 
Liane Freidberg, 
president of UHCL 
Hillel, the Jewish 
student organiza-
tion. “The miracle 
– which is why 
Hanukkah exists 
– is that the oil 

Holidays with the 

Hawks
T r a d i t i o n s  o n  C a m p u s

UHCL Annual Lighting of the Letters Tradtion.

actually lasted for eight nights.”
Those eight nights were just 

the right amount of time for the 
Jews to prepare more oil for the 
temple.

Today, people play games, give 
gifts and eat foods cooked in oil 
to remember the miracle. Drei-
del, a game of chance played 
with a four-sided top, is a pop-
ular favorite. Latkes, a kind of 
potato pancake, and sufganiot, 
a kind of donut, are served with 
applesauce or sour cream.

Freidberg said that some peo-
ple open one gift each night, but 
she often jokes that she opens 
all of her presents at once.

Hanukkah lasts for eight 
nights. Each night, a candle is 
lit on a menorah. Because the 
Jewish calendar is different than 
our calendar, Hanukkah’s date 
moves each year. In 2015, the 
holiday was Dec. 6 - 14.

Another winter holiday cele-
brated by various students is 
Yalda – an Iranian festival which 
celebrates the longest night of 
the year, also known as the win-
ter solstice. In 2015, this holiday 
fell on Dec. 22. Family members 
and friends gather together and 
keep vigil, eating a variety of 
food which serves as supplica-
tions to their god. Classic poetry 
and mythologies are also often-
times read aloud. 
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“My family and friends gather 
to eat and drink until midnight,” 
Donyal Emami, a computer sci-
ence major, said. “We also eat 
pomegranate and watermelons, 
which are traditional during this 
time because the color red sym-
bolizes the glow of night.” 

It’s more than clear that the 
university is incredibly diverse. 
This is not to say, however, that 
the community is not unified. 
Special events, especially during 
the winter, provide the perfect 
opportunity for students, fac-
ulty and staff to come together. 

Turkey, Kuwait, the 
USS Ronald Regan 
and the USS Harry S. 
Truman. 

“My staff are all 
prior military, and 
they remember what 
a difficult time it 
was to be down 
range, especially 
during the holidays,” 
Ruiz said. “We per-
sonally know how 
getting a package in 
the mail from some-
one can uplift their 
spirits.”

On the night of 
Dec. 2, the “UHCL” 
letters on the 
Alumni Plaza were 
lit up as part of the 
annual Lighting of the 
Letters. Faculty, staff 
and students gathered 
around, drinking hot 
cocoa and singing hol-
iday songs. 

“There was apple cider, hot co-
coa and free care package gifts 
for finals week,” Izuh Ikpeama, 
a biology sciences major, said. 
“It was a really good way for 
UHCL to show their support.”

Ikpeama was one of the Music 
Club members to take part in a 
musical performance during the 
event. 

Every year the Office of Vet-
eran Services accepts dona-
tions – everything from tooth-
brushes to beef jerky – to make 
care packages and ship them 
to American soldiers stationed 
overseas. 

Trisha Ruiz, the coordinator of 
veteran services, said that this 
annual tradition was very im-
portant in 2015 because the mil-
itary is getting ready to pull out 
of Afghanistan. The government 
has stopped sending supplies 
there. Thankfully, the university 
community pulled through. 

“We normally make 
the care packages 
ourselves, but this 
year we did a call for 
volunteers, and we 
had 25 people show 
up to help put the 
packages together,” 
Ruiz said. “We got 
about 10 times as 
many donations as we 
have in the past.”

The care packages 
included tooth-
brushes, wash tow-
els, individual drink 
mixes, candy and 
other toiletries and 
nonperishables. 
These were sent to 
Iraq, Afghanistan, 

Top: Students play games (L to R) Erica Bermea, Nelly Tanori, and Ste-
ven Smith. Other photos: Student celebrate by lighting candles, enacting 
nativity scene and sharing a meal.

“It was really fun,” Ikpeama 
said. “Everybody who wanted to 
sing got to, even professors; and 
one of my friends even played 
the violin.” 

With this event, the university 
welcomed winter and eased its 
students into finals, and then 
to a well-deserved break. The 
school, whose community is 
as diverse as it is unified, said 

goodbye to another semester 
and 2015, together through 
celebration, giving and joyous 
festivities.
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Top: (left to right) Lexis Coleman, Erika Garcia and Asia Donald rock out at Soul Wednesday. Story by 
Natalia Marfil and photos by Chad Johnson  

F
ebruary is not only the 
time of the year where 
people find excuses to 
eat a significantly large 

amount of chocolate (as so often 
happens on Valentine’s Day); 
it is also a month-long celebra-
tion known as Black History 
Month. This annual observance 
recognizes and celebrates Afri-
can-American accomplishments 
throughout history, as well as 
remembering African-American 
historical figures, such as Rosa 
Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The university’s Black Stu-
dents Association, alongside the 

community [in the] arts,” Erika 
Garcia, an ISS coordinator, said. 
“At the turn of the civil rights 
movement, soul music was an 
identity marker of who this pop-
ulation was and what they were 
doing.”

Samuel Collins III, a commu-
nity advocate, organizer of the 
150th anniversary of Juneteenth 
and Galveston County Daily 
News’ “Citizen of the Year”, 
walked into the Garden Room 
and gave an inspiring speech on 
the importance of black history 
Feb. 9. He noted, however, that 
he usually and intentionally 

turns down events during Feb-
ruary, so that he gets called out 
on other dates instead.

“Black history should be 
taught 365 days a year,” Collins 
said. “It should not be limited to 
only one month.” 

Collins spoke of his life, 
from the moment his mother 
died when he was still a young 
schoolboy, his academically 
challenging college years, to 
his marriage to his sixth grade 
crush, the birth of his children 
and his steady involvement in 
the betterment of the black com-
munity. By using the theme of 
learning through our past and 
through the pasts of others, Col-
lins emphasized the importance 
of educating 
our society in 
black history. 

“We still have 
so many untold 
stories,” Collins 
said. “Some-
times these 
stories make us 
cry, sometimes 
they’re hard, 
but they make 
up our history. 
And, more im-
portantly, these 
are the stories 
that can inspire 
our children.” 

While the 
audience, 
composed of 
students and 
faculty, sat si-
lently, keeping 
all eyes on the 
speaker, Collins 
emphasized the 
need to include 
black history 
in U.S. history 
courses taught 
in all American 
schools. He also pointed out 
the fact that we live in an eco-
nomic-based slavery today and 
reminded everyone that our 
nation was built on the backs of 

Africans. 
“The oak tree comes from the 

acorn, so don’t minimize the 
sacrifices that came before you,” 
Collins said, before bidding ev-
eryone a warm goodbye. 

A similar event took place Feb. 
26 in the Forest Room. Dr. Mtan-
gulizi Sanyika led a discussion 
on people of African descent in 
a global and historical context. 
Sanyika, a retired professor of 
African World Studies, Commu-
nity Development/Sustainable 
Studies, Political Science and 
Urban Affairs, as well as the 
professor of noted scholars and 
acquaintance of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., spoke primarily of the 
importance of the study of black 

history.
“We study 

history be-
cause we 
care about 
the human 
experience,” 
Sanyika said. 
“But society 
pretends 
that the only 
human expe-
rience that 
matters is 
that of those 
of European 
descent.” 

Sanyika 
then listed 
the main 
four reasons 
black his-
tory should 
be taught: 

to ensure 
the black 
community 
is included 
in the hu-
man story, 
to correct 
distortions 

or inaccuracies of African Amer-
icans in history, to synthesize 
people to their own story and to 
learn from the mistakes in our 
history. Sanyika also brought up 

the point of the concept of ‘rep-
arations’ (or the idea that some 
form of compensatory payment 
should be made to the descen-
dants of African slaves) and why 
these are valid.

“The United States is in the 
position in the world that it is 
because it had so many years of 
free labor,” Sanyika said. “Many 
of today’s major multi-million-
aire institutions developed from 
the capita of slavery, and yet the 
black community has one of the 
lowest socioeconomic statuses 
in the United States and the 
world.” 

Introduction and closing 
comments were given by BSA 
representative Kevin Johnson, 
who also led the singing of tra-
ditional African anthems “Lift 
Ev’ry Voice and Sing” and “Nkosi 
Sikelel’ iAfrika.”

Other events in celebration of 
Black History Month included 
an open mic for poets and mu-
sicians and the screening of 
the documentary “Two Nations 
of Black America.” A board was 
also placed in Atrium I, upon 
which students were invited 
to write why black history and 
black heritage are important.

“Our hair, fashion, features, 
music, and vernacular are de-
monized, but often imitated,” 
an anonymous student wrote. 
“What makes a black person 
‘black’ is not a checklist of ste-
reotypes –it’s about culture.”

Clearly, the university once 
again took a culturally signifi-
cant tradition and was able to 
bring the community closer, 
while also spreading the educa-
tion and value of African-Ameri-
can heritage and history.

History Club and Intercultural 
Student Services, hosted several 
events as a way of inviting staff, 
students and faculty to celebrate 
Black History Month. 

The event to kick off Black His-
tory Month was Soul Wednesday, 
a groovy disco-themed dance 
held Feb. 3 in the Garden Room. 
Participants were encouraged 
to dress in their favorite 70s, 
80s or 90s fashion. Prizes were 
awarded for each decades’ best 
dressed, as well as best dancer. 

“[Soul Wednesday honors] 
several of the contributions 
of the black/African-American 

Samuel Collins III discusses his 
early childhood, his family and his 
success as an advocate for black 
history education.  

F U L L  T A L O N S
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Story by Natalia Marfil
Photos by Trish Zalesak

W
omen’s History 
Month, or HER-
story Month, cel-
ebrates an annual 

time of recognition and cele-
bration of the achievements 
of women throughout his-
tory. Every March, Intercul-
tural Student Services (ISS) 
hosts a series of events that 
commemorates the women 
of the past and celebrates 
the women of today through 
communication and educa-
tion.

A kick-off event was held 
one afternoon early in the 
month to the sounds of 
lively music and festivities. 
A coloring station with pic-
tures of historically-influen-
tial women, a book display 
from the Alfred R. Neumann 
Library featuring works by 
and about influential women 
throughout history and a 
board where people could 
write down the names of the 
influential women in their 
lives were among the activi-
ties.

A panel, focusing on the 
subject “Consent is Sexy,” 
was held a few days later. 
Panelists included Stephanie 
Day, a therapist from the uni-
versity’s counseling services; 
Natalie Stigall, The Bridge over 
Troubled Waters’ outreach edu-
cation advocate; and legal advo-
cate Carrie Enriquez. 

The panelists and audience 
members sat in a circle for the 
open discussion. Brenda Mu-
noz, assistant director of ISS, 
facilitated the event by asking 

ception that cooperation equals 
consent, the impact of sexual 
violence on the individual, the 
importance of awareness - es-
pecially on college campuses, 
statistics on sexual abuse and 
ways in which individuals and 
society can help decrease the 
number of sexually violent cases 
as a whole. 

“It is a community responsibil-
ity to take care of each other,” 
Stigall said. “The buddy system 
is an example of personal pro-
tection, but not only is it not a 
guarantee, it also does not keep 
everyone else safe.”

David Rachita, interim dean of 
students and an audience mem-
ber, took a moment to explain 
the implementation of Title IX in 
universities and how it affects 
victims who come forward. 

“If you come to me, I am le-
gally required to tell the Title IX 
coordinator,” Dean Rachita said. 
“A session with Dr. Stephanie 
Day, however, is 110% confiden-
tial.” 

“Most people don’t come to me 
first, though,” Day added. “They 
talk to a close family member or 
friend first, which is also impor-
tant for them to be informed on 

how to handle the situation.”
The Women’s and LGBTQ 

Health Fair and Blood Drive, 
brought the HERstory celebra-
tion to an end, enlightening the 
university community on the 
importance of healthcare.

 In addition to Gulf Coast Re-
gional Blood Center, the organi-
zation running the blood drive, 
many other businesses, organi-
zations and charities stopped 
by to engage with the university 
community and raise awareness 
on a variety of health-related, 
women’s and LGBTQ related 
topics.

The university police de-
partment, present during 
the event, offered people a 
chance to play a game where 
they could see for themselves 
the effects of intoxication on 
the human body by wearing 
special goggles.

One of the most popular 
booths was from LearningRx, 
a place where people can go 
to improve their brain func-
tion through playing 
games. Their brainteas-
ers attracted a small 
crowd, with people play-
ing card games, brain-

teasers and solving puzzles like 
tangrams.  

The charities at the event – 
among these were The Bridge 
Over Troubled Waters and Hous-
ton Area Women’s Center – pro-
vided people with information 
on the resources their  
respective organizations and 
others offer for victims of do-
mestic violence and abuse.

Clear Lake Regional Medical 
Center and The Rose also par-
ticipated, both educating people 
on the importance of cancer 
screenings.

“I learned that they changed 
the age at which you have to get 
your mammogram,” Carletta Da-
vis, a junior social work major, 
said. “I want to live longer, so I 
need to know everything I need 
to do.”

Although no more HERstory 
events are scheduled until next 
year, this year’s events made an 
impact on many students.

“It’s important to have these 
events on campus because 
women’s voices have been sup-
pressed throughout history, and 
their achievements hushed,” 
said Kaitlyn Coughlin, a fresh-
man biology major. “We are 
lucky to live in a time where 
we can learn about females in 
history as well as make history 
ourselves.”

the panelists questions, such as 
‘What is consent?,’ before open-
ing the panel for the audience’s 
questions.

“This event is meant to give 
awareness of what consent is, 

discuss sexual violence and dis-
cuss what we can do as a univer-
sity,” Munoz said. 

The panelists explained the 
importance of free-will when it 
comes to consent, the miscon-

David Gonzalez, a university police officer, steadies Me-
lissa Plunkett as she tries to do a sobriety test while wear-
ing goggles that mimic the effects of being drunk.

Jonathan McCluney (left) engages in a 
battle of wits with fellow student Car-
letta Davis.

Suzie Sheldon, from Houston Area Women’s Center, hands out 
resources about victims of domestic violence and abuse.

Be HAWKalicious
Celebrating Women’s Herstory Month
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Extravaganza
2016

Cultural

Story by Abhiruchi Jain-
Photos by Tori Whitworth

1: Sindhura Gosukonda performs a traditional dance reenacting Krishnas childhood. 2: Beautiful Mex-
ican Folk Dance by the beautiful Belkis Navarrete. 3: Desi Rocks is rocking out. 4: Straight out of Bolly-
wood with Team Revolution! 7: Bharathiya Natya, an expression of Indian Culture. 5: Farnaz Mazhari 
showcasing the oldest form of dance, Belly Dance!
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G
lobally connected and 
globally aware, the uni-
versity is known for be-
ing an incredibly diverse 

place. According to the Office 
of Institutional Research, about 
one in every seven students is 
from another country.

One Friday evening in late 
March, people packed the Bayou 
Theatre to see the 20th annual 
Cultural Extravaganza, a series 
of 20 different performances 
celebrating this. Some dressed 
in their cultural attire, the per-
formers all brought something 
new to the stage. Some students 
sang or danced. Others acted or 
performed stand-up comedy.

Every year, Intercultural Stu-
dent Services (ISS) hosts this 
event to showcase the diverse 
university community. 

Nhee Vang, an ISS coordina-
tor, said they started planning 
for the show last summer, but 
started implementing those 
plans in January. With their 
student ambassadors, full-time 
staff, volunteers and the per-
formers, there were more than 
80 people involved in putting 
the show together.

Initially, 30 groups registered 
to participate. Students had a 
month to prepare their perfor-
mances for the auditions. Out of 
the groups registered, 20 were 
selected for the final perfor-
mance.

Vang said they looked for 
variety when choosing acts, 
and with a lot of freshmen and 

4
sophomores 
on campus, 
they had some 
unique and 
new ideas. 
“K-Project” and 
“Red Hot Chili 
Steppers” acts 
had quite a 
few freshman 
participants. 

Kelvin Guer-
rero, a fresh-
man computer 

information systems major and 
one of the participants in the 
“K-Project” group, said he had 
butterflies in his stomach before 
his performance. To calm down, 
he reminded himself how he 
likes to dance.

“I decided to just go out there, 
have fun and let the audience 
enjoy what they’re watching,” he 
said. 

Guerrero said he would meet 
his group to practice every 
week. They would get together, 
hang out and get to know each 
other, all while having fun and 
acting like a family.

 “It was wonderful getting a 
chance to know other cultures 
better,” said Apeksha Mehta, 
part of the dance act “Desi 
Rocks” and a computer science 
graduate student. “I’m a dancer, 
but I have been keeping too 
busy with my studies. This cul-
tural event gave me a chance to 
do what I love the most.” 

She said she had a wonderful 
time practicing with her group, 
dedicating almost four hours a 
day on the last 10 days of prep-
aration.

The show seemed to end with 
the traditional Cultural Walk: 
a parade of students and their 
country’s flags, highlighting the 
diversity at the university. This 
year, there were 24 flags, includ-
ing the peace flag.

This year, however, after the 
Cultural Walk, ISS student am-
bassadors and Vang had a sur-
prise up their sleeves. They put 

on a special performance as 
the finale – a dance to “Marry 
You” by Bruno Mars. Ending the 
performance, Vang proposed to 
his girlfriend, Mayseng Xiong. 

“It was something I had 
planned for a while, but I 
wanted the students to be 
involved in that,” Vang said. 
“They bought into it and defi-
nitely kept it a secret.”

He wanted to share it with 
the students and the commu-
nity because of working in ISS. 
He feels that they work for the 
university and the community. 
Bringing everyone into the pro-
posal was a great way to show-
case that relationship.
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COOK OFF

1: The Chili Cook off is starting to get 
busy.

2: People get their groove on dancing 
The Wobble.

3: Belkis Navarrete from team Chili De 
Pueblo serves Victoria Duffoo Tirado and 
Tri Nguyen some of her team’s chili.

4: Hunter the Hawk celebrates 3rd 
Birthday.

5: We are flying high with the Home of 
the Hawks.

6: The groove of The Macarena leads 
folks to join in the funky dance.

Story and photos by Trish Zalesak and 
Tori Whitworth
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A
t the 27th Annual Chili 
Cook-Off, hosted by Student 
Life, spices filled the air 
as 19 campus offices and 

student organizations began to cook 
their chili and decorate their sta-
tions. 

The competing teams decorated 
their booths with fanciful themes. 
The Hawk Leadership Institute team 
members dressed up as zombies for 
their theme, “Zombie Leadership 
Institute.” Delta Xi Nu’s team, “Net-
fix and Chili,” decorated their booth 
with Netflix-related gear, including a 
giant cardboard DVD box.

The “It’s a Small World” team from 
University Forest Apartments used 
an international theme, accompa-
nied by a map, a globe and a sign 
that read, “Where in the world are 
you from?”  

Team members Ana Alleyene, Jer-
ome Brown, Estafany Sanchez and 
Swetha Shankar definitely incorpo-
rated cultural diversity into their 
booth by wearing shirts represent-
ing their corresponding countries.

The team members said they came 
up with their theme because they 
have a very diverse office. Their em-
ployees are from all over the world, 
including Dominica, Guatemala, Ja-
maica, Laos, Nigeria, Sri Lanka and 
Zambia.

They invited patrons to write their 
names on the map and mark the 
location of where they were from.

One of the guests signing the map 
was Luke Taylor, an English teacher 
from Australia. 

“It looks like I’m the first Aussie to 
sign,” he said.

Throughout the day, more than 
500 people visited, some bringing 
their children and pets to enjoy the 
beautiful weather, good food and 
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1: Winners of the SGA Award, Delta Xi 
Nu’s “Netflix and Chili,” elatedly dis-
play their giant trophy.

2: Career and Counseling Services’ 
“No Beans About It” team show off 
their “Best Chili Popular Vote” certifi-
cate and trophy.

3: The winners of “Cook’s Choice 
Popular Vote,” The Grand CDMA, pose 
proudly with their trophy and certifi-
cate.

4: The winners of first place best 
judged chili, the Office of Admissions’ 
“Bahama Mamas” excitedly gather 
around their prizes.

5: The Zombie Leadership Institute 
team excitedly gathers around their 
“Best Booth Popular Vote” awards.

6: University Forest Apartments’ “It’s 
a Small World” team excitedly presents 
the fruits of their labor, second place 
for the best judged chili.

Patrick Cardenas, assistant director 
of Student Life, called the crowd to 
gather around the stage as he an-
nounced the winning teams of the 
Chili Cook-Off, chosen by both pop-
ular vote and a team of judges. 

“I think I speak for all of us when 
I say that we were thrilled [that the 
Hawk Leadership Institute won two 
categories],” said Sandy Samaan, a 
sophomore biology major. “There 
were so many great booths, chili 
and competitors, so winning was 
certainly a noteworthy accomplish-
ment for each member of HLI!“

“I was ecstatic as well as relieved 
[when I heard our team won],” said 
senior art and design major Matt 
McDonald. “After all the work we 
put into the event, it was nice to feel 
rewarded. Especially considering, 
this award was CDMA’s first ever 
at Chili Cook-Off! We were all very 
happy to have won for CDMA, so 
there was lots of cheering and high-
fives all around!”

fun activities, including a few games 
some of the competing teams offered.

For $1, people could throw whipped-
cream pies at volunteers as part of a 
National Society of Leadership and 
Success fundraiser. 

Also for $1, the Golf Club offered 
people the opportunity two chances 
to score in a game of mini-golf. If a 
player made the shot, they would win 
a $15 Amazon gift card.

Adding to the fun, a DJ played pop-
ular dance tunes like Silentó’s “Watch 
Me,” Psy’s “Gangnam Style” and the 
90s classic “Macarena,” in addition 
to other songs. A large crowd of stu-
dents, children, staff and alumni 
would frequently gather in front of 
the DJ to dance, goof off and have 
fun. 

Of course, a visit to the Chili Cook-
Off isn’t complete without sampling 
some chili. For $4, visitors could pur-
chase a tasting kit from Student Life 
and cast their ballot for which team 
had the best theme, best chili recipe 
and best secret ingredient. 

All agreed the chili was delicious. It 
was all over the map in terms of taste 
and texture, ranging from team Chili 
De Pueblo’s mild affair to the Zom-
bie Leadership Institute team’s spicy 
offerings. The Golf Club had spicy 
chicken chili for people to try, and the 
Communication and Digital Media As-
sociation (CDMA) had sweet chili, be-
ing flavored with smoked beef brisket. 
Some teams offered cornbread with 
their chili, or toppings like cheese, 
sour cream and cilantro.

Andrea Elizondo, a senior commu-
nication major, said the Golf Club’s 
white chicken chili was her favorite. 
This was actually her first time trying 
chili that wasn’t made with beef.

The secret identity of Hunter the 
Hawk was finally revealed at the Chili 
Cook-Off. To everyone’s surprise, 
it was The Wingspan’s own Eric Ya-
nez. For the past year, he’s made the 
school mascot come alive.

“The amount of surprised people 
was outstanding!” he said on his 
weekly blog. “I honestly thought peo-
ple would’ve guessed it was me, but to 
my surprise they had no idea.”

As the event wound to a close, 
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E
very Tuesday and Thurs-
day, a food truck will 
be parked by the curb 
behind the Bayou and 

Student Services and Classroom 
Building, attracting a line of 
hungry customers.

Within the past few years, food 
trucks have skyrocketed in pop-
ularity, helped along because of 
the rise of social media. 

The food truck craze is be-
lieved to have begun in Los 
Angeles in 2008. Kogi, an ex-
tremely successful Korean bar-
becue food truck. Roy Choi, 
owner of Kogi, is widely be-

lieved to have launched the food 
truck revolution, thanks in no 
small part to the weak economy. 

The state of the economy may 
have actually encouraged some 
restaurant owners to exchange 
the brick-and-mortar storefront 
for a much less expensive mo-
bile operation.

Food trucks soon expanded 
across the nation, serving an 
amazing variety of foods. Now, 
there are cupcake, fusion cui-
sine, waffle, barbecue, Asian 
cuisine food trucks and hun-
dreds more.

Food trucks and food truck 
festivals can now be found ev-
erywhere from New York to To-
ronto to Houston to Los Angeles. 
They’ve also become the subject 
of various shows on the Food 
Network like “The Great Food 
Truck Race” and “Food Truck 
Face Off.”

Chris Jones, manager of The 
Waffle Bus, one of the food 
trucks that regularly visits the 
university, thinks the presence 
of food trucks on television has 
helped them gain notoriety. 

“Once [food trucks] get on TV, 
that’s when it’s going to be glori-
fied,” Jones said. 

Jones explained that it’s hard 
to get a food truck up and run-
ning. 

“There’s the 
start up and 
getting business 
and getting your 
fan base – it’s not 
easy,” he said. “A 
lot of groundwork 
goes into it. A 
lot of [is] money 
spent on promo-
tions. A lot of 
networking.”

Willie Leyen-
decker, food service director, 
explained why the food trucks 
provide service to the univer-
sity. 

“Currently, all the food truck 
options are scheduled from our 
central campus,” Leyendecker 
said. “They’re trying to do a 
rotation to where it gives us a 
better variety.” 

Leyendecker explained that 
the food trucks are chosen 
specifically to cater to the di-
verse tastes and dietary needs 
of students and to give students 
a wider option than is available 
in the Patio Café. The hope is 
to eventually expand the food 
truck rotation to include a vegan 
or vegetarian option. 

The food trucks that visited 
campus this year included The 
Golden Grill, The Rice Box, The 
Waffle Bus, Tila’s Taco Truck, 
The Patty Wagon and Chopped 
‘n’ Smoked Barbecue.  

Chopped ‘n’ Smoked serves ha-
lal barbecue. To be halal, food 
must be in accordance 
with Muslim dietary 
law.

Saba Khan, a Muslim 
and an MBA graduate student, 
said Chopped ‘n’ Smoked is 
popular among the Muslims on 
campus. They can’t eat at the 
Patio Café because the food isn’t 
halal. 

“[Chopped ‘n’ Smoked] was 
there for two days or three 
days – almost everybody went 
there, all Muslims, to 
grab a bite,” Khan said. 
“And it was good! For 

Story by Trish Zalesak

once, there was a change, and 
I was really happy. Everybody 
was super excited and the food 
is really good. I’m pretty sure, 
if they get the food truck here 
often, they’ll have a lot of cus-
tomers.” 

Kent Case, coordinator with 
the Student Assistance Center, 
said he’s been sampling the dif-
ferent food trucks. Of the ones 
that visit campus, he frequents 
The Rice Box the most.

“I’ve been to a few [food 
trucks], but The Rice Box is 
probably one of my favorite 
ones,” Case said.  

feast on 
dining

Students line up for the scrumptuous 
Waffle Bus.  Photos by Stephanie Settlemire 
and Dave Silverio.

http://goldengrillhtx.com/
http://goldengrillhtx.com/
http://riceboxtruck.com/
http://www.thewafflebus.com/
http://www.thewafflebus.com/
http://www.tilas.com/tilas-tacos-truckeria/
http://www.thefoodpattywagon.com/
http://roaminghunger.com/chopped-n-smoked-bbq/
http://roaminghunger.com/chopped-n-smoked-bbq/
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G
oing into college as a 
freshman, things can 
get scary. What to do, 
where to go, who to talk 

to, it all blends together into 
a giant mess. Fortunately, the 
Hawk Leadership Institute (HLI) 
helps to ease students into the 
wild jungle that is college. 

HLI, a three-year program, is 
a leadership involvement pro-
gram, developed to enhance stu-
dents’ engagement and leader-
ship skills. Facilitated by SLICE, 
the program helps not only with 
leadership skills, but also aca-
demics.

HLI focuses on helping stu-
dents get involved through 

 Upperclassmen serve as men-
tors to help HLI members grow 
as leaders. They have an im-
portant role in impacting the 
students of HLI, and must go 
through an interview process 
before being selected for the 
position. They meet with their 
students every other Friday. 

Many incoming freshmen 
struggle to find out who they 
are and where they want to get 
involved. HLI is a great opportu-
nity.

“I was interested in joining HLI 
because I wanted to grow as a 
leader and as a person, as well 
as seeing who I am as an indi-
vidual,” Tim Buhler, a first-year 
HLI member, said.

HLI isn’t just for freshmen. 
It’s also helped second-year 
students experience many great 
accomplishments, as well as 
helping them develop overall as 
students.

“It’s helped me create friend-
ships, study groups, network 
and become integrated more on 
campus,” Sandy Saman, a sec-
ond-year HLI member, said. “I 
felt involved and it was great to 
have that foundation. It 
was really a boost for me 
and I’m thankful for all 
the opportunities that it 
provided and provides.” 

HLI was created when 
SLICE learned that fresh-
men and sophomores 
would be attending 
classes at the university, 
beginning Fall 2014.

 “We wanted to provide 
programs that created 
more of a ‘traditional’ 
university experience,” 
said Jennifer Clark, 
creator of HLI. “We made 
proposals, and one area 
that received a lot of 
support for its proven 
effectiveness in engaging 
students and being edu-
cationally purposeful was 
leadership development.” 

When HLI was being de-

signed, Clark and the SLICE staff 
researched similar programs at 
other institutions to 
ensure a strong pro-
gram. HLI was mod-
eled after these pro-
grams. 

With the success of 
last year, and it being 
their first year, HLI 
stands strong and 
hopes to enhance 
many more incoming 
students’ leadership 
skills. 

HLI has helped 
many students tran-
sition in college and 
molded them into great 
leaders. HLI members are 
required to attend work-
shops, bi-weekly meetings 
and complete 10 hours of 
community service. It’s a great 
program to help improve lead-
ership development and engage 
with the community.  

“Overall, the program was 
successful,” Clark said. “We 
achieved our goals.” 

workshops, volunteering and 
other events. Many students in 
the Hawk Leadership Institute 
have great memories and goals 
to accomplish. From wanting to 
become a great leader to help-
ing students succeed, these 
members are striving to make a 
difference in our community. 

“HLI provides students with 
the tools, materials and blue-
prints they need to build their 
ladders to success,” Daniela 
Vasquez, a junior and a mentor 
in the HLI program, said. “That 
does not mean we, as mentors, 
only see them going up the lad-
der, we climb it with them. Their 
success means ours.” 

when

Top:  HLI is a program where Hawks make friends, learn valuable leadership skills and 
bring out the best in themselves. Story by Eric Yanez and photos courtesy of Student Life. 

 Jordan Desbrow, Justin Murphy and 
Victoria Nerey (left to right) discuss 
their experiences in HLI.  

Justin Murphy prepares to leap across the sand 
to his teammates in a team-building exercise. 
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University of Houston-Clear Lake

Funding

F
or the 2016 fiscal school 
year, UHCL received $85.1 
million in funding from 
the 84th Texas State Leg-

islature. Below is breakdown of 
where the money will be spent.
•	 $6.5 million ($3.25 million 

per year) was reimbursed to 
UHCL for the four-year ex-
pansion that 

•	 took place in 2014.
•	 $54 million was awarded for 

a new Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) 
Classroom Building for the 
UHCL campus.

•	 $24.6 million for a new 
Health Sciences Building for 
the UHCL Pearland campus.

UHCL President William Sta-
ples held a presentation Sept. 9 
on campus to outline the fund-

ing developments.
“We got 100 percent of what 

we asked for,” Staples said of 
the May 2015 legislative session. 
“Out of the 38 Texas public uni-
versities, UHCL was one of two 
universities that received fund-
ing for two new building project. 
It was a very, very, very good 
(session) for UHCL.”

Because UHCL did not receive 
additional funding during the 
2013 legislative session, admin-
istrators had to reach into the 
school’s savings in order to wel-
come freshmen and sophomores 
for the first time in the fall 2014 
semester.

Staples also announced that 
UHCL was granted approval by 
the state to propose a referen-
dum to the student body that 

would authorize a fee to fund a 
recreation and wellness center. 
Students have received an email 
from Campus Recreation Staff 
to their UHCL email account by 
Sept. 10 asking them to com-
plete a survey regarding interest 
in a new facility.

The email advises students to 
“keep an eye out for the Student 
Referendum in October.”

These new building projects 
will mean academic expansion 
for UHCL programs.

“You’re really going to see de-
velopment on campus,” Staples 
said.

Last year UHCL added 43 new 
staff members who all need of-
fice space as well as classrooms.

The new Health Sciences Class-
room building at UHCL-Pearland 
will be graduating its first group 
of RN to BSN students in Decem-
ber this year. Out of 45 appli-
cants in the inaugural semester 
of Fall 2014, 11 remain enrolled.

Here at the Clear Lake campus, 
the new STEM building will see 
a new pre-engineering program 
begin in 2016. This program was 
implemented after UH System 
administrators approached Carl 
Stockton, senior vice president 
of academic affairs and pro-
vost, about allowing students to 
funnel through UHCL in order to 
apply to engineering programs 
at other campuses.

Stockton, who took the lec-
tern after Staples, said he asked 
“What’s in it for us?” in response 
to the UH System request.

After some negotiation, Stock-
ton was able to secure the right 
to put a proposal together for a 
Bachelor of Science in Mechan-
ical Engineering for UHCL stu-
dents that could be offered by 
Fall 2018 if the program makes 
it through the Texas Higher Edu-
cation Coordinating Board.

The provost calls this concen-
tration, “in high demand.”

Another program in the pipe-
line for approval is a Bachelor of 
Science in Counseling that will 

be reviewed 
in November.

Stockton 
also em-
phasized 
the need 
for staff 
and faculty 
to address 
enrollment 
numbers.

As incom-
ing fresh-
men and 
sophomores 
have added 
to enroll-
ment, grad-
uate student 
enrollment 
has slumped. 
Domestic 
graduate en-
rollment has 
decreased 
from 2,500 
in Fall 2015 
to 1,798 in 
2016. And 
international 
graduate 
enrollment 
is projected 
to increase 
slightly but 
may remain 
flat if even a small number of 
incoming students drop.

“We need to sit down and look 
at our admissions, our academic 
programs, recruitment and work 
together,” Stockton said. “We 
need to talk about how to turn 
this trend around.”

Staples commented on how 
successful the transition has 
been because it was done at the 
right time, and was planned that 
way.

“I don’t just say this to say it, 
it was probably one of the most 
successful transitions from an 
upper-level to a four-year in the 
history of upper-level institu-
tions,” Staples said.

Story by Jayme Jones
Photos by Trish Zalesak 

and Tori Whitworth
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Crawford Gets Active
Story by Eric Yanez

Jacob Crawford, the new campus 
recreation coordinator, wants to get 
people active. His department en-
courages students and faculty to get 
active on campus with events such 
as kickball, 3 vs 3 basketball and 
Ping-Pong. 

“What led me to this job was the prospect of getting to build 
[the Campus Recreation] program from the ground up,” Craw-
ford said. “Many schools already have a campus recreation de-
partment and have the participation that they want to run their 
program.”

Even though he joined the university in 2015, Crawford has 
some insight as to how he likes things here. 

“UHCL is different than everything else I have been to so far, 
but it is something that I am definitely enjoying,” Crawford said. 
“It is a small school. Coming from the larger schools, it is defi-
nitely an adjustment, but something that I take a day at a time.”

Crawford says that having motivation is key to keep thriving 
on the job. 

“What motivates me is the interaction with the students and 
the student development part of it,” he said. “I enjoy coming to 
work each day and being able to interact with students and have 
a positive impact on their lives. What many don’t know is that 
what I teach my employees can be used also in the real world.”

Crawford hopes to expand the intramural sports programs 
around campus to more students. It is going to take time, but 
with the right motivation and dedication, it’s sure to expand.

T
he university’s family 
of buildings will soon 
be expanding. In Octo-
ber 2015, students were 

asked to vote on a referendum 
to determine if a new student 
fee would be added to help 
finance the costs of building, 
operating and maintaining a rec-
reation and wellness center on 
campus. The vote passed by a 
large margin, with 69 percent of 
the 1,364 responding students 
(16 percent of the total student 

body) voting “yes.” 
According to a report provided 

by the university, the remainder 
of the operating costs will come 
from the state and rental fees 
from a possible future outside 
vendor.

After the referendum, the 
results were presented to the 
Board of Regents, who approved 
the $38.2 million project. Archi-
tects, construction crews and 
contracts are being reviewed.

Jacob Crawford, the coordina-

Story by Trish Zalesak
Photos by Tori Whitworth 

and Trish Zalesak  

Future home of the new UHCL Recreation and Wellness Center.

Chris San Miguel does dips with Angel Leonardo 
Garcia motivating him to finish his set.

Wellness Center will offer the 
much-needed space for certain 
Clinical, Health and Applied 
Sciences programs, like Fitness 
and Human Performance, to 
grow. Currently, they’re working 
out of a lab and classrooms in 
the SSCB and sharing the Fitness 
Room with Campus Recreation. 
The facilities are too small for 
the size of their programs.

William Amonette, program 
director for Fitness and Human 
Performance and Exercise and 
Health Sciences, said the new 
facilities in the Recreation and 
Wellness Center will provide 
more space for indoor programs 
like their new physical educa-
tion program. It will also ensure 
the students do not get in the 
way of other people trying to 
use the facilities for recreation.

“[In this facility] there will be 
more need for student workers,” 
Amonette said. “We hope that 
there’s more opportunities for 
students to work in personal 
training roles and help the 
UHCL communities coming in 
to use the facility to know how 
to safely and effectively use the 
machines and barbells in the 
facility.”

Crawford and Amonette said 
they think the Recreation and 
Wellness Center will be a pow-
erful force that encourages 
prospective future students of 
all majors – not just Fitness and 
Human Performance – to attend 
the university.

“Everybody [in Fitness and 
Human Performance] is excited 
about [the Recreation and Well-
ness Center],” Amonette said. 
“Everybody is excited about the 
recreation opportunity for the 
entire campus; the growth that 
we think is going to occur in 
health and wellness and health 
promotion over the entire cam-
pus, and we’re also very excited 
about the dedicated space for 
our laboratories and some of the 
classroom space that’s going to 
be in there. 

tor for Campus Recreation, said 
the Recreation and Wellness 
Center is a facility that is needed 
to expand Clinical, Health and 
Applied Sciences programs and 
Campus Recreation. 

“As the campus continues to 
grow, we need to be able to grow 
with the campus,” Crawford 
said.

The projected 80,000 square 
foot Recreation and Wellness 
Center will be built alongside 
the new STEM building on the 
grassy area just beyond the 
Student Services and Classroom 
Building (SSCB). Included in the 
facility will be basketball courts, 
a multi-purpose sports court, 
multi-purpose rooms, an indoor 
running track, a Campus Rec-
reation department suite, car-
dio and weight training rooms, 
locker rooms, a lobby with a 
check-in desk, vendor space and 
labs, classrooms and faculty 
space for Clinical, Health and 
Applied Sciences.

The expansion for Campus 
Recreation will allow for the 
possible formation of sports 
clubs and fitness classes like 
yoga or spin classes. In addition, 
it will allow Campus Recreation 
to host indoor sports like volley-
ball, dodgeball, badminton and 
pickleball.

Groundbreaking for the fa-
cility is expected to take place 
summer 2017, with the grand 
opening in the summer or fall 
of 2018.  As for what will hap-
pen to the Fitness Room in the 
SSCB, Crawford says he doesn’t 
know what will happen once 
the new center opens, but it will 
be discussed within the next 
year or so. The Recreation and 

University of Houston-Clear Lake

Recreation and Wellness Center
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L
ithe and graceful, yet 
powerful and emotional: 
the sport of fencing was 
the focus of the first-ever 

solo art exhibit by Serge Ti-
macheff, exhibited in the uni-
versity Art Gallery.

Born in Germany and raised 
outside of Amsterdam, Ti-
macheff is a nationally- ranked 
fencer and the head photogra-
pher for the International Fenc-
ing Federation. 

Timacheff graduated from the 
university in 1985 with a de-
gree in behavioral psychology 
and made his way to his fourth 
Olympic Games in the summer 
of 2016 to capture the breathtak-
ing and refined sport of fencing.

Jeff Bowen, coordinator of au-
dience development for the Art 
Gallery, said that this exhibit 
conveys human spirit, determi-
nation and athleticism. 

“I really appreciated the prac-
tical application of it,” Bowen 
said. “The exhibit provides a 
rare opportunity to show stu-
dents what working profession-
als in the field might do. It is 
very compelling and with the 
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Olympics coming up, the timing 
is perfect.” 

One of Bowen’s favorite things 
about Timacheff, apart from his 
fascinating fencing photogra-
phy, is his ability to capture his 
travels. 

Timacheff is author of many 
photography books including 
the ebook, “Travel Photography 
in a Day for Dummies,” a con-
cise 100-page manual for those 
who want to learn how to cap-
ture eye-popping travel photos.

With his professional photog-
raphy, world travel, Olympic 
attendance and personal fence 
ranking, Timacheff may easily 
be one of the most interesting 
men in the world. Perhaps this 
is why the Dos Equis Company 
poached one of his photos in 
their “The Most Interesting Man 
in the World” beer commer-
cials without his permission. 
Timacheff was disappointed to 

see his photo being used with-
out his permission, but he never 
pressed charges. Timacheff 
did eventually get the photo 
removed from the advertise-
ment without resorting to legal 
means. 

Timacheff said his time at the 
university provided the founda-
tion for his life and career.

“My education plays a part in 
everything I do, from simple 
conversations with friends to 
how I tackle problems and chal-
lenges around the world,” he 
said. “UHCL has traveled as a 
part of me many times around 
the globe. I am honored that the 
University chose to present my 
images to the public, especially 
given fencing is a relatively 
niche sport.” 

On the last night of Ti-
macheff’s photography exhibit, 
Olympic bronze medalists Kel-
ley, 28, and Courtney Hurley, 25, 

came to the university to tell 
their story and to give a fenc-
ing demonstration. The crowd 
swooned as the sisters passed 
around genuine fencing equip-
ment and laughed with stories 
of the Olympians’ fencing expe-
riences.

The Hurley sisters were born 
into fencing; their parents were 
active in the sport when they 
were born. Growing up, Kelley 
and Courtney would travel and 
attend fencing competitions 
with their parents. 

Thanks to this, the sisters 
found their passion for fencing. 
Working very hard, they won 
the Junior World Championship 
several times and received full 
scholarships to Notre Dame to 
fence at the collegiate level. Not 
only were they students and col-
lege athletes, but they were also 
training for the Olympics.

“It wasn’t easy, it is a lot. 
But we couldn’t have done 
it without our dad,” said 
Kelley Hurley. “He is really 
intelligent and he not only 
helped coach us but he also 
tutored us.”

Their greatest accom-
plishment to date is win-
ning bronze medals at the 
2012 London Olympics. 
Since then, the women 
have graduated and moved 
to Houston, where they 
continue to train for the 
2016 Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro.

“There is no better feel-
ing than winning a compe-
tition as a family,” Court-
ney Hurley said. 

Timacheff’s photographs 
were on display in the uni-
versity Art Gallery Jan. 22 
- March 31.

Photos by Trish Zalesak and Tori Whitworth
Olympic bronze medalists give fencing demonstration.
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B
orn a middle child to a 
florist, Bernadette Espe-
ranza Torres spent her 
impoverished childhood 

playing with dead flowers in the 
back of her father’s shop, fore-
shadowing her floral master-
pieces to come. 

Those moments marked the 
beginning of Torres’ journey 
into the art world, as both an art 
instructor and an artist herself.                                                                          

Now a well-recognized ceram-
ics artist, college art professor 
and art gallery director, Berna-
dette Esperanza Torres is living 
her dream. 

For the first half of the fall 
semester, she shared her dream 
with the university community. 
The university’s art gallery held 
Torres’ first exhibit in Texas, 

entitled “Blooming Dreams and 
Fading Memories: Recent Ce-
ramic Sculptures.” “Blooming 
Dreams” is a series of 20 works, 
including several pieces never 
before exhibited. 

“Bernadette’s pieces are 
very vibrant, quite eye-
catching and have the 
power to draw people into 
the gallery,” Jeff Bowen, 
coordinator of audience 
development for the uni-
versity’s art gallery, said. 
“The door count was ac-
tually the highest for any 
exhibit we’ve had since 
2012.” 

The art gallery hosted 
a talk featuring Torres 
Wednesday, Oct. 7. She 
discussed her background 

in art, techniques, meanings 
behind several of her pieces and 
even gave the audience a few 
hints on what to expect from her 
next series. 

Torres described her works as 

autobiographical narratives that 
capture real-life moments and 
emotions while her beautifully 
crafted ceramic works hung 
along the walls, depicting flow-
ers, shadows and Java sparrow 
birds. 

“My dad was a florist. We did 
tons of weddings, as well as fu-
nerals and births,” Torres said. 
“Flowers are around, always 
living for a short time, as well 
as dying in monumental life 
happenings. They represent the 
cycle of life.”

The audience 
listened atten-
tively, smiling at 
the liveliness of 
the charismatic 
artist in front 
of them as she 
delved into the 
meaning of her 
newest, “Ceram-
ics Monthly” 
featured work,  
“My Other Sister 
Hope.” The large 
figure of herself with flowers 
blooming from the head, golden 
flowers in her hands and black 
flowers at the base, stood beau-
tifully in the center of the room. 

“The flowers blooming from 
my head are like my ideas and 
creativity,” Torres said. “The 
golden flowers are the artwork, 
the beautiful, good things I can 
make. And the black, almost tar-
like flowers are my dark begin-
nings.” 

The gallery talk was followed 
by a reception, in which the au-
dience was free to snack on fruit 
or salad and appreciate the art-
works as well as converse with 
Torres and other art enthusiasts. 

“It must take 
a lot of work 
and dedication 
just to get all 
the details 
together, 
especially 
the flow-
ers,” Chika 
Nwankwo, a 
student and 
graphic de-
signer said. 
“And her talk 
was exciting. 

She’s really fun.”
“The exhibit had a hint of 

the Victorian age with the col-
ors and flower patterns,” Nicki 
Sohn, a visitor from Texas A&M 

Story by Natalia Marfil 
Photos by Eric Yanez

University-Corpus Christi said. 
“I love her creativity. It was al-
most whimsical.”

“The most fulfilling part of 
hosting exhibitions is seeing 
what others see in my work that 
I did not even realize I put into 
it,” Torres said, who at this point 
proceeded to take selfies with 
her art admirers, smiling from 
ear to ear. 

“The art gallery is a place of 
escape, especially for students,” 
Bowen said. “Art itself makes 
life more interesting and leads 
students to contemplate certain 
themes. It creates a conversation 
with the viewer, allowing them 
to develop their own interpreta-
tion.”

 

“Bernadette’s pieces 
are very viBrant, 
quite eye-catching 
and have the power to 
draw people into the 
gallery...” 
-Jeff Bowen
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E
xam stresses, irregu-
lar meals and sleepless 
nights are – unfortunately 
– not something college 

students are strangers to. For 
this reason, twice every semes-
ter the Alfred R. Neumann Li-

brary hosts Study PAWS – 
Pet Away Worry and 
Stress. Study PAWS is a 

program that gives 
students a chance 
to interact with 

registered therapy 
dogs to relieve stress 

during midterm and 
final exams.
The Neumann Li-

brary has partnered with Faith-
ful Friends, a registered therapy 
dog volunteer group, to bring 
in these furry visitors to play 
with stressed-out students, staff 

and faculty for two days each 
exam week. The spring semester 
marked the first anniversary of 
the program. 

Martha Hood, associate direc-
tor for library technical ser-
vices, brought Study PAWS to the 
university. 

“Yale University Law School 
started [a similar program] to 
help relieve stress for their 
students,” Hood said. “It caught 
on from there with other univer-
sities incorporating that idea.” 

To be in the program, the dogs 
have to pass a test and start 
making visits. 

Kara and Anna Osborne, mem-
bers of the Faithful Friends 
program and visitors to the 
university with Study PAWS, take 
their four-year-old mixed-breed, 
Rosie, to retirement homes or 

sometimes hospitalized wings of those 
facilities. 

“The first time I took Rosie [to a retire-
ment home], I was bawling because the 
elderly people get so happy,” Kara Os-
borne said. “One of them was bedbound 
and said, ‘I didn’t even want to wake up 
today, but then I saw that the dogs were 
on the calendar and that’s the only rea-
son I got up.’”

The library offers two Study PAWS time 
slots, one in the afternoon and the other 
in the evening, to ensure that students 
have time to visit. The most popular 
time is during the afternoon. 

Hood said the library received a posi-
tive response from students and faculty 
members. Students have expressed how 
they feel less stressful, and that they 
can feel their blood pressure going down 
after meeting the dogs.

“It was a pleasure joining in [Study 
PAWS], and it was indeed soothing for me 
to come along with my husband in be-
tween mid-exam preparation,” Cynthya 
Pushparaj, biology graduate student, 
said. “It really helped me meeting the 
friendly dogs to relax myself and refresh 
my mind amidst lots of mental pres-
sure.”

She said she would definitely come 
back and would recommend it to her 
friends too.

    t a k e 
        t i m e 

Lucy Lu the Basset Hound shakes paws with Sarath-
chandran. Story and photos by Abhiruchi Jain

4 PAWS

Top left: Kara (left) and Anna Osborne snuggle with Scout the Corgi (left) and Rosie the mixed-
breed. Top right: Olden, a Black Lab/Golden Retriever mix, hangs out with Merlin, an English 
Golden Retriever.

Kim Bonnen plays a game with her terrier 
mix, Junie B.
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