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Improved academic tracking

Students, faculty 
asked to speak freely 

Let’s talk about race
Brandon White

The Signal Staff

On March 18, Senator Barack Obama made 
his “A More Perfect Union” speech. In it, 
Obama addressed a topic he had long tried 

to avoid making the focus of his political campaign 
– the issue of race. He was basically backed into a 
corner in the aftermath of 
the controversial remarks 
made by his pastor, Rev. 
Jeremiah Wright. While 
Obama found Rev. Wright’s 
words “not only wrong, but 
divisive,” he also under-
stood the resentment felt by 
many African-Americans of 
Wright’s generation who grew up before and during 
the Civil Rights Movement. 

“This is the reality in which Rev. Wright and 
other African-Americans of his generation grew up,” 
the Illinois senator stated. “They came of age in the 
late fifties and early sixties, a time when segregation 
was still the law of the land and opportunity was 

systematically constricted.” 
Obama’s speech opened the doors to a discussion 

that found its way to the University of Houston-
Clear Lake April 3, the eve of the 40th anniversary 
of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination. The “Let’s 
talk about race” forum took place in the Student 
Services and Classroom Building.

The event was sponsored by the Women’s Stud-
ies Student Asso-
ciation and the Black 
Students Association. 
Everette Penn, pro-
fessor of criminology 
and BSA adviser, felt 
as though the event 
was a well-needed 
program because 

race is still a significant factor here in America and 
it is something that needs to be discussed and not 
ignored in order to bring about change.

“As one looks at the history of the United States, 
race and gender are two constant characteristics 
that have often defined and divided Americans,” 

Jennifer Ferguson
The Signal Staff 

“Choose sides.” “Let your opinion be heard.” “Speak your mind.” 
These were the instructions given by Andrew Robinson, a social work 
major, who kicked off Free Speech Day March 31 at the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake.

From a lectern positioned near the stairway in Atrium I of the Bay-
ou Building, students, faculty and staff expressed their opinions and 
concerns, shared poems and favorite quotes, and repeatedly thanked 
organizers for the opportunity to speak freely.

This was not the first Free Speech Day at UHCL, although it has 
been about 10 years since the last one.  Stephen “Arch” Erich, associ-

ate professor of social 
work at UHCL, decided to 
resurrect the event.

“We want to ask 
people to take the risk and 
engage in free speech,” 
Erich said. “I am really 
touched by the students, 
in particular, who spoke. 

Maybe people will get more comfortable with being loud, say what’s 
on their mind and increase tolerance.”

Topics ranged from political to religious and from education to pov-
erty. Some of the speeches surrounded the upcoming elections, child 
abuse, class warfare, the 120-hour rule, the university’s nondiscrimina-
tion statement, motherhood, immigration, the Trans-Texas Corridor, 
women’s rights and the Texas caucus.

Speakers shared their views and, at times, put out calls to action. 
Many times, those calls were simply to investigate the issues and con-
sider the opportunities for improvement. However, the bottom line was 
the opportunity to speak and listen freely.

“We need to take the opportunity to speak freely about national and 
local issues,” said Joyce Delores Taylor, SGA president. “It is a credit 
to the university and professors for pulling this together.”

“Free speech is a really noble thing,” Erich said. “And while I real-
ly value free speech, so, too, do I value good listening skills. Curiously, 
when I’m around a good listener, I really want to hear what they say.”

While the next date for Free Speech Day has not yet been an-
nounced, Erich would like to see it happen routinely.  To give feedback 
about the event or to inquire about the next Free Speech Day, contact 
Arch Erich at erich@uhcl.edu.

Krystal Mongan
The Signal Staff

Since Feb. 5, the National Survey of Student Engagement, 
otherwise known as NSSE, was e-mailed to every senior at the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake to find what their experiences 
were on campus. 

“[The student’s] opinions and experiences inside and outside 
the classroom will help us continue to improve their learning,” 
said Simone Tiu, executive director for the Office of Institutional 
Effectiveness.

Students can benefit from the survey by identifying areas 
where UHCL needs to improve, as well as areas students see as 
strengths. 

“We want to be able to feel confident that it creates a repre-
sentation of the seniors,” said Darlene Biggers, associate vice 
president for student services.  “We have a diverse student body 
and we want a lot of them to respond.” 

The survey should take about 15 minutes to complete. 
Biggers said approximately 23 percent of the seniors at 

UHCL have taken the survey online.  Her goal is to have at least 
30 percent of the seniors complete NSSE. 

For students who have not completed NSSE online, a hard 
copy of the survey will be mailed to their home address.  

Jennifer Ferguson: The Signal

Carmen Fairbanks, convener of the UHCL Buddhist organization Soka 
Gakkai International Student Association, shared excerpts from her 
memoir about peace and perseverance.

NSSE: continued on page 10

Race: continued on page 10

What students should 
know about NSSE

Ericka Paetz
The Signal Staff 

Trying to keep up with schedules and class work 
can be difficult for college students, let alone trying 
to figure out all of the ins and outs of the college 
academic system. Things may be getting easier, 
however, for University of Houston-Clear Lake stu-
dents with the scheduled introduction this fall of the 
new PeopleSoft academic advising module. 

The new system, says Yvette Bendeck, associate 
vice president of enrollment, will provide an easier 
transition for students and the university during and 
after the enrollment process. The new module will 
provide both students and the school with the ability 
to monitor academic progress, which Bendeck said 
“will eventually lead to better scheduling.”

For students, this new system is also meant to 
ease the advising process by providing a degree 
progress report, which will allow students to view 
their current transcript online, Bendeck said. The 
new advising system will also include information 

such as which transferred hours have been accepted 
by the university, where those hours will be credited 
toward the student’s degree plan, and which course 
requirements, accumulated along the way, students 
have or have not met. 

“It gives the students an inordinate amount of 
information and the ability to look at precisely where 
they are at – where they’re headed – and it reduces 
the amount of uncertainty,” Bendeck said. 

That uncertainty could lead to students taking 
unnecessary courses that do not count toward their 
degree, or not taking courses at appropriate times in 
the year, which could slow them down in the gradu-
ation process. 

One student, Joyce Delores Taylor, graduate 
cross cultural/women’s studies major and Student 
Government Association president, agrees that the 
new advising system would have been very benefi-
cial during her academic career.

“Knowing ahead of time what courses are re-
quired for a degree plan would allow me to properly 

Advising: continued on page 10

Japan Festival
See page 12

Walking With Dinosaurs
See page 4

Chili Cook-Off
See page 7

     As one looks at the United States, 
race and gender are two constant 
characteristics that have often defined 
and divided America.

“
” Everette Penn

   We need to take the 
opportunity to speak 
freely about national 
and local issues.

“
”Joyce Delores Taylor
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Sometimes when I am teaching a class 
and trying to make a point I remember 
that someone – Shakespeare, or Voltaire, 
or Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., for instance – has 
already made the point much more elo-
quently than I can.  So I ask how many 
have read Othello, or Candide, or Slaugh-
terhouse Five.  There follows an awkward 
silence.  People look around sheepishly and 
finally three or four out of a class of twenty 
five raise their hands.  Mind you, these are 
humanities students – juniors, seniors, and 
graduate students.  

For years I have heard my colleagues 
pose the agonized rhetorical question 
“Don’t people read any more?”  The an-
swer, as far as I can tell, is “No, not much.”  
Based on the evidence of 24 years teaching 
at the collegiate level, it appears to me that 
cultural literacy, which is achieved by read-
ing, is low and in a state of steady decline.  
Now, nobody can read everything.  I have 
never read Proust, and I may never get 
around to it.  I once tried reading War and 
Peace, but after plowing through seventy or 
eighty pages of Russian names, I gave up.  
In fact, there is no one absolutely indis-
pensable book that everybody must read.  
But ... if Facebook is your favorite book, 
you have a problem.

We all have seen the video of the 
American Idol ninny who, on a game show, 
was asked what European country has 
Budapest as its capital.  She replied that she 
thought that Europe was a country (Coun-
try?  Continent?  Same difference, right?).  
When told that the country was Hungary, 
she seemed to think that somebody was 
asking who was hungry.  Somebody should 
have tossed her a plate of goulash.  Well, 
maybe she doesn’t need to know Budapest 
from Rid-a-Pest.  After all, she’s going 
on to fame and fortune as a singer, right?  
We’re not that ignorant, are we?  Are we?  
According to Susan Jacoby, author of the 
recent book The Age of American Unrea-
son, many college students cannot locate 

Israel, Iraq, or Syria on a world map.
What is true of geography holds for 

almost every other subject.  Items of “com-
mon knowledge” in science, literature, and 
history are no longer common knowledge.  
Even more amazing to me is how little is 
known about the Bible, even though we are 
supposed to be in the “Bible belt.”  In one 
class I made reference to the story of David 
and Bathsheba and drew blank looks from 
my students.  Come on.  This story is pure 
soap opera (very good soap opera) and it 
is right there in the Bible (Second Book of 
Samuel).  

Right off the top of my head, here are 
five questions that, I think, every college 
student should be able to answer:

1. Who were the two legendary found-
ers of Rome?

2. Which Polish astronomer of the 16th 
Century proposed that the sun, not the 
earth, is at the center of the universe?

3. What year did William the Conqueror 
invade Britain and defeat the Saxons at the 
Battle of Hastings?

4. Which president of the United States 
offered Americans a “New Deal” to combat 
the woes of the Great Depression?  

5. Which literary character said “To be, 
or not to be?  That is the question.”?  

Well, suppose you never heard of 
Romulus and Remus (1st question), or 
have forgotten all about Copernicus (2nd 
question), and the year 1066 (3rd question) 
just never stuck in your head.  So what?  
After all, Franklin Delano Roosevelt (4th 
question) died a long time before you were 
born and Hamlet (5th question) is only a 
fictional character.  Why does it matter if a 
college student cannot answer these ques-
tions?  Because we cannot communicate 
if we don’t share some basic knowledge.  
When I try to explain a difficult point to 
students, I can only explain the unknown 
by building on the basis of what, so I 
presume, they already know.  But if my 
presumption is wrong, and the students are 
not familiar with the very terms of my ex-

planation, then my explanation is worthless 
to them.  For instance, if I tell them that the 
revolution that Kant brought about in phi-
losophy was like the revolution Copernicus 
brought about in astronomy, this means 
nothing if they don’t know who Copernicus 
was.  By the time you get to college, you 
have to know something (quite a lot, really) 
before you can learn anything else.          

Not only do students not read much, 
some actually express an active hostility 
towards reading.  One student in one of 
my humanities survey classes a few years 
ago, for unfathomable reasons, prefaced 
the answer to an exam question with the 
comment that she did not like to read.  But 
being able to read is half the benefit of 
being human.  As far as I am concerned, if 
I couldn’t read, I’d just as soon be running 
around the Serengeti with the hyenas and 
wildebeest or swinging through the trees 
of the rainforest.  To me, one of the sadder 
things in life is a home with no books.  
Without reading life would be like philoso-
pher Thomas Hobbes’ description of the 
state of nature: solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, 
and short.

Why should you read?  Not because 
some snooty egghead professor is telling 
you to, but because you owe it to yourself.  
Aristotle observed long ago that humans by 
nature want to know.  Curiosity is a natural 
human trait that, with proper nurture, 
can grow and flourish throughout life.  It 
sprouts vigorously in young children, but in 
many adults it is in a sadly withered state.  
The way to keep your natural curiosity 
alive is by indulging it.  Further, unlike 
indulgence in pizza, ice cream, or beer, you 
never reach a point where it is bad for you.  
The more you learn, the better it is.  There 
is no such thing as “too much.”  Of course, 
you still have to make a living, drive your 
kids to the doctor, cut the grass, etc., but 
your life will be better if you turn off 
“American Idol” and read a good book.

What is a “good book?”  Well, maybe 
the first good book you need to read is the 
Good Book itself.  Read the Bible (this is a 
very odd suggestion coming from a liberal, 

atheistic professor).  I mean really read it, 
even the hard parts (well, you might cut it 
short on some of the “begats”).  Also, ex-
ercise the privilege that Martin Luther and 
the Protestant Reformation won for you:  
Read it for yourself, and don’t just swallow 
somebody else’s interpretation.  It doesn’t 
necessarily mean what your preacher, 
priest, or rabbi says it does.

But, as Spencer Tracy said in Inherit 
the Wind, “The Bible is a good book, but 
it is not the only book.”  What else should 
you read?  I once had another student write 
on an exam that in his opinion high school 
students should not be required to read 
Shakespeare.  I fully agree that they should 
not be required to read Shakespeare.  It 
should be a privilege they have to earn.  
Nobody, nobody understood human beings 
better than Shakespeare.  Every render-
ing of every character is just right.  Kings 
and clowns, sinners and saints, knights 
and knaves (and knights who are knaves) 
are all depicted unforgettably.  Why read 
Shakespeare?  Why have friends, or take 
vacations, or play with puppies and kittens?  
Because life will just be so much more 
dismal if you don’t.     

What else should you read besides the 
Bible and Shakespeare?  Well, of course, 
I could list all the great authors of the 
great books, but, really, any serious fiction 
or nonfiction will do fine.  Read a novel 
by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. or Toni Morrison, 
or John Updike.  Read a good history 
of World War II, or one about life in the 
Middle Ages, or the story of the civil rights 
movement.  Read a book about an ancient 
civilization, like Egypt, Greece, or Rome.  
Read a book about someone else’s religion, 
written by someone who practices that reli-
gion.  Read a biography of Albert Einstein, 
or Abraham Lincoln, or Queen Elizabeth 
(I or II).  Read a book on the big bang, or 
dinosaurs, or the brain.  Cancel your sub-
scriptions to People and Reader’s Digest 
and read good magazines, like Harper’s, 
or Scientific American, or the New Yorker.  
Basically, just read – omnivorously.  The 
life you improve will be your own.                                                     

COMMENTARY: Why You Should Read

Correction

In the March 31 issue 
of The Signal, the page 
10 article titled “In-
ternational Student 
Symposium” stated 
that the symposium 
was started by Imee 
Liong when in fact it 
was started by our 
very own University 
of Houston-Clear 
Lake career services 
center	in	the	Office	
of Career and
Counseling.

The Signal staff members share 
uncomfortable situations they have 
experienced due to race issues. Join the 
discussion by logging onto The Signal blog at: 

www.myspace.com/signal_UHCL

My uncomfortable experience 
dealing with race occurred when I 
attended high school in San Diego, 
Calif. At my school the majority of 
the students were Asian and I, as a 
Caucasian, was in the vast minor-
ity. At that point in time I learned 
that racism crosses more barriers 
than the typical Blacks and Whites. 
Being a minority, I also became an 
outcast and because I was brought 
up in an English speaking house-
hold and in a different culture I 

was never accepted by most of the 
other students. Despite my own 
experiences and open mind, there 
will always be individuals who 
expect racism because of their past 
experiences and will never accept 
that not everyone is judgmental.
–Tosha Griffin–

Race issues have always been a 
sore subject for me. Throughout 
various stages of my life I feel as 
though I have been a victim of 

both racism and reverse-racism. 
What I’ve learned is that no matter 
what side of the issue my skin 
color lands me in – without my 
consent – having strangers make 
assumptions regarding my intel-
ligence, economic status or social 
affiliations feels like crap. 
–Cryss Godoy–

I have never felt the victim of dis-
crimination, but I have seen those 
around me become a victim to dis-

crimination. More than once I have 
seen people associate the inability 
to speak the Engish language as 
a lack of intelligence. I never 
understood why people would as-
sume if you don’t speak English in 
a country that doesn’t even have a 
national language, they would as-
sume you had a lower intelligence.
–Amy Garcia–



On March 18, many people, including
myself, sat in awe of a young senator from
Illinois and the issue he undertook: race in
America. Forget the fact that he is current-
ly running for the presidency of the United
States of America. You can even forget the
fact that he was under intense pressure
from the media to basically disown his
pastor who had recently made extremely
controversial remarks on a national stage.
The fact that an African-American stood in
front of the entire nation and
spoke on the issue of race and
race relations here in America
completely dumbfounded me. 

Obama could have easily
bowed to pressure from the
media and disowned Rev.
Wright. He chose to do what
nobody expected. He chose to
use the opportunity to speak
to a national audience to
prove a point regarding race
relations rather than bash his
pastor. Not since Martin
Luther King, Jr., has someone stood in the
national spotlight and so eloquently spo-
ken on this issue. And here, in 2008, a
man running for the highest office in
America had the courage to ignore the
issues of his campaign for a few minutes
and talk about something that has plagued
this nation since its birth. 

Thursday afternoon I sat at the “Let's
talk about race” forum sponsored by the
Black Students Association and the
Women's Studies Student Association and
heard some wonderful and positive things
from the well-educated students and pro-
fessors here at UHCL. At the same time, I
heard a few things that disturbed me. Then
I heard a statement that was unlike any-
thing I had heard all day.  The person who
made it gave everyone in the room a legiti-
mate reason for those disturbing state-
ments- why they were made and why

everyone in the room needed to hear them.
He said the reason is that people, of all
different races, tend to stay in their own
little corners with their own little ideas and
feelings about people who come from dif-
ferent backgrounds, cultures and nationali-
ties than themselves; until somebody is
willing to come to the table and bring all
of their thoughts, ideas, concerns and per-
sonal experiences with them, nothing is
going to change. We are going to be in the

same boat we have been in
for the past 300 or so odd
years. Then I came to a
decision of my own right –
at that very moment – he
was absolutely right.

Sen. Obama's speech
challenged every American
to do something that my
generation has never really
been challenged to do. He
challenged us do some-
thing that maybe we, as
Americans, have been

scared to do since the civil rights move-
ment. We need to talk about race. It seems
as though our society has become so polit-
ically correct that it makes us uncomfort-
able to talk about issues that are way past
due for discussion. But until we do, this
problem is never, ever, going to go away.

I like the title of the event last
Thursday, “Let's talk about race.” Come
on. Let's talk about it. Let's put all of our
feelings about our differences into an intel-
lectual discussion. Let's face it, if we are
to have “a more perfect union,” we need
some unity, don't we? In a country where
we have so much diversity, we should be
enjoying each other's differences and
learning from one another, not hiding in
our own corners. This is the land of the
free, home of the brave. We should be
brave enough to do that much.

Originally, I had planned to write a
column this week about growing up. A
recent bout of bursitis, unexpected finan-
cial issues and a seemingly endless list of
class assignments all fused together this
semester, making me feel
as though growing old
was becoming inevitable.

I had begun to feel
much like Peter Pan's
Wendy upon being told
she would be sleeping her
last night in the nursery. I
was fairly sure, however,
there would be no gravity-
defying literary character
flying in through my win-
dow to save me.  

Upon returning from a
state conference for journalism students,
where I was supposed to be writing that
other column, serendipity brought the
friends in my closest circle together for
an evening of laughter and reflection. I
had visited the Aggie Bonfire Memorial
in College Station Saturday morning
without anything but my cell phone in my
pocket. When I read a poem written by
Lucas John Kimmel, a freshman victim
of the bonfire tragedy, I found one line to
be particularly profound. It read: “Take
hold of the world and go for a ride, 'cause
not all men live, but everyone dies.”

In lieu of paper and a pen, I sent a text
message containing the line from
Kimmel's poem to a close friend. Upon
reading it, she forwarded it to another
friend, who, in turn passed the message
on to a family friend, who sent the mes-
sage along to my old roommate. Within a
couple of hours of my getting home that
evening, all four had made their way to
my place.

For the first glass of wine, we spoke
over one another and interrupted each
other's stories just trying to get caught up
on what had been going on in our lives.
As it turned out, we had all been having a
rocky year. After realizing we weren't
alone, we started taking inventory of the
various problems we had been growing
through recently. That's not a typo. 

We had all been dealing with issues
that couldn't be worked out overnight.
Life-altering events like divorce, bank-
ruptcy, unemployment and parenting
issues for which there are no easy fixes
had been taking a toll on all of us. Yet not
even one of us was sitting in a fetal posi-
tion in our closet or feeling totally defeat-
ed by issues currently at hand. 

Through the next glass of wine (and

most of the third), we teased each other
about past love interests, career choices
and hair styles. We even ran down a list
of the many times we unwittingly acted
more like our shoe size than our age,

especially in public. By the
time we set out the coffee
pot, I had gone from feeling
like Wendy to feeling more
like Peter with his shadow
securely fastened and ready
to fly.

The following is a sum-
mary of the recommenda-
tions made by the first annu-
al meeting of the Godoy
Anti-Maturity Alliance for
achieving temporary states
of youthfulness: 

1. Try seeing things through a child’s
eyes. One way to accomplish this is to
attend large-scale events designed to
entertain children. As intellectuals, we
tend to focus the view
of the world through a
realistic lens. Stop for
just a few hours at a
time: imagination
required.

2. Play. Gather your
friends together and
play games that raise
your heart rate: basket-
ball, flag football, water
polo and even golf.
Especially on the days
when you're feeling
blue, dragging yourself
to the
court/field/pool/course
can pay huge emotional
dividends. 

3. Learn to laugh at
yourself, especially “in
the heat of the
moment.” 

4. Let your friends
laugh at you. They are
going to, whether you
like it or not.

So, when carrying
the weight of the world
on your shoulders caus-
es you to feel like
you're aging too quick-
ly, remember even
Peter lost his shadow
once. Reclaiming it led
Wendy, John and
Michael” (“Peter's
friends) to begin the
adventure of a lifetime. 

Opus by Berkeley Breathed

Peter Pan’s Clan Anew

Striving to create a
more perfect ‘union’

Lost Boy Wisdom by Julie Bray

The Signal

Cryss Godoy
The Signal Staff

Brandon White
The Signal Staff
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The Art Gallery, located on the first floor of the Bayou 

Building across from the University Police office, is cur-

rently home to artistic creations by art educators within 

the Clear Creek Independent School District.

The exhibit runs through May 16 and features works submit-

ted by 11 art teachers from four area high schools. Many of the 

artists are UHCL alumni and former students of Nick de Vries, 

gallery director and professor of fine arts. 

The intimate gallery casts a warm, inviting ambiance for all 

who enter to peruse the mixed media that hangs on the walls. 

Vibrant and muted tones artfully coexist due to careful planning 

by UHCL faculty.
“Each installment takes extensive planning,” de Vries said. 

“From deciding on an idea for an installment, to getting artist 

participation, to getting the press release and invitations out 

takes about 12 months.”

Deciding on what type of art should fill the gallery is not a 

flippant task either.
“As director of this gallery, I want to feature individuals or 

groups of individuals who are in some way related to UHCL,” de 

Vries said. “First I think about the quality of the work and if it is 

logistically feasible to install their work.”

The current exhibit showcases paintings and sculptures 

made with mixed media, drawings and watercolors. An eye-

catching sculpture of the Virgin Mary is displayed prominently 

close to the entrance. The creator is Terri Folz-Fox, art teacher 

at Clear Creek High School and UHCL alumna.

“He mentored so many of us who are in the show,” Fox said 

of de Vries. “I attended graduate school here and specialize in 

ceramic sculpture.”
Michael Helfenstein, art and sculpture teacher at Clear Lake 

High School, works with clay and metal. His piece, “Monica the 

Skello,” is a bone-white sculpture of a double bass with skull 

and crossbones for the headstock. He also has a metal piece 

displayed in Downtown Houston at the Engine Room as well as 

some pieces in private collections on the East Coast.

“All my life I’ve played music, but I have evolved past that 

into art,” Helfenstein said. “This is a shrine to my past life.”

The CCISD High School Art Educators Exhibition was intend-

ed to give the artists a chance to have their work featured.

“Most of my life I have been associated with individuals who 

work in the public school arena,” de Vries said. “I have a sen-

sitive spot in my heart for these educators, as they are some 

of the hardest-working and under-appreciated individuals in 

today’s work force. Many of these individuals are extremely tal-

ented, but have very little time to devote to their own artwork.”

Gallery hours are Monday–Thursday, 9 a.m.–6 p.m. and 

Friday 9 a.m.–noon. Admission is free. For details about the 

installment, contact Karen Fiscus, assistant gallery director, at 

281-283-3311.

The Cretaceous Period ended what 
seems like eons ago, yet a tyran-
nosaurus rex trampled down the 

halls of the Toyota Center for six days.  
Audiences watched, stunned, as its gap-
ing mouth let out a growl loud enough to 
shake the bones.

“Walking with Dinosaurs – The Live 
Experience” came roaring into Houston 
last week. The show featured more than 
15 dinosaurs ranging from the armored 
stegosaurus to the personality-filled 
baby T-rex. The performance opened 
the night of Wednesday, April 2, and 
went through Sunday, April 6. Demands 
for tickets were so high that the Toyota 
Center had to add an additional show 
Sunday night to ensure that more Hous-
tonians could see these amazing crea-
tures up close and personal.

The air was thick with 
excitement Wednesday 

night as spectators waited 
for the first ancient wonder 

to appear. The paleontolo-
gist, played by James Roberts, 

started the show by introduc-
ing Pangea, the supercontinent 
that scientists believe used to 
rest in the waters of the ocean 
before it separated into the 
modern day continents. Then 
he directed the audience to 
the beginning stages of di-
nosaur life. Basketball-sized 
eggs hatched and little baby 
dinosaurs dazzled the audi-
ence. But no sooner could 
the paleontologist explain 

them than a liliensternus entered the 
arena and ate one for lunch. And thus, 
the life cycle of the dinosaurs began.

The performance featured real-life 
interaction amongst the dinosaurs and 
left no room for sensitivity to children. 

From violent brawls between carnivores 
and herbivores to Utahraptors eating in-
testines out of a fallen piece of prey, the 
show was as real as it would have been 
thousands of years ago when these 
magnificent creatures really roamed the 
earth.

One of the most thrilling parts of the 
show was a scene between a baby bra-
chiosaurus and an allosaurus. It opened 
with the baby brachiosaurus, standing 
nearly 20 feet tall, being threatened for 
its life by the ravenous allosaurus. But 
where there is a baby, there is a mother.  
With a triumphant roar, she entered the 
scene and came to her offspring’s res-
cue. With her staggering 36 feet of height 
and stretching 56 feet from head to tail, 
she chased the allosaurus away, saving 
her baby from certain death.

A similar encounter ended the show 
with a bang. Baby T-rex, with its cute 
personality and feisty character, chal-
lenged the ankylosaurus, the most 
armored dinosaur that lived, to a duel. 
With a hard ball-like weapon on its tail 
and hard shells even on its eyelids, the 
ankylosaurus was too strong for the 
tiny T-rex.  Luckily for this little one, his 
mother was not too far away. Mama T-rex 
came snarling into the arena, and the 
audience let out a breath-taking gasp. 
Her roar was loud enough to shake the 
entire arena, and with each footstep, the 
floor shook with a bass-filled bang. This 
was enough to ward off the ankylosaur 
and leave the two alone.

Finally, together with no impending 
danger, they shared a touching moment, 
rubbing their necks together to violin-
filled music. This scene was a favorite of 
Sydney Greenblatt’s, marketing director 
and owner of Sydney Greenblatt Event 
Marketing.

“I like the scene where the mother T-

rex saves baby T-rex and then 
nuzzles him/her,” Greenblatt said. “I 
liked that scene in the show because 
I thought it was a lovely interlude and ap-
pealing to the moms in the audience.”

The Houston Rockets and the di-
nosaurs kicked the show off on Tues-
day. Since it was April Fool’s Day, they 
decided to play a good joke on some 
unsuspecting students with a press 
conference to announce the new player 
who would replace Yao Ming for the 
rest of the season. A group of about 40 
home-schooled children were brought in 
to meet the new player.

The children watched in anticipation 
as the 9-foot-tall “player” entered from 
behind the curtain. It was no human, but 
rather, baby T-rex. He wandered around 
the audience, sniffing children’s collars 
and letting out a playful yet intimidating 
screech. Justin Perez, 9, said that the 
baby T-rex was cool but scary. “I like 
dinosaurs, but just in my imagination,” 
Perez said, then added that if dinosaurs 
were still on the earth in present times 
he’d be “scared to death.”

Between the press conference on 
Tuesday and last week’s performances, 
“Walking with Dinosaurs – The Live 
Experience,” made an impact that some 
Houstonians will never forget. Though 
life would certainly be interesting with 
these massive creatures roaming the 
earth, it may be best to keep 
them to a low, robotic 
roar.  

The show is cur-
rently touring the 
country.  For more in-
formation, visit www.
dinosaurlive.com.

Mandy Hess
The Signal
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Above: Baby 
T-rex makes his 
debut on April 
Fool’s Day. Right: Baby Utah-

raptors enjoy a meal 
of dinosaur meat.

Background collage from top left: “Morning 

Star,” Richard Williams, Clear Spring High 

School; “Solitude,” Deena Edwards, Clear 

Brook High School; “Mother of Guadalupe,” 

Terri Folz-Fox, Clear Creek High School; 

“Freedom,” Deena Edwards, Clear Brook 

High School; “Monica the Skello,” Michael 

Helfenstein, Clear Lake High School.
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GALVESTON ISLAND FEATHERFEST

Being from north Texas, the nature, landscape 
and beauty of coastal living never ceases to 
amaze me. Just like learning about a new res-

taurant or vacation spot to visit, I always welcome 
insight to local, sometimes hidden, treasures.

It is common knowledge that Galveston Island 
is situated at the south end of Interstate 45, but how 
many people know that Galveston and Houston are 
located on the 95th meridian, an imaginary line that 
extends from the North Pole to the South Pole?

During this time of year, the 95th meridian serves 
as a super highway for migratory birds and trans-
forms the island into a migratory paradise. Tired 
from the long flight over the Gulf of Mexico, birds 
welcome the water, food and resting grounds of the 
gulf coast to replenish their strength and, for many 
species, to continue their journey northward, thus 
the perfect setting for a birding festival.

FeatherFest is a nature classroom. April 3-6 na-
ture experts, eager to share their knowledge about 
the area, hosted lectures, led field trips and edu-
cated birding enthusiasts from all over the United 
States.

“When [the birds] come through, we want to see 
them doing their thing wherever they may be, what 
feels natural to them,” said Herb Price, vice presi-
dent of Galveston Island Nature Tourism Council. 
“We’re going out and finding what feels natural to 
them.”

I joined a group escorted by Alice Ann O’Donnell, 
the field trip leader, to the East End Lagoon where 
we spotted willets, egrets, spoonbills, neotropic 
cormorants and many other species of birds. From a 
distance, the birds all look the same, but grab a pair 
of binoculars and take second look. Even though 
I was not able to identify the types of birds on my 
own, I listened to the tour guides and was able to 
see the numerous species as they were described.  

There were so many birds with distinct character-
istics, purposes and needs in relation to the environ-
ment. The roseate spoonbill gets its pink color from 
the shrimp that it eats and uses its spoon-shaped 

bill to brush through the water for food. While we 
were standing at the east end of the island, a reddish 
egret landed in the water near a fellow white reddish 
egret and immediately began flaunting, prancing 
and antagonizing the fellow bird. It was as if they 
were two children frolicking in the water and chasing 
each other.

We spent some time at Pier 19 with Susan Knock, 
a field trip leader, and a group of beginning bird-
ers. On Pier 19, known locally as “mosquito alley,” 
brown pelicans, egrets and other birds eagerly 
anticipate the arrival of the boats loaded with shrimp 
and fish that the fishermen so graciously share. 
Here, beginning bird watchers do not have to look 
far and the birds are delighted to put on a show.  

We witnessed two laughing gulls fighting over a 
piece of food and were entertained while observing 
the personalities of the great egrets. They were so 
graceful and sly in their movements as they lurked 
about the shrimp boats hoping to sneak a bite when 
the fisherman was not looking. Each time he walked 
near them, they escaped innocently.  

On our next venture, we witnessed some amaz-
ing creatures at Jonathan Wood’s Raptor Project. 
Wood has a genuine passion and gift for working 
with these enormous birds of prey. Wood migrated 
all the way from New York to Texas to participate in 
FeatherFest for the first time. While he was here, he 
spent some time in the public schools educating 
students about the talents and characteristics of the 
birds.

“Traveling with these birds is like traveling with a 
rock band,” Wood said. “They are the stars.”

FeatherFest was an enlightening experience. The 
next time my family ventures out to Galveston, I now 
have something new to share with them. I may not 
be an expert, but I have a smidgen of knowledge on 
which I can build and, to me, that is what education 
is all about. Through this one event, I have gained 
a greater understanding and appreciation of the 
amazing nature and resources available just a few 
minutes from my house.

Story & Photography
Aubrey Harbin

Design  
Kourtney Pace

Above: A 
great egret 
sits on Pier 19 
in Galveston, 
Texas.

Right: A brown pelican 
patiently waits for a 
handout on Pier 19 in 
Galveston, Texas.

Above: A brown pelican enjoys 
the clear blue sky near Pier 19 in 
Galveston, Texas.

Left: Tiger Wood, one of 
Jonathan Woods’ many rap-
tors at Saengerfest Park in 
Galveston, Texas.

Migratory Paradise 
on the 95th Meridian

Migratory Paradise 
on the 95th Meridian



University of Houston-Clear Lake’s 2008 Cultural 
Extravaganza held March 29 included a good 
base of community, alumni, faculty and staff 

who came out to support performers.  The Bayou Theater, 
which accommodates 500 people, was filled to capac-
ity.  The standing room only section was packed with 
spectators enjoying the 23 acts. More than 50 performers 
provided their expressions of many cultures from around 
the world.

Unless you attended this year’s Cultural Extravaganza, 
you may not realize the tremendous diversity that it has 
showcased at UHCL for around a decade. Enrollment here 
at UHCL includes students from 63 different countries. 

“What this event is really about, in my opinion, is to 
celebrate the persons performing and sharing parts of their 
culture with you,” President William Staples said after 
welcoming the crowd to UHCL. “[What is important is] 
how we educate ourselves about other cultures, not only 
understanding other cultures, but also appreciating other 
cultures. When you travel around the world, and for most 
of you who have, it’s amazing that instead of focusing on 
our differences, I suggest we focus on our similarities.”

Among the 23 performances were “Flavours of Bol-
lywood,” a group of Indian students who presented trends 
in Indian cinema; “Ch Hang Nuco,” a Vietnamese story 
about people in a small village; and “Love Is,” a dramatic 
representation of the message of Christian love toward the 
world.

 Other acts throughout the evening included “The 
Blues,” a solo of American love songs: “My Guy” and 
“Valentine” by Vera E. Blair; “Emancipation Song,” 
by Liz-Ann Howe who took a piece from Dominica’s 
songbird Miquel Henderson’s French song “Africa” and 
fused it with a creative Caribbean dance solo; and “Aaja 
Nachie,” a dance with a classical Indian touch performed 
by Shilpa Pinninti.

The final act was the “Cultural Walk,” which show-
cased various participating countries such as Columbia, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, India, Jamaica, Mexico, 

Nepal, Philippines, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United 
States and Vietnam. Performers wore specific costumes 
that portrayed the many beautiful colors and materials as-
sociated with their diverse cultural backgrounds.

After the show, Atrium II of the Bayou Building 
buzzed with audience members and performers as they 
mingled and enjoyed a large variety of foods including 
samosas, spring rolls, chips and salsa, and special teas.

 “It was a great success,” said Dhruv Chopra, com-
puter science major and office manager for the Office of 
Intercultural and International Student Services. Chopra 
was chairperson for the Cultural Extravaganza.

The Office of Intercultural and International Student 
Services hosted the event in collaboration with other 
UHCL offices including Cultural Arts, the UHCL Alumni 
Association and the Office of International Initiatives.  

Several student organizations participated by per-
forming and providing food and services to help support 
the event. The student organizations involved were the 
Student Government Association, Bilingual Education 
Student Organization, Black Students Association, His-
panics Advancing Culture and Education, Indian Students 
Association, Vietnamese Students Association, Muslim 
Students Association and Baptist Student Ministry.

If you or your organizations are interested in being 
part of this spectacular event next spring, be sure to watch 
for flyers and announcements for more details, or contact 
The Office of Intercultural and International Student Ser-
vices, SSCB 1.203, at 281-283-2575 or IISS@uhcl.edu.
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On April 5, the University of Houston-Clear 
Lake took part in one of the most sacred 
and time-tested Texas traditions – the chili 

cook-off. Twenty-two student and faculty depart-
ments came together on the SSCB lawn to com-

pete in the 20th annual UHCL Chili Cook-Off.
The day started with overcast skies. The 

threat of weather complications loomed 
overhead, but within the hour, the sun 
shone brightly and the party heated up ac-

cordingly. There was something 
for everybody this year. Many 
booths enticed children with 
candy, carnival-style rides and 
the opportunity to soak UHCL 
Police Chief Paul Willing-
ham with water balloons for 
charity. But the UHCL police 
team had worthy competi-
tion in their attempt to draw 
in kids. Several booths had 
games and other attrac-
tions.

“It is hard, the kids always want 
candy,” Willingham confessed as he ac-
knowledged the girl at the next booth, 
completely laden with cotton candy.

 As enticing as it was to soak author-
ity figures with projectile water, most 
patrons were there for the chili. Each 
team had their own special themed booth 

and costumes to go with their culinary 
creations. The Women’s Studies Student As-

sociation had a funky 70’s-themed booth to go 
along with their chili. Angela Klaus, SGA repre-

sentative for the WSSA, said her recipe was 
on the funkier side, hence the tie-dyed 
aprons and disco balls.

Her husband Andrew Klaus admitted 
that they almost added sardine paste to 

the mix but decided that this might make 
the chili a bit too funky. Instead they added 

the Texas brew Shiner Bock to their chili. Smart 
move guys, smart move. In fact, beer seemed to be a com-
mon ingredient at this year’s cook-off. Each booth had the 
ingredients used in the team’s chili displayed out in front to 
avoid any food allergy-related accidents. 

Many booths had more than just chili to tempt patrons’ 
palettes. The Hispanics Advancing Culture and Education 
team had shots of root beer to accompany their gangster-
themed booth and the spicy Italian turkey chili they served. 
The Bilingual Education Student Organization team 
served up a rice pudding, which was 
refreshing after their 

habanero, jalapeno and Mexican pepper 
chili. But some like it hot.

At 1:30 p.m. the hot chili eating 
contest commenced. In the begin-
ning, contestants were given small 
portions of chili with equal amounts 
of hot sauce added. More than five 
different sauces were employed, 
including Frank’s Xtra Red Hot 
and the formidable Dave’s Insan-
ity Sauce, made from habanero 
peppers. Contestants were weed-
ed out fairly quickly. Blame the 
Insanity Sauce. There were some 
mighty red faces at that table that 
afternoon. And before you knew it, 
only two were left, Vietnamese Stu-
dents Association member Mai Pham 
and Beta Alpha Psi member Christian 
Tan. This is when the competition got 
crazy.

“I was away for five minutes, I came 
back and they were taking shots!” said Mo-
nique Medina, a student worker in the Office of 
Student Life, who helped organize the hot chili eating con-
test. 

Pham and Tan went back and forth, each taking shots of 
hot sauce. Onlookers were amazed and cheered on these 
two. In the end, a tie was declared because neither Pham 
or Tan would leave the table. Nothing brings out the bold in 
people like Dave’s Insanity Sauce, apparently.

Most everyone else had a more casual time. Many could 
be seen relaxing in the shade having an excellent time with 
friends and family. The kids were all running around, many 
squirting water guns, and some were at the DJ booth to 
sing karaoke. Even Willingham got up and sang one of his 
favorite country tunes. But eventually 4 p.m. drew near and 
the awards ceremony began. Student Life Event Organizer 
Michelle Kaltenbach announced the winners. 

Winning best chili, along with several other awards, was 
the WSSA team with their funky 70’s creation. Second place 
was awarded to the Association for Childhood Education 
International, who incidentally just won four awards at the 
ACEI Annual International Conference and Exhibition in At-
lanta. And coming in at third was The Management Associa-
tion with their Dante’s Inferno chili.

With the awards given out, the chili eaten and the chil-
dren’s behavior almost maintained, the UHCL 20th annual 
Chili Cook-Off came to a close. A day that began overcast 
turned out to be bright and vivacious. If you missed out, and 
trust me you did miss out, then you will have to wait until 

next year. And remember chili enthusiasts: if 
you can’t stand the heat, then you probably 
wouldn’t like Dave’s Insanity Sauce. 

Jessica 
Diese, Phi 
Theta Kap-
pa member, 
entices chili 
enthusiasts 
with cotton 
candy.

Andrew Robinson, 
SGA rep. for the 
SWSO, gets down with 
his bad self.

Michelle 
Kaltenbach, 
student 
life event 
coordinator, 
annouces the 
winners.
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RESOLUTIONS: How’s It Going?
Amy Parnell

The Fitness Zone

“You don’t get to choose how you’re going 
to die. Or When. You can only decide how 
you’re going to live. Now.”

Joan Baez, folksinger, outlines the funda-
mental truth to New Year’s Resolutions, and 
why the thought of challenging yourself to 
achieve intrinsically drives people to make and 
work earnestly to keep New Year’s Resolu-
tions.

In a University of Washington Survey 63 
percent of people are able to keep their number 
one resolution after two months.  So, what 
happens in March?  After a hopefully restful 
Spring Break, this is a great time review the 
resolutions or life changes you desired to make 
in your life during 2008.   

Just a little review of the January article 
concerning resolutions and life changes:

1. Concrete goals; truly commit to an 
achievable concrete goal.  Be honest with 
yourself in the beginning.

2. Small Steps; create a plan to implement 
your concrete goal.  Decide in six months to 
update or change your commitment level.

3. Notice the word choices for your Life 

Changes; try not to judge yourself harshly. 
Now it’s a great time to review your list of 

resolutions and begin to access those that re-
ally need to happen this year and what perhaps 
can wait until later in the year or even next 
New Year.  If you are cringing at the mere 
thought of looking at your list (or can’t even 
find it), let go of believing you ‘should’ve’ 
met these ‘goals’ and instead, approach the list 
with a compassionate heart, remembering why 
you chose these resolutions.

1. Streamline your list: pick one thing as 
a number one priority.  If you have several 

lifestyle changes on your list, choose just one 
at this point to focus on, you will be amazed 
by your progress.

2. Make a pro and con list of those changes 
you have met: reflect on how these changes are 
improving your lifestyle.  If you haven’t no-
ticed many positive changes perhaps making 
the list will help you raise your own aware-
ness of the positive changes you make daily 
through your choices.

3. Create a plan for slips and setbacks: 
okay, so you’re not ready for a marathon, what 
about an upcoming 10K, what you it takes 
to make that happen.  Setbacks are natural...I 
resolved to give up Diet Cokes last year, well 
that didn’t happen, I could beat myself up or 
realize that losing my mother to cancer really 
shook my world and instead I created a plan to 
reduce the amount of soft drinks in my daily 
intake and create a relationship with water 
everyday.

The most important element to life changes 
or resolutions is to truly find the desire to 
choose your life, right now, and give yourself 
a break while you are in the process.

Peace,
Amy

CAMPUS
CALENDAR

PARNELL

April 14
Speaker Series:  Aerospace
Applications of Plasma Physics,
7 p.m., SSCB 1.100.03

April 15
Social Services Networking
Reception, 5-7 p.m.,
Bayou Garden Room
Sign up deadline:  April 9, 5 p.m.
Call 281-283-2590.

Writing Center Workshop:
Grammar Refresher,
5-6 p.m., SSCB 2.105

April 16
Cinco de Mayo Celebration, 
11a.m.-1 p.m., UHCL Alumni Plaza
Featuring food, mariachis, guest 
speakers and music.

Career Services Workshop:
Successful Interviewing,
5-6 p.m., SSCB 3.101
Registration encouraged.
Call 281-283-2590.

April 16-18
14th Annual Student Conference 
for Research & Creative Arts
To find out about events, times
and locations call 281-283-3374. 

April 17
Co-Op Orientation Session,
10-11 a.m., SSCB 3.101

Registration Deadline for
Foreign Language Courses,
noon-1 p.m. and 6-7 p.m.,
Bayou Atrium I
Classes run April 21-June 6.
For information call 281-283-3033.

April 19
Film & Speaker Series: The Savages,
7 p.m., SSCB Lecture Hall
Speaker TBA
Regular admission: $3.50

April 21
Fireside Forum on Student
Enrollment, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 
Bayou Forest Room

April 23
Career Services Workshop: Salary 
Negotiation, 5-6 p.m., SSCB 3.101
Registration encouraged.
Call 281-283-2590.

April 24
Environmental Lecture Series:
The Relationship Between
Environmental Characteristics & 
Invasive Fish in Selected Tributaries 
within the Clear Lake Watershed, 
noon-1 p.m., Bayou Garden Room
RSVP requested.
Call 281-283-3950.

April 25
Natural Science Seminar,
12:15 p.m., Bayou 2512
For info e-mail masood@uhcl.edu.

April 26
Alternative Certification
Program Informational Meeting,
9:30 a.m.-noon, Bayou 2512
Call 281-283-3612 for more info.

IMPORTANT
REGISTRATION DATES 
FOR FALL & SUMMER 2008 

April 14-24
Summer and Fall 2008
Early Registration

April 25-June 6
Summer 2008 Open Registration 
(ends at noon June 6)

April 25-August 22
Fall 2008 Open Registration

For further assistance contact:
M. Hunt at 281-283-3375 or huntm@uhcl.edu  or  P. Goyarzu at 281-283-3390 or goyarzu@uhcl.edu.

UHCL student publications wins 28 awards

Tracy Moody: The Signal

Journalism students from the University of Houston-Clear Lake visited the Aggie Bonfire Memorial site at College
Station, Texas. The memorial commemorates the 12 young lives claimed and 27 people injured by the tragic accident of 
Nov. 18, 1999. The UHCL students majoring in communication were present to compete at the 2008 Texas Intercolle-
giate Press Association awards held April 3 - 5. UHCL student publications won 18 state awards at TIPA and an additional 
10 awards at the national Columbia Scholastic Press Association competition.  For the full story and list of all the award 
recipients, visit The Signal Web site at http://www.uhcl.edu/thesignal.

APRIL 16-18
Bayou Atrium II, Levels 1 & 2

To find out more about the conference, check out
this week’s online edition of The Signal at

http://www.uhcl.edu/thesignal.



Julie Bray: The Signal

Lisa Moore, accounting major, reviews her academic transcript online. The new PeopleSoft academic advising 
module will keep students better informed of their degree progress.
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Race: continued from page 1

NSSE: continued from page 1

Advising: continued from page 1

Penn said. “This weekend I was in Money, Miss., 
where Emmett Till was brutally murdered in 1955 
for whistling at a white woman. I was also in Little 
Rock, Ark., where federal troops were required to 
enforce the law of integration and I was in Memphis 
remembering the death of Dr. King. I saw hope as 
thousands from all racial and ethnic backgrounds 
gathered together. I could not help but believe ‘the 
dream’ is materializing; yet 
the dream will truly be real-
ized when a person’s skin color 
is not the defining measure of 
their worth. Instead, I hope for 
the day when race and ethnic 
differences are assets to enhance 
any personal relationship, cor-
poration, organization and, of 
course, our country.”

The panel for the forum 
consisted of Joel Carter, cross 
cultural graduate student at UHCL, and Kim Case, 
assistant professor of psychology and women’s 
studies. The forum started with the panel replaying 
Obama’s speech. Afterward, the floor was open to 
a variety of issues regarding the different facets of 
Obama’s speech, from black and white sentiment 
here in America to individual experiences with race 
issues. Students and professors, young and old alike, 
engaged in dialogue with each other and the panel-
ists, quoting Obama’s words and comparing them to 
their own life experiences.

“No matter what political affiliation you are – 
whoever you are supporting – when you read the 
speech, it’s like when I was growing up watching Dr. 
King’s speech and J.F.K.’s ‘Put a man on the moon’ 
speech,” Carter said. “It was like I was actually in 
history, actually seeing it happen.”

With race being such a controversial issue to 
discuss, the panel felt that the sponsors for the event, 

as well at the panelists and students who participated 
in the event, exhibited a strong showing of courage 
by just taking part in something of this magnitude.

“I’m thankful that people showed up to the 
event,” Case said. “There is a lot of social pressure 
not to. There is social pressure on us [the panel-
ists] not to host it, social pressure on student groups 
not to cosponsor it, social pressure on people not 

to come to it or, if they do 
come, not to say anything 
out loud because somebody 
might say that they are a 
racist or who knows what. I 
thought the event was very 
productive. It is definitely a 
good place to start.”

While the event, in itself, 
was a success in the eyes 
of the panelists, a few of its 
participants felt as though 

something more could be added to it to bring about 
actual change in the minds of those who took part in 
it.

“I think it was terrific that the forum took place,” 
said participant Howard Eisner, associate dean for 
the school of Human Sciences and Humanities. “I 
wish it happened far more often here on this cam-
pus. The thing that I would like added to a forum 
like this is the opportunity to hear people with other 
visions of the U.S. or race or the election so that the 
conversation can be extended beyond a group of 
people who agree with themselves to begin with to 
a conversation amongst people of differing opinions 
but with enough leadership from people like Dr. 
Case and Joel so that it winds up being enlighten-
ing rather than a shouting match. But, again, I was 
delighted that this event took place. I look forward to 
a lot more of them. It hasn’t happened often enough 
here on this campus.” 

“I want students to know their responses are confidential,” Biggers 
said. “This is how we can have a clear picture of what the students are 
like.”

Some topics NSSE asks students about are how active they are 
on campus, how friendly or helpful the faculty and other students are 
to each other and what students have done or plan to do before they 
graduate.

 “[NSSE] is usually given to freshman and seniors the same year,” 
Tiu said. 

Because UHCL is an upper-level, two-year university, compared to 
other institutions of higher education, this makes UHCL’s campus more 
unique. 

“There are only four upper-level universities in the United States,” 
Biggers said.  “Our students only have two years to develop a relation-
ship with the university.”

Biggers said the survey is to help see how UHCL compares with 
other universities.

This is a widely used and researched survey throughout the United 
States and Canada.  Since the year 2000, more than 1,200 universities 
have used NSSE.

“There will be a follow-up discussion in the fall with the faculty 
and staff to look at areas in both our strengths and weaknesses,” Big-
gers said.

If there are any questions about NSSE, contact Darlene Biggers at 
biggers@uhcl.edu or Simone Tiu at tiusim@uhcl.edu. 

plan and select courses and to know exactly what 
courses I need to take,” Taylor said. “It would also 
allow me to know, for multiple degrees, which 
classes/hours could be transferred to the new degree 
plan to help me obtain the requirements for gradua-
tion.” 

The system will grant students the ability to con-
tinuously monitor their progress and thus alleviate 
the time spent with advisers focused solely on degree 
audits. However, the academic module is not meant 
to replace the role of the student’s adviser, Bendeck 
said, but to strengthen the relationship between the 
student and his or her adviser. 

“Your academic or faculty adviser will still play 
the principle role, but it gives your adviser more of 
an opportunity to engage in a more meaningful con-
versation with you about your goals and what you 
are trying to accomplish,” Bendeck said. “It will free 
up time and provide higher-quality advising.”

The system will eventually allow for colleges 
to transfer transcripts electronically, making it no 
longer necessary for students to acquire transcripts in 

person or by mail from their previous schools, which 
Bendeck says will help to eliminate human error 
from the current method of manual transcript entry 
into the UHCL database.  

Bendeck presented a visual example of the new 
system at the Student Government Association 
meeting April 1. She explained how students will 
be able to navigate through the module, which will 
be accessible through E-services on the UHCL Web 
site. They can view their met and unmet course re-
quirements as determined by their majors, residency 
requirement stipulations, enrollment status, and even 
a “what-if” analysis where students will be able to 
see how their course requirements would change if 
they decide to change their major. 

The system will be active for students who enroll 
for their first semester at UHCL in the fall of 2008 
and for students who have earned more than 42 
credit hours as of spring 2008. Training sessions will 
be available for students so that they can learn to 
navigate through the new module beginning in late 
summer 2008. 

Nominations sought 
for alumni award

Tosha Griffin
The Signal Staff 

Each year the University of Houston-Clear Lake recognizes several 
of its alumni as being exceptional and having made a contribution 
to the community. 

Three awards are given, which include the university’s Distin-
guished Alumni, Early Achievement and Leadership Service. The 
university also awards Outstanding Professor to a faculty member at 
the university who has made an impact on his/her students. Nominating 
is open to everyone, including community members, faculty, staff and 
students.

“A lot of us know alumnus who have excelled in their profession,” 
said Charity Ellis, director of alumni and community relations. “With 
so much excellence within our university we must recognize these 
individuals to show what quality our university provides.”

Ellis said too few nominate alumni for these awards, but she also 
pointed out, “many students are aware of other alumni who are doing 
great things.” 

The community and university need to be “informed about what 
our faculty and alumni are doing,” Ellis said. The university strives 
to recognize the exceptional actions and contributions that alumni are 
doing to make both the university and community aware, Ellis said; the 
university does so through the Alumni Awards.

“I encourage everyone to nominate an outstanding alumnus or 
alumna for these awards before the April 30th deadline,” said William 
Staples, president of UHCL. “We have more than 45,000 alumni, many 
who have gone on to be leaders in their specific fields. These alumni 
strengthen UH-Clear Lake by increasing the value of education and we 
need to honor them. The Distinguished Alumni, Early Achievement and 
Leadership Service Awards allow us to do that.” 

Nominations for qualifying alumni need to be submitted by April 
30. The annual UHCL alumni celebration dinner will be Oct. 25 where 
the winners will be announced.

For complete details regarding the nominating process, see 
the full story at www.uhcl.edu/thesignal.

   I’m thankful that 
people showed up to 
the event.  There is a 
lot of social pressure 
not to.

“

” Kim Case
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CONTACT THE SGA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL:
Joyce Delores Taylor, President

Michael Phillips, VP–Committee Coordinator
Nida Ajaz, VP–Student Outreach & Communications

Patrick Cardenas, VP–Administration
SGA@uhcl.edu  (281) 283-2556  www.uhcl.edu/sga

On April 8, 2008, the current Student Government Association Executive Council 
held its final meeting for the Spring semester and for the 2007-2008 Administration. 
The EC, and their advisor, Andrew Reitberger, facilitated the Big 3 Shared Gover-
nance Committee Elections and concluded a very successful administrative year. 
Outstanding Student Leader Service Awards were presented to ten of the council 
representatives, and a SGA Today Broadcast was shown that highlighted the year 
in review. The list of accomplishments for the 2007-2008 Administration given to 
the 40+ Student Organization Representatives in attendance included the Fall & 

Spring President’s Luncheons, SGA Day, Nick Lampson’s Tuition Reform Panel, 
the hosting of Chancellor Renu Khator,  the FMC Luncheon, a record making Hugh 
Lea Leadership Scholarship Parking Raffle, and the election of the new Executive 

Council, just to name a few.

Let your voice be heard!
ALL students are invited and encouraged to attend the weekly

SGA meetings, held on Tuesdays in the SSCB Lecture Hall at 11:30 a.m.

2007-2008 SGA Council Meetings Conclude!



The host purifies all utensils and prepares the tea for a traditional Tea Ceremony.
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Japanese
Culture in

HoustonBrightly colored paper umbrellas and the smoky smell of
chicken-on-a-stick filled Hermann Park on April 4-6
during the 15th Annual Japan Festival. 

The reflection pool drew children and adults
alike to wade through the shallow water and cool
off as they were surrounded by the hustle and
bustle of the festivalgoers around them. The
lawn was littered with families getting as
close as they could to the stages while still
staying in the cool shade of the trees.

“The main purpose of the festival is cul-
tural understanding,” said Paul Anderson,
master of ceremonies for the martial arts
stage. “A blending of, or homogenization of,
cultures.”

The main stage hosted musical perform-
ances from the Houston Young Artists and
Tsugaru Shamisen, among others, and dance
performances by Ryu Fuu and the Hanayagi
Japanese Dance Academy. The real crowd pleasers were Kaminari Taiko with their thunder-
ous Taiko drumming. Their energy and sound filled the seats with a group 10-people deep
behind the sitting area. The crowd roared as the performers beat on their drums and encour-
aged onlookers to try out for the group, stating that anyone who could stand in front of a
drum was welcome to be taught and become part of the team.

The traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony also attracted people throughout the day. The
tranquil atmosphere of the Japanese Tea Garden was a refreshing alternative to the festi-
val for those ready for a break from the bustling atmosphere on the other side of the
wall. The demonstration was preceded by a history of the Tea Ceremony. The Japanese
see the Tea Ceremony as a way of life. They have been drinking tea for 2,000 years and
believe in the four principles of the Japanese Tea Ceremony. Harmony refers to the bal-
ance with guests and nature achieved with the ceremony. Respect is mutual between the
hosts and guests and purity is represented in all five senses from the purification of the
utensils to the purification of the body in participation. Tranquility is the last principle
and is reached through the first three principles.

Other attractions included bonsai tree trimming, a martial arts stage with katas and
self-defense demonstrations, flower arranging and origami. A shrine was paraded past
the festivalgoers. The shrine, filled with rice and sake, was a call to the gods asking for
a good harvest.

“The festival is about fostering cultural interchange,” said Tim McGregor, master of
ceremonies for the main stage. “Not just different cultures, but to foster interchange
among the human race.”

The festival overflowed with women dressed in traditional kimonos and even a
few costumed as popular anime characters. The cultural interchange continued
throughout the day as people attended all the events and demonstrations. For those
wanting a bit more culture, the International Festival comes through town this week-
end. To learn more about the International Festival, visit www.ifest.com.

“In this electronic age, we travel less and this is the only time we have exposure,”
Anderson said. “Families bring their kids to a Sunday in the park and the children
hear a different language and are curious.”

Above: Kaminari Taiko performs before a roaring crowd on their taiko drums.
Right: Hanayagi Japanese Dance Academy performed on the main stage.

Story, Photos and Design
by Amy Garcia
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