


Lake Cove, 
Seabrook's 

Premier 
Water-Access 
Community 

Is Now Ready 
For You! 

-··- - -
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Your fa1nily will fall in love with 
Lake Cove's secluded, wooded atm_osphere on 

Clear Lak e's Preferred North Sh ore. Here's why. 
• Enjoy a water-access lifestyle in a small town atmosphere that's away 

from Houston's crime, noise and air pollution. 
• Lake Cove is within Seabrook's city limits, with all city services and a 

lower tax rate than many other water communities. 
• Your children will have the academic advantages of the Clear Creek 

Independent School District, as well as the University of Houston 
Clear Lake Campus. 

• Lake Cove features a community center, swimming pool, cul-de-sac 
streets and homes affordably priced from the $J 40' s. 

LAKE COV E 
Display Homes Open Daily 

Brokers Welcome 

For More Information: 

Ashton Woods Homes 326-4198 

D .R. Horton Custom Homes 326-1200 
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If you're over 55, 
$15 a year can 
buy you: 
Help with filing insurance 
claims. A registered nurse as 
your Seniors Advisor. Health 
screenings. Special Wellness 
Programs. Seniors' discounts. 
·And you'll be eligible for 
savings on travel, car rental, 
vision and hearing care, 
prescriptions and many other. 
services. 
For more information on the Humana® 
Seniors Association and how you can 

Yes! I want to find out more 
about membership in the 

Humana®Seniors Association 
(8,500 local members) 

Name ___________ _ 

Address. ____________ _ 

City _____ Statc Zip....---

Mail to: 

Human~ Seniors Association 
Humana Hospital - Clear Lake 
. 500 Medical Center Blvd. 
_ Webster, TX 77598 

+lumana® ,_ -------------
_,,,.-· 

,,,:/ · 
join, please fill out the coupon and . sc-. / ,,;,, 

sen,d it today. Or call /s,, - ·' ''fW<flllJ//>"''-
•){ I 

(713) 338-3157 I <:';;~'4 ~ ii • 
<1,f ,;,:>· 

,r ,_,.- _ _ <-·--,·· 

,T~r 
\ 

\ 
--- .,'\ftt 

J -:,, f f 

1~i~~1l/ · 1 
r. _ ____, '.rf_*tr -•·~~ .-_ · ~-~ I _.,_~.'.- '°- ::s , ., . . .. -- : '.·· .;J~-, 

3 ' 



1991 SE ROOK 
CELEB TION 

Schedule of Activities 
REX MEADOR PARK 

7:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11 :30 a.m.' 
1:00 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 

7:00a.m. 

8:00a.m. 

12 Noon 
2:00p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

·sATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 
Park Opens 
Gumbo Cook-Off Begins 
Entry forms at Seabrook Classic Cafe 

Parade Begins at Miramar Center 
Parade Marshals: Dayna Steele and 

Lanny Griffith - KLOL 101 
Entry forms at Seabrook Classic ~fe 
Janet Zand the Pluckin' Hombres 
Parade Judging 
Library Marker Dedication Ceremonies 
Frendz 

Trish and Darin 

Gumbo Judging 
The Rounders 
Jr. Medlow and The Tornado Alley 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 
Park Opens - Coffee and doughnuts 
Chili & Brisket Cook-Offs Begin 
Entry forms at Seabrook Classic Cafe 

5K Fun Run 
Entry forms at Seabrook Classic Cafe & 

South Shore Harbour Fitness Center 
The Healers 

The Rounders 

Brisket Judging 
Bert Wills and The Cryin' Shame 

Chili Judging 
·.Grand Prize Cook-Off Winner Announced 

Carnival opens Friday evening and runs till 6 p.m. Sunday. 
Arts and Crafts boothes open 11 a..m. Saturday and 12 noon Sunday. 
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Ritson Mo-rris and 
, . I 

Elmwood Platation 
By Jean L. Epperson 

R itson Morris, a . native of 
Virginia, obtai.ned one 

league of land from the Mexican 
government on November 14, 
1832, in present Harris County. 
The land now encompasses the 
city of Seabrook and a part of the 
north shore of Clear Lake. 1 On the 
bluff shore of Galveston Bay near 
the mouth of Clear Creek, Morris 
built his first home and began his 
plantation, called Elmwood. 2 

This story was written in 
preparation for securing 
the historical marker for 

Elmwood Plantation 
that will be placed at the 
Evelyn Meador Library . 

Little is known about the early 
life of Morris, but family Bible 
records -indicate he was born in 
Nottaway County, Virginia, on Sep
tember 22, 1798. He may have 
been the son of Dabney Morris, 
who lived in Nottaway County, 
because Ritson named his first son 
Dabney. -~ A visitor to his home in 
1836 later wrote that Morris was 
from Lunenburg County, which is 
contiguous to Nottaway. 4 It is pos
sible that Morris was born in one 
county but came to Texas from the 
ot,her . Family tradition relates that 
Ritson was a lawyer, although there 
is no record that he ever practiced 
law in Texas. 5 

Morris appeared in Nacogdo
ches on April 25, 18.29, before the 

6 

Ayuntamiento, and stated that he 
was married, a merchant, a native 
of Virginia a_nd had been in Nacog
doches two years.6 He had married 
Minerva, the daughter of 
Amas and Penelope Edwards, on 
March 2, 1829.7 Amos, the brother 
of Empresario Hayden Edwards, 
had suffered financial reverses in 
Kentucky and in 1828 came to 
Nacogdoches seeking land. He de-

. cided to settle in Stephen F. Aus
tin's colony and in November of 
1829 began the move to the site he · 
had chosen, Davis Point (San Leon) 
in present Galvesron County.8 

In February of 1830, after the 
birth of his daughter Virginia on 
December 24, 1829, Ritson fol
lowed his father-in-law south to 
Galveston Bay. He began develop
ing the site Edwards had chosen 
for him north of Clear Creek. 9 

Anson Taylor, a frontiersman and 
a reputed cohort of Jean Lafitte, 
had built a home at the mouth of 
Taylor's Bayou on Clear Lake some
time before 1830. After burying 
his wife Elizabeth there, Taylor 
agreed to sell his improvements to 
Amos Edwards. 10 Taylor · had no 
title to the land. Ritson hired 
Anthony Junker to live on the 
Anson Taylor place and assist him. 
Twenty-five acres were prepared 
for cultivation and log buildings 
were erected on the bay shore. 11 

· Morris returned tO Nacogdoches 
for his wife and child. Family tradi
tion relates that Ritson and 
Minerva took turns carrying the 
baby as they rode horseback across 
the country, in July; to their new 

home. 12 

Elmwood Plantation 
Beautifully situated in a long

sweeping crescent of the bay be
tween Edwards' Point and Red 
Bluff, Elmwood Plantation was also 
known as Mords' Cove. The land 
was mostly prairie, but part of it 
was wooded and wild game was 
plentiful. Deer, turkey, quail, ducks 
and geese supplied the larder. The 
bay offered fine oysters, trout, red
fish and other saltwater delicacies. 

Morris raised cattle, horses, hogs 
and chickens -on the plantation. 
The 1840 tax list of Harris County 
enumerated 150 cattle, 15 horses, 
six slaves, and title to 3,600 acres 
of land for the ·Morris family. 

Crops consisted of cotton, corn, 
· potatoes and vegetables. The corn 
was stored in log corn cribs, and a 
hand-operated grist mill to grind it 
was erected between two trees. 
Sweet potatoes and some other 
vegetables were piled in different 
mounds and covered with hay and 
cornstalks, then covered over with 
a thick layer of earth to keep them 
through the winter. These mounds 
from a distance resembled an In
dian village, according to a grand
.daughter. 15 

A visitor in 1836 said, "Morris' 
league is a very fine one, on the 
west side of the bay. He raised 350 
bushels of yams or sweet potatoes 
from one acre a.nd from the exper
iment he made in cotton he thinks 
he raised 3,000 (300?) pounds from 
an acre. It is well diversified with 
woods and prairie." 1-1 

We tried to compare 
our Service Guarantee 

to the other banks'. 
But we 

ran into some 
unforeseen problems. 

First 
Interstate's · 
Guarantee: 

Their 
Guarantees: 

■ If you find any error on your account statement 
- we11 pay you $5. 

■ If you have to wait more than 5 minutes in the 
main lobby teller line - we'll pay you $5. 

■ If our Day & Night Teller®ATM isn't working 
when it shoud be - we'll pay you $5. 

■ If you have a question or problem and we don't 
respond within 24 hours - we'll pay you $5. 

■ If you apply for a loan and don't get an answer 
within 24 hours ~ we'll pay you $5 . 

lou see, no other Texas bank guarantees their 
service like we do. ' 

Because only First Interstate has the Goof-Proof 
Banking Guarantee. Which means you'll always get prompt, 
professional, friendly service - or we'll pay you $5. It's our way of 
showing you our commitment to being the very best. 

And part of our commitment to superior service is being there 
for you whenever you need us. That means when you dial our Day 
& Night Banking Service, you can reach one of our customer 
service representatives anytime - 24 hours a day. 

So if you want a barik that's serious about service, come to the 
only bank in Texas that guarantees it - First Interstate. 

Because when ii:Q,~omes to great service, there's really no 
comparison. Contact any branch for details. 

u F'nt Interstate Bank 
FITX We go the extra mi!.e for you.• Member FDIC 

Visit or call one of the- following branches: HOUSTON 1000 Louisiana, 224-6611 , 1301 McKinney, 650-1756, 808 Travis, 
224-6611 , 14600 Katy Freeway, 493-5800, 9702 Bellaire Blvd ., 772-3641, 4010 S. Braeswood Blvd. , 667-9231 , 5625 FM 1960 
West , 444-4400, 12339 Jones Rd. , 890-2180, 13201 Northwest Frwy., 462-2661 , 10225Almeda- Genoa Rd ., 947-8600, 8117 
East Frwy ., 676-1113, 17317 North Frwy ., 444-5440, 935 Gessner, 461-9009, 6872 Hwy. 6 South at Bellaire, 933-1000, 12941 
Interstate 45 N. , 872-1200, 1300 Post Oak Blvd. , 599-8700, 6161 Savoy Dr. , 783-6800, 900 Town & Country Lane, 464-9431 , 
1500 Waugh Dr. , 599-8700, 2075 Westhei mer, 528-5411 , 11041 Westheimer, 781-1981 , 14705 Woodforest Blvd ., 452-5957 
•DEERPARK 715 Center St. , 479-2821 • HUMBLE 123 West Main , 446-9111 • PASADENA3700 Spencer Hwy., 944-9300 
• SEABROOK 1600 Hwy. 146 at Capri Lane, 474-2501 • SPRING 1442 Spring Cypress Rd., 353-5401 • FRIENDSWOOD 
3126 FM 528, 992-1007 • Other Houston area branches: ANGLETON 116 S. Velasco, (409) 849-6404 • CONROE N. Frazier 
at W. Davis Sts., (409) 756-1121 • FORT BEND 2440 FM 2234, 437-1000. 63 offices throughout Texas. 
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The family lived for a few years 
in the :modest log house built in 
1830, then built a larger one on the 
same site. A large two-story house· 
replaced the log house and · it re- · 
mained until about 1885. 15 The 
house of Ashmore Edwards, Rit
son's brother-in-law, was located 
about 100 yards south ·of the 
Morris home in 1836. 16 

A Great Talker and a 
Staunch Texan 

A personable man and a "great 
talker," Ritson earned the sobri
quet "Jawbone" from his contem
poraries.1 7 One story says he was 
known as "Jawbone" Morris from 
his picking the banjo and singing 
the old song beginning: 

Oh, it's work jawbone 
To the bottom of the pot. 18 

A neighbor wrote in his diary 
that the bay area had some rare 
characters , and . named Captain 
James Spillman, David Harris and 

BILL & MARIE'S PLACE 

8 

SINCE 1968 

* Specializing in Down-Home 
Texas Bar-B-Que 

* Air Conditioned * Four 25¢ Pool Tables 
* Darts And More! 

2802 Red Bluff 
Seabrook, TX 77586 

The Village 
Hair Shop 
A FULL SERVICE SALON 

(713)474-9091'. 

Hairstyles for the entire family! 

WALK-INS WELCOME 

474-9711 

Open Mon.-Fri. 9:00-6:00 
Sat. 9:00-4:00 

1422 Bayport Blvd. (Hwy 146) 
2 Blocks North of NASA One 

MELBA R. HELD, Owner 

John (Ritson) Morris. These three 
had entered into a pa.ct, to gather 
around the bier of the one who 
died first and sing Old Rosin the 
Bow. They vo~ed to sing, drink 
wine and make glad the exit of the 
departed. 19 Captain Spillman died 
first at his home on Highland 
Bayou in July of 1840. It has not 
been recorded if the celebration 
took place. 

During June of 1832, Morris 
participated in the skirmishes with 
the Mexican garrison at Anahuac. 
On the second day of the conflict, 
about daylight, William J. Russell 
and Morris, with his double-bar
relled shotgun loaded with buck
shot, crawled up within gunshot of 
the fort and fired at the guards. 
One or two soldiers may have been 
killed and several wounded. 2 ll 

Further clashes between the 
Anglos and Mexicans resulted in 
the withdrawal of the soldiers from 
Anahuac. 

The Mexican fort at Anahuac 
was regarrisoned in January of 
1835 under Captain Antonio Ten
orio. On May 4, Morris set fire to 
the lumber that had been brought 
to rebuild Fort Davis (Fort Ana
huac).21 William B. Travis and 25 
Anglos attacked the · fort and de
manded its surrender. Morris and 
Ashmore Edwards joined the fray 
and the Mexicans were forced to 
leave Anahuac · a second time. 22 . 

1836 - War and Panic 
When Mexican troops advanced 

to the Brazos River in 1836, Mor
ris sent his family to New Orleans 
on the schooner Kosciusko .2~ The 
immediate family consisted of Rit
son' s wife Minerva and three chil
dren, Virginia, Mary Jane and 
Dabney. Dabney, the infant son, 
dted in Natchitoches on August 6, 
1836. 21 

Family tradition tells us that 
Morris and a few slaves remained 

_ at the plantation to take care of the 
stock. Sometime after the family 
. had gone, Mexican soldiers arrived 

The Ritson Morris/Elmwood Plantation historical marker to be placed at 
Seabrook's Evelyn Meador Library. (back row) Mayor Larry King; Sheldon 

- Kindall, Clear Lake Area Heritage Society; Elton Porter and (front i;ow) 
Friends of the Library. 

and captured two slave girls, who 
had run to let the cows out of the 
pen. Morris and the others rushed 
to the shore with a few valuables 
and rowed into the.bay. The Mexi
cans called from the shore to the 
men to come back, but Morris, 
fearful they would all be killed, 
kept rowing well out into the bay. 
The Mexicans found a trunk left 
on the shore and broke it open. 
One of them dressed in Morris ' 
wedding suit. Morris was furious 
but helpless. A number of hours 
later, Morris and his party returned 
to shore. The Mexicans were gone, 
taking the Negro girls but leaving 
the buildings intact. Everyone wa_s 
surprised that the plantation had 
not been put to the torch. 21 

wood Plantation and mentioned 
· 50 Guinea African Negroes im-

Michael R. DeHart 
Certified Public Aaountant 

• Business and 
Personal Planning 

• Accounting and 
Financial Services 

• Corporate Tax 
Returns 

• Corporate Tax 
Planning 

• Financial Statements 

2600 NASA Road One 
Suite 203 

Seabrook, Texas 77586 

(713) 326--1500 . 
' 

. 

. 

Highway 146. 

at NASA 1 

(713) 474-5701 

On April 10, 1836, just before 
the battle of San Jacinto, William 
Fairfax Gray and several traveling 
companions stopped for shelter 
from a storm at Morris' Cove. Mr. 
Gray was a land speculator from 
the United States, and he recorded 
many interesting, descriptive nota
tions in his diary as he journeyed 
through 'texas. He described Elm-

OPEN TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 

Lunch & Dinner Served: 
Tues-Thurs 10:30-9:30, Fri & Sat 10:30-10:00 
Sunday 11 :00-9:30 

Breakfast Served: 
Tues-Fri 6:00-11 :~ , Sat & Sun 6:00-11 :30 

ORDERS TO GO 
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ported in March by Monroe Ed
wards and left with his brother-in
law, Ritson Morris .26 Morris re
ported later that he lost over 120 
blacks, who escaped during the 
Mexican invasion. r 

During the visit of Gray, Morris' 
patriotic fever and lack of service 
in the army culminated in his sign
ing a document donating half of 
his league of land to the infantile 
Republic of Texas. In part the doc-

"S~e me for all your family insurance needs" 

STATE FARM 

~ ..... 
. . 

INSURANCE 
® 

Like a good neighbor 
State Farm is there. 

DICK McKINNEY . 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 

3814 NASA ROAD ONE SEAaROOK, TX 77586 
Office (713) 326-2536 Res. (713) 474-2161 

State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois 

11 am-9 pm 
MON-SAT 

Closed Sunday 

ument reads: 
Whereas the emergency of 

the times requires that every 
good citizen should come for~ 
ward and lend all the aid in 
his power to his country in 
her present struggle against 
Mexico, without which all our 
lands and property may be 
lost ... Relying therefore on 
the future justice of the Con
gress of Texas, I do hereby 
convey one-half of my league 
of land, lying on Galveston 
Bay and fronting on the Red 
Bluffs, to the president of 
Texas and hereby authorise 
and impower him to sell the 
same on such terms as he may 
be able to obtain to raise 
money for the use of the 
government. 28 

It is not known if the Republic 
ever; utilized this gift, as Andrew 
Clopper wrote to his father, June 
27, 1837, that Ritson Morris had 
sold one-half of his league on Clear 
Creek for $12,000. 2') Harris Coun
ty probate records list the Ritson 
Morris estate as consisting of one
half league of land, one certificate 
for a labor, and no debts.'° 

A Famous Visitor 
General Santa Anna's visit to 

Morris ' Cove was probably the way . 
the family remembered it, but it 
was r;iot during the time period 
they recounted. The story goes 
that a few days afte r the Battle of 
San Jacinto, April 2 I, I 836, several 
white men rode up to the Morris 
home just before dark with a Mex
ican prisoner they were guarding 
very closely. The p risoner was 
dressed very roughly and the men 
did not say who he was. They 
stabled their horses and were given 
supper and beds for the night. The 
next morni_ng, Old Savannah, the 
black cook, fixed them a good 
breakfast and they' a ll sat down at 
the table to e~lt. 

Nou • the Morri.r/,11nify hc1d 
"pt1rrot 'U'ho wc1.r ,dro "/..!,Ood 

2515-B 
NASA Rd. 1 
Seabrook, TX 
326-5547 

James M. Hebert 
OWNER 

A Full-Service M_arina O Yac~t Sales & Charter 

BAY AREA PLUMBING 
~ 11,.J-:;t;i_ 
=---~ 

ELECTRIC SEWER ROOTER SERVICE 
AND DRA1N CLEANING 

LICENSED- BONDED- INSURED 
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE 

SINCE 1962 

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 

-11474-28241 ~ 
SEABROOK 

f4~El INFLATABLEBOATS 

• 

YAMAHA MOTORS 
EVINRUDE MOTORS 

· Sales* Service 
,. · Inspection * Repair 

,AVeN al Industrial * Commercial 
Yachting* RV 

Portable Generators 
Marine Hardware 

Yacht Equipment 
Specialties, Inc. 

East NASA Road 1 at Hwy 146 
(713) 474-7129 (713) 474-9009 

A+PLUS 
PRINTING 

1815 Bayport Blvd . 
(Hwy. 146) 

Seabrook , Texas 77586 

713-474-4908 

QUALITY, CUSTOM & FAST PRINTING 
• Brochures • Flyers • Envelopes 

• Business Cards • Letterheads 
• Full Color Printing 

Announcements & Invitations 

Mention this ad for 
10% off first order 

through 1991 

For your next printing Job, 
calf us first. 

talker and he had a way of 
screaming 'Savannah,' which 
sounded very much like rsanta 
Ana,' as the Mexicans pro
nounced it. The parrot had 
not been noticed by the strang
ers until he suddenly scre,tmed 
out for S,tvanriah. The Mexi
can almost jumped out of his 
chair and his face turned as 
white as a sheet. Mr. Morris 
knew the prisoner was Santa 
Ana and told the guards he 
WdS sure of it. They admitted 
to him that he w,1s ,ind told 
him they were taking him to 
Freeport under General Hous
ton's orders. They swore him 
to secrecy until they could get 
him to s?ljety. ;1 

The facts are: 
1) After the battle of San Jacinto, 

Santa Anna and all the Mexican 
officers were taken to Galveston 
Island on the steamboat Yellow
stone, which did not stop along the 

' i I way.'-
2) Freeport, Texas, was not in 

existence in 1836. It was founded 
in 1912 by a group of New York 
investors interested in developing 
sulphur deposits.;' 

3) Santa Anna was held a pri
soner at Orozimbo, the plantation 
home of Dr. James Phelps, until · 
November I 836, when he was 
released to go to Washington, D.C., 
in the company of General Juan 
Almonte, George W . Hockley, 
Benard Bee and William Patton. 

The diary of Almomte says that 
on November 26 they left Oro
zimbo. On November 28 they 
reached the headwaters of Clear 
Creek and on the 29th they came to 
the mouth of the creek and two 
miles distance thereof they arrived 
at the house of (Ashmore) Ed
wards. ' 1 Therefore, the scenario 
with the parrot took place on the 
?,0th of November, I 8_1,6. Santa 
Anna was not a prisoner, but his 
identity was kept secret as his life 
was still endangered by those who 
wished to see him dead. 

ONE STOP SHOPPING 

COURTESY BOOTH ... 
• Free personal check cashing 
• Money Orders• American Express 
• Money Grams 

NCITRITION CENTER ... 
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SEAFOOD SHOPPE ... 
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DELI SHOPPE ... 
Hot meals and full-service pastry 
shoppe, cheese shoppe with fresh in
store made pasta. 

PHARMACY .•. 
Expert service ... we care about you 
and your medical needs. 

GENERAL 
MERCHANDISE ... 

One of our largest departments 
featuring : Video department with 2000 
titles• 24-hourfilm developing (in by 
9 a.m.) with free double prints. 

And, of course, a 
· complete grocery 
department 

Feel the Difference 
••• Go Krogering 
in Seabrook 

l l 



Ritson (Jawbone) Morris died 4) WilliamFairfaxGray,From Vir-
of tqberculosis on September 21, ginia to Texas 1835, Diary of William 
1849, at his home, Elmwood Plan- F. Gray (The Fletcher Young Publish
tation, and was buried in the fam- ing Co., reprint 1965), 158-9. 
ily cemetery. 35 He was survived by 5) Jennie Larrabee, "Recollections 
his wife Minerva, four daughters, of the Settling of Morris Cove and the 
Virginia, Mary Jane, Penelope and Ritson Morris Family," manuscript 

written in 1933 by a granddaughter of 
Ada, and two sons, Osceola and Ritson Morris. Vertical files of the 
Edley. The family continued to live Evelyn Meador Library, Seabrook, 
on the plantation for many years. Texas. 

Andrew Clopper, a neighbor, 6) Robert B. Blake, trans., "Min-
died while visiting the Morris - utes of the Ayunramiento of Nacog
home, and Mrs. Morris buried him cloches, 7 July 1828 to 8 August 183'5," 
in the family burial ground.Joseph Nacogdoches Archives pages 3 77-406, 
Clopper, Andrew's brother, des- Texas S\ate Library, Austin. 
cribed the cemetery as a beautiful 7) Morris and Menard family Bib]e 
place on high ground immediately records. '_ 
back of the garden, shaded by oaks, 8) Eugene C. Barker, ed., The 

Austin Papers (Washington, D.C.: peach, evergreen and other trees. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Joseph carved his initials and the 

d C 1928) II, 68, 69, 74, 481. 
ate (J. • 1853) on a large oak tree 9) MorrisandMenardFamilyBible; 

which shaded Andrew's grave. The Barker,II, 481. 
Clappers placed a headstone on 10) Barker, II, 480 & 481; Young, 
the grave with the following inscrip- S.O. True Stories of Old Houston and 
tion: "In memory of A.M. Clopper, Houstonians, (Houston: Oscar Spring
a Texas Pioneer of 1822, died Sep- er, 19_13), 198; Map of W.P. Harris 
tember 16, 1853~ aged 62 years."36 \and Others, ca. 1837, Rosenberg Li
This stone was visible on the Rosa brary, Galveston, TX. · 
Tod Hamner property on Todville 11) Barker II, 480,481. 
Road until a few years agoY 1 12) Gray, 159. Gray states that 

··--- - 3,000 pounds of cotton to an acre was 
ManydescendancsofRitsonMor- raised at Elmwood. This ·must be an 

ris are respected and prominent error and 300 pounds meant. 
citizens of the Seabrook-Clear Lake 13) Larrabee · 
area today. Several members of the 14) Gray, 159. · 
family still own and live on the 15) Larrabee 
original homesite property on the 16) Gray, 159. 
bluff overlooking Galveston Bay. 17) Frank W. Johnson, Texas and 

_ _ -- Texans (Chicago and New York: The 
Footnotes American Historical Society, 1914), l, 

. 71. 1) Virginia H. Taylor, ed. The 
Spanish Archives of the General Land 18) Ben C. Stuart, "Adventures of 
Office (Austin: The Lone Star Press, a Famed Texas Picaron," undated 
1955), 216. newspaper clipping about Monroe 

2) Russell, Marie. Marriage Records Edwards, vertical files, Rosenberg Li
Harris County 1837-1865.I (Houston: brary, Galveston. 
Privately printed, 1980), 35; Personal 19) Cornelius C. Cox, "The Rem
communication Mary Milby Brown iniscences of C.C. Cox," Texas Histor
on September 17, 1989. A sign reading ica/ Association Quarterly (Oct. 1902): 
"Elmwood" was· on the family prop- VI, 129. 
erty on Todville Road, Seabrook, for 20) Johnson, I, 71. 
many years. 21) Tenorio to Ugartechea, May 

· 3) ·Madeline W. Crickard, Index 18, 1835. John H._ Jenkins ed., The 
to the 1810 Census of Virginia (West Papers of the Texas Revolution (Aus
Virginia: McClain PrintingCo., 1971); tin: Presidia! Press, 1973) I: 117-118. 
Morris and Menard family Bible· 22) Eugene C. Barker. "Difficulties 

of a Mexican Revenue Officer in records, copy in the files of the author. 

12 

·Texas." Texas HistoricalAssociation 
Quarterly (July-April 1900-1901): 199. 

23) Gray, 159. 
24) Larrabee 
25) Larrabee 
26) G~ay, 158. 
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Jean L. Epperson is a retired educator. She 
has had a number of articles published in 
newspapers and magazines including the 
"1834 Census of Anahuac," Southwestern 
Historical Quarterly, February 1989. She 
is currently working on a book about the 
Clear Lake area for Windsor Pttblications 
of California. Jean became interested in 
Texas history early on, as her stepfather 
and half broth ers are th e last of the Harris 
family of t~e name in Hctrris County. Jean 
resides in Liberty County. 

Don't Miss The 
CELEBRATION 

October 5-6 
Rex· Meador Park 

Seabrook Plaza 
Shopping Center 

on NASA Road 1 near Repsdorph 

sa's Mexican 
estaurant 

3138 NASA Road 1 Seabrook 
1001-Pine Loch Clear Lake 

326-1777 286-2200 

Pine Knot 
Phar-macy - G 

3126 NASA Road 1 

326-1558 or 474-4431 

New Crew's Quarters 
Sports Bar 

3136 NASA Road 1 

Spinner's Pizza 

326-6666 . 

Delivery and Carry Out 
Pizzas and Sub Sandwiches 

Movie Shack Video 
SuperStore 

Seabrook's SuperStore 
for VHS Movies and Games 

Reservations 532-2449 

MOTHEQ'S LAUNDRY 
ROOM 

ULET MOTHER DO IT!" 

3146 E. NASA Road One 
Seabrook. Texas 77586 713 / 532-1119 

Snip's Hair 
Company 

Walk Ins Welcome 
3123 NASA Road 1 

Appointments: 326-77_12 

Century 21 

Marilyn Kay 
Properties Inc. 

326-2505 
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The Gang's All Here 

Pictured left to right: Michelle Glaser, Paul Smith, Melissa Crawford, Pam Lab, Evelyn 
Purswell, August Cano Sr., and Linda Hallard. Not pictured, Chuck Pinto, Gail Kline and 
Terry Boldman. ' · 

By Donita ·Morrison 

A nd, what a gang it is! The 
hard-working folks at Sea

brook City H all have the greatest 
camaraderie ... and the most 
enthusiastic interest in "their city" 
and their work! Just ·being in the 
City Hall and talking with these 
people, you know they enjoy their 
work, and that they believe in Sea
brook as a fine place to live and to 
raise their families! 

City Manager Chuck Pinto, with 
the city a year and a half, sees posi
tive growth and development. 
There is increased residential and 
commercial building. The commer
cial building is mostly service
oriented businesses. A key indica
tor is that "they are in full swing 
on a comprehensive plan of the 
city. The next six-month_ contract 
is to redo and develop this com
prehensive plan and process. 
They'll pull together goals, objec
tives and policies to get from Point 
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A to B - with an implementation 
section to enforce the laws to do 
it." 

City' Secretary Evelyn Purswell 
also wears the hats of director of 
administration and assistant city 
manager. She is a state and national 
Certified City Secretary, and has 
served here as an interim city 
manager. She sees the need for a 
new municipal complex, with the 
Police Department and Public 
Works all under one roof. She also 
knows of the need for street work 
to be done, and says that _ may 
require a new bond issue. 

Evelyn remembers well when 
Hurricane Alicia hit. Police Chie.f 
Bill Kerber advised them to pack 
up all records and move out. They 
moved in a closed truck to higher 
ground. As custodian of the records, 
she must take all the disks out. 
Right now, Seabrook has a com
plete set of all disks at another 
area. 

A fond memory of Evelyn's is 

the first Seabrook Celebration in 
1981. The city organized it, and 
they held an anniversary dinner 
for all the former city officials at 
the Community House. Later, the 
Seabrook Association took it over. 
In 1986, their 25th Anniversary 
Birthday Cake float won first prize. 
This will be their 30th year! 

Linda Ballard, recently named 
"Employee of the Year," heads 
Personnel and Insurance Risk Man
agement. She also supervises the 
Employee Share Your Christmas 
Program, which was incorporated 
five years ago and organized by the 
employees. They collect food, 
clothes and toys, and care for 25-30 
families each year. 
, Linda, too, remembers well Hur

ricane Alicia, and that it took about 
a year and a half to get over it! The 
paperwork alone was monumen
tal! _ 

Not only do the employees like 
her, Linda likes her job, and the 
fact that most employees are cross-

trained and can all fill in on other 

jobs. . h " Id ,, 
August Cano Sr. 1s t e o est 

or longest-on-the-job city em
ployee. He's been in the Customer 
Service area of the Water Depart
ment for 25 years. He's been read
ing water meters (with two help
ers ),. fixing water leaks and sewer 
lines all this time. Caµo says, "Sea
brook is going great. It's looking 

h I " up ere. . 
Building official Paul Smith has 

been with the city for six years. He 
is the officer responsible for enforce
ment of building codes. He is also 
flood plain administrator, enforc
ing the regulations of FEMA (Fed
eral Emergency Management Agen
cy) in high-hazard zones. He says 
that Seabrook has four basic flood 
zones - in the C-Zone, there is a 
low probability of flooding; B
Zone is within the 500-year flood
ing plan; and the A-Zone is in t?e 
100-year flood area. The Velocity 
Zone is the wave actio_n and flood 
zone. Smith's job is to see that 
building in those zones is in accor
dance with building codes, etc. He 
says that zoning is primarily a 
social issue whereas building codes 
are a technical issue. Most people 
understand the logic of building 
codes, but not zoning. He must 
also do some "generic" code enforce
ment - like enforcing removal of 
trash and weeds. 

Customer Service Supervisor 
Gail Kline is a seven-year veteran. 
She handles utility billing com
plaints and new customer service. 
Ms. Kline is very "up" about Sea
brook - the city's growth and new 
construction. "Also," she added, 
"people take pride in the city. !1 lot 
of people care. And the busmess 
growth is good, also." . 

Michelle Glaser began work m 
1983 and is secretary to all in the 
Building Department. She's excited 
about the new Lake Pointe Forest, 
Baybrook Thre~, new Lake Cov_e 
and Quintana Roa - all new resi
dential developments. She works 

in fulfilling requirements for plumb
ing and electrical permits, air-con
ditioning, and with permanent 
signs. · • . 

Accounting Supervisor Pam Lab 
brings a banking background _to 
her work. She works with the city 
manager on the budget and han
dling the city's investments. She 
also helps in collections. . 

Melissa Crawford works with 
Gail Kline as a cashier and accounts 
payable clerk. She takes in _the 
water bills and daily cash receipts. 
coming through the city. Melissa 
has been with the City of Seabrook 
since 1988. 

The friendly person you'll see 
when you enter City Hall is T~rry 
Boldman. As secretary-reception
ist, she greets the public _and 
answers all the phones. Terry is 
secretary to the city manager, the 
city secretary and the department 
heads (a one-woman steno pool!) . 
She attends the meetings of Parks 
and Recreation and the Economic 
Development Commissions. Terry 
rents out the Community House to 
the public and sells animal licenses. 
Also, acting as coordinator for a 
master plan for the city (between 
the city and different boards), she 

• prepares Council _packages. 

These, then, are the friendly, 
hard-working people you will see 
when you go in the Seabrook City 
Hall on First Street, across from 
the Community House. 

You may already know that Sea-
. brook has a Home Rule Charter, 
adopted by the voters oft~~ City of 
Seabrook at a _spec:ial election held 
in August 1979 (revisions adopted 
by the voters of Seabrook on May 
5, 1990) . 

You probably know that the 
mayor is · Larry King, owner of 
Regatta Inn Restaurant, and that 
the Council members are as fol
lows : Michael DeHart , Frank 
J ureczki, Michael Landolt, Priscil_la 
Leger, Lois Mohrhusen and Robm 
Riley. 

And, now you know the behind
the-scenes people, that great 
"gang" at City Hall. We salute 
them for their attitude . . . and for 
their continuing outstanding work . 
to keep Seabrook the really nice 
town that it is. 
Donita Morrison and her phy sician
husband moved to th e hay area 17 years 
ago. A t ransplant from Chicago, Donita 
has written fo r local newspapers, Clear 
Lake Area Magazine, ntttion,tl m ,,g,,zines, 
and has worked as a copywriter f or ad 
agencie.i: in Chicago, Houston and Clear 
Lake. Sh e has ihree grown sons. 

Rex Meador Interests wishes 
to thank the people of Seabrook 
j or a successj ul year of growth. 

Our commitment is to make this 
a better place to live, work and play . . 

~~ 
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Golden 
Seafood. Inc. 

RETAIL MARKET 

Fresh Catch Daily 
· 506 Waterfront Dr., Seabrook 

(713)474-2516 

EAGLE GAS & SUPPLY . 
LP GAS - TANKS & FILLING -

KEROSENE - GAS GRILL PARTS 
GUMBO POTS - FISH FRYERS 

(713) 474--4363 
M-F 8-5:30 Sat. 8-4:30 

1201 HWY 146 
SEABROOK, TEXAS 77586 

Proud to be 
Seabrook's Family Physicians 

Arthur D. Anton, M.D. 
Lawrence E. Chapman, M.D . 

2622 NASA Road One 
Seabrook, TX 77586 

326-1621 333-5503 
(Office) (Emergency) 

Bay Area T.V. 
Your neighborhood Electronic 
Repair and Video Rental Store 
wishes to thank Seabrook for 
twenty-one years of business. 
Have a happy Seabrook Celebra- ' 
tion! 

(713) 4 7 4-433 7 
2709 Hwy. 146 Seabrook, TX 

RESOLUTION NO. 88-25 
CITIZEN'S BILL OF RIGHTS 

WHEREAS, citizens of a democracy possess certain inalienable 
rights; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council and employees of the city recognize these 
rights and additional rights which the public possesses as citizens of 
Seabrook, Texas ; and 

WHEREAS, the city wishes to publicly proclaim and recognize these 
rights ; · 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE -CITY OF SEABROOK, STATE OF TEXAS: 

"Citizens's Bill of Rights" 

1. Every citizen has the right to ask questions about any policy or activi ty, 
present or planned, in which Seabrook is involved. 

2. City elected officials and/ or city employees should be available to · 
provide patient, informed answers within a reasonable period of time. 

3. Every citizen is ent'itled to considerate help in the understanding of the 
procedures and codes Seabrook follows and the reasons these proce
dures and codes were· adopted. 

4. If viable alternatives to specific procedures or codes are available which 
will make the citizen's life easier or will reduce the cost or the time 
commitment for the ci tizen, these alternatives should be suggested and 
explained. 

5. Every citizen is always .entitled to courteous, enthusiastic help a,nd 
service by every elected official and city employee whether or not the 
reques ted help or service is in that official's or employee's area of 
responsibility. 

6. A citizen's concern is not an interruption of our work. He is doing us a 
favor by allowing us the opportunity to serve him. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS __j_g_ DAY OF November 1988. 

HAROLD GRAH AM, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

EVELYN PURSWELL, CITY SECRETARY 

THE "NEW" VILLAGE at SEABROOK 

:!( 2200 HIGHWAY 146 

Addwater & Go, Inc. 
26514 1-45 North 
Spring, TX 77386 
(713) 364-0404 
Fax (713) 364-0303 

~oU?lt9~ 
* FUN FASHIONS * 
Casual to Dressy Wear 
_ * Jewelry * Gifts * Accessories 

2200-C Highway 146 
Seabrook, TX 77586 (713)474-3471 

WILDFLOWER.WR E A THS ~ ARRAN.,;.,;EMENTS 

~~TIQUE~ 

.. ~ ~ 
.:z..:z.oo ..A. B AYPORT Bt-V.D. SEAB ROOK.., TX 

( 713) 4-74 - .288~ -~___, ~~ 77586 

~ 

SPACE CITY 
SCREEN GRAPHICS 

(JAN'S T's 'N TOPS) . 
HAS MOVED ONE BLOCK TO 

The "NEW" Village at Seabrook 
SCREEN PRINTING • T-SHIRTS • CAPS • MORE!! 

GREAT PRICES * GREAT SERVICE 

2200-C Highway 146 (behind McDonald'•) Seabrook, Texas 

OPEN I 1 I VISA . 

~~~ !~~~~ 4 7 4-34 7 A~:~~:nR;~~~s 

§~~ 
4~~ 

2200-B Bayport Blvd. 
• Weddings • Gift Items • Balloons 

· • Silks • Corsages • Green Plants 
• Funerals • Bouquets • Stuffed Animals 

0 • COMPLETE FLORAL & DELIVERY SERVICE . 

1'B.lf\0RA 

G 
I 414-5321 I Cha,g-hon, 

MON-FRI 8-5:30 SAT 8-2 - -

PALMS 
, ... ,.- NURSERIES -

• LANDSCAPING SHRUBS 
• BEDDING PLANTS • SHADE TREES 

• LAWN FERTILIZER 

"Welnvite You To Visit Our Store" 
2200 BAYPORT BLVD. 

HIGHWAY 146 SEABROOK 474-7165 
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MEMORIES OF 
SEABROOK SCHOOL 
By Rena Bracewell 

0 ver the years, many advanc
es have taken place in the 

schools in this area, and today the 
children of Seabrook are part of a 
school system that is second to 
none. But many residents in our 
town began their education in the 
little school that from 1930 to 
1965 stood where City Hall now 
stands. And still other residents in 
and around Seabrook, whose mem
ories go back to the 1920s and even 
earlier, conjure up scenes from 
another school - a stark, square
fronted, two-story frame building 
that stood on what is now Har
desty Street. 

Built around 1900, this school 
was part of Harris County Com
mon School District No. 13, but 
was more commonly called Sea
brook Grammar School. Along 
with the library across the street, 
built in 1910, the school was the 
center of community activities until 
it dosed its doors in the spring of 
1930. 

Still clear in my memory is the 
fall day in 1929 when as a first
grader I mounted the three or four 
front steps and entered through 
the double doors, as a generation 
of kids had done before me. To the 
left was the first- and second-grade 
classroom, manned at that time by 
Mrs. Taylor, and to the right, the 
auditorium. Upstairs, grades 3-7 
were divided between two class-

. rooms taught by Mrs. Ashworth 
and Mr. Rogers, the principal. 
Four rooms - that's all it had. 
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Passing by the old school after 
the new school opened, I couldn't 
believe how it had shrunk, and 
wondered . that it had filled me 
with such awe. To my first-grade 
eyes · the most imposing feature 
was the stairs, which directly faced 
the front door, and which went up, 
up., to where the Big Kids had their 
classrooms, and where little kids 
were forbidden to go. The sight of 
the Big Kids sauntering down the 
stairs had an awesome effect. 

The academic load was impres
sive. A 1913-' 14 seventh-grade -re
port card sho·ws students studying 
agriculture, arithmetic, civics, geo
graphy, grammar, U.S. history and 
spelling, and receiving grades once 
a month. After completing gram
mar school, students in grades 8-
11 attended Webster High School. 
Webster, having revenue from 
truck farming, ranching, and later 
from oil, was a comparatively rich 
district, one of the few in the area 
that could afford to maintain a 
high school, and generously extend-

Seabrook School, 1900-1930 

ed its opportunities for higher 
education to neighboring districts. 
Students from Seabrook were trans
ported to high school free of charge 
on a bus maintained by the Webster 
School District. 

Until late in the '20s, the state 
of Texas required children to be 
seven years of age before starting 
to school. This usually meant they 
would finish grammar school at 
14. Any pupil who did not main-, 
tain a passing average was unequivo-

. cally retained, even more than 
once, and it was no uncommon 
situatio~ to find seventh-grade 
students who were 16 years old. In 
1929, the state age requirement 
was extended to age six. In fact, 
over the next few years, school 
officials looked the other way if a 
beginning student was not quite 
six by September 1. 

The school term usually began 
the day after Labor Day and closed 
the middle of May. School holidays 
were March 2 (Texas Independence 

Day) , April 21 (San Jacinto Day), 
December 24-J anuary 1 for Christ
mas holidays and, after WWI, No
vember 11 (Armistice Day). Clos
ing day ceremonies, held in the 
school auditorium, honored sev
enth-graders who would be leav
ing grammar school. The gradu
ates would be dressed in their best, 
and with their parents and the 
entire student body would hear 
ins pi ring messages from their vale
dictorian, salutatorian and from a 
dignitary, often a school board 
member. Each graduate would re
ceive a diploma. Their years· in 
Seabrook Grammar· School were 
over, and for some, their schooling. · 

As a rule, trustees interested 
themselves in the affairs of the 
classroom and would occasionally 
drop in on the classes. Impressed 
by their teachers with the impor
tance of these visits, children were 
on their best behavior. I lived in 
mortal dread especially of Mr. Day, 
who would surely ferret out the 
torn page in my "Baby Ray" book. 
(My aunt, Lois Bracewell, a first
grader in 1915, was spanked for 
giggling ·during one of these occa
sions.) Other trustees in the last 
half of the '20s were Paul Schwan
der, W.E. Muecke, Joe Brummer
hop, Wiley Burns and R.G. Bryant. 

The County Superintendent over a 
number of years was Mr. Smiley~ 

The school building was cold in 
winter and hot at the beginning 
and ending of the school term. The 
classrooms were heated by pot
bellied stoves, one in each room, 
and the bigger boys were often 
· sent out to replenish the coal or 
kindling supply. When students 
arrived at school on a cold morning 
there would be a jostling mass of 
them vying for a position around 
the stove. I remember also an 
emergency involving one of these 
stoves. The metal flue of the stove 
in the auditorium became too hot 
and set the wall to smoldering. 
The entire student body was evac-

Class at Seabrook School, around 1911 

uated to the library while Mr. 
Rogers and seve.ral men of the 
neighborhood worked furiously to 
put out the fire. The only fire 
extinguisher was defective or was 
imprnperly handled, but fortunate
ly, the only damage done was a 
hole that was burned in Mr. Rog
ers' pants when the chemicals from 
the fire e~tinguisher spilled on 
him. The whole incident must 
have been distressing to the teach
ers but for the kids it created wel
co~e excitement, as well as an 
afternoon free of studies. 

Several homes in Seabrook were 
lighted, from about 1920, by Delco 
light plants - but the school had 
no lights of ariy kind. School func- · 
tions that were held at night took 

• place in the library across the 
street. The library had carbide 
lights, which were dangerous as 
well as inadequate. Mr. Kingsbury, 
the janitor, was blown to the other 
end of the room one night when he 
was lighting them for a program. 
He emerged unharmed, if some-

Mrs. Ashworth's 3rd .& 4th grade class of 
1929-'30 in front of old school. Top row, 
left to right: Amelia Revels, Dora Dobson, 
Grace Slaughter, Jack _Priest, Mrs. Ash
worth, 'Wesley Muecke, Annie Dobso_n 
and Junior Wetzel. Bottom row: ~harl_1e 
Burns, Arlie Bell Dubson, Ida Mane Ellis, 
unknown, unknown, Dorothy Dudley, 
J.A. Ballentine and D.L. Burkes. 
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what shaken. Even after the arri
val of electricity in Seabrook, in 
1927, lights were not immediately 
brought to the schoolhouse. In the 
fa ll of 1928, Mr. George Hamman, 
who over the years was a· great 
benefactor to Seabrook, donated 
$25 to the PTA, which used part of 
it to install lights in the auditori4m 
- total cost $18.70. 

neighbor who did. Mr. Nick H am
mer provided water to the scho.ol 
for $5 a month. A single outdoor.· 
faucet supplied the students with 
water for drinking and for wash
ing up. 

cleaned out regularly, occasionally 
they would run over, and then eve
ryone would have to wait while 
someone came with a barrel, on a 
wagon pulled by a mule, and clean
ed them. Like all school restrooms, 
they were places where friends 
could congregate briefly and ex
change secrets or pencil their ini
tials on the wall , escaping for a few 
moments the 'tedium of the class
room. 

Most of the homes in Seabrook 
at that time had their own water 
~ells, or had water furnished by a 

Outdoor toilets, one for the boys 
and one for the girls, provided san·
itary facilities. These buildings had 
no plumbing, but with their con
crete floors they were still a notch 
above what most children had at 
home. ·Although the toilets were When it was time for school to 

Club 
& Restaurant 
1

'AN INTIMATE PLACE TO DINE" 

LIV-E ENTERTAINMENT TUES.-SAT. 
Free Hors D'Oeuvres Mon.-Fri. 4:30-7:00 

Kitchen Open 11 :00 a.m. 'til midnight 

FEATURING 
• LUNCHEON SPECIALS • ENTREES • HOMEMADE 

SOUP & SALAD BAR • GIANT SANDWICHES 

.901 NASA Road One 486 ) 453 
150 YARDS WEST OF EL CAMINO REAL • 

ELECTRICAL SERVICE & REPAIR · 
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL .- INDUSTRIAL 

~ 
_;~~ 

■ Master Electrician 
■ Reasonable Rates 
■ Fast Service 
Licensed - Bonded - Insured 

For Your Protection 

Complete Electrical Service 
Lighting - Cable Splicing · High Voltage 

BAY AREA ELECTRIC 

'! I 474-5956 I .~ 

take in, the principal clanged a 
handbell at the front door. Then 
students ran to f~rm two lines, 
boys in one and girls in the other, 
younger children''first, then older 
ones, and all children in an assigned 
order. When the lines were straight, 
the principal gave the word, and 
the lines filed in, · in an orderly 
manner each class going to its own 
classroom. 

All kids looked forward to recess. 
The bigger students, both boys and 
girls , play softball on a vacant lot 
adjoining the schoolground. From 
time to time the boys would play 
against other schools - Galena 
Park, Genoa ; League City and 
Kemah. At least one time they 
won a silver cup as Rural Cham
pions at County Meet. The girls 
had some "real choice" players -
Reo Day, Sally Gale, Odie Beeman 
- but there were never enough of 
them to compete with other 
schools. Basketball, too, was a pop 
ular sport with boys and girls. In 
the early '20s, the basketball boys 
were promised suits if they won 
their game with LaPorte. They 
won by one point, and were delight
ed to receive "the prettiest little 
suits you ever saw.H 

A pit was dug for broad-jumping 
apd pole-vaulting, and some of the 
older boys were sent with their lit
tle wagons to bring sand from 
Baker Park, where Todville and 
First Street meet ( now· totally 
under water). The loµds of sand 
were then laboriously pulled the 
half-mile to the school. Although 

J .A. Ballentine was a much y~mnger 
boy, he considered the event impo_r
tant enough tp play hookey m 
order to fetch his wagon and help 
with the jqb. 

There was little playground 
supervis ion, and there were always 
ways to carry fun a_ little too_ far 
with the swings and seesaws)ump
ing out of the swing at its h_1ghest . 
point was con_sidered heroIC and 
daring. Just to tease someone on 
the seesaw you could hold t_he 
other end down, keeping him . 
stranded and in tears; or to be _a 
real bully, you could suddenly let it 
go or jump off, landing t~iat person 
with a pair:iful jolt. And if that per
son's feet were under the seesa_w, 
he could have a broken foot, as Jim 
Compton did, kee1:ing him out of 
school for a long time. 

From time to _ time fist figh!s 
would erupt, either in play or 10 

As a boy, Levi H enry often provided singing 
entertainment during . recess for the other 
children at Seabrook School. Photo by Ruth 
Burke -
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Wlten if 
comes fo . ' service, 
we'll 
stand 
on our 
lteads 
for you. 

2300 NASA Rd 1 in 
Sunny Seabrook 
TEL: (713)474-2025 
FAX: (713)474-2424 

Con9,z,atulation1-

to the 

SEab,z,ook 

cit 1-1-0 cla ti on 

on thl1- yea,z,' j, 

celeb,z,atlon. 

..£any !J(Ln9, 
oV( a !:Jo 'l. 

DENNIS 
LOCKS AND KEYS ~----CERTIFIED - BONDED - INSURED 
• Keys • Deadbolts • Locks 

• Domestic & Foreign Auto Work 
• 24 Hour Mobile Service 

DAYS EVENINGS 

474-9787 332-1637 
- 2120 Hwy. 146 

IN MIRAMAR CENTER SEABROOK 

PS 
AC 

&BOATSTUFF 
Specializing In 

• Yacht Brokerage • Consignment 
• Outboards • Sails • Dinghies 

• Hardware• Electronics• Refrig. 
Systems and Much More! 

Pokle Stamper - John Stamper 

(713) 474-7535 

earnest. When someone got the 
idea of sl ipping washtub handles 
over the knuckles , the fights be
came much · more serious. Most 
boys carried these weapons in their 
pockets, ready for any challenge. 
Marbles were popular with boys of 
all ages, as were tops. Many tops 
were homemade, but even if a boy 
was fortunate enough to acquire a 
store-bought one, he worked it 
over - took out the factory point 
and put in a screw, sharpened to a 
lethal point. The objective when 
spinning tops was to make yours 
hit another top in such a way as to 
split it. You tried to eliminate as 
many tops as you could. 

A popular spot at recess was the 
board fence which separated the 
schoolground from H ammer's yard. 
The branches of a large mulberry 
tree extended over the fence, and 
kids , usually girls, would congre
gate there, perched on the fence or 
roosting in the branches , Usually 
the bigger girls claimed the branch
es, with the little girls standing on 
the fence and clinging to the branch
es. Some of the bigger girls were 
careful about ·stepping on little 
fingers, bur there were bullies 
among the girls as well as among 
the boys. 

Circle games were played, espe
cially by the younger g irls. Some of 
the favorites were Flying Dutch
man, drop-the-handkerchief and 
Green Gravef, The boys preferred 
rowdier games - break-'em-up, 
pop-the-whip or keep-away. In
stead of following the rules , it was 
more fun to play without rules -
to snatch someone's cap and drive 
him into a frenzy trying to retrieve 
it while it went the whole round of 
the schoolground. It was during 
one of these rough and rowdy 
games that Otto H enry and Guy 
Brummerhop cracked heads when 
they collided at the corner of the 
building, bringing Mr. Majors, the 
principal, on the run to take them 
to have their heads sewed up. 

Children, especially boys, were 

SPECIALIZING IN 
TWO & FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENTS 

COMPUTERIZED WHEEL BALANCING 
SHOCKS & STRUTS 

s;Ut~ 
~ Ynv. 

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
SINCE 1978 

1413 Hwy. 146 
Seabrook, TX (713) 474-2461 

TAYLOR BOATS 

~ ' 
CUSTOM FIBERGLASS REPAIR 

& 
GELCOAT MATCHING 

Metalflake • Dockside Service 
Trailer Repair• Transom Repair 

Fiberglass Fabrications 
Insurance Claims 

1809 Hwy. 146 . 
Seabrook 474-2926 

FOREST LAKE · 
ANIMAL CLINIC 

and · 
Boarding & Grooming 

Facilities 
FULL SERVICE HEAL TH CARE 

FOR.YOUR DOG & CAT 
Randy F. Roof D.V.M. 

326-2576 
4901 NASA ROAD ONE 

M-F 8-6 Sat. 9_ 1 1 Kennels 
Only 

SEABROOK 
PAINTS, INC. 
PROUD TO CALL 

SEABROOK HOME 
OWNERS 

TED BURK MARY HAYMOND 

474-2353 
2156 Bayport Blvd. Seabrook, TX · 

. as fu ll of mischief then as they 
have always been. If a teacher 
momentarily left the room, paper 
airplanes flew and spitwads bom
barded the walls. But when the 
teacher re turned, all heads were 
bent over the books, the laughter 
hushed, grins almost vanished. 
They knev.,; which teachers would 
allow . no monkey-business and 
which ones could be fooled. Teach
ers as a rule were firm disciplinar
ians, often more stern than under
standing, and whippings were com
mon. A switch from a tree was 
often used, or a rattan vine. Par
ents considered schooling of ut
most importance, and usually they 
stood behind the teachers in mat
ters of disc.ipline. One father, how~ 
ever, whose son was frequently 
punished, would regularly come to 
school and attempt to whip the 
teacher. 

As for pranks, Tom Sawyer c;ould 
have learned a few tricks from 
Norman "T ack" Hammer. As the 
H ammer's lived next door to the 
schoolhouse, Tack spent a great 
deal of his free time prow ling 
around under and even on top of 
the sch~olhouse. At recess he would 
sometimes climb up on the roof of 
the school ~nd sit on the chimney, 
grinning while teachers s~rieked 
at h im to come down. But his most 
imaginative p rank was worked out 
while crawling around under the 

. building. It was then that he disco
vered the nail holes left in the floor 
when the desks, which had been 
nai led to the floor, were pulled up. 
H is inspira tion may have come to 
h im at once, but it must have taken 
considerable after-school time to 
work out the details ... to deter
mine just which hole was under 
h

1

is desk and to run a wire, fol
lowed b~ a string, through the 
hole. The next day, Tack sat at his 
desk, his toe through a loop at one 
end of the stri ng. At the other end, 
under the floor, a tin can was tied. 
By wiggiing his toe, he could cause 
the can to rattle aga inst the floor , 

Webster High School was located at Walnut and Wilson. 

Thank You, Seabrook Celebration Committee! 

You've shown an ever-increasing 
number of people that Seabrook 

is a great place to visit - and to live! 

6..J..t. CD ll. 4H t.... 

Bill Weaver, Vice President 

.IJ Clear Lake National Bank 
16211 Space Center Blvd., Houston, Texas (713) 486-7800 
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causing a most delightful distur
bance in the classroom. His teacher 
was nearly driven to distraction 
trying to discover what was mak
ing -the noise that disrupted the 
lessons. Another boy finally discov-

ered what was going on and tattled 
on him, but it had been worth even 
the trouble he got into then. 

Boys usually wore knickers and 
long-sleeved shirts buttoned to the 
collar until they started to high 
school, when they went into long 
pants. In the '20s, boys went in for 
bib overalls and some wore short . 
pants. Girls' dresses became short
er from around 1915 on, but were 
worn with long stockings or union 
suits . W hen recess came, the girls 
would roll down their stockings or 
tuck up the legs of their union suits 
for g reater comfort. Boys would 
unbutton collars and roll up sleeves. 
But before going home, proper 

Considering the clothing worn 
in those times, it is a wonder ei ther 
boys or girls had so ·much energy. _ 
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appearance was carefully restored. 
In the middle- to late-'20s, girls' 
dresses were quite short but had 

, matching bloomers which blos
somed out below the dresses. (One 
of my fi rst-grade classmates, proud 
of her new school wardrobe, went 
around the first week of school lift
ing her skirts to show everyone the 
pockets in her bloomers.) Knee 
socks gradually gave way to an.kle 
socks. Even before 1920 the long · 
hair of the girls was replaced by 
short bobs with bangs. 

At lunchtime the kids who didn't 
go home to · eat were perched or 
sprawled a°ll over the schoolground, 
on the steps, in the swings, open
ing their syrup buckets or unroll 
ing the newspaper in which their 
lunches were wrapped. They 
brought whatever the home af
forded - in the early days, boiled 
sweet po tatoes, baked wild duck, 
fish, crab, bacon sandwiches, boiled, 
eggs, biscui ts, figs, cantaloupe or 
watermelon rind preserves. One 
_girl, around 1920, is remembered 
as bringing a whole boiled crab 
every day and eating it wi th gusto, 
even sucking the juice out of the 
legs. 

, By the mid-'20s the trend was 
toward sandwiches in brow~ bags, 
al though there were still buckets 
aplenty and newspaper never dis 
appeared from the scene. When I 
started to school in 1929, buckets 
were rare, but I remember a boy 

whom I stared at every day while 
he opened his bucket and bro~~ht 
out a biscuit and then a fork with 
which he shoveled out greens steep
ed in syrup. He also produced a 

. egar bottle from which he drank vm h . 
'lk Most lunches at t at time mi . d . h 

consisted basically of san wic es, 
either of homemade bread or of 
biscuit. Peanut butter was popular, 
but was gummy and ~ard to eat. 
S lad dressing was mtroduced. 
{hat year I ate my first and_ last_ 
baked possum, on a sandwich given 
me by a classmate. . 

From the very earliest days up 
until the mid- '20s, most students 
came to school on foot. That was 
easy for those who lived in town. 
The Hammer . kids only had to 
climb over the board fence. But 
others walked _ a mile or two each 

· through the cane fields, across way, h h 
pastures, on trails throug t e 

ds . down the railroad tracks. woo , ·1 
The Gales, who lived nea_r the ra1 -
road bridge where their father, 
Charlie Gale, was the caretaker, 
crossed a footbridge over the 
slough, which was then only a 
marsh . and as a rule was ~ry 

gh. to contain a baseball dia-. enou . · h' 
mood. Willard Beeman rode . is 
horse to. school . ( and ch~sed kids 
with it). Truman and Calvm Comp
ton drove a . horse-drawn buggy 
and brought in eggs to sell before 

h l On one unfortunate occa-sc oo . . ,, . h 
sion, playing "fire engme . wit 
the buggy ' they hit the railroad 
track hard and broke most of t_he 
eggs. That was during WWI, with 
eggs selling for 70 cents a_ doze?, so 
their little frolic ended m quite a 
loss. 

1 
. k 

The first buses, or schoo true s, 
were run only for the purpose of 
transporting high school students 
to Webster. The first bust to ma_ke 
this run was a Model T flatb_ed 
truck which had been fitted with 

' h ·d d tar benches along eac st e an . a -
paulin or curtains on the sides as 
protection from t~e we~ther. It 
was driven at vanous times by 

Gene Platzer and several o_f the 
Brummerhops. Around 1926 it wa-s 
replaced by a Reo _Speedwagon. 
This vehide was bmlt as a school 
truck, with built-in_benches alo_ng 
the sides and a hard top and wm-

.dows, but it was plain and uncom
fortable. I rode that truck to s_chool 
every day my fir~t year, and 1t w_as 
so rattly, bum pmg over the dirt 
and shell roads, that I ~lung for 
dear life to the windows, m mortal 

PAUL U. LEE-. 
La Porte Funeral Home 

• Pre-Arranged Funeral Plan . _ 
• We Honor All Burial Insurance 

• Member National Texas 
Funeral Directors Association . 

Dedicated to. those we serve 

Douglas & Lou Martin . 

471-0123 
20 I South 3rd La Porte, Texas 



1: 

26 

fear that I would rattle off the bus! 
-At ·some time during the '20s 

the truck route was extended to 
allow grammar school children in 
outlying areas to be picked up. The 
truck was housed for awhile in a 
concrete garage owned by C.C. 
Rugers at the end of Staples Street. 
The drivers over the years this 
truck was in service included Rod
ney Larrabee, D.E. Grandstaff, Roy 
Pell and Calvin Compton. Drivers 
were chosen on the basis of their 
bids, and · the salary ranged from 
$40 to $60. The drivers were re
quired to "take due precautions at 
all times and always stop the truck 
before crossing railroads and the 
concrete highway ... also maintain 
order on the truck." 

Harris County Common School 
District No. 13 was a ·very poor 
district, with many poor people 
and with little source of revenue. 
The County furnished the basic 
school books, a minimum of teach
ing materials and · paid teachers' 
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sal'1;ries. Pupils brought their own rental, janitors ' services ($25 a 
tablets, pencils, pens and bottles of month), a salary to the driver of 
ink, all of which were used fru - the Middle Bayou hack. 
gaily. The Webster District paid From there the PTA stepped in. 
for the water, coal ($ 12:50 a ton), The PTA was active as far back as 
expenses on the school truckinclu.d- · anyone's memory" goes. With a 
ing drivers' salaries and garage membership of six or seven prior 

to 1920, to 14 at the close of '29-
'30, they had a president, three vice 
p res idents, a secretary and a treas
urer. The ladies, and a few men, 
handled funds , planned and exe
cuted money-making activities, pur
chased items needed by the school. 
Committees were regularly appoint
ed, fu lf iUed their commitments, 
and regrouped to look into other 
matters. As fund-raisers they spon
sored dances , box suppers with 
boys bidding for girls ' boxes, H al
loween carnivals with grab-bag, 
fortunes, coffee and cake - all in 
the library. W ith their meager 
profits over the years they pur
chased playground equipment, ex
tra books for each classroom, song 
books, Interscholastic League ma
terials, work materials for p rimary 
grades and Christmas treats . They 
helped decora te the schoolhouse 
for Christmas, the library for danc
es and the auditorium for closing
day ceremonies. 

Students from that ead y school 
harbor fond memories of some of 

their teachers, as well as other 
memories less fo nd. There seems 
ro have been a large turnover of 
teachers. With sa laries of $65 a 
month (la ter . up to $ 100), many 
came and left. Bur some teachers 
stayed to impart knowledge to 
Seabrook children over a broad 
ra nge of years and co~ditions.,Mrs . 
Bess T aylor began m 1929- 30 a 
long career of reaching. in Sea
brook School, and later m Web
ster. Mrs . T aylor was an ideal fi rst
grade teacher who believed in lay
ing down the fundamentals. H_er 
pupils ended fi rs t grade knowmg 
bas ic good ma nners, rules of health 
and the directions, as well as how 
to add, subtract, read and write. 
Miss Elizabeth Broyles (later Mrs . 
Elton Por t~r) began teaching 
around 1920, and over the follow 
ing years (unti l sometime in the 
late '40s) became a legend in Sea
brook School. Other teachers who 
played significant role~ in the edu
cation of two generattons of Sea
brook ch ildren were Mrs. Ruth 
Shove Miss Letha Davis and Mrs . 
Sarah ' Hester. And of the very 
early teachers, those remembered 
inc1ude Miss Tines, Mrs. Thomp
son, Mrs. Breedlove and Miss Fin
frock. My fa ther, W ill iam_ Brace
well attributes h is lifelong mteres t 

' 
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in history to the ins pi red teaching 
of his sixth-grade teacher, Mr. Joe 
Hester Sr., around 1913. 

Around 1910, Middle Bayou 
School, which along with Seabro?k 
was part of Common School Dis
trict No. 13, closed its drafty doors, 

and sent its students to Seabrook 
School, along with such suppli~s 
and books as it had. Even poor as It 
was, Seabrook School could fur
nish these students more advan
tages and greater comfort than 
their former school had been able 
to do. These children were t_rans
ported daily in a hack pulled by two 
mules and driven by Lum Dobson 
--=- a sort of covered wagon called 
the "kid wagon." Some of the fami
lies thus transferred were the Dob
sons, Henrys, Dave Ballentine fam
ily and Hammers. Later, most of 
these families moved into Seabrook 
from Middle Bayou. A survivor 
from that migration is Levi Henry, 
a well-known personage in Se '1:
brook. As a newcomer in Seabrook 
School he was the object· of great 
harras~ment, which bothered him 
not at all, and was often coerced 
into singing for the entertainme_nt 
of other kids at recess. He dis
armed his teachers with his "win-

I • 
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ning smile and brown eyes. " 
In May of 1930 the old school 

closed its doors for the last time. A 
new school was under construction 

, on the lot where City Hall now 
stands. In September it opened for 
the new school year. The new 
school offered far more advantages 
and comforts than the old two
story one, and was used until it too 
became obsolete in 1948. Many 
students .and parents never looked 
back, bµt fitted gratefuHy into the 

bright new setting. Others suffered 
pangs as they remembered plea
sures and hardships which com
p rised their school days in the old 
school. 

After it was vacated, the old 
building served from time to time 
as Jiving quarters for various fami 
lies , until it was razed sometime in 
the '30s. Even then it Jived on for 
awhile, as some of its lumber was 
used in the building of a church. 

I am indebted to a11 the longtime 

~~HALL'S 
~INSURANCE Seabrook School teachers, 1928-1929: 

Miss Daisy Manry, 1st & 2nd grades; 
Mrs. Julia Dinkins, 3rd & 4th grades ; 
and Miss Ruth Maxwell, p rincipal and 
teacher of 5th-6th-7th grades. 
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and former Seabrook residents who 
so kindly shared their time and 
their memories to.provide me with 
much of the content of this article. 
Almost invariably each person apol
ogized, "Well, I don 't remember 
much, " and then proceeded to re
late vahiable information or per
so'nal anecdo_tes (rnm school years 
in Seabrook School. Conversation 
with each of them was a hear·t
warming experience, marked by 
an affection for the past and an 
adjustment to the changes which 
have come into our community. 

Ren,, Brllcetcell tl'as horn ,md ret1red 0 11 ·" 

poultry / ,mn on Todville Ro,td. When she 
tl'tlS l R yet1rs old, her /c1m ily sold th e 
property ,md moved ,1u·t1y . Fi1:e yet1rs 
lt1ter, R ent1 hottght h,,ck her old home, /mt 
didn't moi·e h,,ck to Se,(h rook muil 7961. 
After tedching school for 41 y e,,rs, she is 
retired and enjoy s n-msic, g,trdening ,md 
nature, t1nd tr,,veling. 

M0NOAY-FRro,..y 10:00A.M.-9:00 P.M. SEE YOU AT REX 
MEADOR PARK ... 
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By Lois Webb 

I n ev~ryone' s _ life there is that 
one mteresrmg person, that 

someone specia1 who touched you · 
in some way, never to be forgotten. 

Maybe it's her sense of humor, 
joy for living, generosity, individu
ality . · .. whatever it is, Rachel 

. McDowell is that one-of-a-kind 
person. She has played a part in 
the lives of: many people in the 

32 

·seabrook area for many years, and 
they all have a story to tell. 

Ask Rachel how old she is or 
how many husbands she had. With _ 
a twinkle in her eye and a sly smile 
on her face, the standard answer is, 
''Don't remember, all my records 
were lost in Carla" (the big hurri
cane of '61) . She adds, "I do know 
one thing, I've outlived 'em all." 
Rachel is a survivor. She was a 

. single-parent breadwinner before 

"Rachel's Place" on T odville Road as it 
appeared in days gone by. Sketch pro
vided by local artist Evelyn Stebbins, 

it became fashionable. She knows 
what the hard work and long hours 
in running a restaurant are all 
about. 

There's nothing wrong with 
Rachel's memory. If you want . to 
know how well . she· remembers, 
just ask about her seven grand
children and 13 great grandchil
dren. She'll tell you what each (by 

name) is up to at any given 
moment. 

A few years ago when her only 
daughter Jerry died, Rachel took 
over Jerry's Pier 8 (down toward 
the point on Todville), working 
along with the grandkids. She had 
taught them well. They all got 
their first taste of · the restaurant 
business when barely old enough 
to walk, in Rachel's old Seabrook 
cafe. She was a no-nonsense cap
tain, demanding and getting the 
bes·r from her young crew. For 
many years Pier 8 was famous for 
Gulf seafood. With Rachel at the 
helm it was a pleasant place to eat, 
having all the amenities of a pro
fessionally well-run restaurant. 

Rachel came to the bay- area in 
the '30s when gambling was "wide 
open." Her first cafe was on High
way 146 in Kemah, the location 
now home to Stebbins Gallery & 
Frame Shop. Opening at sunup to 
feed breakfast to the aH-night 
gamblers, Rachel with the help of 
a couple of waitresses pulled in the 
customers, and slot machines 
pulled in the bucks. "I had wash
tubs full of money," she said, "they 
played them machines like crazy. 
Some regulars poured sometimes 
$600 ·co $800 a week into them 
one-arm ban di ts." 

"At the time of the Texas City 
explosion," Rachel recalls, "I was 
the only place serving food all day, 
and the closest place to Texas City 
for the . firefighters and rescue 
people to come for anything to 
eat." She added, "We worked 
around the clock feeding ·people. 
We made -hundreds of sandwiches 
that were picked up for the work
ers. We sent them out in bushel 
baskets. You can't imagine how 
much food we sent out, it was a 
bunch." She said, "People would 
come in all grungy, some covered 
with blood; you can't imagine how 
terrible it was. It was like a war 
zone." 

She traded the place in Kemah 
for what we all teasingly called 

"The Seabrook Shamrock," or "The 
Seabrook Highrise," and was affec~ 

. tionately known as "Rachel's Place" 
down on Todville. Originally the 
Scoefield Hotel, owned by Elton 
Porter's aunt, the building ·had 14 
rooms and three baths. "When I 
first opened I had a fine clientele of 
Houston business peopl~ as well as 
seasonal shrimpers. Several . peo
ple even got married there," says 
Rachel with pride. "Hurricane 
Carla came along, tore out the 
downstairs but left the second story 
intact." 

'I'm terribly sorry, 
Judge,' says Rachel, still 
short of breath . and 

trying to adjust herself, 
making sure she was 

all together. 'You 
know, I want to look 
nice for you, so I had 

to get t~ese darn 
· pantyhose on.Judge, it 
wasn't easy. They ain't 

easy to pull over this 
fanny of mine and 
that's why I'm late! 

Rachel rebuilt, making a cafe 
-and li°quor store on the first floor. 
On the rooftop, a neon sign, always 
lit and flashing, was a well-known · 
beacon to those traveling under or 
over t_he channel bridge. It was a . 
sign of joy to the hungry, knowing 
they would soon be eating some of 
Rachel's good home-cooking . 

The weathered wood-frame build:
ing wasn't much to look at. It had 
seen better days. The restaurant's 
linoleum floor, fluorescent fixtures 

and oil-cloth tablecovers didn 't 
shriek "nouveau designer," but the 
place was always immaculate. It 
wasn't just clean, "it was so clean 
you could eat off the floor." For 
. about 20 years the high tides kept 
raising havoc with the place. So 
much landfill had been added that 
the front steps disappJared and 
the upper level became the ground 
floor. , 

Everyone could be themselves at 
Rachel's. No pretense, no phonies, 
no big-talk, no trying to impress 
anyone - Rachel would see to 
that. It wasn't unusual to have a 
limousine pull up with a load of 
people. They'd sit next to some 
smelly ol' oyster men or shrimpers, 
having a bowl of gumbo and enjoy- · 
ing ·every minute of it. They came 
to eat at Rachel's, get lots of local 
color and her famous home-cook
ing. And if she was shorthanded, 
her regulars, regardless of social or 
financial status, would pitch in; 
push a broom, wipe off a t_able or 
serve a beer. 

Her regulars? It was a page out 
of the "Who's Who"in Texas law. 
Every Saturday morning, for years, 
big-name lawyers came to break
fast at Rachel's. 

"Warren Burnett, Ken McCon
noco, Ron Krist, Joe]amail, John 
Kiibler - they all came down 
every Saturday morning for me to 
scramble 'em eggs with jalapeno 
peppers, tomatoes and Fritos in 
this great big skillet," Rachel said. 
'Td cook up a couple dozen eggs or 
so, make 'em toast and stuff." 

One morning Ron Krist came in 
and said, "Rachel, can you leave 
out the jalapenos in .the eggs this 
morning? I can't eat 'em, they'll 
kil-l me." 

One of the other lawyers (who 
will remain nameless) piped up, 
'-' Rachel, you put them in there. 
We've been looking for a way ·to 
get rid of this so-and-so, now' sour 
chance." · 

Everyone was Rachel's friend . . . 
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and Rachel was good to people. mother, hurt her back. Rachel went 
Overhearing. someone bad- to bat for her when the woman put 

mouth Rachel, one of her friends in a Workers' Comp claim. As the 
said, "Do you owe · Rachel any defendant, the lawyer asked Rachel 
money?" why she was defending the claim 

"Yeah,'.' was the answer, "and I · of the. plaintiff. "You know, in 
ain't going to pay her." reality she is suing you. Why are 

"That figures," was the reply, you taking her side?" the Workers' 
"that's the reason y·ou're talking Comp attorney asked Rachel. 
about her. The only ones that talk "She's got nobody looking after 
about Rachel are the one's owing her, making her a living," Rachel 
her money." answered. "Somebody has to help 

Just talk to the old-timers around her and her little child. I guess I 
Seabrook and Kemah. There isn't better do it." 
anyone who doesn't have some- Rachel had her day in court on 
thing to say. . several occasions and she was on a 

Bob Gardner came to Seabrook first-name bases with _more judges 
without a cent looking for work. then you can imagine.John Kiibler 
As he tells it, "Rachel asked no loves to tell this story about Rachel, 
questions; all she kne·w, I was who just happened to be a star 
hungry and she fed me." witness in one of his cases. She was 

Stories like that go on and on. scheduled to be the first witness on 
Little Rose, Curly and Blackie the opening day of the trial. Court 

are just a few of the no-last-name began and there was no Rachel. 
characters who worked for Rachel, About 45 minutes late, in comes 
and she took good care of them in Rachel, breathless and apologizing 
return. One employee, a single all over the place. The judge stops ' 

everything, directs his attention to 
Rachel, who needless to say has 
taken over the courtroom by this 
time. "And, Madam," says the 
judge, "what do you have to say for 
yourself?" 

'Tm terribly sorry, Judge," says 
Rachel, still short of breath and 
trying to adjust herself, making 
sure she was all together. "You 
know, I want to look nice for you, 
so I had to get . these darn panty 
hose on.Judge, it wasn't easy. They 
ain't easy to pull up over this fanny 
of mine and that's why I'm late.'.' 

According to Kiibler, the court 
went into an uproar and the judge 
called a recess until he coul~ stop 
laughing. 

By the same token, Rachel took 
no nons~nse from anyone either. 
She provided the meals for Sea
brook jail inmates. One morning 
she got word that Curly had been 
picked up and had spent the night. 
When the policeman came to col
lect the · breakfast boxes, one was 

DASH IN FOR DINNER 
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Our Services 
are 

FREEi 
* Airlines 
*Cruises 
*Tours 
*Hotels 

CORPORATE/LEISURE 

(713) 326-1 01 2 
615 Kirby Road 

Seabrook, Texas 77586 

CASSEROLES - DESSERTS - SPECIALTIES 
"Fresh" for your take out pleasure 

Beef. Chicken, Seafood, 
Regional Dishes, Vegetables, Desserts 

Two dijje_rent casseroles, a vegetable and 
~ dessert will be featured "fresh" each week. 

Some dishes available frozen 
We will fill your dish upon request 

· CALL FOR DETAILS . 
326-FOOD (3663) 

ROBINETTE tr DOYLE . 

CATERERS 
216 Kirby Road, Taylor Lake Village Open Mon.-Fri. 10:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 

THE FINEST IN MARINE GENERATORS, 
.ENGINES, AIR CONDITIONING 

& REFRIGERATION 
P~rts, Service and Installation Available 

LAKEWOOD YACHT SERVICE 
Professional Service Since 1956 

2301 NASA ROAD ONE 474 2885 
Seabrook. TX 77586 (713) . -

beautifully marked for Curly. Ev
eryone figured she was sending 
him something extra special. It 
was special all right, everything 
inside the box was burned to a 
cnsp. 

"It has to be Monday, it's chicken 
and dumplings at Rachel's." No
body made such good chicken and 
dumplings. Rachel added her "gour
met touch," she said. 'Just a dash 
of yellow coloring gives them a 
richer look." By mistake, one morn
ing after too many Pea~l Lites the 
night before, Rachel added some 
red coloring. One not to be daunted 
by a mistake, just roll with it she 

' ' changed the sign to read, "Russian 
Chicken and Dumplings." 

"It was a success," Rachel said; 
. "people would come up to pay the 
?ill, get 'em a toothpick and say, 
Rachel, when are you going to 

haye some more of them good 
Russian chicken and dumplings?' " 

In her spirit of sharing, Rachel 
has provided some of her famous 
recipes: 

Chicken and Dumplings 

Yield: serves 6. to 8 
I 3- to 4-pound chicken, cut up 
4 quarts water 
1 fresh whole jalapeno* 

Dumpling Ingredients: 
2 cups flour 
1 teaspoon sale 
1 cup water 

Heat chicken pieces with water and 
jalapeno in a large kettle over high 
heat. Bring tO a boil, cover and reduce 
heat; simmer 45 minutes or until 
tender. In the meantime make the 
d'umpl1ngs: , 

Mix the flour with salt, add water a , 
little at a time to make a firm dough. 
Knead for a few minutes, then form 
into a ball. 

With a rolling pin on a floured 
work surface, roll the dough out very 
thin. Cut into strips about 1/ 2 inch 
wide by 2 inches long. 

When chicken pieces are done, re- · 
move from the pot and refrigerate. 

Bring broth to a boil again over 

high heat. Drop dumplings into broth, 
a few at a time. Cook for 6 minutes 
reduce heat to simmer; return chicke~ 
to the pot with dumplings. Cook to 

heat chicken through (about 10 min
utes over low heat), and serve in indi
vidual soup bowls . 

* According to Miss R achel, the 
jalapeno removes any raw dough taste 
the dumplings might otherwise have. 

The Lawyers' Sunday Eggs 

In Rachel's own words, "Crush a 
couple handfuls of Fritos and chop 
about two canned jalapenos. Throw 
'em in six or eight beaten-up eggs. A 
couple of shots of Tabasco won't hmt 
neither. 

"Now," she adds, "you ha~e to 
ready the skillet; I use a large,· well 
seasoned cast-iron one." 

She continues, "Melt two table
spoons butter or margarine in the 
skillet over medium heat. When it 's 
ready, dump the egg mixture in and 
_cook until the eggs are done the way 
you like them. That's all there is 
to 'em. 

PROPERTIES,· INC 

Rachel's Best Cookies 
In The World 

(Easy for kids to make and great 
Christmas cookies) 

Yield: about 18 cookies 
1 cup either plain or chunky 

peanut butter 
1 cup sugar 
1 egg 

Preheat oven to 375°F. 

. Blend together peanut butter, sugar 
and egg. Using a teaspoon, drop a 
heaping spoonful of batter onto the 
cookie sheet. Bake for 1.5 minutes· or 
until light brown around the ed~es 
and firm to the touch. . 

Lois Webb rel,tte.r that Rachel McDowell 
w,u 0:1-e of the f irst people she m et itpon 
her arrival on the hay scene ,th out 24 years 
ttf!. o'. She has l?if!,h ly admired this inde
pendent Lttdy ever since. An experienced 
resttturateur, Lois is a restaurant con.ru!
t,mt a.nd /ree-Lttnce' writer. She i.r currently 
worktn[!, on a cookbook of internat ion,t! 
recipes f or children 's social studies ·cours
es, to be published hy Oryx. 

ROSEBUD L. CARADEC 
Buyer Representation 

iir.i--------------Jr '-----
1350 NASA RD. 1 • SUITE 118 • HOUSTON, TEXAS 77058 • PHONE (7~3) 333-1847 

MARK FOX LANDSCAPE CO. 
and NURSERY 

Native_s, peren_nials, bayside plants, 
flowering ~r?p1cals, ferns, day lilies, 

Lou1s1ana iris and more 

OPEN 9:00-5:00 
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY 

4508 13th St., Bacliff 

13th St. 
MarK F o• Landscape ~ 

. Ca. I Nur1a')I 

Kemah Bridge 
.,a.: · 

S. H. 146 

•~--smiles----➔• 

339-3507 
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• Truck Mounted 
Equipment 

• Deep Steam Soil Extraction 

• Flood Water Removal 

• Spot and Stain Removal 

• 'Scoichgard® Protector 

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 
* CARPETS 

* UPHOLSTERY 
* DRAPERIES 

• 
gmov 

ClUIIIIC smm 

FREE 
ESTIMATES 

474-5138 
1805 FIRST ST. 

SEABROOK 

JTPA 
Job Training and Placement, 
counseling, and enrichments 
for youth. 

J>RE-SCHOOL 
3 and 4 year old 

CHILD CARE 
Elementary Programs 
Before / After school 

Summer Adventure Camp 

School-Based Programs 

ED WHITE 
MEMORIAL YOUTH CENTER 

1513 Third St. 

474-2853 
Seabrook 

Answers page 65 

WHAT A LOCAL 
INDEPENDENT 
BANK MEANS 

LOCAL DECISIONS TO 
MEET LOCAL NEEDS! 

If your bank branch can 't seem to 
make decisions, call two 

professional bankers who 
can and do! 

Aaron Schein Steve Hadlock 
Vice Chairman President & CEQ 

Direct Direct 
480-7827 332-5523 

27 YEARS STRONG! 

- ,x_ '-- 'A :ftit Bay ,-,rea"< . .J 
Bank&Trust 

332-5521 
218 NASA Blvd. Webster, Texas 77598 

700 Gemini Houston, Texas 77058 

Answers page 65 

. Congratulations Seabrook Association 
On The 1991 Seabrook Celebration 

~c/4//~ c!nw · <f ma:r ~ . 
Councilman (!LL ~ £J:J .. 

7/J~ · 

~~~ 
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IF WALLS COULD TALK 

By Dorothy A. Boyle 

I f walls could talk, there would 
be a lot more known about the 

history and use of the "Big House" 
once standing on the San Jacinto 
Girl Scouts' sailing campgrounds 
- Casa Mare - just north of Sea
scape One on the bayside of Tod
ville Road. 

Built in 1915 by Mr. William 
Burnet Scott, who was then presi
dent ( as well as founder) of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad, ~he 
house was an example of Mission 
architecture. He built the home by 
the water as a year..,round family 
dwelling because he felt the bay 
breezes helped his hay fever. The 
original name of the property was 
Deepdene. Mr. and Mrs. Scott, 
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Casa Mare as it appeared in 1980. Photo 
by Debbie Ortiz, Director of Communi

cations San Jacinto Girl Scout Council 

their seven children, Miss Mar
garet Bruce, (Mrs. Scott's sister) 
and seven servants moved tO the 
completed ~ome the week of the 
1915 hurricane. 

The house was built to be hurri:
cane-proof, and withstood many 
storms as well as the hurricanes of 
1941 and 1961. However, it could 
not stand the rising costs of reno
vation and reconstruction, and final
ly was scheduled to be torn down 
in early fall of this year. The house 
had a basement and a first floor 
consisting of kitchen,_ pantry, liv
ing room with fireplace, and din
ing room. There were six bed
rooms on the second floor. The 
third floor (also with a fireplace) 
was used by the original Scott fam-

ily as a ballroom and in later years 
as a gameroom. 

If only those 10-inch concrete 
walls could have told some of their 
stories before removal, perhaps it 
would have put an end to the 
rumor of someone jumping from 
the third floor outside balcony. 
Local resident~ claim thls and other 
stories about the inhabitants of the 
mansion are really tales invented 
by older Girl Scouts as bedtime 
ghost swries. 

The San Jacinto Girl Scout CounT 
cil bought the Scott mansion along 
with 47 acres of wooded bayfront 
property in March 1958. They are 
ensuring that special items from 
~he "Big House" are to be saved in 
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Studio & Gallery 
* Pottery 

* Fine Crafts 
* Pottery Classes 
1402 5th Street 

· Seabrook, Texas 77586 
(713) 4 7 4-3249 

on the waterfront 

• Pine Custom Framing • Art • Gifts 
• Photography • Photo Restoration 

• Retail • Wholesale 
Ruth Burke - Owner 

~~:~~~:~6 I 414-401 s 
1105 2nd St.- Old Town Seabrook 

DEBBIE POMEROY'S 

M'INT CONDITION 
HERB FARM 

&.EMPORIUM 
an herbal 

nursery and 
garden gift · 

shop 

909 Hall St. · 
474-3640 

SHOP & DINE 

(!J(d 
Ye .. .19~-

ARTS & ANTIQUE COLONY 

More ~han 30 Shops, Restaurants_, 
Galleries and Studios to choose from. 

KIDD PROPERTIES 

:~HUCHAWAJ:S 

·Balf1hai 
Thai Cui1f11e 

Serveb ftt tl1e cl1ant1 of a 
1920"• Oh, Seabrook HoMfe 
ovef'lookms tl1e back ba'1 

ond St -· 
Ooqfhol 

Lunch - 11 am - 2 pm Tues - Fri 
Dinner - 5 pm - 10 pm Tues, Wed, Thurs 

5 pm - 11 pm Fri & Sat 

(713) 474-4248 

1101 Second Street* Seabrook, TX 77586 

If It's Wood 
Furniture Refinishing Antique Restoration 

* FREE ESTIMAT_ES * 
JOAN PULLEY 

OWNER 

·1909 NICHOLSON 
Seabrook, TX 77586 

(713) 4 7 4-7644 
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BAY AREA 
a memorabilia room that will be 
part of a new facility . A senior 
Scout working on her Gold Award 
made a video of the "Big House" 
along with a narrative of the his
tory of the mansion from the date 
of completion until 1991. 

BODY SHOP 

* COLLISION REPAIR 
SPECIALISTS 

* INSURANCE CLAIMS Some of the history of the house, 
as told by early residents of the 
area and the Scouts, includes the 
fact that the William Burnet Scott 
family lived there for many years. 
The Scott children, Norman, Flor-

* AUTO FRAME REPAIRS 
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474-4711 

3110 Bayport Blvd. (Hwy 146) 
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H CLUB
BA·R _ 
AURA 
'f:,7.·4 ~ 

Schedule of Events 
12 Noon-2 p.m . - 14 oz . $5 95 • THURSDAY LUNCH SPECIAL Prime Rib w/Trimmings from • 

12 Noon-2 p.m. - $6 95 
• DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL Prime Rib and Seafood from • 

• HAPPY HOUR 4-7 p.m . . Mon-Fri - Fashion Show every Wed., 
Thurs. and Fri. during Happy Hour 

• FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR Huge FREE Buffet w/Fashion Show 

• LIVE MUSIC every Thurs., Fri., Sat. & Sun. evenings! · 
• sun Deck / Swimming Pool / Water Volleyball / Bikini Contest 

Muse le Beach Gym 
* Open 7 days a week - 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. * 

305 Bath St., Seabrook - Located on the waterfront under Kemah Bridge 

ence (later married to Mr. Hugh • 
Potter of Houston, the developer 
of River Oaks), Blair, Adelaide, 
Madge, Austin and Douglas (later • 
married to Hilda Platzer of 
Kemah) rode the train to school in 
Houston. The train stopped at the 
tiny railroad station, called "Surf," 
across from the estate entrance if 
the children waved a handkerchief. 
When the engineer saw the hanky, 
he would blow the whistle twice to 
signal he ~ould stop. 

Five trains a day went from 
HoJston to Galveston with sta
tions along the bay areas of El 

. Jardin, Surf, Todville, Seabrook 
and Kemah. The Southern Rail
road line ran through Seabrook 
and a commuter line_ran parallel to 
Todville Road. 

Mr. Scott kept a private railroad 
car on his spe·cially built spur of the 
railroad track. Contrary to popular 
belief, the children did not ride 
their father's private car to school. 
It was used to bring guests to and 
from Deepdene for weekend visits 
and parties. The spur track re
mained until 1938. 

Mr. William B. Scott died in 
1926, and his wife Christina died 
in 1935. The Scott's son Douglas 
and his wife Hilda lived at Deep-
0dene until 1942 when his com-
pany, Texaco, transferred him to 
New York. Then Hilda's father, 
Mr. Platzer, bought it as an invest
ment. The house was leased to the 
Hereson family for a short time. 
Betty Jo and Addie Jean Hereson 
were youngsters then. Schoolmates 
tell of being very impressed that 
the two girls lived in· such a fine 
house, but there were reports it 
was beginning to deteriorate, with 
the roof leaking and the heating 
system in need of repair. 

In · 1943, a one-time Houston 
district attorney, William H. Scott, 
(no relation to the original owner) 
bought the house and repaired it. 
In the next few years, peacocks 
were brought to the property and 

they roamed all over the grounds 
until the 1960s. The screeching 
noises they made gave rise to the 
ghost stories of a woman scream
ing for help. Mrs. Scott received 
the land and the home from her 
husband in a divorce settlement, 
and it was this Mrs. Scott who sold 
the estate to the Girl Scouts in 
1958. I 

In 1959, the Girl Scouts held a 
contest to name the mansion. Casa 
Mare, meaning "house by the sea," 
was the winner. Initially, Casa Mare 
was a program center used by Girl 
Scouts of all ages. One of the favor
ite projects of the troops was to 
pick fruit from the orchards and 
sell it for $1 a bushel. Eventually 
the mansion came to be affection
ally called the "Big House." 

During the 1980s, a movie com
pany produced Moon Over Blue 
Water in Seabrook and LaPorte. 
There was also filming around the 
"Big House." The company built a 
gazebo as background for a scene 
with Burgess Meredith. When the 
filming was completed, . the film 
crew moved. the gazebo to a place 
on the grounds more beneficial to 
the Scouts' use. 

Now, Casa Mare · means the 
entire property, encompassing sev
eral dorms, a dining hall, kitchen, 
soccer field, swimming pool and a 

fleet of sailboats. The facilities 
have been expanded and enhan·ced 
over the years ( the old pump house 
became the sail storage shed) so 
that more girls may be offered a 
wider variety ·of Scouting activi
ties. The camp buildings have been 
connected by boardwalks enabling 
Casa Mare to offer sessions for dis
abled girls and making it the only 
campground' completely accessible 
to the handicapped. Throughout 
the summer there are several two
week sailing camps for the older 
Scouts. Continued year-round use 

REALMARK 

FAMILY & COSMETIC 
DENTISTRY 

Tina F. Patterson, D.D.S. 
• Cosmetic Reshaping 
• Bleaching 
• Children Welcome 
• Insurance Accepted 

-326~4242 
2622 EAST NASA ROAD ONE 

REALTY MARKETING - INVESTMENTS - DEVELOPMENT 

JACK STRICKLAND MARK NEFF 

474-9669 
1909 Capri, Seabrook, Texas 77586 
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Preservation Efforts Continue For Casa Mare 
As A D,,y At The Bt,y goes to press, 

the fate of the "house by the sea" is 
still uncertain. State apd national pres
ervationists, and the Seabrook City 
Council, are still hoping to convince 
San Jacinto Girl Scout Council leaders 
to change their plans to demolish 
Casa Mare. 

Officials of the Texas Historical · 
Commission, the Greater Houston 
Preservation Alliance and the Na
tional Trust for Historic Preservation 
have contacted the Scouts in efforts to 
save the three-story, concrete mission
style home. These entities have urged 
the Girl Scouts to apply for available 
grants and low-interest loans · to pre
serve the "Big House"; they have 
made offers to assist in material prep
aration to get the home listed on the 
national and state register of histori
cal places, as well as offering staff 
assistance in evaluating the condition 
of .the building and to formulate a 
preservation plan. · 

Walls continued from pa~e 43 

of the grounds and the future 
multi-purpose building will pro

. vide even more activities for a 
larger nu~ber of modern Girl 

However, the San Jacinto Girl Scout 
Council board of directors contends 
the house is_ very expensive to main
tain and that to keep it would not be in 
the best interests of the Scouts. The 
board's stand has been that the Coun
cil is not in the business of historical 
restoration and/or preservation, but 
rather in the business of serving girls 
- they feel their membership would 
be better served by a different type of 
facility. Ann W. Schneider, executive 
director of the Council, has stated that 
the amount of money required to res
tore the home will be better spent to 
meet the needs of more girls in the 
41,000-member, 21-county San Jacinto 
Council. 

Permit application was made in 
August to the City of Seabrook by a 
Houston architectural firm to raze the 
house ( originally scheduled for this 
past Labor Day). The permit is good 
for six rrionths - time for historical 
groups to organize an effort to move 

Scouts. 
Deepdene, the mansion,.the "Big 

House," is no more. If only walls 
could have ta lked ... what other 

. 

Art 3902 ~ C:, Antiques 
NASA e:,<-> And More· 

ROAD 1 
7~~~ 

EL LAGO Antiques and Collectibles 

BETWEEN SPACE 
CENTER & SEABROOK T&D 

326-1855 SPORTS COLLECTABLES 
· and GAME ROOM 
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the building. And the Scouts have 
granted a reprieve, giving the Texas 
Historical Commission until January 
1 to accept the Council's invitation to 
relocate, and until April 15 to remove 
the house from the 43-acre campsite 
on Todville Road. They have asked 
the commission to coordinate the 
donation and relocation of the house, 
as well as any fundraising efforts. 

Although.Jim Steely, director of the 
National Registry Program for the 
historical commission, has not been 
optimistic about the relocation or 
garnering the necessary financia l con
tributions - "We don't encourage 
the moving of historic structures," he 
sa.id .:_ after seeing Casa Mare recently 
during a site review, Steely comment
ed that the building was "architectu
rally significant" and "in. very good 
condition.'·' Steely's office has referred 
at least one parry interested in relocat
ing the "Big House" to the Council. 

stories could be told? 

Resources 
1) Sue Harral, M~rge Jacobson, Shel 

don Kendall, Anne Moeller, Bill Odell, 
Debbi Ortiz, Eleanor Scott, Hilda Platzer 
Scott, Pokie Stamper, and the San Jacinto 
Girl Scout Council staff. 

2) Publications - Edwards, Laura L 
"A Touch of Paradise," Lttndr R endevous 
Festiv,tl S,tl1ttes Americc1's Bicentenni,tl 
1976, pp. 17. 

SanJacinco•Girl Scouts, "Casa Mare ... 
A House by the Sea" (a History of Casa 
Mare) , no page numbers, no date. 

3) A very special thank you to Anne 
Moeller, president of the San Jacinto Girl 
Scout Council , who welcomed me co an 
enlightening rour of the Scouts ' wonder
ful Casa Mare. 

Dorothy A. Bayle ,md her lmsh,md Chct 
rles. ht11:e lived in Se,,hrook for 13 ye,,rs. 

· Th ey httt·e tu·o grou·n sons. She is ,, 
· retired . element,iry school te,,cher dnd 

ct m~mher of the H ouston Archeologic,il 
Society tts U'ell dS the Cledr Like H eritdge 
Society. 

RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE FINANCING 
"From The Bank You Call Home" 

1st National Bank of Texas is pleased to announce a new service· 
"Residential Mortgage Loans", now being offered at our new br~nch 
facility, located on the corner of Hwy 3 and Medical Center Blvd. 

Stop in and ask Cindy Fr~day about our competitive mortgage rates, 
and about how you can finance your new home through · 
1st National Bank of Texas. 

1st National Bank of Texas Is "Your Home Town Bank" f We are 
dedicated to the growth and prosperity of the Clear Lake Area. 
That's why we continued to add new services for our customer's 
convenience. 

Don't forget to visit our Branch for FULL-SERVICE BANKING, in 
our lobby and at our convenient Drive-Thru.faciJities. 

4srNational · 
I Bank of..lfTexas 
450 Medical Center Blvd. (713) 332-3595 

@ 

BAY AREA BLVD . 

' "National 
Bank of•Texas 

HUMANA ! HOSPITAL 

Cf} • ■ MED. CENTER BLVD. t C/) 

< 
)( 
UJ 
>-

RESIDENTIAL 
MORTGAGE 

CENTER 

NASA ROAD ONE 

EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 

Member FDIC 

CLEAR 
LAKE 

"' > 
~ 

I 
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;BRAKE· 
JMasters· 

"Under Car Specialists" 
• FREE Brake Test • FREE 
Shuttle Service • All Work 
Guaranteed • Foreign & 
Domestic Cars, Trucks & RVs 

We Sp·ecialize In:• BRAKES • ALIGNMENT • SHOCKS 
• STRUTS • FRONT WHEEL DRIVE • OIL AND LUBE 

• FRONT END WORK • AIR c ·oNDITIONING 
TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER 

·500 w. NASA RD. ONE 710 s. FRIENDSWOOD DR. 
338-7878 Mon.-Sat. 8 AM-6PM 996-7878 

..L-07\·········~-
KWIKSTICliER 

STATE INSPECTIONS (Rain or Shine) 
GLASS REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

• Windshields• Plate Glass• Sunroofs • Headlights 
Radio Dispatched Mobile Service 

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURANCE CLAIMS 
Cc:~~ 

Advanced Technotogy in Gla'ss Repair 338-2690 500 W. NASA Rd. 1 
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BOAT & RV 
STORAGE . 

ONT·AYLOR LAKE 
* Near Red Bluff Road 

and Highway 146 

* Boat Ramp into 
Taylor Lake 

ALVESTON BAY 

Call Mike DeHart for details: 

326-1500 474-9378 
DAYS EVES & WEEKENDS 

MIA FAMIGLIA 

The Italian Cafe 

An Italian Tradition 

c:/f 'linl9 ue 

(i)a1.ta Eafr'l.!:J 

Take-out foods available 

Daily 11 :00-9:00 
Fri-Sat 11 :00-10:00 

Closed Sun.day 

4622 NASA Rd. l 326-1618 

Answers page 65 

NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART COVERED SLIPS 

• Maximum weather protection • Designed with yachts in 
mind .. . 40' -45 ' -50' slips • Finger piers on both sides of all 
boats • Large walk-in lockers available • Easy bay access 
• On-site marina personnel 

Blue Dolphin Y achtingCenter 
NASA ROAD ONE SEABROOK 
AT 7th STREET (713) 47 4-4450 TX 77586 
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A Se~b·rook Success Story 
By Mary Sue Anton Chuck 
''This is a hard business. I that one of the astronauts suits 

· mean it really is. It is very B · he modeled belonged to Walter 
physical. You see how skinny he Os One, Schirra and is on display at the 
is, and he eats from morning rill Smithsonian Institute. 
night." Chuck and Jan met while he was 

This is how Jan Bosone describes attending a North American train-
her husband Chuck, the man who ing school, and were married in 

( 

makes it happen at a Seabrook sue- California. In 1969, they bought 
cess story: Basone Automotive on . the Shell service station next to 
Repsdorph Road. Maramar shopping center from 

Chuck, a native of Pontiac, Illi- the late J.B. Stahl, who later served 
· · nois, says he "started building as a Seabrook councilman. Chuck 

engines and working on cars _at age continued his drag racing at Hous-
15 ." About this time, he and his ton International Raceway and, 
high school buddies started buying sometimes, Dallas or Louisiana, at 
and "souping up" old cars for drag · the same time. keeping the station 
racing. A favorite pastime was open seven days a week, 24 hours a 
"burning up Route 66 between k day.Jan .says, "We practically lived 
Pontiac and Chicago." ··· there. We gave away every kind of 

A bearded Chuck Bosone, well- promo gifts we could. I'll bet there 
tanned after 20 years of the relent- are still some round Oiler glasses 
less Gulf Coast sun, sits briefly and in half the cupboards in Seabrook!" 
incongruously in his private office Yes,Jan, you are right~ I just 
at his auto repair business, sur- tracked one down, filed right be-
rounded by NASA memorabilia hind a Trivial Pursuit cup. That 
and a 'few of his racing trophies must have been the premium I 
-a view of Chuck seldo·m seen by 'Seabrook is a great received on a scorching summer 
the public. Most of his customers day in I 970. When I pulled our 
picture him looking after their I little city ... not too 1968 Olds into the station for a 
"babies," zooming from one of the fill-up, I mentioned casually to 
20 bays to another, or from build- far from Houston, Chuck that I needed to come back 
ing to building on his little motor- for an oil change. 
cycle, ·making sure they are 'being close to the water, Chuck, ever the helping hand, 
treated well. d h h fi d said, "Pull her in here and we will 

Chuck says he moved to Texas an as t e rien - do it now." 

in the late '60s after a stint in the liestpeo,ple anywhere! Without thinking, I naively 
Air Force. He was tired of the Illi- drove onto the hoist, .and was 
nois winters and wanted to race We wouldn't want to surprised at how quickly my pas-
year-round. He arrived in the bay · sengers .. ind I became airborne. 
area during NASA's heyday, and live any place else.' Settling into a holding pattern, I 
was hired by North American looked into the rearview mirror 
Rockwell in crew systems control ============== and realized that my little charges 
where he rubbed shoulders with · were inventing a game called "Let's 
some of the great and famous. He trator Norman Rockwell, who was get out of here." My three-year-old 
proudly brought out a photo for writing about the space program son Phil_ip and his friends Jeff and 
which he posed for the late illus- for Look magazine. Chuck says Ron were having a picnic, dan-
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gling out the rear windows by their · 
shins. Ice cream cones just bought 
at the old Dairy Palms _were 
clutched in their grubby little 
hands. What was left of the con
tents that had not dribbled down 
my back was now dripping down 
the rear doors of my midnight
blue Delta 88. It took a· long time 
for me to forgive Chuck that one. I 
deserved a set of Oiler tumblers. 

In 1973 - when real estate was 
somewhat cheaper than now -

JACK ROWE 
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FUNERAL HOME 

MEMBER BY INVITATION 

NATIONAL 
SELECTED 0 MORTICIANS 

1625 E. MAIN 

SAWN & BOUTIQUE 

We Specialite In Problem Hair! 

3532 NASA RD. 1 
SEABROOK 

NEXXUS - REDKEN 
JOICO - MATRIX 

ESTABLISHED 1953 

I 332-1s11 

Perms 

Haircuts 
Color 
Waxing 
Sunglitz 

Permanent 

LEAGUE CITY 

Bleaching 
Highlighting 

Nails 

Pedicures 

Spiral Perms 
Cosmetics 

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 
Sat. 9-1 

(Evenings by Appointment) 

326-2423 

Aerial view of Bosone Automotive in 1970. 

the Bosones bought 1 ¼ acre on 
Repsdorph, working in their spare 
time and clearing the land them
selves so they could open an auto 
repair_ shop. By this time . they had 
two sons, Rob, age 9, who now 
works in the shop, and Chuck Jr., 
age 5, who now owns Neon Ware
house on Repsdorph. 

My mission was to learn the 
secret of the Bosones' success and, 
ironically, I came away with hints 
for avoiding an auto repair shop 1-

or at least, how to prevent serious 
auto problems. 

But this demonstrates that the 
Bosones are genuinely interested 
in and care about their customers. 
Bosone Automotive is a family 
enterprise. According to Jan, Chuck 
takes care of the cars and she takes 
care of the money. Son Rob is a 
mechanic, and they also run a 
rental warehouse and a wrecker 
service. 

Many of their 18 employees are 
long-term. A 14-year employee did 
just resign due to ill health and 
another to return to school. Chuck 
says it is difficult to find good 
employees but not really hard to 
keep them. Chuck attributes his · 
success in keeping good help to 
offering a health and dental insur
ance plan and, at times even more 
importantly, auto parts at cost. 

Jan points out that Chuck per
sonally oversees the work of each 
mechanic and also checks out the 
35 to 40 cars they work on each day 

before they are released to the cus
tomer: After one of his secretaries 
gifted Chuck with a pedometer, he 
discovered that he walks an aver
age of seven miles a day. In addi
tion, the odometer on his_ three
year-old motorcycle, which has 
never been off the property, reads 
2,300 miles. 

Chuck interjects, "The customers 
don't know the problems of a bus
iness like this, training new mechan
ics and all. They don't even ask if 
they ca_n get their car back this 
afternoon. They know if they want 
it tomorrow, they will bring it in 
tomorrow. That is why we usually 
don't get out of here before 9 or 
10 p.m." 

Sounds as if being available is 
the key to success. Yet Ja_n says, 
"'We have the best customers in 
the world." 

So, other than spoiling your cus
tomers rotten, how else do you go 
about instilling confidence in the 
public and keeping them happy? 

Chuck offers, "Being patien_t and 
courteous. That is probably the 
best thing we can do." 

Here Jan interjects, "He tries to 
explain everything to them. We 
save the old broken parts and let 
the customer see what went wrong. 
I have seen him come in here and 
talk to a customer for 30 minutes. 
He won't tell you that, but he 
does." 

When questioned as to who 
· would be a "problem" customer, 
Chuck says usually that would be a 
new customer who has already 
been to 10 shops and is skeptical 
about what is going to go on at his 
shop. Insurance rules · preclude a 
customer in the bays - a hoist can 
cause a very bad headache - but 
Chuck points out that if a customer 
has to stand there and watch the 
work on his car, he would send him 
someplace else anyway. 

Both admit that running an auto 
repair shop can prove very· stress
ful. Despite this, Chuck says he 
would do the same thing again. He 

enjoys it. To get away, they take a 
trip to the Hill Country. And, like 
being on a busman's holiday, Chuck 
has a hideaway where he builds 
little engines, -his "toys," as wife 
Jan describes them. He has also 

restored a 1974 Datsun, which he 
brought home in the back of a 
pick-up. For "fun" he added a 350 
Chevy engine with a 671 super
charger. 

When asked if he misses racing, 

Gentle, concerned care for 
theentirefamily. Youwill 
receive quality and comfort 
in our office. 

1901 Bayport Blvd. 
Suite 103 

s 
RROT 

"The Good 
Life Cuisine" 

F. David Britton D.D.S. 

General Dentistry 
Seabrook 

COSMETIC • BONDING 
SURGERY • PENTURES ETC. 

SERVING SEABROOK 
FOR 12 YEARS 

FOR APPOINTMENT CALL 

474-2002 

SUNDAYS 

■ -I V/S,1 I 

ARE FOR SEAFOOD 
ON TIIE WATERFRONT 

Sundays are special at The 
Flying Dutchman Restaurant 
&. Oyster Bar. Your place for 
great seafood, boat viewing 
and total relaxation. 

Open Daily at 11 :30 

FLYING 
DUTCHMAN 

On the Kemah WaterfTOnt 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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SALES• SERVICE• RENTALS 
"The RIGHT boat for your SPORT" 

BILLY FULLER 
(713) 474-3079 

1505. Hwy. 146 Seabrook, TX 77586 

1350 NASA Road One #200 
Houston, Texas 77058 

Office 

(713) 333-9229 
Residence 

(713) 474-4875 

GULF COAST 
LIMESTONE, INC. 

SERVING TEXAS SINCE 1968 

• FLEX BASE • COVE STONE • BALLAST 
• RIP RAP• CONCRETE AGGREGATE 

• STABILIZED MATERIALS 

- TRUCK AND RAIL DELIVER -
WE UNLOAD RAIL CARS 

*YARDS IN HOUSTON, GALVESTON, 
TEXAS CITY AND THE BAY AREA* 

(713)474-4124 

RETAIL & WHOLESALE 
Fresh Daily Shrimp, Crabs, Fish 

and Oysters 

G FOREMAN'S PIER 7 
SEAFOOD, INC. 

Market Open 
7 Days a Week 

You Buy, We Fry Deli 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
Call-In orders to go welcome! 

(713) 474-2668 
409 Todville Rd'., Seabrook, Texas 77586 

Chuck admits he has a couple of 
race-ready cars and a nitrous
powered V-max - just in case. 

There seemed to be no diplo
matic way to ask THE question: 
What escalates the cost of auto 
repairs? 

Chuck explains that electronics, 
computers and components hav
ing to do with electronics are the 
culprits; According to him, "The 
costs have quadrupled." As an ex
ample, he cites a Jaguar lightbulb 

'He tries to 

explain everything 

to them. We save 

the old broken 

· parts and let .the 

customer see what 

went wrong. I 

have seen him 

come in there and 

talk to a customer 

for 30 minutes.' 

which now has to be replaced with 
a Jaguar part. An unsuspecting 
mechanic who carelessly replaces 
it with an ordinary lightbulb ruins 
a $400 computer that operates the 
tail light. "Used to just have wires." 

No make of car is unwelcome at 
Basone' s: antique, foreign, exotic. 
Antiques or luxurious cars like a 
Rolls Royce or a Lamborghini ·_ 
"anything over $50,000" - get 
special parking privileges. As 
Chuck notes, "We put them where 
there is nothing moving on either 

~JV~ 
WILD and TAME PLANTS 

TREES and SHRUBS 
for Coastal Growing 

>c> 
Joe Hester 

(713 ) 474-2229 
3029 Todville Road 

Seabrook, Texas 77586 

Congratulati()ns 
Seabrook Association 

PERRY CHRISTY 
Certified Public Accountant 

(713) 474-5700 
1902 Bayport Blvd., Suite 105 

Seabrook, Texas 77586 

YOUNG'S 
YACHT SERVICE 

Full-Service Yard 
Specializing In: 

JlllllGRIP~ PAINTING 
FIBERGLASS REPAIR 

(Coast Guard Certified) 

GELCOAT MATCHING 
MECHANI.CAL ~ ELECTRICAL 

3001 NASA Rd. 1 • Seabrook 

(713) 326-1234 
\ 

(713) 4 7 4-7900 

STATE FARM -.. 
INSURANCE 

I,. ® ..., 

JACK W. ROSS 
Agent 

2013.Bayport Blvd. (Hwy. 146) 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 · 

"Located In Downtown Seabrook" 

,. 

· side of them." 
According to Chuck, neglect is 

the most frequent reason cars end 
up in a shop. He adds that the most 
expensive reason is, "People hear 
noises and don't pay attention to 
them. Or they hear noises and 
maybe get used to them." 

As to the three most essential 
things a car owner._can do to keep 
his car in good working order and 
prolong its life, Chuck obliges with: 
"1) Changing oil and transmission 
fluids; 2) changing all the hoses 
after four years; 3) monitoring 
warning lights - even lights that 
go off and on - and gauges." 

Free advice, folks. If you hear a 
noise, don't just crank up KIKK. 
Get over to your mechanic- right 
away. 
- The Bosortes foresee great things 
for the bay area. They are excited 
about Space Center Houston, soon 
to be opened at NASA, and believe 
that the new bridge over the Clear 
Creek Channel is a big improve
ment over the nostalgic, but often
times traffic-jamming, drawbridge. 

It is obvious that both Bosones 
are dedicated Seabrook boosters. 
Jan served as a councilman a few 
years ago. In their words, "Sea
brook is a great little city ... not too 
far from Houston, close to the 
water, and has the friendliest 
people anywhere! We wouldn't 
want to live any place else." 

Looking at the success of Basone 
Automotive, this last statement 
should sit well with many of their 
faithful customers in Seabrook and 
the surrounding communities. 

Mary Sue Anton is a f ree-lance writer and 
a native Mis saurian. Having a great int er
est in preserving jdmily history, she pub
lishes a quart erly f amity newsletter for 40 
lucky subscribers. Mother of three grown 
children and .grandm other of five-year
old Martct, she owns Compu-Moms, an 
Apple computer-tutoring service. Her 
husbttnd, A rthur, has prdcticed medicine 
in Seabrook f or 21 years. 
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BAR &GRILL 
'-~Y/ w 

ON CLEAR LAKE 
3713 NASA ROAD I • SEABROOK, TX • (713) 326-2373 

CLEAR LAKE COFFEE HOUSE 
AND 

TO GO ICE.CREAM SHOPPE . 

CONES & SUNDAES - SPLITS - SHAKES - YOGURT 
GOURMET COFFEE - CANDY - GIFT BASKETS 

ART ON DISPLAY- OUT-OF-TOWN NEWSPAPERS 

MIRAMARCENmR 
(Hwy.146) 
Seabroo~ Texas 77586 326-3423 
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Answers page 65 

We are proud to have been chosen to produce and 
publish the Seabrook Celebration's A Day At 
The Bay magazine for t~e fi~h consecutive year! 

Quality typesetting, graphics, printing 
and publishing at affordable prices. 

1elltales 
4141 NASA Road I 
(In Clear Lake Marine Center) 

TYPESETTING. & PUBLISHING 

(713) 326~4488 
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One Of The Top Ten Yacht Clubs In Thi! United States 

Lakewood Yacht Club 
· By Patt T. Pappas 

B efore the turn of the century, 
the Rugers Hotel occupied 

the site where Lakewood Yacht 
Club w~s constructed in 1955. Color
ful surreys from the three-story 
hotel would pick up their guests 
from_ the Southern Pacific train 
station in Seabrook and transport 

· them to the Rougers. One can only 
imagine how the visitors must 
have enjoyed the beautiful oak and 
palm trees that were planted before 
1900 as they viewed the sunse_t on 
Clear Lake. In the vicinity of the 
main harbor, the hotel provided a 
boat to take their guests on fishing 
excursions to enhance their stay. 

The Rougers Hotel withstood 
the Galveston Hurricane of 1900 
and operated until about 1918. It 
remained vacant until the mid-'30s 
and was then demolished. Mr. 
Sharp, the owner, sold the prop
erty to Ben Taub, who later con
veyed the land to Lakewood Yacht 
Club. 

Located on the northeast corner 
of Clear Lake in Seabrook, Texas, 
Lakewood Yacht Club officially 
opened its doors on August 19, 
1955. Many of the organizers of 
the club were members of the 
Houston Yacht Club. It is said that 
one of the reasons Lakewood came 
into being was becal!se the Hous
ton Yacht Club was becoming pri
marily a sailboaters' club and some , 
of its former members wanted a 
club solely for powerboaters. 

The ·first meeting to establish 
the club was held in 1953 at the 
office of Sterling Hogan Sr. with 
·the following elected as directors : 

56 

\ W.R. Parker,J.D. Kirkpatrick and 
Sterling Hogan Sr. The assistant 
manager of · the Houston Yacht 
Club, -W. Armstrong, helped in 
organizing Lakewood and was its 
first manager. CS. Wallace became 
the first commodore in 1955. 

. The contractor for the clubhouse 
and vice commodore , Sterling 
Hogan was the original signer of 
the deed between Lakewood and 
the Taubs. 

Initiation fee for .a governing 
membership was $2,400. The gov-

Photo by Patt T. PappaI 

erning board was comprised of 
Waters Davis of League City, Tom 
Crowley of Kemah and Walter G. 
Hall, who is a very supportive and 
active member today. 

In 1957, Lakewood numbered 
286 with a 350 membership limit 
imposed. Also that year it ranked 
first in capital assets and-participa
tion over other private yacht clubs 
in the area. 

The existing Bermuda-style club
house, situated on 35 acres, is the 

original structure as are the swim
ming pool, patio, one tennis court 
and three boat sheds for 54 cabin 
cruisers. 

· In 1973, the members decided to 
allow sailboaters to join the club. 
At that time, the club's financial 
status had been suffering, but with 
the influx of more members the 
gradual upswing led to an econom
ically sound organization. 

Over the years, numerous addi 
tions and improvements have been 
achieved. Under the Master Plan, 
developed in 1977 and originally 
approved in May 1978 by the L YC 
board of directors, the construc
tion of two additional lighted 
tennis courts, dredging, and com
pletion of the northwest harbor 
commenced. Other major projects 
in the late '70s were the construc
tion of a bathhouse and cabana bar 
next to the swimming pool, reno
vation of the Commodore's Room, 
and upgrading of the landscaping. 

During the '80s, an updated tele
phone system was installed through
out the complex; a permanent 
guardhouse was erected at the en
trance · to the grounds to provide 
24-hour security; the east parking 
lot was paved. Other projects in
cluded bulkheadtng and dredging 
of the new west harbor; new boat 
ramps at the end of "E" Sail; con
struction of the ·east parking lot 
near "F" Pier; piers and walkways 
elevated in "D" and "E'' Sheds;_ 
raising and paving the roadway 
system. Landscaped beautification 

GREGG & MIESZKUC,, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

DICK H. GREGG; JR. 
MARILYN MIESZKUC 

POLLY P. LEWIS 
DAVID R. JUIST 

JUDY BLANCHARD 

17044 EL CAMINO REAL 
- CLEAR LAKE CITY 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77058 

(713) 488-8680 -
FAX (713) 488-8531 

I 

continued; the bathouse was con
structed adjacent to west harbor 
and the west harbor finished; 
Lakewood South at Offatts Bayou 
in Galveston was developed; the 
gra_nd ballroom added to the east 
side of the clubhouse was com
pleted as well as dredging the west 
harbor and construction of "G" 
and "F" Piers, ·"B" Shed, and rais
ing walkways. 

Cef~ 
~Y~JnD. 

In the '90s, the club bar, dining 
area, lounge and restrooms were 

ENGINES SALES & SERVICE 

• Volvo • Crusader • Paragon 
• Chris Craft • Borg Warner 

• Osco • Sherwood 

BILL POLLARD -
(713) 474-3417 (713) 326-3252 

2222 Repsdorph 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

docked at 2613½ NASA Rd. 1 
(713) 326-7613 

Seabrook, Texas 
Houston, Texas~ Clear Lake Floating Restaurant & Tavern 

BUY• SELL 
RENT•TRADE 

WE HAVE 100s OF GUITARS IN STOCK AND A 
BROAD SELECTION OF KEYBOARDS, 

DRUMS, SCHOOL BAND INSTRUMENTS, 
AMPS, PA SYSTEMS, LIGHTS, EFFECTS, 

PARTS, SHEET MUSIC AND MUCH MORE! 

EXPERT INSTRUMENT AND AMP REPAIR -
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND FRIENDLY 

SALE,SPEOPLE. 

CUSTOM SOUND 
REINFORCEMENT 

& P.A. RENTAL 

HOURS: 
M-F 10-7 . 

SAT. 10-5:30 
SUN. 12-5 

3722 NASA Road One 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 
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C*ASTAL 
STORAGE 
MINI WAREHOUSES 

Storage Available For All Purposes 
• Fenced • Security System 
• Manager • Concrete Structures 

COMMERCIAL . PERSONAL 

474-7233 
3018 Hwy. 146 • Seabrook, Texas 

OWNER - HERB MILLER 

We ,~ it all! 
Get quality copies at .the right price for all your copy needs: 

• Manuals • Resumes • Maps 
• Pamphlets • Labels • Displays 
• News~etters • Directories • Diagrams & 
• Bulletins • Reports Designs 
• Calendars • Photos • Charts & 
• Catalogs • Menus · Graphs 
• Transparencies • Layouts • Books 

For your next copy job, call us firs~. 

COPY QUIK SHOP, INC. 
1303 NASA Road 1 • Houston, TX 77058 • 713/486-0173 

SINCE 1917 

Seabrook 
Construction 
Inc. 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

.;//u!-nk ~U,v fffi, cLn otlu,:p, .U,,t,,('.O ~ j,d )fPaP• . . . 

/th~aLUyta.,MLon,o:u;, riuA.taa✓uC1.f', Pf'nu1,/.r,/. rJ';1,1kiP ,'.1,,. 

( l&rd ua✓ in.,, f.9.9.P. f-1p, /l'o a ; , Pt'Fn~N-h~lin!/ ,a,nli-. 

(713) 474-5964 
(713) 474-5874 

1210 Bayport Blvd. Hwy. 146 
Seabrook,Texas77586 

Pat Gibson, first woman on LYC's 
board of directors, christens Lone 
Star Eagle .. Photo by Patt T. Pappas 

refurbished; the clubhouse roof 
was replaced and roadways re
paved; new carpeting was installed 
around the pool area. The con
struction of a new pavilion and 
bath facilities at Lakewood South 

' encompassing approximately 730 
square feet of covered space, was 
completed and dedicated in 1991. 

Some of the special events that 
have taken place over the years at 
Lakewood Yacht Club are the an
nual Commodore's Ball and annual 
Awards Night. 1981 saw the first 
Regata Del Golfo al Caribe Maya, 
the Galveston to Isla Mujeres bi
ennial race . L YC hosted the first 
annual Foley's/ Sperry Challenge 
Cup Regatta in 1982; Seahorse 
camp organized in 1983, an annual 
summer event for the youth at 
Lakewood. The annual Blessing of 
the Fleet and opening day ceremo
nies, enhanced by the Texas A&M 
Marching Band since 1986, con-

.... ~"ts SUPER Sb ~~., 
COMPLETE DETAIL 

& AUTO UPHOLSTERY 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
(713) 4 7 4-7111 

1401 Highway 146@ NASA Rd. 1 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

tinues to be an impressive high-
light, as qoes the annual Harvest . P,,tt P,,pp,,s h"s been "freel,mce writer 
Moon Regatta and Cruise to Port for 20 y e,,rs . Sh e hcts been" m ember of 
Aransas. The America's Cup Gala, L,,keicood Y"cht Cltth since I 973 , seri·ing 

f or IO years ,,s editor of th e Likewood 

origin,tily rese<1rched <1 nd zcrotc: " hi.r tor_J' 
of the duh f or L1ke 1cood's 15th clllll iz-er
S,tr)' i11 1980. Pdtt ,m d !J11.rh ,md Gernp, e 
nou· reside i11 Lilhm. A l<1h,tlllcl. 

a fund ra ising dinner-dance for Log, th e d1th 's m onthly netn letter. She 

America II, was held iri 1986; 
annual Ladies Sailing Camp started 
in 1987; the first Bacardi Cup 
Regatta -Galveston to Key West 
(775 nautical miles ) - was run in 
1987. LYC hosted the USYRU 
Junior Sailing Championships in 
1989 and the Biloxi Challenge Cup 
in 1991, (400 nautical miles from 
Galveston to Biloxi) . The many 
ongoing activities consist of month
ly tenn is tournaments, Ladies 
Association and Seahorses racing 
cruising, club parties with a full~ 
service restaurant and bar and 

' meetings. 
Today, Lakewood Yacht Club 

has approximately 530 members 
with 375 covered and open boat 
slips ranging from 100 feet · in 
length in the sheds, 75 feet for 
open slips and 30 feet for smaller 
boats. All of the 18 cabanas are 
occupied and have a waiting list. 

As in the past, the members and 
staff continue to have a lasting 
impact on the future success of the 
organization through the noticea
ble display of vast improvements 
over the last 36 years. With the 
dedication and achievements of its 
members and management, Lake
wood continues to grow and pros
per as a first-class club fulfilling its 
reputation as one of the top IO 
yachts clubs in the U nired States. 

Seabrook 
Montessori 
School, Inc. 

474-7538 
Carley Hosler, Directress 

7 am - 6 pm 
1514 Third Street Seabrook. TX 77586 

.Espey, Huston & Associates, Inc. is a full 
serv ice engineering and environmental 
consulting fi rm w ith offices in Houston, 
Texas. Our extensive experience includes: 

• Civ il Engi neering 
• Environmental Engineering 
• M unicipa l Serv ices 
• Survey ing 
• Transportation 
• M arine En gineering 

I I I I I ' I I I I I I I I I ' I I I I I I I I I 
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Engineering & 
Environmental 
Consultants 

SEABROOK, TEXAS 

Houston, Texas 
713-781-8800 

Thank you all for making our 
Restaurant one of the Best! 

2511-A NASA Road One 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

8,uu{, &Htd 
Owner/Operator 

(713) 326-1512 
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Compliments of ... 

i 
SEAFOOD 

RESTAUR~NT & MARKET 

104 KIPP KEMAH, TEXAS 

(713) 334-3711 

* Ladies Fashions 

* Accessories, Gifts 

Lakewo-od 

Yacht Club 

Commodores 

* _ and Custom Alterations 

Bettye Rector - Owner 

(713) 4 7 4-9466 
1426 Hwy. 146 Seabrook, TX 77586 

C.S. Wallace . . . . .. . .. . . . . . 1955 
Milo E. Maule* ..... -. . . . . . 1956 
Edward C. James* . . . . . . . . . 1957 
C.B. DelHomme* . . . . . . . . . 1958 
Homer J. Moore ..... ...... 1959 
D. M. Cummings . . . . . . . . . . 1960 
William M. Dickey .... : . . . 1961 

. Bob Bailey* . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. 1962 
Paul Barkley*· . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1963 
Flavey E. Davis . . . . . . . . . . . 1964 
Jarrell B. Crow* ........... 1965 
Gaylord Fauntleroy . . . . . . . 1966 
George A. DeMontrond . . . 1967 · 
Brown Booth . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1968 
Robert N. Aylin . . . . . . . . . . 1969 
Richard Allen ............. 1970 
Richard Allen ............. 1971 
Chris H. W. Reuter* ...... 1972 
Chris H. W. Reuter* . . . . . . 1973 
Lloyd Jard ................. 1974 
Lester J.. Dewald* . . . . . . . . . 1975 
R.B. Baldridge . . . . . . . . . . . . 1976 
Foster W. Montgomery ... 1977 
M. Reeves Strickler . . . . . . . 1978 
M. Reeves Strickler . . . . . . . 1979 
S. George Pappas . . . . . . . . . 1980 
Barnard A. Pearl . . . . . . . . . . 1981 
Melvin J. Dold ............ 1982 
Fred W. Mohrhusen . . . . . . 1983 
Donald P. Rauscher . . . . . . . 1984 
W. Philip Conway ........ 1985 
Richard C. Ainslie . . . . . . . . 1986 
John Broderick ............ ·1987 
Don Genitempo .......... 1988 
Ed Matthews . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1989 
Alex Prati ........ : . . . . . . . 1990 
Jack Thomas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1991 

Honorary Commodores: 
Walter G. Hall Sr. • Paul Lucas* 
Captain W.R. Parker*• Francis G. 
Bray• John C. Garott* • C.M. (Pat) 
Ashby* • Bernard A. Taylor* 

John Cameron* 

* Deceased 

DON'T .MISS THE 
CELEBRATION 

OCT.5-6 
REX MEADOR PARK 

Photos, Documents And Memories 
·Needed For History Room 

Mon-Fri 8-5:30 
. Saturday 8-2 

At Evelyn Meador Library (713) 474-4203 
2205 NASA Rd. 1 

Seabrook, TX 77586 Remembering and preserving 
our past is a responsibility given to 
all of us in the present. Seabrook 
now has a special opportunity to 
ensure that its unique history is 
remembered. 

Over $12,000 has been raised by 
the community and Friends of the 
Evelyn Meador Library for a s pe
cial area to be set aside in the 
library's meeting room. Initial 
plans for the History Room include 
five panels which will hang from 
the walls; each panel will cover a 
topic that has been important to 
Seabrook's history. The panels will 
follow a format similar to the for
mat used in the Institute of Texas 
Cultures in San Antonio. 

A special · committee has been 
formed to gather information and 
tell the story of the area. An appeal 
has been made by the committee 
for photographs and documents 
that could be used for the project. 
The committee would carefully 
copy these items and · return the 
originals to the owner. At this 
time there is no room to house or 
preserve the originals. 

If you have photographs or doc
uments you would be willing to 
share with the community for this 
project, or if you are a longtime 
Seabrook r·esident willing to be· 
interviewed to share your memo
ries, please contact Sue _Harral, 
4 7 4-3 7 49, or Lynn Miller, 4 7 4-4260. 

It is so important co begin now 
to save these glimpses of our past 
... so much has already been lost. 
If you would like to assist in any 

way, please contact the committ~e 
or any board member. 

JACK NOLAN 
• CORPORATE LAW 
• BUSINESS 

LITIGATION 
• BUSINESS LAW 
• BUSINESS 

ACQUISITIONS 
• CHAPTER 11 

ATTORNEY 
• MEDICAL 
-MALPRACTICE 

• PERSONAL INJURY 
• PERSONAL 

BANKRUPTCY 
• FAMILY LAW 
• REAL ESTATE 

333-4811 
CLEAR LAKE 

18333 EGRET BAY BLVD., SUITE 301, HOUSTON, TX 77058 
Member Of State Bar Of Texas, ASA, Houston Bar Assn., Federal & State Licensed 

NOT GER BY TX. BD. LEGAL SPEC. 

-Seabrook

Mario's Flying Pizza 
&. Italian Restaurant 

· • Lunch Specials . • Salad Bar 
• Homemade Italian Food • 

Pizza to Ziti 

OPEN7DAYS 
Free Delivery - 4 PM to Closing 

474-5103 , 
1304 Hwy 146 @ NASA Rd. 1 Seabrook; TX 
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My Life Is These Birds 

By C. David Pomeroy Jr. 

0 ne of the best things about 
Seabrook is the diversity of 

its people. The town is nicely small 
enough that you meet interesting 
people around every corner. Tucked 
behind Frank's Shrimp Hut is the 
world of Cledie Causey. 

His two acres of wilderness are · 
the home for a gaggle of geese, a 
headstrong Shetland pony, a proud 
peacock, a couple of rambunctious 
dogs, and aviaries full of exotic 
looking and sounding birds. Built 
by his in-laws around 1952, the 

. compound of buildings, pens, pas
tures and outbuildings invites one 
to disappear from the everyday 
world. Cledie roams the area talk
ing affectionately with each of his 
animal friends, showing off - his 
world with great pride. 

Cledie and his wife Jackie came 
to Seabrook in 1946 to escape the 
air pollution of Houston. He quit 
his job as an inspector for Hughes 
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Tool Company and went to work 
with his in-laws, Merle and Helen 
Pretty, at their fish house dowri at 
the Point. Underneath the fish 
house the Prettys had an aviary full 
of parakeets and cockatoos for the 
amusement of their customers. By 
1952 the amusement had turned 
into a business of buying and sell
ing birds. Remember the para
kettes for sale at Kresges? A lot 
of them came from Seabrook. 

Cledie Causey feeding an eight-day
old macaw. 

Cledie' s· interest in the birds 
came later. He had gone back to 
Hughes Tool. Refusing to give up 
his idyllic country life, he drove an 
hour to work each day and an hour 
home. By the time of his retire
ment in 1980 he had risen to the 
position of a supervisor. By his 
estimation he had saved the com
pany thousands of dollars by catch
ing mistakes on shop drawings 
before they were turned over to 

Two beautiful parrots strut their stuff. 

J. 

the production departments. Need
less to say, he is proud of that fact. 
A heart attack focused his atten
tion back to home and Seabrook 
country. 

For a birthday, the Prettys gave 
their daughter a ring-necked para
keet. In learning to care for the 
gift, Cledie and Jackie were hooked. 
Jackie even developed a special 
formula for the babies. Cockatoos 
and macaws were added as the 
flock grew. 

Although they sold birds retail 
and wholesale, the business was as 
much for fun as for profit - they 
developed a true affection for their 
charges. To properly care for them, 
you have to be dedicated. A macaw 
hatchling is removed from the 
. mother shortly after birth, and 
·must be fed every two hours for 10 
days before a more humanly sche-

Macaw hatchlings are removed from 
the nest shortly after birth, and must be 
fed every two hours for 10 days. 

dule can be achieved. The birds 
quickly adapt to the feeding rou
tine, and easily and eagerly coop
erate. Since the birds are raised to 

SUSAN M. EDMONSON P .C. 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

2833 NASA ROAD ONE 
SEABROOK,TEXAS77586 

(713) 326-7587 

Neala Gunderson 
Catering 

Casual to Elegant 
Home and Business Entertaining 
1921 Clopper 
Seabrook, TX (713) 4 7 4-4880 

Protect Your Lungs •••• 

Don't Smoke Your Life Away! 

Dr. Warren Miller Dr. Kenneth Unger Dr. Dennis Suich 

Bay Area Pulmonary Associat~s 

450 Blossom, Suite B 
Webster, Texas 77598 (713) 332-9623 
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LA.IRSON, STEPHENS 
& REIMER 

A Professional Corporation 
Certified Public Accountants 

be sold as pets, human contact is Since most of the bird:5 are raised to 
1716· MANGUM, SUITE 300 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77092 

(713) 681-8500 important. Each feeding is accom- . be sold as pets, human contact is very 
panied with loving words and kiss- important. 

· ~s, much like you would do with a 
small child. 

Patience, observation and atten
tiveness are all important. Despite 
the flutter of wings and squawks, 
the birds know that Cledie cares 
for them. And they in turn give 
Cledie a reason for living.Jackie is 
gone now, but their collection of 
bird-friends remain. Cledie's chil
dren, now adults themselves, have 
given him grandkids of whom he 
is proud .. . but the feeding and 
caring routine of the birds keeps 
Cledie on the move. He's going 
strong at 76. 

Somewhere in the course of the 
conversation, Cledie will share one · 
of his basic philosophies in life -
laughter. He loves to laugh, arid he · 
shares humorous anecdotes with 
anyone who will listen. He collects 
jokes, amusing reminiscences and ' 
cartoons. He'll photocopy the good 
ones and pass them on to anyone 
... or everyone. 

Maybe it's the coastal living; 
that relaxed, laid-back attitude a.nd 
the freedom to do your own thing. 
But . look around your co~ner and 
see if you don't find someone. 
interesting like Cledie Causey. 

David Pomeroy has written extensively 
on the history of this area and is at work 

_ completing his book, Pasadena, The Ea rly 
· Years. He has written articles for the 

Houston Chronicle, the Pasadena Citizen, 
The Handbook of Texas and numerous 

• local hisfory publications. An attorney by 
education, David manages the f ,m1ily oil 
and gas business. 
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FAX: (713) 681-9043 

Buyers in Today's Market need 
special ATTENTION. 

The ATTENTION that only 
JANICE OWENS 

can provide. 

. RE/MAX Space Center • Keen NegoUation Skills 
1702 NASA Rd. 1 
Houston, TX 77058 
333-1700.(D) 326-7013 (W) 

• Creative Financing 
• Caring, Personalized 

Attention 

BARFOOT CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 
"Taking the Pain out of Living" 

• Auto Accidents • Headaches 

• On-The Job Injuries • Sciatica 

• Marine Accidents 

Hours: Mon-Tues-Wed-Fri 
9:00-12:00 & 2:00-600 . 474-7725 

• Other Spine-Related 
Conditions 

1418 Hwy. 146 
Seabrook 

Aluminum • Staii;iless • Exhaust Repair 
Heliarc Welding • Custom Fabrication 

Miller's Machine & Welding * Marine Specialist * 
Stainless Steel Hoses 

Dealer for t:\eroquip Performance Hose & Fittings 

(713) 474-2697 DODIE MILLER 
NIGHTS (713) 339-1704 1209 HIGHWAY 146 

FAX: (713) 474-4277 SEABROOK, TX 77586 

age 26 - Mike and Marlon DeHart 

age 27 - Bob and Evelyn Purswell 

age 31 - Jim Wyatt, Bill Kerber, Vinnie 
Schillaci 

age 38 - David and Debbie Pomeroy, 
Charles and Wanda WIiks 

age 53 - Bob and Madaline Herman 

Page 47 -Tom and Wilma Vogt, Jan Brown 

. Page 46 - Jerry and Barbara Myers, Robert 
and Darlene HIii 

Page 57 - Rick and Sue Harral, Regis and Sally 
Wrobleski 

Page 39 - Dodie Miller, Dr. John Barfoot, 
Eugenia "Pokie" Stamper 

Page 55 - Natalee Howard, Rocky and Lynn 
MIiier 
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At THE COVE Appliances • F we offer: • All N 
w/lc M rost-Free R ew D e aker • Ceiling F efrigerator 

H~Bs~~J~~XASsoN AVE. 
I 77058 

(713) 333-9495 

cit Connections In Sans• Washer/ 
• ~~~f\• Electronic ~~;•Vaulted 

u with Deck • s . ess Gates 
and v_olleyball Pool• S w1mming Pool 
!b~e'" Selected Unit~~-~omsAvail-

Icnic Areas aterscapes 

At HIDDEN LAKES & Dryers • Frost-we offer:• Washers 
w/lce Maker • E tree Refrigerator 
• ~eiling Fans • xF~a-Large Terraces 
Units • 19-Acre ~r~places in Some 
Beach• Lighted F' h~1vate Lake with 
• S IS mg p· pa• Pool w/F . ierw/Gazebo 
• Private Clubhountain and Waterfall 
Ro ouse w/TV · om • Cable TV A . Viewing va1lable 

H~8~r~~ fEXASEA BLVD. 
I 77058 

__ (713) 486-4005 

At HARBOR POINT --- ---- , 

we offer:• Frost-F HARB 
Refrigerator w/~~: OR PO 
~ak~r•MiniBlinds• f f\J!,l'_!).r",.T_; JNTE 
~s Ser/Dryer•Cable ~ ~ ~ a a a:• ec' ! ~ -...-
~at: B~;:;~~i~~.";{i=~= O N • ~ c;.; :--•: i,J YV .i VJ J,, £ 
ronic Access G A R L A 

Beautiful Swim ates• Covered Parkin K E 
Tub with D ming Pools• Clubh g • Two 
• Fish · . eek • Boat sr ouse • Hot ing Pier ips • Boat R 

amp s~~gb~1tEXASROAD 1 ' 77586 
(713) 326-2533 

:,ll~iXr·E--.. 1 ___ -S JANDING 

sJ.~~b~~sATEROAD 
1 

· XAS 77586 
(71 3) 486-9529 

At PIRATE Ti l S Landing we f e Entry• Frost-Free o !er:• Ceramic 
Maker• Mierow Refrigerator w/1 pl ave•Wa h ce 

~ce • Vaulted Ceir s er/Dryer• Fire-
• 

1 

utside Storage• pings • Ceiling Fans 
': HotTub • TennisCnvate Marina• Pool 

Sc~eoevir;J Parking ~u ~I ::recess Gates 
TV • Exercise Ro oom w/Big 

• Sand Volleyball C om• Free Cable ourt 

At FOREST Alarm s COVE we offer· • 1 . . • L ystem • Firepl . nd1v1dual 
• O~;g.e Walk-In Close~c; • Ceiling Fan 
Free side Storage• Tile C Patio w/Deck 

Refngeratorw/ I ounters • Frost-
ance Package• M' ce Maker• Full Appl" 

R

Dryer Connectiont:oTred Doors• Washe~/ 
oom • TV v· wo Pools• E • Pia 1ewing Rao xercise 

yground m • Clubroom SEA2410 REPSDORPH 
BROOK, TEXAS 77586 
(713) 326-3738 
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Seabrook .shipyard ~~~!0?~~~-
~ lt ~· ... ft~~,,,_ - 1------------------------~ ~$ ~~,~-Our Location Is Legendary . ~Gl.;'o~ 
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• Enjoy a Unique ~A 
Serving Galveston Bay Boaters Park-Like Atmosphere ~ 

For 50 Years! 

MARINA OFFICE 
• Pool overlooking Clear Lake 
• Storm tested levees 
• Self-tending tide risers 
• Double piers on most slips 
• Free lockers w/most slips 
• Deepwater slips (10 ft.) 
• On site uniformed security 
• Five AC bath houses 
• No wave action from 

Clear Lake 

MIMSIR 

(713) 474-2586 
• Parking close to the boat 
• BBQ grills - picnic areas 
• Washers - snack machines 
• Clubhouse - playground 
• Ships store 
• Fuel & bait dock 
• Yacht dealers-show docks 
• Waterfront restaurant 

w/courtesy dock 
• Best Location 

• Covered, Floating & Fixed Slips 
• Dry storage spaces available w/self service crane launch 

REPAIR YARD (713) 474-5186 

• Open Saturdays • Westerbeke Generators 
• Bottom Jobs · • Marine air conditioning 
• Paint Shop • Engine installation 
• Fiberglass repairs • Estimates 
• Ship's Carpenter • Haul outs to 65 ft. 
• Electrical • Quick Hauls 
• Welding • Yacht customizing 
• Rigging & Commissioning • Blister Repair & prevention 

. THE AREA'S MOST 

______________ """""':""" __ _ 
NEW CONCRETE FLOATING DOCK 

EXPERIENCED YARD - SAIL & POWER VISIT OUR BROKERAGE SHOW DOCKS 

NEW S0~TON MARINE TRAVELIFT 
Boats Unlimited Schooner 

BAY WATER Dealer for Newport "Rachel 8. Jackson" Regatta 
SHIP'S STORE Sailboats 24' -41' and AVAILABLE FOR CHA RTER Restaurant Com-pac Sailboats 14'-27'. Make Reservations Now for 

Complete Line of Good selection of brokerage Business Meetings, Birthdays, Since 1958 

Clothing, Gear, Hardware boats at Seabrook Shipyard 
Weddings, Anniversaries Fine Food & Cockta ils or Entertainment. 

474-5529 and 803 FM 2094 in Kemah. (713) 326-2855 474-3432 
c~i;A~s (713) 334-2559 P.O. Box 682, Seabrook, TX 77586 

YACHT SACKETT/Meeker's ~ FULL-SERVICE 

PAINTING Texaco AND 

FUEL DOCK Seabrook 
SELF-SERVICE 

RllflliRII! 100 Octane Gas • Beer YARD 
Ice • Sandwiches Yacht Brokerage • The area's ·only Rail Ways 

YACHT FINISHES 
Live Bait • Offshore Bait & Tackle 

• CNG REFILLS Sail • Power • Crane & Travelift 

(713) 474-5186 OPEN 7 DAYS• 474-2719 (713) 4 7 4-2126 
• Open Saturdays 
• VISA & MasterCard 




