


Centrally located within the NASA 
community is Humana Hospital-Clear 
Lake. 

Some of the most advanced treatment 
facilities anywhere are found at Humana. 
For example, The Pulmonary Center is re
cognized nationally as a "Center of Excel
lence" in the prevention, diagnosis, treat
ment and rehabilitation of lung disorders. 

Our highly-acclaimed Cancer 
Treatment Center is a regional referral sit 
for all types of cancer procedures, 
including medical, surgical and radiation 
therapy. Treatment is complemented with 
specialized nursing care and counseling, 
and support groups to help both patient and 
family replace fear with hope through 
understanding. 

When open heart or vascular surgery 
becomes necessary Humana Hospital has 
the specialists to carry out some of the 
most sophisticated procedures. Here, 
cardiology is a specialty, and we're 
prepared for the unique needs of cardiac 
patients both physically and emotionally. 
Our nursing philosophy inchides individual 
care for you and your family. 

All patients are treated as special guests 
at Humana Hospital-Clear Lake. The 
Women's Care Center, separated from 
other patients areas of the hospital, caters 
especially to the medical needs of women. 
It's a special time for women experiencing 
the miracle of childbirth. Humana offers 
birthing options, and complements the 

warm, comfortable atmosphere with highly 
trained nursing professionals. 

High-risk pregnancy patients and 
premature or sick newborns receive spe
cialized care. The medical expertise of our 
physicians and intensive care trained 
nurses, together with sophisticated 
technology makes Humana Hospital-Clear 
Lake a regional referral site for infant 
transfers from other area hospitals. 

General medical care at Humana 
Hospital-Clear Lake is provided by the 
area's leading physicians and specialists. 
Nuclear medicine, advanced diagnostic x
rays, and dual CAT-scan facilities are 
standard equipment at Humana. In 
addition, the magnetic Resonance Imaging 
Center offers a range of applications for 
imaging and is found very effective in the 
diagnosis of central nervous system 
disorders, cardiovascular disease and joint 
and disc disease. · 

ALVIN 

[] t 
Clear uko Medicll Cenler N 

Unlike facilities at other medical 
centers, Humana Hospital-Clear Lake is 
conveniently accessible.Close parking to 
the building ensures quick entry and 
departure. Outpatients and Seniors 
Association members enjoy added parking 
privileges. It's dear to see that Humana 
Clear. Lake is a hospital offering some of 
the most technologically advanced medical 
equipment and procedures available. But 
above all, we're a hospital of people. 
Physicians, nurses, volunteers and other 
staff professionals, from your own 
community providing quality, compassion
ate care. People you know and trust to look 

· after the health needs of your family. 
Nowhere else but Clear Lake will you 

find ,NASA's Mission Control center, and . 
nowhere else you will find a center of _ 
Medical Excellence, Humana Hospital
Clear Lake. 

Humana Hospital-Clear Lake 
500 Medical Center Blvd. 
Webster, Texas 77598 
(713) 332-2511 
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Coming 
Soon ... 

Seabrook's Exclusive 
Residential Community 

Quality Single Family Homes Set In The 
Quiet, Secluded North Shore Area Of Clear Lake. 

Amenities Will Include ... 
• Community Recreation Center 
• Pool & Tennis Courts 
• All Set In A Secluded, Wooded 

Atmosphere In Seabrook. 

For More Inf orlllation Contact . 

LCAKE Developing Company 
OVE (713) 785-5704 
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A Vis ion Of The Future 
Seabrook, Texas 

By Chuck Pinto 
Seabrook City Manager 

S erious business developers and 
persons seeking a unique quality 

of life would be wise to look at Sea
brook ... Clear Lake's "Window to the· 
Bay." The scene is breathtaking! 

Low tax rates, good quality residen
tial areas and an atmosphere of wel
come describe Seabrook well. Seabrook 
is on the move and is ..:_ just like the 
area it serves - fast~growing. It cele
brates a heritage of a quaint fishing 
village, blending a unique balance of 
tradition and progress. 

Seabrook's future is very positive. 
The City occupies a total area of 12.5 
square miles, of which 5.7 square 
miles is land area and 6.8 square miles 
is water area. With only 40 percent of 

the land area developed, Seabrook 
stands poised for positive, controlled 
growth and development. A major 
effort is under way by the City Coun
cil, Economic Development Commis
sion and city staff to streamline the 
government process, to encourage new 
growth and development, and expan
sion of existing businesses. 

The City enjoys many natural 
strengths. With over half of Seabrook's 
area consisting of the waters of Gal
veston Bay, Clear Lake and Taylor 
Lake, water- and tourist-related busi
nesses are being encouraged by the 
City. Seabrook is a ,part of one of the 
top three yachting centers in the Uni
ted States. In addition to its water 
frontage, Seabrook's close proximity 

's 

to NASA and Houston creates many 
opportunities for commercial, resi
dential and recreational development. 

Seabrook's unique shops for an
tiques, arts and crafts, and specialty 
foods ·are participating in the devel
opment of an Old Seabrook district. 
This development blended with a 
nicely developed waterfront will set 
the stage for a future economic surge 
that few will want to miss. 

The City stands ready to assist 
those interested in being a part of this 
exciting future. Co~tact City Hall at 
(713) 474-3201 for more informa
tion. H you are interested in bringing 
in a new business or development, 
inquire about the new preliminary 
development review process. 

ALTERATIONS 
CLEANERS 
LINEN SERVICE 

' . 

Clear Lake Area's Only Full-Service Cleaners 

GET HOOKED ON 
LOOKING YO0R BEST 

Wash - Dry - Fold .... Guaranteed Drapery Cleaning .... 
Feather Pillows Cleaned .... Bedspreads - Blankets .... Sleeping 
Bags .... Wedding Gown Heirlooming 
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STORES THROUGHOUT THE CLEAR LAKE AREA 
CALL 339-4541 FOR THE FRYDAY'S LOCATION NEAR YOU 

If you could have one wish granted 
for the future of Seabrook, what would it be? 

HIGH HOPES 
By Carolyn Pepping 

( (If you could have one wish way 146 to Galveston Bay is paved 
gra@ted for the future of Sea- with a ·cobblestone effect, except for 

brook, what would it be?" the bike lanes, which are smooth. 
This is the question graciously, · . Winding sidewalks a~ble along either 

enthusiastically and carefully answered side; the Victorian streetlights are 
by Seabrook residents and business just coming on, adding a twinkle to 
owners this past July in a random sur- graciously l:,rndscaped ~reas along the 
vey conducted by this writer. street. 

Oft-q~oted English philosopher and But wait, who is this smiling per-
bishop, Joseph Hall, once said, "Our son heading towards us? It's an offi
wishes are the true touchstone of our cial greeter from the Seabrook Cham-
estate; such as we wish to be we are. ber of Commerce Visitor's Center 
Worldly 'hearts affect earthly things; (which is also part of the Clear Lake 
spiritual, divine." This theme of goal- Area Chamber of Commerce) to an
setting and positive thinking is fre:- swer any of our questions and accom
quently repeated in popular songs. pany us on the tour buses we've 
How long ago was it we were hum- reserved. 

·. ming the popular lines, "You've got As our tour progresses, the ·first 
to have a dream; if you don' t have a things we ask concern the present 
dream, how're you gonna have a attitudes, policies and ways of life in 
dream come true?" And in another, Seabrook. Our greeter eagerly informs 
did you think ants couldn't move that us: "Besides making Seabrook beauti -; 
rubbertree plant? "Whoops! ... " ful, residents and business owners 

Oh, Seabrook! What will YOU be have worked together to make our 
in the future? city a prosperous, clean, happy place 

Using the concept that our wishes to live, shop and visit. A harmonious, 
do indeed influence what we become progressive attitude prevails. It's a 
or accomplish, let us assume the wishes friendly place to the people and the 
and hopes of the 1990 random gather- environment. Seabrook is family-orien
ing of ideas have materialized. Let us ted; civic pride is obvious. We do 
take a "srieak preview" and enter Sea- enjoy a considerable tourist industry, 
brook - future time. and are now a' leading community of 

We arrive via the monorail system the bay area. 
that links Seabrook with the I-45 sys- Our historical roots are intact and 
tern (which extends to Galveston). continue to nourish and enhance the 
NASA Road 1 is an eye-catcher, clus- city. Seabrook operates under a mas
tered with attractive, successf1.?,l-look- ter plan first developed back · in the 
ing businesses accentuated by care- 1990s which has been updated period
fully planned landscaping. The pleas- ically. Seabrook citizens' views form a 
ingly paved, trash-free streets with composite to define the direction our 

· bike lanes and sidewalks on both sides city should work for the future. Eve
definitely give the impression of a ryone has access for input, and the 
pedestrian-oriented communitv. population is willing to consider new 

Look at Second Street! The end by ideas. City elections now involve al
the slough has been raised in eleva- most no 'mudslinging' largely because 
tion and the whole street from High- of the community's positive, upbeat, 

friendly attitude. , 
Curbside recycling of various mate

rials is one thing residents and busi
ness owners feel good about because it 
conserves resources .. Residents have 
found a way not to pay extra for curb·
side collection: Recyclables are now so 
valuable that an entrepreneur collects 
paper, glass, aluminum and plastic for 
profit, refunding a percentage of the 
earnings to the city fot public parks 
maintenance. The recycling center 
also accepts all recyclable materials 
brought to it. 

Most residences and businesses use 
sunlight as a source of energy.instead 
of fossil fuels, and Seabrook has a 
desalinization plan which furnishes 
the community (and nearby towns) 
with wonderful fresh drinking water 
from the bay. 

Seabrook is a safe place for childr~n 
to grow and learn. We have a Teen 
Town for 14- to 18-year-olds that 
includes a swimming pool and pool 
tables. The teens organize· their own 
activities, with adult chaperones. We 
have a boys' club and a girls' club. 
There are several free or low-cost pla
ces for the children of Seabrook to 
swim. 'No drinking and driving' is a 
theme the youth groups promote in 
various ways. Drugs are mostly a 
thing of the past, except for medicinal 
uses. 

Our schools are still part of the 
Clear Creek Independent School Dis
trict and are among the best in the 
state. As part of its participation in 
Seabrook's · youth program, and to 
instill an early interest in aviation and 
service to our country, the National 
Guard regularly gives free helicopter 
rides to interested youths: 

The Ed White Y ouch Center con
tinues to develop outstanding and 
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MEAT MARKET STEAK HOUSE 
RESTAURANT 

"T-Bone" Tom Fitzmorris 

334-2133 538-2250 

707 HWY. 146 Kemah, Texas 
South of the Bridge 

. CHORE 
ENTERP~ISES, INC. 

" 
COMPLETE 

U-HAUL 
RENTALS 

TOWING 
ACCESSORIES 

SOLD & 
INSTALLED 

Boxes for Mailing & Packing 

(713) 474-5980 
2018 Bayport Blvd. (Hwy. 146) 

Seabrook, Texas 77586 

EAGLE GAS & SUPPLY. 
LP GAS - TANKS & FILLING -

KEROSENE - GAS GRILL PARTS 
GUMBO POTS - FISH FRYERS 

(713) 4 7 4-4363 
M-F 8-5:30 Sat. 8-4:30 

1201 HWY 146 
SEABROOK, TEXAS 77586 

Aluminum 
Stainless 

Heliarc Welding , 
Custom Fabrication 

* MARINE SPECIALISTS * 

MILLER'S MACHINE 
& WELDING 

* STAINLESS STEEL HOSES* 

(713) 474-2697 Dodie Miller 
Nights: (713)339-1704 1209 Hwy. 146 
FAX: (713) 474-4277 Seabrook, TX 77586 
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enjoyable activities for youth devel
opment, and the Little League pro
gram is well-supported and popular. 
The 'Little League' street behind Aspen 
Street is now paved, giving the nearby 
residents a dust free environment once 
again. 

Our Ed and Mabel White Senior 
Citizens' Center has doubled in size 
but retains its wonderful friendliness 
and creative, educational, enjoyable 
activities. A retirement and care cen
ter for senior citizens is here, adjacent 
to the golf course. 

Seabrook's police protection con
tinues to be one of the city's treasured 
aspects and receives much praise and 
support from citizens. Yo~ might like 
to know the speed limit is now the 
same on both sides of the Seabrook
Kemah Bridge. Our fire siren has 
been moved to a Highway 146 loca
tion to . be farther from residential 
areas; fire hydrants are in close prox
imity to all residences and businesses. 

The post off ice collects twice a day 
from its outside pickup box instead of 
.once at the end of the day, and there is 
also a Sunday pickup. 

Other community activities include 
an ongoing wo~k/ training program 
for the homeless, an outstanding AA 
program, and a job-assist program for 
teen-agers .. 

We have more recreational areas, 
all expertly maintained. Besides plan
ned landscaping, good maintenance, 
and everyday enthusiasm for com
munity 'good looks,' we have a 'Spar
kle Time' or total cleanup several 
times a year. Wildflowers are propa
gated wherever possible; each year 
the flowers are allowed to seed before 
mowing begins. 

The city checks subsidence in every 
way possible, and we have better hur
ricane protection. Ditches are kept 
clean, drains open. After storms, the 
community pitches in to help clean up 
public areas, as a high degree of main
tenance is demanded by Seabrook citi
zens. Apartment complexes and busi
nesses are required to have adequate 
trash bins to prevent overflowing 
trash littering the neighborhood. City 
codes of neatness and zoning are 
strictly enforced. 

The fishing pier at Pine Gully Park 
1s kept in · alluring condition with 

FOREST LAKE 
ANIMAL CLINIC 

and 
Boarding & Grooming 

Facilities 
FULL SERVICE HEAL TH CARE 

FOR YOUR DOG & CAT 
Randy F. Roof D.V.M. 

326-2576 
4901 NASA ROAD ONE 

M-F 8-6 Sat 9_ 11 Kennels 
· Only 

PS 
AC 

&BOATSTIJFF 
Specializing In 

• • Yacht Brokerage • Consignment 
• Outboards • Salls • Dinghies 

• Hardware • Electronics • Refrig. 
Systems and Much Morel 

Pokie Stamper - John Stamper 

2098 FM 2094 (713) 474-7535 

BENTE 
INTERIORS 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • MARINE 
-Serving The Bay Area Since 1949-

. CUSTOM 
UPHOLSTERING 

DRAPES 
DISCOUNTED PRICES ON 

DRAPERIES & MINI-BLINDS 

CUSTOM MADE 

474-2345 
1421 HWY 146 - SEABROOK 
3150 NASA RD. 1 326-2721 

An Italian Tradition 

c;;:lt- 'l1ni91,u. rPa1-ta Eatn!J 

Take-out foods available 
Dally 11 :00-9:00 

Fri-Sat 11:00-10:00 
Closed Sunday 

4622 NASA Rd. 1 326-1618 

timely repairs. By the way, Pine Gul- We have several very popular public 
ly's hours have been extended to boat ramps: one large ramp under the 
accommodate evening and night fish- bridge and two at Pine Gully Park. 
ing and picnicking activities. Our library has grown ,and receives 

Our population has grown some as extensive use. 
a result of the development of new Housing and rent costs cover a 
master-planned residential areas and broad spectrum, but most all proper
additional businesses, but our rather ties are maintained beautifully. ElJar
unique atmosphere of small-town din residents petitioned to become 
neighborliness has been retained. part of the City of Seabrook and are 
Sidewalks are everywhere in Seabrook, now_ part of it." · 
but in Old Seabrook the walks are Looking around, we discover there 
enhanced with Victorian-style street- are more things tha~ eyer to do in 
lights (like the ones on Second Street) Seabrook, and that there has been a 
among the lovely landscaping. Vis- real growth in businesses that con
itors comment favorably about our tribute to the quality of life for resi
'pleasant looking' town." dents. Storefronts and landscapings 

As we pass different areas of the are remarkable for their unique con
city, our guide further explains, "Sea- tributions to th~ total beauty of the 
brook has many activities that are city .. 
low-cost to enjoy. Public parks abound, In a large empty building there is 
each with picnic tables and recrea- now an Auction House; inside they 
tional greens pace in which to play. have risers for viewing throughout ' 
Bike lanes are everywhere; jogging/ the day. Auctions begin at 7:30 four 
walking/biking paths are extensive evenings a week. A block away exists a 
and are considered by some to be one busy roller rink and bowling alley. 
of our town's best features. Our city's Soon we come to a small, very 
tennis courts are kept in great shape attractive, split-level shopping mall 
and are centers of activity year-round. · that surely must cut down on resi-

JTPA 
Job Training and Placement, counseling, and 
enrichments for youth. 

PRE-SCHOOL 
3 and 4 year old 

CHILDCARE 
Elementary and Jr. Hi. 
Programs - Before/ After school 

Summer Adventure Camp 

School-Based Programs 

PALS 
Research and development of school-age 
programming for CCISD 

Staff training for school-age care 

ED WHITE 
MEMORIAL YOUTH CENTER 

1513 Third St. Seabrook 

474-2853 

PINE KNOT 
PHARMACY 

GIFTS-CARDS-CANDY 

326-1558 
Mon.-Fri. 9-7 Saturday 9-2 

2622 NASA Rd. 1 - Seabrook 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF 
OUR SEABROOK & BAY 
AREA CUSTOMERS FOR 
YOUR PATRONAGE. WE 
APPRECIATE YOUR SUP
PORT & VALUE YOUR 
FRIENDSHIP. 

WE PLEDGE TO REMAIN 
YOUR "HOME-TOWN 
PHARMACY & GIFT 
STORE" & A WHOLE LOT 
MORE. 

REGIS & SALLY WROBLESKI 

· WATCH FOR OUR NEW 
LOCATION IN OCTOBER 

SEABROOK PLAZA ON NASA 1 
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GREGG, MIESZKUC & POLLARD 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

dents ' trips to the congested Clear 
Lake City area. In close proximity, to 
the shopping mall and the movie 
theater complex, under a huge geo
desic dome there is an ice skating rink 
that is totally self-powered through 
solar energy. We are told it is a big 
attraction for the bay area. About four 

DICK H. GREGG, JR. 
MARILYN MIESZKUC 
Bl LL Y H. POLLARD 

POLLY P. LEWIS 
DAVID R. JUIST 

JUDY BLANCHARD 

17044 EL CAMINO REAL 
CLEAR LAKE CITY 

HOUSTON. TEXAS 77058 
(713) 488-8680 

FAX (713) 488-8531 

. blocks from there, we notice a. store 
that is similar to K-Mart or Wal-Mart. 

Miramar Swimming Pool has be
come a larger waterpark. 

Near the Evelyn Meador Library, 
on land donated by Seabrook citizen 
Rex Meador, the Clear Creek Country 

GLOBAL NATURAL RESOURCES INC. 

5300 Memorial, Suite 800 
(713) 880-5464 
P.O. Box 4682 

Houston, Texas 77007 
) 

Telex: 775-8181 (NRCT) 
Houston, Texas 77210 

FOLLOW THE TRAIL OF POTPOURRI TO HW'(. 146 
BEHIND MCDONALDS & NEXT TO PALMS NURSER'(. WE 
NOW HAVE MORE ROO"' & ARE ADD I NG OUR TOUCHES OF 
CHARM & CREATIVIT'(. 

4 ( /J 0/J/~ [!J)~ 

J,v ;_?~ ~~ 
0///~a_n_d~ 

A NEW LOOK IN SOUTHWEST ELEGANCE -
HORNS & ANTLERS EVER'f WHERE 

TEXAS GENERAL STORE 
2200·A BAYPORT BLVD. 
SEABROOK,TEXAS77586 (713)474-2882 

Page 10 

Theater has built an all-season theater. 
Citizens and visitors alike have access 
to excellent stage plays and guest 
artists. Not far away there is a charm
ing after-the-theater coffeehouse with 
"matchless snacks and desserts." 

A pedestrian walkway and bike/ 
jogging path is along the entire length 
of Meyer Road, enhancing safety, 
physical fitness, and lending itself to 
the pedestrian-oriented, neighborly, 
small-town atmosphere. 

The El Mar ditch is colorful with its 
huge crape myrtles . Our guide says 
that during the holiday season, tiny 
lights decorate the bridges arching 
over the drainage area. 

As our tour continues, we are told 
that it is city policy for all road bridges 
to be high enough for considerable 
boat clearance. 

Todville, having been raised in ele
vation to combat subsidence effects 
and for better stormtide protection, 
has an exceptionally well-planned 
pedestrian walkw ay/ jogging/ bike 
path along the entire length. Galves
ton Bay is cleaner because of citizen 
pressure for clean industrial opera
tions. An array of restaurants offering 
tantalizing delights are in Seabrook, 
and a few bayfront restaurants have 
recreational beaches. 

Part of the waterfront has been 
developed into a first-class recrea
tional boating facility which is the 
scene of various ·boat-racing competi
tions throughout the year . A boating 
marina and restaurant, including 
small-boat facilities, is where the 
Mueckes and Oddos had businesses in 
the past (area to ·rhe east of Todville 
Road across from Foreman's). A break
water has been built from the end of 

. the Point, extending back to form a 
triangle with Todville Road to con
tain and protect the marina. The 
Point itself has been raised consider
ably to combat subsidence and has 
developed with va rious family
oriented businesses. A large, intrigu
ing fish and produce market draws 
people f~om all over the bay area. 

The pocket park on Second Street 
now · has large, picturesque trees. 
" Wildflowers frolic there in the 
spring," our guide says. 

In Old Seabrook, the historical 
houses ( and newer ones designed to 
blend with the former) are beautifully 

maintained. Some business owners 
and professionals live adjacent or 
over their places of business. There is 
a large parking area for Old Seabrook 
visitors, besides on-the-street park
ing. Of course, sidewalks. are eve~y
where and visitors and residents alike 
enjoy ;he antique colony. Small shops 
flourish, as does the old-town wharf 
and pier with its charming sh~ps and 
unique atmosphere, near Highway 
146. We find chat drainage was a 
priority when st_reet paving and sid~
walks were planned; as a result, this 
historical section has excellent drain
age all year. 

After peeking in the window of the 
big, old-fashioned variety store, we 
can't resist stopping at the small 
"long-ago" style drugstore next door, 
indulging our tastebuds at the soda 
fountain and our senses with the 
atmosphere. As we sit and discuss 
~hat we have observed and learned 
since our arrival, our guide enlightens 
us further: "As you have observed, 
Seabrook is a city known for its visual 
charm and safe streets, but w·e also 
have a spirit of relentless protection 
of the bay environment. In planning 
any development along Galveston ~ay, 
Seabrook respects the bay as a u~1que 
source of both financial and spiritual 
renewal - for sailors, fishers, sports
men, and those who cherish the con
templative spirit. 

Seabrook is also the bay's Vigilance 
Center, headquarters of public educa
tion about water safety, seafood cook
ing, environmental ethics, and (in the 
event of oil and chemical spill hazards 
or hurricanes) the hub of a highly 
trained baywide response team." 

There is so much more to see and 
learn, but the survey' s brevity keeps it 
secret. Nevertheless, as we leave, it is 
heartening to note that besides our 
enthusiasm for success, beauty and an 
enjoyable place to live, we've kept our 
"small-town love" blooming. This is 
the Seabrook we are wishing for our 
children, their children and future 
generations. A pretty nice heritage, 
wouldn't you say? · 

The author wishes to thank the 127 
gracious and thoughtful people of 
Seabrook who took time to share 
hopes and ideas for the city's future, 
for without them we would not have 

this glimpse of what might be. A spe~ 
cial thanks to Kroger, the Evelyn 
Meador Library, and the Ed and Mabel 
White Senior Center for kindly allow
ing a survey where a great cross
section of hopes/ ideas could be col
lected. 

SUSAN M. EDMONSON p .c. 

A native of H ouston, Carolyn and her husband 
Lee have called Seabrook home for 24 years, 
delighting in the bay area's relaxed but dynamic 
atmosphere. Carolyn has been an educator f or 
over 15 years, httJ developed Lemon,11e F_ash
ions f or Canes ( marketed locally ), periodtc,illy 
engages in f ree- lance writing, and t r.easures 
v isits f rom grown children Susan, of San Fran
,.; r,. ,., ... nrl n,.. .,,,J,,. ,nuf. hi r familv. o f Houst on. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

2833 NASA ROAD ONE 
SEABROOK,TEXAS77586 

(713) 326-2587 

BANQUETS • WEDDINGS 
PRIVATE PARTIES 

.J 7 I .J JV~ d 9foad ([Jne, 

.J26 =2.J7.J 

y~ :!7!!!: 77586 

486 =7144 

L------------------------, 

Get quality copies at the right price for all your copy needs: 

• Manuals • Resumes • Maps 
• Pamphlets • Labels • Displays 
• Newsletters • Directories • Diagrams & 
• Bulletins • Reports Designs 
• Calendars • Photos • Charts & 
• Catalogs • Menus Graphs 
• Transparencies • Layouts • Books 

For your next copy job, call us first. 

COPY QUIK SHOP, I~C. 
1303 NASA Road 1 • Houston, TX 77058 • 713/4_86-0173 
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Th.e future of Seabrook ... 

The Second Cut 
Does It Stand 

By Donita Morrison 

T ~e massive ~le~r Creek .Floo? 
Control ProJect, under the di

rection of the Army Corps of Engi
neers, is well into its midsummer con
struction period and going along ex
tremely well - but with one un
answered question looming ahead. 

Talking with Don Allen, project 
engineer for the Second Outlet, in late 
July, he answered a lot of the "most 
asked" questions about this giant gate 
system off of H ighway 146 which will 
prevent lake flooding .. . 

What are these gates designed to 
do? 

They are designed to pass water 
into the second outlet of the bay whe·n 
needed - without changing condi
tions in the lake. The basic engineer
ing principles are not unusual: when 
you do improvements to reduce in one 

· area, you don't want to induce water 
in the second area upstream. 

Will the roads be more passable to 
evacuate? 

Not necessarily. The outlet and 
ga te system will keep the existing 
conditions in the lake. If you have a 
25-year flood, the lake rises 2 feet. 
With a 25 -year flood with gates , it will 
rise 2 feet, but it won't rise 3-4 feet if 
the gates are not there. 

Highway 146 has been raised. That 
was taken into the design of the 
outlet. 

The cofferdam ( a continuous closed 
ring) is the levee. The area inside is 
dewatered (pumped out) to go down 
18 feet in a "dry" - where the con
crete is poured. The depth of the 
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We need public 
support. Please write 

· your Congressmen and 
Senators and urge them 
to accept the agreement 
to tear down the Clear 
Creek railroad bridge 

in return for not 
having to build . 

Southern Pacific a new 
access bridge on the 

proposed flood 
drainage channel. 

- Where 
No"'? 

The new gated structure (just off Hwy. 
146) as it appeared in mid-September. 

channel is minus 15 feet. The super
structure part of the gate (now under 
way) will go up 28 feet above the 
water. 

Faye Road, which goes under High
way 146 and becomes 10th St.reet, 
would poss ibly not be passable. 

The access road to the gate, which 
will come in from the north side, will 
be elevated to be above the flooding of 
the Claudette storm. 

What about hurricanes? 
The Clear·Creek Flood Control Pro

ject changes in reduction of the Clear 
Creek W ater Shed - it is not hurri
cane protection. For instance, Clau
dette in 1979 caused continuous rain 
for days afte.rward. This Flood Con
trol Project would not have elimi-

nated the flooding in Alvin, which 
was caused by the rising of Mustang 
Bayou, not the Clear Creek Watershed. 
(Friendswood is in the Clear Creek 
Watershed - it exceeded capacity.) 
Claudette was well in excess of a 100-
year flood, many experts say it was in 
excess of a 500-year flood. Having the 
gates would have helped the Clear 
Lake area - which was mostly affected .. 
by tidal water - but not the storm 
events. 

If a hurricane were coming in from 
the Gulf, what would the gates do? 

There is no simple. answer to this. 
Normally the gates would be closed. 
The rop -of the gates would be 6 feet . 
above water, because the approximate 
elevation of the existing ground under 
State Highway 146 is 6 feet. You 
would have continuous 6-foot eleva
tion. This is protecting against a 
storm surge of 5-8 feet. However, 
they would not always be closed; · it 
would depend on conditions upstream. 
We may have to pass water out and 
then close. Also, even though these· 
gates will be made ro withstand ex
tremely high winds, we would not 
want to leave them in the air in some 
winds. 

And, the still present problem of the 
railroad swingbridge - What is the 
status of that? 

In the past four months, much has 
been written about the Corps of Engi
neers and all the meetings with the 
Southern Pacific Transportation Com
pany. The SP agrees with the local 
corps. However, the Dallas and the 
Washington off ices of the corps are 
not close to the situation and do not 
agree. We want the people up there to 
understand that the agreement be
tween the Galveston office of the 
corps and the Southern Pacific is in 
the best interest of all involved. 

We are awaiting the decision on the 
swing railroad track now. If we do not . 
get approval on the curreI?,t plan to 
remove the old tracks, the other option 
is to build a bridge. This bridge would 
be in the same place, as they have the 
right-of-way. Also, because of the · 
heavy pipeline infrastructure, it would 
minimize problems there. 

If you do build a bridge at the pres
ent place and outlet, how long before 
it would be finished? 

The contract ro dredge the outlet to Clear Creek railroad bridge in return 
the channel is set for August 1991. for not having to build Southern 
That would cake about nine months to Pacif ic a new access bridge on the 
complete - the spring of 1992. If a proposed flood drainage channel. 
bridge for the railroad must be built, Have you ever had a similar situa-
add one year to that. tion ( outlet gates and a railroad 

Again, th~ nature of this business swingbridge) anywhere else? 
makes it very hard to predict. We Not both at the same area. The 
don't know what's involved, at this principle o f outlets and gates is sound. 
point. • Don't reduce flooding upstream -

Let me add this: W e need public induce water downs tream. 
support. Please write your Congress- We can do it! We have the Texas 
men and Senators and urge them to attitude. The Independent Texas 
accept the agreement to tear down the Attitude! .· 

, .................................... ~ 
f . • 
♦ . 
• ♦ • • : Rex Meador Interests congratulates : 
i the Seabrook Association on another i 
i great year and wishes. much i 
t success in · this years endeavors t 
♦ • 
• to provide a pavilion for the i 
♦. ♦ 

: citizens of Seabrook. t 
♦ ♦ : : 
: ~~ ~~L. f/lflicUcmd : 
♦ ~ ♦ 
: ♦ .............................. ~······~ 

"See ~e for all your family insurance needs" 

STATE FARM 

(CD) 
::.-: 

. . 

INSURANCE 
® 

Like a good neighbor 
· State Farm is there. 

DICK McKINNEY 
INSURANCE AGENCY; INC. 

3814 NASA ROAD ONE SEABROOK, TX 77586 
Office (713) 326-2536 Res. (713) 474-2161 

. State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois 

Page 13 



Page 14 

S eabrook City Council recently 
appointed an ad hoc Recycling 

Committee as part of the City's partic
ipation in Earth Day 1990 activities. 
The Seabrook Recycling Committee 
is charged with studying all aspects of 
recycling and advising the City of 
ways that Seabrook can further partic
ipate in recycling. In light of fast
changing technology, this will proba
bly include plastics and glass recycling 
in the very near future to augment the 
on-going newspaper and aluminum 
recycling already in place in Seabrook. 

Recycling saves energy and reduces 
pollution. For example: 

One recycled"--aluminum ca_n saves 
enough energy to operate a television 
set for three hours. 

One recycled glass bottle will light a 
100-watt bulb for four hours. 

Newsprint (which can be recycled 
· up to seven times) collected for two 

weeks by one household of daily news
pa per readers can save two mature 
trees . 

All this, in addition to energy sav
ings and pollution reduction by avoid
ing new-product manufacture is quite 
a deal for us and the Earth. 

What You Can Do Now 
1) Request paper bags instead of 

plastic bags at ALL the stores you 
shop. Request paper bags in the pro
duce section of your grocery store. 

2) Recycle your newspapers and 
aluminum cans at the Seabrook Recy
cling bins, located at 2004 Highway 
146 (south side of Miramar Shopping 
Center). 

3) Buy paper, not foam plates and 
cups, since paper is recyclable. Request 
take-outs in paper, not foam products. 

4) Buy recyclable pa per products. If 
you don't see them in the stores, ask 
for them. Many more such products 
are now available. 

5) Use newspaper as packing mate
rial instead of plastics. 

6) Use both sides of scrap paper. 
7) Share magazines, newspapers 

arid books. Use your library. 
8) Buy .unbleached (brown) coffee 

filters. They are safer in landfills than 
bleached ones that may leach dioxin. 

9) Whenever possible, use cloth 
diapers instead of disposable ones. 

l 0) Use rechargeable batteries 
instead of disposable ones. 

11) Dispose of hazardous material 
such as paint, batteries, cleaning fluid, 
pesticides, motor oil, etc. properly. 

12) Reuse glass containers or take 
them to the Kroger recycling bins. 

13) P~rchase eggs in paper cartons 
instead of foam ones. 

14) Compost your lawn clippings 
and leaf drop. 

15) Ask candidates running for 
local, state ancl national office their 
positions on recycling/landfill issues. 

16) Keep reusable eating utensils at 
work instead of using throwaways. 

17) Buy in bulk instead of single
serviog sizes. 

18) Start a recycling program at 
your office. 

19) Don't use disposable razors and 
blades. 

20) Attend your local Seabrook 
Recycling Committee meetings, held 
the second Monday of each month, 7 
p.m. at the Seabrook Community 
House. · 

For more information on recycling 
contact the Seabrook Recycling Com
mittee at 47 4-3201, or the Clean 
Houston Recycling Council at 
621-7020. 

Did You 
Know? · 
• Recycling a 4-foot stack of news
papers saves a 17-foot pine tree. 
• A 40-foot stack of newspapers can 
be made into enough insulation· to 
save 45 barrels of crude oil per year. 
• 6 ounces of gasoline are saved when 
one aluminum can is recycled. 
• Making aluminum cans from re
cycled ones rather than virgin mate
rials reduces energy use by 90%, air 
pollution by 95 % and water pollution 
by 97 %. 
• In 1984, the U.S. saved enough 
energy by recycling cans to meet the 
electricity needs of 100,000 homes for 
a whole year. 
• Americans still discard enough 
aluminum cans each year to rebuild 

the entire U.S. commercial airline 
fleet four times over. 
• To produce one Sunday edition of 
the New York Times, 75,000 trees are 
cut down. 
• If 100,000 people stopped junk 
mail , 150,000 trees a year would be 
saved. To reduce your junk mail by 
75 % , write to: Marketing Associa
tion, P.O. Box 3861, New York, NY 
10163-3861. 
• If only 100,000 car owners who'd 
neglected tune-ups started getting cars 

74-344 

tuned up regularly, 90 million lbs. of 
CO 2 could be kept out of the atmos
phere a year. 
• The average office worker throws 
away 180 lbs. of high-grade recyclable 
paper every year. 
• Used · motor oil poured into the 
ground can seep into the groundwater 
and cont<;1minate drinking water sup
plies. A single quart of motor oil can 
pollute 250,000 gallons of drinking 
water. Drop off your used oil at a local 
service ·station that recycles their oil. 

1202BAYPORTBLVD. 
SEABROOK, TX 

SERVING SEABROOK 
SINCE 1975 SUNDAY-THURSDAY 

11 A.M.-10 ·P.M. 
"ENOUGH SAID" 

FRIDAY-SATURDAY 
11 A.M.-11 P.M. 
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• disadvantage. He relates how he was 
caught "scribbling some unsavory 
words in the outside restroom and 
had the humiliation of my Momma 
paddling me in school." This was in 
the old two-story wooden school 
building, the Seabrook School, located 
on the site of City H all today. 

Without being probed, Joe, who 
wears spiffy red suspenders, a con
stant straw hat, pruning shears, and a 
cross and chain around his neck, speaks 
readily of his philosophy on life. Just 
after entering his 20s, he went from 
being a bedridden invalid with polio
myelitis to a World W-ar II able
bodied seaman, climbing masts on 
merchant marine ships, which he 
attributes to "the Lord healing me on 
that one." Later, on a tanker carrying 
fuel oil to the British battle fleet, Joe 
witnessed a ship 300 feet away being 
torpedoed by submarines. In his words, 
crews were "literally frying." He 
insists, however, that, "I wasn't fright
ened. I was a Christian at the time so 
that, though I was apprehensive about 
dying, I wasn't really afraid. And that 
is a good thing. " One of Joe's grand- · 

fathers was a circuit-riding Methodist 
preacher; Doris ' father was also a 
preacher. It was Joe's mother, Sarah, 
however, who taught him that " the 
· Lord kinda backs you up when you get 
in a real bad experience." He recalls 
how she always said a little prayer 
before going into surgery. 

When he and Doris, a native of 
Seabrook, can get away from the 
nursery, they indulge in their fervor 
for travel. They have two daughters 
who sometimes come in and run the 
business:Janet, married to Steve Sher
wood, has three daughters; Beth serves 
as a school nurse in the little town of 
Benavides, Texas, nine months of the 
year. Joe says for the first 25 years of 
their marriage, when they were "busy, 
young and poor," they mostly traveled 
in the United States and Mexico, 
camping. Lately, however, they have 
traveled the world - lots of South 
America, some of Africa and Europe, 
the Orient, British Isles and the Arctic 
Isles. This travel bug Joe attributes to . 
his father, a graduate of San Marcos 
Normal, who was intensely interested 
in the world and everything that lay 
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therein. Says Joe, "I owe him a lot. He 
was a person who realized that God 
made the world and we are supposed 
to check it out a square foot at a time." 

Another role model for Joe was a 
favorite teacher, Miss Letha Davis, 
librarian at James F. Bay Elementary, 
and a very bright, intelligent person 
who instilled in him a love for books . . 
Describing her as "one of the loves of 
my life, a very stimulating per~on 
who herself was quite an institution 
in the town," he says Davis taught 
school well into her 80s. 

Joe depicts the Seabrook of his 
childhood as "a real pretty and plea
sant place to live, with lots of fish in 
the bay." He and his only sibling, a 
sister, would take a boat and, with her 
in the bow and he pushing, look for 
crabs. "Being somewhat poor at the 
time, we caught crabs, and sold the 
large ones and ate the small ones. So it 
was real economical." On a dark night 
in the summertime, one could see 
beams from perhaps 100 or 150 Cole
man lanterns shining on flounders 
ard crabs. 

The Hesters acquired their first 
nursery license in 1925 whenJoe was 
six years old. 'At this tender age, Joe 
bought a few plants to grow and sell 
himself. One plant was the cape 
honeysuckle, "and we are still grow
ing and selling that particular and 
very attractive plant today," adds Joe. 

He says they like to think of the 
nursery as a "landmark business," as 
the only remaining "institution" in 
Seabrook. Some of the others, - Bal
lentine's, Chapman's, Bennett's (estab
lished in 1919 and owned by Doris' 
father), Curry's (owned by Doris ' sis
ter, Genevieve), Sayer's drug store 
and Muecke's are all gone. "Leaves it 
kinda lonely," he says . . 

He contends that Seabrook had one 
of the first cosmopolitan groups in 
the country. "We had ranchers and 
fishermen. Then we had wealthy oil 
people from Houston and people who 
worked in the industry. It has always 
been a mixed society - and sdll is." . 

Warming to the subject,Joe says he 
thinks of Seabrook as "pretty much of 
a unified area, extending as far as the 
middle of the lake where the Hilton is 
now and across the lake down to 
Kemah, and probably halfway to La-
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_3110 Bayport Blvd. (Hwy 146) 

Porte and a good long distance up Red 
~luff Road." He sees Seabrook as a 
city center where people come to buy 
groceries, seafood and other merchan
dise, adding-that, of course, now there 
are other outlying mercantile estab
lishments. 

A few years ago, says Joe, there was 
a town meeting to move the post 
office to El Lago, but the late "astro- . 
naut Ed White came down and stood 
up on his two hind legs and said, 'I live 
in Seabrook and the thing (Seabrook 
post office) ought to remain in Sea-

brook.' So, as Joe says, "It still is." 
Actually, says Joe, White lived in El 
Lago but felt as if he lived in Seabrook. 

"Ed White was a very lovely person 
aµd a good friend of all of us. He went 
to Seabrook Methodist and we got to 
know him well. He was an 'under 
shepherd' for my Momma. That was a 
younger person who looked out for an 
older person." (The first man to walk 
in space in the Gemini program, 
White met his untimely death during 
an Apollo rocket test firing in 1967. · 
Ed White has two institutions in the 
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area named for him: Edward H. White 
II Elementary in El Lago, and Ed 
White Memorial Youth Center in 
Seabrook.) 

Joe says that they were "privileged" 
during the '60s to help the "original" 
astronauts with their yard plantings, 
adding he is always amazed when 
some of them return for a visit, "quite 
gray-headed and older looking." 

When asked by Joe what she liked 
about Seabrook, a teller at the local 
bank respon~ed, "Fresh seafood." Joe 
came back with, "What I like about 
Seabrook is Doris Hester." Labeling it 
the "crowning event of my life," Joe 
says he met Doris, a little girl who 
went to the United Penecostal Church, 
and took her to church nearly every 
night_for six months until she "finally 
married me to get rid of nie." They did 
a lot of courting among trees and 
shrubs in the nursery, a "gooc:t plac~ 
for necking." 

Stepping onto the down-home 
grounds of Hester Nursery is akin to 
reading Wordsworth's poetic rendi
tions of "worshiping" nature. Wand- . 

. ering through , the rustic paths and 
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entwining foliage, one is satiated with 
row after row of native plants and 
shrubs, some in full bloom, others 
laden with berries, some tiny and 
unpretentious, others grandiose, but 
all showing promise. All seem to 
know they belong here on the Gulf 
Coast and behave accordingly. Some 
are exotic and unusual, perhaps re
flecting the wanderlust of Joe and 
Doris. Unencumbered by sale signs, 
bargain baskets, UPC codes, or even 
cash registers for that matter, coastal 
hawthorne, Texas mountain laurel 
and yaupons beckon. The fortunate 
customer who has time to dawdle can 
enjoy a stroll on jungle paths through 
eight and a half acres of woods, 
admire the stands of bamboo, enjoy 
the serenity of a freshwater pond, and 
cross the bridge over Hester Gully, an 
outlet from the bay, truly a Seabrook 
Shangri-La. 

In talking with Joe Hester, it soon 
becomes apparent that he, like Henry 
David Thoreau living in his cabin at 
Walden Pond 150 years ago, is a 
trailblazer, sort o't a precursor for 
Earth Day. Asked about the sign 

SALON & BOUTIQUE 
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along Todville that announces that 
this stretch of road is being cared for 
by Hester Nursery, Joe grabs the 
moment and lets his concern for the 
aesthetics of Seabrook surface. The 
epitome of an environmentalist, Joe, 
in his quiet and unassuming way, des
cribes how Seabrook used to be, how 
wildflowers flourished in all the by
ways. 

"When I was a child, the whole 
town blazed with wildflowers. I would 
like to see that happen again." 

Embarking on his favorite subject, 
Joe says his nursery scatters some seed 
along Todville, but mainly clears the 
litter so the area will attract wildflow
ers. Says he, "I highly disapprove of 
the fact that people mow the highway 
ditches and destory .wildflowers. There 
is more and more of that. If we aren't 
careful, one of these days we will have 
zero flowers. It almost happened in 
Seabrook, where they are nearly all 
destroyed. However, because we work 
with the City of Seabrook on this 
stretch of road, they· are kind enough 
not to at least mow the Indian blankets 
and they are beginning to spread." 

ss 
RROT 

"The Good 
Life Cuisine" 

(Indian blankets are an annual from 
the sunflower family, sometimes called 
"firewheel.") 

According to Joe, some counties in 
1 

the state are experimenting with let
ting their highway medians and ditches 
grow back into wildflowers and shrubs. 
He says it saves masses of money and 
is good food for man and beast. 

· Ellis Reel with the Code Enforce
ment Department for the City of Sea
brook, says he has known Joe Hester 
for 27 years and that "Joe lov:es wild
flowers and loves to take care of the 
environment." He thinks the section 
along Todville is a pretty nice atran
gement and that the county, the entity 
actually responsible for Todville, pretty 
well respects Joe's wishes. 

In speaking to Horace Latimer, 
landscape architect for District 12 of 

Photo by Arthur D. Amon, M.D. 

the Texas Department 6f Highways 
and Public Transportation, it was 
learned chat mowing cycles along 
highways change according to whether 
the road is considered rural or urban, 
such policy being set on ar,i individual 
basis. Latimer adds, "Naturally, in 
some places such as along NASA 
Road 1 close to the Johnson Space 
Center, a high-visibility tourist desti
nation, we need to keep a neat appear
ance, so mowing is more often." In 
the rural areas, on the other hand, 
mowing isn't done until after the blue-

bonnets set seed. Latimer contends 
there is a Johnson grass problem in 
the Houston area, so mowing is done 
more often. While they try to take 
safety into consideration, they some
times get complaints for not mowing 
entrance ramps. He accedes, "It is a 
two-way ·street. We get compliments 
and praise for leaving the flowers , but 
· some constituents scr·eam when we do 
not mow." 

Joe Hester says that Johnson grass 
is a very valuable pasture grass for 
cattle, but in Texas it grows too tall 
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and too fast so becom~s a nuisance. 
He says that "actually a weed is a plant 
growing where you don't want it to 
grow. So it is a species argument as an 
excuse for destroying plants." 

Upon hearing the mention of Lady 
Bird Johnson and her National Wild
flower Research Center near Austin, 
this quintessential steward of the Earth 
says he approves of Johnson's endea
vor to preserve and increase the ·use of 
wildflowers in the U.S.A. (In 1982, 
Johnson gave 60 acres of land · plus 
seed money of $125,000 to establish 

the Center.) In addition, as far back as 
1965, she and "her" beautification 
committee gave awards to individuals 
singled out for doing away with litter. 

And what about Seabrook's envir
onment? From Joe Hester's father, 
who planted the 60-year-old live oaks 
on what is now the City Hall lawn, to 
individual citizens who have worked 
on such projects as Operation Spar
kle, Seabrook has been blessed with 
individuals who think the way Lady 
Bird and Joe Hester do. In the past, 
the city, through the Seabrook Asso-

Espey, Huston & Asso_ciates, Inc. is a full 
service engineering and environmental 
consulting firm with offices in Houston, 
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ciation, entered a Keep America B~au
tiful program, which encourages com
bining recycling with cleanup and 
beautification efforts. The Seabrook 
Garden Club maintains tubs of flow
ers at the corner of NASA Road 1 and 
Highway 146, and in front of City H all. 
Seabrook has a recycling committee, 
headed by Debbie Pomeroy, which 
meets weekly. Already in place are 
recycling receptacles for newspaper 
and aluminum, located at Miramar 
shopping center. 

It is apparent the Hesters want to 
give back to the City of Seabrook what 
it has given them. Doris relates the 
tale of how, years ago, after the Hes- · 
ter family lost their home to fire while 
Joe was still recuperating from polio, 
the Seabrook Defense Guard came 
and helped the family while they lived 
in a tent trying to put their lives back _ 
together. Joe, one of its members, 
adds that this was when the Texas 
National Guard was nationalized dur
ing World War II and all able-bodied 
young men had b~en taken by the 
Army. 

In addition, after 1961 Hurricane 
Carla flooded Hesters' house, the Sea
brook Volunteer Fire Department -
Joe was a member at the time - · 
brought fire hoses to help clear out 
the mud and debris .. Neighbors also 
came with assistance. 

So today, here is Joe Hes te-r stand
ing in the middle of Todville Road, 
keeping his eye out for traffic as one 
of his regular customers - he calls 
them his fans - is leaving the nursery. 
Hester tells his clientele that he 
"doesn't allow any flat customers" so 
he takes it upon himself to see that 
they leave unscathed. 

According to Hester, it used to be 
that a car would come along some
times,.winding Todville every 45 min
utes , but times are different . . . even in 
Seabrook. Gradually changing from 
what used to be a low-volume back 
road, Todville is carrying more local 
and tourist traffic as Seabrook and the 
entire bay area grow. 

Joe says he enjoys the old things 
and the new things, people he has 
known awhile and the new people in 
his life - the astronauts,. the various 
ethnic minorities, professionals and 
industry people who move into this 

In answer to the question, t'What would you 
like to be doing 10 years from now?' Hester 
says his father had an expression with which 
he agrees 100 percent: <'J would like to be at 
the end of the row with a hoe in my hand.' 

Protect 
Your Lungs ... 

area. Thus, like the old-fashioned 
merchant he is, Joe Hester provides -
old-fashioned service to an ever
changing clientele. 

from now?" Hester says his father 
had an expression with which he 
agrees 100 percent:· "I would like to be 
at the end of the row with a hoe in my 
hand." No doubt hoeing native plants, 
carrying on to serve the people of 
Seabrook with coastal trees, shrubs 
and wildflowers, which is what Joe 
Hester is all about. 

Don't 
Smoke Your 

Life Away! 
He claims to have no pet peeves 

about customers, and as to whether 
they get a lot of phone calls asking for 
free .advice, Joe says, "Of course, t1 nd 
we are always glad to share." He 
remembers a recent caller whose crape 
myrtle had just begun to shed for the 
first time and who, quite alarmed, 
brought in a handful of bark. Joe 
diplomatically explained that crape 
myrtles are supposed to shed their 
bark, leaving lovely, smooth wood. 

In answer to· the question, "What 
would you like to be doing 10 years 

Mary Sue Anton is a free- lance writer and a 
native Mis saurian. Having a great interest in 
preserving family history, she publishes a 
quarterly family newsletter for 40 lucky sub
scribers. Mother of three grown children and 
grandmother off our-year-old Marta, she owns 
Compu-Moms, an A pple computer-tutoring 
service. Her husband, A rthur, has prqcticed 
medicine in Seabrook fo r 20 years. 

Bay Area 
Pulmonary 
Associates 
Dr. Warren Miller 

Dr. Kenneth Unger 
Dr. Dennis Suich 

450 Blossom Suite B 
Webster, Texas 77598 

332-9623 

~ <=>< 11Neatt72 

PROFESSIONAL 

Fine Carpets • Area Rugs • Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Wood • Parquet • Custom Drapery 

-Bedspreads • Wallpaper • Shades • Upholstery • Furniture • Painting • Remodeling 

DIVISIONS OF HOME DECORATING, INC. 
A LOCAL FAMILY OWNED CORP. 
LOW % FINANCING 

18041 Upper -y Ad. • NIIIIU Bly Shopping VIiiage 
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By Janet Neff 

0 nee D .D . "Chick" Sharp could 
· sit on the bank and tell who 
was comi ng dow n Clear Creek before 
seeing the boa t. 

He was no psychic. There simply 
weren't many boats around in the 
1930s. 

"I heard a boat and knew which one 
it was," he said, with a laugh. 

N o way today. 
The Clear Lake area now provides a 

water p layground for the second larg-
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est concentration of pleasure boats on 
a per capita bas is - a far cry from the 
days, also, when Albert Fay's 44-foot 
Sparkman cutter was one of three 
pleasure yachts in Galveston Bay, and 
long before the two granddaddies of 
m arin as embellished Seabrook 's 
shores. 

Everyone knows Houston residents 
have made the pilgrimage to Sea
brook's waters since the city's lights 
started shining. 

"This has always been the area 
H ousto nians came to for recreational 

anivities," said Kitch Taub, president 
of Blue Dolphin Inc. 

Seabrook offered relief from the 
heat and mosquitoes with its boating, 
bathhouses and big-band entertain
ment, but only a few men looked 
beyond the next week's outing. 

It was ·only a matter of time until 
dreams materialized and Seabrook 
Shipyard and the Texan Land & Cattle 
Co. marina were realities. 

Brothers Albert and Ernest Fay 
made the first move. The avid boaters 
bought 60 acres of mostly marshland, 

MARK FOX 
LANDSCAPE CO. 

• Creative designs 
• Quality plants 
• Careful planting 
• Conscientious 

follow-up service 

(713) 339-3507 
References Throughout The Bay Area 

ClfXASTAL 
STORAGE 
MINI WAREHOUSES 

Storage Available For All Purposes · 
• Fenced • Security System 
• Manager • Concrete Structures 

COMMERCIA~ PERSONAL 

474-7233 
3018 Hwy. 146 • Seabrook, Texas 

OWNER - HERB MILLER 

Congratulations 
Seabrook Association 

PERRY CHRISTY 
Certified Public Accountant 

(713) 474-5700 
1902 Bayport Blvd., Suite 105 

Seabrook, Texas 77586 

DR. LIONEL G: GARCIA 
DR. E. KAY SCOTT 

VETERINARIANS 

326-2832 326-4311 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
9-12 2-6 

619 KIRBY ROAD 
SEABROOK, TEXAS 77586 

locally known as Snake Island for its 
creepy, crawly critters. 

"It was a low-lying .island with no 
trees and no improvements," said 
Albert Fay, but the ·price was right at 
$60 an acre, and it provided a catalyst 
for combining business and pleasure. 

Jennings Island, the real n ame, was 
just west of Highway 146 and bor
dered by Clear Creek and Cut-Off 
Bayou. 

The year was 193 7, and "it was 
beautiful country," said Fay, who re
members tarpon and porpoise teem-
ing in Clear Creek. · 

The Fays also foresaw the day when 
the area would teem with recreational 
boating traffic. They built a bridge to 
their marina/ boatyard site, ran elec
tricity, and began dredging the first 
basin in 1939. The dug-out earth was 
used to rais·e the island, then levees, 
pilings and the repair yard buildings 
were constructed. 

To add a touch of history to the new 
· venture, the brothers hung a 100-
plus-year-old bell that had signaled 
day's beginning and end at their great 
grandfather's Louisiana grainery. 

The Fays weren't just smitten with 
a place to sail their own boats . They 
had been listening to the noises ema
nating from the boating industry. 
Chris Craft and Owens were leading 
the pack by expanding on Henry 
Ford's philosophy. They started mar
keting affordable boats for "every
man." 

Assembly-line production brought 
costs down and family cruising designs 
sparked sales. Faster and more relia
ble engines were appearing on tran
soms everywhere. 

And just as the trend was begin
ning, World W-ar II altered the course. 
Seabrook Shipyard began military pro
duction of sub chasers, the Fay broth
ers served in the U.S. Navy overseas, 
and "Chick" Sharp, who had skip- . 
pered the yacht H.A. T. II for Housto
nian Ben Taub, temporarily changed 
bosses and patrolled the Texas shores 
for the U.S. Coast Guard. 

After the war, the brothers returned 
with decorations and more plans for 
their favorite project. The . second 
basin, called the North Basin, was 
dredged in the 1950s . . Its sluffing 
slopes yielded plenty of trouble and 
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• Insurance Accepted 
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one huge alligator skeleton that kept 
everyone talking for weeks. 

The m9mentum of pleasure boat
ing resumed with a fervor, however, 
and a neighb_oi- across the way started · 
having visions. 

"I saw a plat of Mr. Taub's 30 acres 
and someone had noted 'potential 
boat yarq. site' on it," said Sharp, who 
explain.ed that the elder Taub started' 
talking about developing the wide
open pasture land across the water 
and north of Seabrook Shipyard. 

The Texan Land & Cattle Co., with 
Taub as one of its principals, added 
some 100 acres to the existing land, 
and the next assignment was to scoop 
out a basin. 

"Brown &·Root said $300,000, then 
Kingfish Construction bid $87,000," 

.,, 

The Clear Lake 

(1times 
·PROUDLY 
SUPPORTS 

THIS YEAR'S 

SEABROOK 
CELEBRATION 

Congratulations 
on· another 
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successful 
event! 

said Sharp. Neither was acceptable. Seabrook Shipyard (foreground) and Blue 
"We either got too high or too low on Dolphin (upper right) as they appear today in 
bids." - a photo shot from the Channel bridge. 

Then a proposition surfaced. 
"A group of men wanted to build a. 

yacht club," said Sharp. In exchange 
for 20 acres on the west side, the har
bor would be dredged. The trade was 
made, laun.ching Lakewood Yacht Club 
and Seabrook's second marina. 

Only occasional obstacles bogged 
down the transformation. 

"One day I needed to tow a barge in 
with pilings," said Sharp. A boat was 
not to be found so ... 

"I tobk Ben Taub's yacht to haul the 
barge," he said, laughing, "but I didn't 
tell him." 

The original facility included a repair 
yard and pier one. Sharp operated the 

venture for about five years 'Yith 27 
employees. Business was good . 

"It was a joke that if you wanted to 
see "Chick" Sharp, stand still and he'll 

· be by," said Sharp. There weren't 
many restful moments. 

"My feeling had always been that 
more facilities meant more boats," he 
said, and the traffic through the next 
four decades seem to back him up. 

Across the way, Albert and Ernest 
Fay were enjoying their bustling bus
iness, too, and promoting even more 
interest in sailing. Where sub chasers 
had been built a few years earlier, 5.5-

The old track at C&S Repair Yard in Blue 
Dolphin Yachting Center is still used today for 
hauling some boats. 

meter racers were produced for the 
Fays to compete in <\ round the world. 

Other changes also enhanced the 
pleasure boating surge. The 30-year
old swingbridge was traded in for a 
more efficient drawbridge in 1959 
and the Corps of Engineers widened 
the channel. Now boats arrived in 
Seabrook from all over the world even 
more frequently. 

One crew arrived in pirate attire. 
Malcom Forbes ' Highlander anchored 
in the bay (fearful of going aground), 
and Seabrook Shipyard's staff made 
daily mail deliveries. The Pride of Bal
timore visited, and the 125-foot Arara 
III from Florida made' periodic stops. 

There was plenty to see and do. 
Even storms provided stories to be 
told for generations. 

A Cadillac was parked on Seabrook 
Shipyard's highest point during Hur
ricane . Carla. "During the storm, a 
shrimp boat was deposited on top of 
it," said Sam Yocum, Ernest Fay's 
son-in-law. 
· And there was one pane of glass 

left in the office. "Albert Fay shot it 
out trying to kill a snake,"-said Yocum, 
with a laugh. 

As the '60s progressed, so did the 
recreation. Seabrook Shipyard dredged 
the Mainland Basin, increasing its 
slips to more than 800. The property 
had become its owri self-contained 
community, offering tenants a res tau-

Gentle, concerned care for 
the entire family. You will 
receive quality and comfort 
in our office. 

1901 Bayport Blvd. 
Suite 103 
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F. David Britton D.D.S. 

General Dentistry 
Seabrook 
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rant, repair yard, ship's store, boat 
brokers, pool and more. 

Texan's marina, now leased. by 
Bennie Oddo, also underwent changes. 
The boat yard's crew now included 
Oddo, Louis Strickland and Jerry Clark. 
Clark had arrived in 1963 from Ala
bama to become a constant factor in 
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the marina's makeup. 
"We were really rolling," he said, 

remembering those first years of new 
challenges and adventures. 

"Oddo. built the house, now remo
deled for the office and clubhouse, . 
around 1964 when he married," said 
Clark. 

al Harbour 

The bell in front of the marina office even 
outdates Seabrook Shipyard's original facilities . 
It is over 100 years old. 

i\nd the boats ·came and went. 
"I have to ·admit I a·m a little preju

diced about my favorite," he said, ref
erring to the Taub's 1937 Grnive 
Princess. "But I have fun working on 
all of them," he said. And he's worked · 
on many. 

Clark figures he has built several 
thousand boats in his lifetime - all 
kinds, shapes and sizes. 'That big oys
ter boat out there now (in the harbor) 
is one I built in the '60s," he said. 

His boat yard partnerships have 
changed through the years - the 
present C&S Boat Repair sign stands 
for Clark and Son (Chris). "He's my 
youngest son and the only one to 
pursue the business," said Clark, who 
has no immediate plans for retire
ment, thank you. 

"I intend to cont'inue until I can't/' 
he said. Besides there's still too much 
yet to see. 

He witnessed the artists' favorite, 
the drawbridge, yield to motorists ' 
protests. It was replaced by an $ 18 
million, 75-foot high-rise that allows 
boats and autos to carry on a compati
ble relationship. 

The boats have changed, too. Wood 
to fiberglass, Matthews and_Trumpes 
to Hatteras and Bertrams ... and the 
small marina carefully kept pace, 
adding more piers in the 1970s when 
there actually became waiting lines 
for boat slips. 

About the only thing Clark can't 
detect a change in is the people. 
"We've never had 'high-falutin' folks," 
he said, ·and he expects the newest 
plans on the board will bring only 
more 'fine people.' " 

Since 1985, the marina has come 
under its third tenant, Blue Dolphin 

Seabrook offered relief 
from the heat and 
mosquitoes with its 
boating, bathhouses 

and big-band 
entertainment, but only 

a few men looked 
beyond the next week's 

outing. 

Inc., headed by another and younger 
Taub, who believes in visions, coo. 

' The Clear Lake area is booming," 
I 

Kitch Taub said, noting that marinas, 
dotting the lake on all shores now, are 
at an 80 (or better) percent occupancy · 
rate. 

"The pleasure boating industry will 
continue to prosper, barring any 
major problem, and the '90s will have . 
nothing but wonderful things in store 
for the area." 

In anticipation of another boat bo
nanza, Taub's plans call for expand
ing Blue Dolphin to a 600-plus mar
ina. So far, new "jumbo" covered 
piers, . 19½ x 20 feet with 26-foot 
cleararice have increased the capacity 
to 119 covered and 130 uncovered 
slips. 

.... 
Additional construction has slowed 

due to the Corps of Engineers latest 
work. "We'll start dredging as soon as 
the Second Cut project is completed," 
he said, referring to the flood control 
construction southwest of the marina. 
"We're just waiting on them." 

One of the more colorful renova
tions to Blue Dolphin, and one that 
doesn't have to wait on the Second 
Cut, will be the repositioning of 
Flipper, the marina's floating mascot. 
The 21 -foot fiberglass model has 
graced the marina's waters ... off and 
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on ... for the last couple of years. 
"Somehow he would break loose 

and float away," said Taub. "In one 
hurricane, he ended up on the railroad 
track." 

The cable-securing problem was 
bad enough, then Flipper's wander
lust got out of hand. · 

"I received a call from the Seabrook 
police; some boys had strapped him 
to the top of their car and were driv
ing down the ro'ad." 

Flipper was returned safely, bu t 
brains are now at work devising a 
cable that can rein in such a wild beast. 

Seabrook Shipyard celebrated its 
50th anniversary last yea.r. Constant 
renovation and attention to tenants' 
needs keep the staff busy. Albert Fay, · 
now chairman of the board of the cor
pora te entity, visits periodically. His 
brother Ernest died in 1986. 

The two couldn't imagine in 1937 
how right their instincts were. 

"I knew the grow th would get bet
ter," said Fay, "but I never envisioned 
this ." 

And while Taub didn't see Blue 
Dolphin's beginnings firsthand, he 

realizes the scope o{accomplishments 
and changes just by stepping out to 
the piers. 

"I can look at the boats built in the 
teens and early '20s, and right next to 
them are the new powerboats," said 
Taub. 

'Tm looking at history right in 
front of me." 

/ ,met N eff, · ,,ward-u:i~ming joimi,dist for 20 
J1e,1r.r. h".r written for 1wmero1t.r Tex,1.r new.r
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Bath Streets ... Daiquiri Bay. Operat
ing for several months now, owner 
Sal Danardo offers lunch, dinner and 
sand-court volleyball seven days a 
week. It's a family-fun and good-food 
place. The restaurant is air-conditioned 
now and there is a large open-air deck 
area . Seabrook welcomes Oaiquiri Bay! 

Maribelle - What Tales 
She Can Tell! 

To those of you who have lived in 
this area a long time, no more needs 
to be said. Everyone has their favorite 
stories about fun nights and after
noons at Maribelle's, dating back to 
1963. 

However, if you are a visitor or a 
newcomer, you really must know this: 
There is more to Seabrook than lovely 
old summer homes, beautiful new 
subdivisions, antique shops, seafood 
restaurants and our wonderful Gal
veston Bay. Beyond all of this, since 
1963, there has been the PINK 
( emphasize that!) house/ restaurant/ 
pub/bar/ gathering place way up there 
on stilts, with a giant caricature of a 
wharf rat drinking a cocktail. You 
could give directions by it or to it .. : 
'cause "you just can't miss it!" In all of 
its PINK glory there was the edifice 
known to all the world as Maribelle's. 

The decor was Early Collectibles 
(someone once said she gave 500 hip
pies $1 each to decorate it!). There 
were posters on the ceiling, carica
tures on the walls, business cards lam
inated to the bar, telephone spools for 
tables (Maribelle herself had a reserved 
one, with a chair which was either a 
dentist's chair or a hairdresser's, all . 
beneath a hot-pink umbrella). There 
was an artificial Christmas tree which 
sat for years, fully decorated, in 3:n old 
iron, claw-footed bathtub. Faded St. 
Patrick's Day decorations waved in 
the breeze. A genuine 30-foot maho
gany hollowed-out canoe served many 
functions including iced-down shrimp 
bar. 

"We had all these oddball_ things 
brought in by men whose wives told 
them to 'get them out of the house!' 
They didn't want to part with them
so they brought them here!" 

But, this was The Place: where 
there was an annual Miss Wharf Rat 
Contest (17 of 'em!) . . . where annual 

Luau Feasts were served ... where 
annual Golf Tournaments were organ
ized . . . where annual "Go Texan" 
fests were held in February, with 
$1,000 prizes given for the best cos
tume ... where Crab Races were held 
on winter weekends ... where Craw
fish Races were held on summer week
ends ... where yearly Watermelon 
Seed-Spitting C0ntests were held ... 
where Mr. Legs Contests were a 4th of 
July "must" ... where Gumbo Cook
offs were always popular ... and, of 
course, an annual Christmas Party for 

1350 NASA Road One #200 
Houston, Texas 77058 

Office 

(713) 333-9229 
Residence 

(713) 474-4875 

WE HAVE MOVED! 

INTERNATIONAL FORK LIFT INC. 
202 21st Street South 
Texas City, TX 77590 

(713) 47 4-7101 

Thank You, Seabrook Celebration . Committee! 

You've shown an ever-increasing 
number of people that Seabrook 

is a great place to visit - and to live! 

6.J...t co u 6 1 • ....... 

Bill Weaver, Vice President 

~Clear Lake National Bank 
16211 Space Center Blvd., Houston, Texas (713) 486-7800 
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sc·hedule 

CELEB TION 
· f Activities 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6 

10:00 a.m. Parade 

11 :00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Food and Games 
Arts and Crafts 
Gumbo Cook-Off 

12:00 Noon 

12:15 p.m. 

12:45 p.m. 

1:15 p.m. 

I :30 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. 

2:30 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

Music by Nashville Express 

Opening Ceremonies 

Southwind-Acoustical Light Rock 

Dance Street Studio 
Performances featuring 

the Clear Lake Hoofers & Shakers 

Presentation of Parade Awards 

Al Garza's American Karate Club 

Sunshine Generation 
Children's non:..auditioning · 
musical performance group 

Royal Academy of Fine Arts 

Auction 

Presentation of Gumbo Cook-Off Awards 

Sound System provid~ by Danny D's Music 
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~J1(~ 
all of the customers . And, that's just 
the beginning! 

WILD and TAME PLANTS 
TREES and SHRUBS 
for Coastal Growing 

Not Just Your 
Neighborhood Bar 

Maribelle's bar/ res taurant (mostly 
the first ) was not the result of a 
demographic survey, or of a brain 
trust of marketing genuises who soli
cited investments in a one-of-a-kind 
bar. Maribelle 's just happened. Well, 
almost. 

. ><=> 
Joe Hester 

(713 ) 474-2229 
3029 Todville Road 

Seabrook, Texas 77586 First of all, there was the Castaways 
Bar, which she and "Rotten Red" 

• Weddings · • Corsages · • Funerals 
• Gift Items • Balloons • Bouquets 

• Silks • Green Plants 

~ ..--, 
Taffl.ORA 

• Stuffed Animals 

FREE DELIVERY 
to Locat Hospitals 

and 
Jack Rowe Funeral Home 

474-5321 
CHARGE BY PHONE 

Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 Sat. 8-2 
2020 Bayport Blvd. (Hwy. 146) Seabrook 

I CAPTAIN WICK'S SEAFOOD RESTAURANT I 
~ Buffet ALL YOU CAN EAT 

, . 

. Lunch $4.95 person Mon-Fri. 
, Dinner $6.95 person Mon-Thurs. 

Jd $8.95 person Wkends-Holidays 

'tl/1 

A LA CAR TE SERVED AS REQUESTED .. . OPEN DAILY . 

• CATERING• WEDDINGS• PARTIES~ BUSINESSMEETINGS 
OPEN DECK TO VIEW THE WHOLE BAY 

400 11th Street• Seabrook, Texas 77586 • (713) 474-4984 

***************************** 
)CAPTAIN WICK'S SEAFOOD MARKET! 

0/tl'~ Cf!/au, §ind §,ea/2, Yeafout <ff~ l!J# (!)Ufo (!Juan, !!.iod 
OPEN DAILY 8 a.m.-8 p.m . . 

40811th Street• Seabrook, Texas 77586 • (713) 474-4792 
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Ann Agosta, one of the first Miss Wharf Rats. 

Robertson opened in 1961. This was 
shortly after she moved down to the 
area (Clear Lake Shores, at that point) 
and found that all of her old space 
friends from other parts of the coun
try were moving down here (because 
of NASA), and were arriving at h(;r 
home and partying until all hours. As 
a lark, she and pianist/ entertainer 
Rotten Red decided to "open up our 
own little place. " Why not? The area 
needed it. · 

They bought a Quonset hut from 
Ellington Air Force Base for $2,000, 
covered i_t with bamboo and decorated 
the inside with rattan. Friends did the 
wiring and plumbing. "A dreadful 

. place," she will tell you, "the roof 
leaked so bad you had to carry an 
umbrella to the ladies room." 

. And The Time Was Right 
This was a most exciting time for 

the Clear Lake area. Our first astro
nauts moved here. America had real 
true Space Heroes - and they wer~ 
our neighbors! They were America's 
cream of the crop- intelligent, whole
some, dedicated and patriotic. All 

Attorney Joe Jama ii conducting business from 
his tempora ry office at Maribelle's. 

America loved them. School boys put 
football and baseball players way in 
the background for years as they 
bought the space books, space-like 
helmets, and followed their heroes 
parades, their tests and.their missions. 

This excitement stayed at fever 
pitch for years. While the Apollo 

y astronauts Alan Shepard, Wally Schir
ra, Gordon Cooper,John Glenn, Deke 
Slayton, Virgil "Gus" Grissom and 
Scot Carpenter lived down here, the 

Houston TV broadcasters were inter
viewing their wives and children, and 
setting up cameras in their front 
yards. While it was all very thrilling 
for them, the pressure was tremend
ous. They were on duty or "on call" or 
"on stage" constantly·. So the astro
nauts, their friends and their friends ' 
friends liked to go to the Castaways 
just to "goof off" and relax. Nobody 
asked for autographs. They could act 
crazy, play football with coconut deco
rations (W ally Schirra accidentally 
broke a window - but nobly paid the 
bill). All in all, they had a ball. 

• 
SUNDAYS 

ARE FOR SEAFOOD 
ON THE WATERFRONT 

Sundays are special at The 
Flying Dutchman Restaurant 
& Oyster Bar. Your place for 
great seafood, boat viewing 
and total relaxation. 

Open Daily at 11:30 

FLYING 
DUTCHMAN 

On the Kemah Waterfront 

· for reservations call 

334-7575 

Alt Major Credit Cards Accepted 

Congratulations SeabroDk Association 
On The 1990 Seabrook Celebration 

t:f?/3. (h,L_ ~~. c:/nw <f ma;;q ~ 
~ f, Jlda~;,sJ~4¢) 

J1a4_9tkw_ ' 
Condominium & Townhome Properties 

✓r~·~· {2./U/. y~ · 
Chief of Police ~ 

/(7~~,,..£.4~.,.u v " 
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Michael R. DeHart 
Certified Public Accountant 

• Accounting. and 
Financial Services 

• Corporate Tax 
Returns 

• Corporate Tax 
Planning· 

• Financial Stc;Jtements 

1729 El Camino . Real 
Suite 205 

Houston, Texas 77058 

(713) 480~ 1606 

Our Services 
are· 

FREEi 
* Airlines 
*Cruises 
*Tours 
*Hotels 

CORPORATE/LEISURE 

(713) 326-1 012 
615 Kirby Road 

Seabrook, Texas 77586 
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In addition to the original seven Red continued playing "How H igh's 
· astronauts,EdWhite,GeneCernanand The Water, Momma?" up until "two 

Pete Conrad were drop-ins . Willie minufrs before they rescued us ," 
Nelson wrote "Bloody Mary Morn- Maribelle laughs. "Carl Prince of CBS. 

. ing" there. Houston lawyerJoeJamail, in New York, who just loved the 
· oil-well fighter "Red" Adair, and place, call~d it the 'second worst 

sports figures Ken Stabler, Darrell 
Royal, Earl Campbell, Billy "White
shoes" Johnson - all bought drinks 
there_. 

Even the demise of the Castaways 
had humor! A freak storm flooded the 
area on Valentine's Day 1969, and the 
Castaways floated out to sea. Rotten 

Maribelle's was always a meeting place for old 
friends. Pictured above are Benny Oddo, Don 
Hunt, Don Heard and others. 

tragedy in Texas history.' " 
But never, never to be daunted, 

Maribelle Easter opened her new club 
with the all-pink look in May of 1969. 

lACKIE'S and WESTERN UNION 
CHECK CASHING 15 Minute Wire Service 

•PAYROLL• GOVERNMENT 

• MONEY -ORDERS 
• TELEGRAMS • MAIL-GRAMS 

• INSURANCE DRAFTS 
• MONEY TRANSFER SERVICES 

• GLOBAL SERVICES 

HOURS: 
MONDAY thru WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY and FRIDAY 
SATURDAY 

9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
9:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 

10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

f"i si\\i:\\tSS __ H_W_Y_1_46 ____ - _N ___ _ 
't\\"'Jt~~~Soool\\S 1213 Hwy. 146 * -· ~o"~°a9t Seabrook,TX77856 ZACK/E'S 

(713) 474-3555 CHECK CASHING 

(The building, built in 1912, had been 
the summer home of an At my colonel 
and a Boy Scout Camp, but never 
before a commercial business.) So, the 
pink palace, draped with fishnets and 
whatever, opened with a rousing bang 
and the gang was called to ''come on 
over . .. " 

Miss White Sands 1957 
And, you newcomers might well 

ask, · 'How did this woman get to 

• 

Longtime friends Jack and Nita. Rowe. (Photo 
taken in early 1980s.) 

know all the famous astronauts: many 
famous Texans, and get to have such 
popular places almost overnight.?" 
And, realistically, "Clubs and bars 
come and go. Some last only a few 
months. How did these two 'bars 
become so successful, and how did the · 
second one - Maribelle's - last so 
long?" 

• Truck Mounted 
Equipment 

• Deep Steam Soil Extraction 

• Flood Water Removal · 

• Spot and Stain Removal" 

• Scotchguard® Protector 

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 
* CARPETS 

* UPHOLSTERY 
* DRA~ERIES 

• • 
g~JOY 

ClUIIIIC SIIIICI 

FREE 
ESTIMATES 

474-5138 
1805 FIRST ST. 

SEABROOK 

Fashions For EVery Occasion 

Mon-Fri. ·· 
8-6 

Saturday 
byappointment 6 
MasterCard 
VISA 

HWY.146 

MEYER 

* 
(713) 474-9222 

1302 MEYER 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 
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Your neighborhood baok. 
Friendly personal service from people who know you by name. That's what you expect from a neigh

borhood bank. And that's just what you get at First Interstate Bank. As a locally operated bank, we've 
been part of the community for many years. Our employees and their families are your neighbors. 

Not surprisingly, then, we have a vested interest in taking extra steps f I 
to meet your every need. From arranging the best possible loan terms to r;_.. 
finding the best way for you to save your money. r11 •• 

So if you want the personal touches of a neighborhood bank, come fntersfafe 
to First Interstate Bank. ' e'Bank 

Your out-of-state bank. 
Peace of mind and convenience wherever you go. That's what you expect from a bank with clout. And 

that's just what you get at First Ii:iterstate Bank. · . 
We're part of the largest retail banking system in the country, with offices in more cities and states than 

any other bank system. So with First Interstate, you can get money wherever and whenever you need it. 
You can cash checks at over 1100 offices in 18 states with the First Interstate.Bancard. And get cash 

anytime throughout the US. and Canada through CIRRUS,® the nation's largest automated teller network. 
And if you move, you can easily transfer your accounts to other First f I 
Interstate offices anywhere within our vast territory. Firsf 

So if you want hometown banking-even away from home-come to I 
First Interstate Bank. 

9 
/ntersfafe 

. Bank 

Member FDIC 

Member FDIC 

Branch Locations : HOUSTON 1000 Louis iana , 808 Trav is, 14600 Katy freeway, 9702 Bellai re Blvd ., 401 0 S. Braeswood Blvd ., 5625 FM 1960 West , 12339 Jones Rd ., 
13201 Northwest Frwy ., 10225 Almeda -Genoa Rd ., 811 7 Eas t Frwy., 17317 Nor th Frwy., 935 Gess ner , 6872 Hwy. 6 South at Bellaire, 12941 North Frwy., 1300 Post 
Oak Rd., 6161 Savoy Dr. , 900 Town & Country Lane , 1500 Waugh Dr . DEER PARK 715 Center St ., HUMBLE 123 Wes t Main , PASADENA 3700 Spencer Hwy., 
SEABRCX>K 1600 Hwy . 146atCapri Lane, SPRING 1442 Spring C ypress Rd . Houston Area Banks: ANG LETON 116 S. Velasco , CONROE N. Fra zier at W. Davis St., 

MISSOURI CITY 2440 FM 2234. Visit o ther First In ters ta te off ices th ro ughou t Texas. 
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That, too, is an "It-Could-Only
Happen-To-Maribelle" story! 

Maribelle Easter claims to have 
"lived three years almost everywhere! 
I was an Army Brat - graduated from 
school in Yokahama,J a pan, and started 
college at Tokyo-U.C.L.A. After leav
ing Japan, I lived in San Francisco, 
then to the White Sands Missile 
Range. My father was with the guided 
missiles, surface-to-air, at the White 
Sands Missile R ange. That's how I got 
involved with the Space Center crowd. 
I was the youngest GS7 ever in Civil 
Service. My job was called Range 

Julie Conway, celebra ting during one of Mari
belle's famous H alloween Parties. 

Schedule Coordinator. While I was 
working at that job, I was on "What's 
My Line?' ' as a contestant. Nobody 
guessed that I was the one who was 
the Range Schedule Coordinator . .. 
and I won the whole $50! " (She 
obviously did not look like the one 
who would be R ange Schedule Coor
dinator, because about that same time 
she was voted Miss White Sands of 
1957!) 

Maribelle m arried her boss, Bill 

-Seabrook

Mario's Flying Pizza 
&. Italian Restaurant 

• Lunch Specials • Salad Bar 
• Homemade Italian Food • 

-Pizza to Ziti 

OPEN7DAYS 
Free Delivery -. 4 PM to Closing 

474-5103 
1304 Hwy 146 @ NASA Rd. 1 Seabrook, TX 

-

AINSLIE/ ASSOC/A TES 
ARCHITECTS 
Richard C. Ainslie 

'1350 NASA Rd. '1 
Suite 118 333-184 1 

ADVENT WATERFRONT 
PROPERTIES 

Rosebud L. Caradec 

'1350 NASA Rd. 1 
Suite 118 333-1847 

c'1~S SUPER 50 
~~"' .. ilft,r~ 

.-· 

,I 

COMPLETE DETAIL 
& AUTO UPHOLSTERY 

ALL_ WORKGUARANTEED 
Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 

(713) 474-7111 
1401 Highway 146@NASA 'Rd. l 

Seabrook,Texas77586 

E SEATRE 
APARTMENTS 

1 2800 East NASA Road 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

(713) 326-1039 
.HALL MANAGEMENT CORPORATIO 

~~ 
~y~ 

ENGINE SALES & SERVICE 

N 

• Volvo • Crusader • Paragon 
• Chris Craft • Borg Warner 

• Osco • Sherwood 

B.ILL POLLARD 
(713) 474-3417 (713) 326-325 

2222 Repsdorph 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

2 

' 

e 41 Pag 

I 

I 

I 

I 

! 



Easter, who was a NASA Liaison 
Officer for Cocoa Beach, Houston and 
Washington, D.C. They moved to 
Cocoa Beach, Florida, during the time 
that was the center of everything that 
was going on in the United States 
space operation. She knew all the 

original seven astronauts and all those 
working to get the United States on 
the move in space. When the space 
race moved its central location to 
Texas, Maribelle moved too. 

Maribelle and her husband divorced 
about that time ("We are still friends," 

Club 
& Restaurant 

s◊,oA 
~~~4-

~.f>-s 

'~N INTIMATE PLACE TO DINE}} 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT TUES.-SAT.· 
Free Hors D'Oeuvres Mon.-Fri. 4:30-7:00 

Kitchen Open 11 :00 a.m. 'til midnight 

FEA-TURING 
. • LUNCHEON SPECIALS • ENTREES • HOMEMADE 

SOUP & SALAD BAR • GIANT SANDWICHES 

901 NASA Road One 486 1453 
150 YARDS WEST OF EL CAMINO REAL • 
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DASH IN FOR DINNER 
CASSEROLES - DESSERTS -SPECIALTIES 

· "Fresh" for your take out pleasure 
Beef, Chicken, Seafood, 

Regional Dishes, Vegetables, Desserts 
Two different casseroles, a vegetable and 

a dessert will be featured "fresh" each week. 

Some dishes available frozen 
We will fill your dish upon request. 

CALL FOR DETAILS 
326-FOOD (3663) 

R~BINETTE (.j DOYLE 

CATERERS 
216 Kirby Road, Tayl(?r Lake Village Open Mon.-fri. 10:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 

SEABROOK · TEXAS 
Available For Parties 

MARY & ROYSTON PATTERSON 
I 

BAY 474-2042 
AREA 713 

RES 781-7455 OFF 861-9492 

she adds), and it was back in those 
busy, hectic days in Clear Lake that 
she and "Rotten Red" Robertson first 
dreamed up the Castaways. 

Those Were The Days, 
My Friend 

Along with the local Maribelle's, 
during the years · from 1973 to 1976, 
Maribelle also owned a club in Grand 
Cayman. It was called Maribelle's Club 
Inferno in Hell, because Hell was the 
name of a town on the island. "Our 

There used to be a 
swimming pool at 

Maribelle's, which she 
later turned into a 

rrstocked catfish" pool. 
She provided cane poles 
and bait. rThat was for 
the guys who told their 
wives they were going 
fishing, so they could 
come home with fresh-

caught catfish,' 
Maribelle laughed. 

rHowever, after we were 
featured on Channel 13, 
it was heck around here! 
All the wives were calling 
- and they were angry.' 

motto was 'We've Been To Hell and 
Back,'" she'll grin and tell you. How
ever, she discovered it was too diffi
cult to try to run the two places, and 
decide~ to close it up and concentrate 
on Seabrook. (Even though one time 
when she had to get to the Cayman 
Islands in a hurry, good friend Red 
Adair flew her down in his brand-new 
Lear jet.) 

During the early years of NASA, 
when the press was covering this new 
frontier, Maribelle enjoyed the friend
ship of many of the news people. "My 



~aribelle's entry in a recent Seabrook Celebration Parade featured a model riding a pink 
dmosaur. 

PAUL U. LEE· 
La Porte Funeral Home 

• Pre-Arranged Funeral Plan 
• We Honor All Burial Insurance 

• Member National Texas 
Funeral Directors Association 

Dedicated to those we serve 

Douglas & Lou Martin 

20 I South 3rd La Porte, Texas 

BILL & MARIE'S PLACE 
SINCE 1968 

* Specializing in Down-Home 
Texas Bar-8-Que · 

* Air Conditioned * Four 25¢ Pool Tables 
* Darts And More! 

2802 Red Bluff 
Seabrook, TX 77586 (713) 4 7 4-9091 
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absolute favorite was and is Darren 
Hynch of Melbourne, Australia. They 
called him the 'Texas Bad Boy' of the 
Australian press. We still keep in 
touch," she said. 

There used to be a swimming pool 
at Maribelle's, which she later changed 
t~ a "stocked catfish" pool. She pro
vided cane poles and bait. "That was 
for the guys who told the_ir wives they 
were going fishing, so they could 
come home with fresh-caught cat
fish," Maribelle laughed. "However, 
after we were featured on a show on 
Channel 13, it was heck around here! 
All the wives were calling- and they 
were angry!" · 

Through the years, Maribelle Easter 
has been a strong supporter of the 

fMy bar was just a 
junky old bar - hut it 

was fun. People who 
came there sat around, 
· laughed and enjoyed 
themselves. That's what 

it's all about. People 
have plenty of problems, 
it's good to have a place 

to just sit and visit 
and talk.' 

community, helping all the worth
while causes and being in all of the 
parades. 

"I love it down here," she states 
simply. "I love the water and the 
friendly people. In the morning, I get 
up, go out on my porch, and watch the 
sailboats and shrimp boats and watch 
the changes in the tide and the weather. 

"My bar was just a junky old bar -
but it was fun. People who came in 
there sat around, laughed and enjoyed 
themselves. That's what it's all about. 
People have plenty of problems, it's 
good to have a place to just sit and 
visit and talk." 

She remembers Astronaut Deke 
Slayton's retirement party there. 

She remembers on her birthday, 

once, when a customer showed up 
dressed as a birthday cake complete 
with pink frosting arid a lit candle on 
his head. 

She remembers customers who plan
ned a skit (completely to her surprise) 
... A customer, dressed as a train · 
engineer, ran in yelling: "My train's 
been hijacked!" An amplifier played 
the sounds of a train wreck in the 
background. The "robbers" came on 
horses; and the "Pinkerton men" 
caught and arrested them as Maribelle 
and the other amazed customers looked 
on. 

She remembers and marvels at the 
fact that, with many families, there 
were three generations corning in. 

She remembers a parrot by the 
name of Scarlett,' who would add to 
the conversation from time to time 
with "Not tonight, Rhett!" 

And, sh: rern:rnbers fondly her 
own surprise retirement party com
plete with mariachi bands and lots of 
good friends - Carlos Villagomez, 
Jack Rowe, Cal Lasier, Benny Oddo . . . 
Dick Wells read to the crowd: "Mari
belle Easter, this is your life, or what 
you should have made of it." He joked 
with the crowd that Maribelle was 
giving the place up because "the Trin
ity River was about to flood the joint 
one more time." 

And Now ... ? 
'Tm retired. Oh, I'll visit the new 

place, Daiquiri Bay, bur I'll be on the 
other side of the bar now. I' rn going to 
spend more time with my son, Sandy 
Turner of San Leon. Travel, relax, and 
who knows what?" 

Maybe. 
But then again, if you see signs of 

construction of a new pink building 
with pink wharf rats and pink flowers 
. . . stop and ask a few questions. Who 
knows what lies ahead? 

Good, good wishes, Maribelle -
and from many, many folks .. . 

"Thanks for the memories." 

Donita Morrison and her physician-husband 
.moved to this-area 15 years ago. A transplant 
from Chicago, Donita has written for local 
newspapers, Clear Lake Area Magazine, na
tional magazines and has worked as a copywri
ter for ad agencies in Chicago, Houston and 
Clear l.Ake. She has three grown sons. 

I, 

Page 45 



By Mary Lipscomb Patterson 

N ext time you are down in the 
Seabrook Flats area (as -the 

Point used to be called), take a closer 
look at the little blue Cape Cod-style 
cottage with white porches. You will 
get a glimpse of a lot of Seabrook 
history, for this structure represents 
the old and new of Seabrook. 

Most people are not aware of the 
house much less its significance. Folks 
often ask, "Why did you build this 
rather nice home in the midst of all 
the shrimp markets ?" Well, the house 
came first, hard to believe for some; it 
pre-dates almost every building on 
the waterfront drive, except the' new 
Daiquiri Bay club. 

In the beginning, as most stories 
go, Dr. W alter Lipscomb brought his 
family, complete with live-in maid, to 
the Seabrook area for his daughter's 
health. He had been told the sun and 
salty air was healthy, so, in 1934, the 
Li pscombs took their house trailer 
and tent and spent the sumr:ner at 
Bodkins Place on Todville Road. N ot 
only does Bodkins not exist any longer, 
even the land has vanished and nothing 
remains as a remembrance of that 
first summer season. (Bodkins was 
just north and east of the intersection 
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of Second and Todville.) 
Liking the area so well, Dr. Lips

comb decided this might be a place in 
which to invest - and also spend 
more time in a bit more comfort. The 
Seabrook Flats became the chosen 
land, and for Mary, the child whose 
illness prompted the move, it was a 
giant playground with lots of sand for 
giant castles and plenty of room for 
her bay mare Lady; it was, in fact, a 
small, ·very small, mini-King Ranch. 

The purchased structure was a one
room shack with a true wood-burning . 

ThJ first summer residence of the Lipscomb 
family in 1937, located on what is now "the 
Point" area of the Seabrook fl ats. 

stove to cook on, a far cry from the 
modern structure standing there today. 

Comfort once more entered the 
picture, and the doctor decided that 
building a new and more modern 
house would really be the thing to do. 
In the fall of 193 7, "High Tide" was 
under way ... and a Seabrook land
mark was born. 

The doctor, by this time an avid 
sailor, had studied navigation and 
weather, and well knew what storms 

Seabrook Community Center in the 1940s served not only as a gathering place for 
residents but also as a shelter during hurricanes. 

The Patterson's second summer home. 

The family's third summer home. 

year and they were simply called the 
. storms of '42, '43 , '44. In one of those 
years , '43 to be exact, Or. Lipscomb 
rode out the storm in the house, and 
vowed never to repeat that activity no 
matter how mild the storm may be 

SPECIALIZING IN 
TWO & FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENTS 

COMPUTERIZED WHEEL BALANCING 
SHOCKS & STRUTS 

~ ~ 
~ fnD. 

· COMPLE TE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
SINCE 1978 

1413 Hwy. 146 
Seabrook, TX (713) 474-2461 

BAY AREA PLUMBING 
g 1J_.;:;:fJ_ 
~~ 

ELECTRIC SEWER ROOTER SERVICE 
AND DRAIN CLEANING -

LICENSED..: BONDED- INSURED 
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE 

SINCE 1962 

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 

-11474-28241 ~ 
The Patterson's summer home as it looked in 1946. 

S~ABROOK 

could do to the Texas coast. The house 
was built by Mr. Workman of LaPorte, 
and, so far, we have seen that the 
doctor did a surprising job of building 
a hurricane-proof structure. Fourteen 
pilings are buried 12 feet in concrete, 
completely surrounding the house, 
not like so many bay homes with a 
platform and house on top. The p il
ings hold the structure together even 
i( the floor is washed away. 

In 1941, the first severe storm (not 
named in those days, just known as 
the "Blow of '41 ") tested the building, 
and all living areas of the house came 
through fine, with the exception of 
the garage doors . The house then was 
re-designed (the first of many), ·and 
garage doors were eliminated from 
the second design to allow the water 
and tide to flow free beneath. It seems 
in the '4_0s we had a good blow every 

SP~Cf CITY 
CRffH GR~PttlCS 

Formerly Jans T's 'N Tops · 

2112 HWY 146 
SEABROOK, TX 77586 

(713)47 4-3471 

Beforewecoulddoalot... NOW, we can.do a lot morel 

A new name for an old friend. We're still 

going STRONG in Seabrook - same 

place, great service and quality products. 

• Volume 
Discounts 

Call For 
a Quote 

Contract Printing 
Welcome 

T-Shirts • Caps • Jackets • Screen Printing • Aprons • Advertising Specialties 
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predicted. 
Not many residents have movies of 

their homes 1n the middle of a storm 
with 4 to 6 feet of water beneath 
them. The doctor had a lot of adven
ture in him but this was a bit much, 

and he was most grateful to be · on 
higher ground during the height of 
any storm, mild or severe, over the 
next few years. Mary aud Mrs. Lips
comb spent that hurricane under the 
p rotective canopy of Stomper's Tex-

SEABROOK, TEXAS 

Thank you all for making our 
Restaurant one of the Best! 

~utd&Htd 

2511-A NASA Road One 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

Owner/ Operator 

(713) 326-1512 

aco station before moving on to the 
Seabrook Community House, the 
shelter for residents in those days. 

Consequent storms and a fire in '56 
have changed the design and eleva
tion many times, but always the origi
nal structure was there to be the key
stone of future improvement. 

When it was completed in 1938, it 
was the newest of many waterfront 
homes on 11th Street. Some of these 
dated all the way back to the early 
1900s, so we were the new kids on the 
block. The old Genoa house held 
many memories of weddings and fu n 
parties, while the Kirby house across 
the w_ay was the home of Mr. Eslenger 
and a bit more sedate. Sa yore's Drug 
Store on Todville, 'just before the old · 
bridge, had most items you needed for 
the day, and most mornings Mary 
would ride her horse to get the paper. 

At Houston Street, 11th Street made 
a sharp right ti:irn (about a block from 
the doctor's property). It was the old 
approach to the ferry _ landing in ear
lier times and Se liner's Restaurant· 
was the place to eat, about where Pier 
8 is today. Celeste Seliner was a child-

ST,N SERVICE 
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1st National Bank of Texas 
takes great pride in the service we 
provide our customers. Our teain 
of dedicated employees is committed 
to assisting you in any way possible 
with your banking needs. 
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hood friend of Mary's and their long 
summer talks went from dolls to boys, 
and meeting them at Muecke's. Such 
names as Billy Warren .and Arvey 
Chandler had their initials carved on 
the diving pier at the old swimming 
hole next to Muecke's at the bend in 
the creek in the Seabrook channel. 
That's when the creek rounded the 
bend at the Point and came back to 
Muecke's before you could ent~r the 

bay. In the '50s, they dredged the 
channel straight out from the Point 
and Muecke's slowly lost a lot of traf
fic. Then there was Pirate's Island, 
quite an adventure for a teen-ager to 
swim or row to, but it fu lfilled every 
youngster's dream of a true Robert 
Louis Stevenson Treasure Island. 

Old Doc put Seabrook on the map 
in 1947, when he took his 45-foot 
sloop The Raggmuffin on a year's 
sailing odyssey to the Caribbean and 

South Pacific. The media, local and 
national including radio and news
paper reporters, were on hand at the 
Seabrook Shipyard that cold December 
day when he arrived back in the 
U.S.A. In those days, a sailboat enter
ing Clear Creek, causing the bridge to 
go up, was an unusual sight. There 
were about a dozen sailboats in those 
days and most everyone knew each by 
name as well as who owned them, 

Muecke's after the "Big Blow" of 1943. 

such as the Shel/back, Guljstream and 
Asprey - a far cry from the nearly 
7,000 docked along the creek today. 

Carla - that name makes most 
local people stand up and take notice 
- was the infamous lady who dealt us 
so much misery in 1961. She truly 
tested the construction of High Tide. 
There was a lot of damage, yet the 
main structure and the top floor 

remained, and in due time the old 
Doc's house took on a new look with 
added rooms. It was larger and grander 
than ever, only now High Tide stood 
alone. The new kid on the block 
became the only kid and somehow, 
after the pass ing of years, it was now 
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The Patterson's cruise Galveston Bay, just off 
the Seabrook shoreline. (Note old wooden 
bridge in the background.) 

obvious she was writing history .. . 
and a new era for the Flats began. . 

It was about this time that the sea
food industry took hold and, instead 
of rebuilding their summer homes, 
most residents sold out to the seafood 
markers: 

Since Hurricane Alicia, a new face 
and a new life have come into being; a 
new segment of Seabrook's future 
lives anew in old Doc's house, an 
embryo of great things to come for 
this quiet little seacoast town - and 
High Tide will be most instrumental 
in accomplishing this. For today, Doc's 
house is inviting the world to come to 
this charming village by the sea . .. it 
has become a bed and breakfast house, 
and the B & B business has taken this 
country by storm. There are people 
coming · from England, France, Ger
many, Spain and Egypt, all booked 
here for future visits. 

A new generation, the third for this 
historic little landmark, is working 
hard to bring visitors to our commun
ity from all the continents, adding a 
new dimension to the meaning of the 
word "hospitality." In just a few years 
the business has grown dramatically, 
and soon will necessitate a new and 
much larger building to house all the 
numerous visitors. 

Yes, the future is here, and High 
Tide has come full circle. It's truly a 
landmark of the Seabrook Flats, the 
only single-family original structure 
to be in continuous use these past 52 
years. 

So, go now and take another look at 
the little blue and white cottage on the 
Point, telling yourself most likely it 
was here before you and, hopefully, it 
will be here for generations to com.e. 

For it is Seabrook, and we're might
ily proud to be just t~at. 

Mary Patterson, the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
W.E. Lipscomb, the original owners of High 
Tide, is a second-generation Texan married to 
another native, Royston Patterson, an archi
tectural designer. Together they operate the 
Bed and Breakfast on the Bay. Mary also works 
part-time as a tour escort. The Pattersons have 
two children and one grandchild, all native 
Texans. 

By Po_kie Stamper 

T here has been a lot of copy 
written in the past number of 

years about the old days of Seabrook 
and the surrounding area. Quite a bit 
has been accurate, some must have 
been rela red from a foggy memory or 

. the writer's misinterpretation . . . 
believe me, it's easy to do! 

Follow me down memory lane in 
Seabrook as I remember it from the 
1920s. Some of these remembrances 
come from Charles (Cooter) Gale and 
J.A. Ballentine Jr. Every time I talk to 
these two, we come up with some new 
tidbits of nostalgia. 

My heritage on my father's side 
starts in 1852 when my great-grapd
fa ther sailed here from Germany. 
That was the year my grandfather was 
born. William Platzer and nine other 
families hired a ship and crew to bring 
them to the Galveston area during 
one of those times when Germany 
was in turmoil. My grandfather's name 
was_ Hermann, but in the German 
pronunciation became H armon here. 

My grandfather made his living 
from the sea. He carried supplies to 
Galveston and Houston and was a 
Lighter captain. Later he took pas
sengers for hire and probably was one 
of the first charter boat captains on 
Galve?ton Bay. He also had a small 
shipyard on the Kemah side of the 
channel, at the site of what is now 
Portofino Harbour. His brother, Dan 
Platzer, had his small shipyard on the 
Seabrook side, right next to the rail-

road bridge. He also leased moorings 
in the cut-off separating the island, 
where the Seabrook Shipyard is now. 

On the Seabrook side of Clear Lake 
were some summer homes and a few 
residences. Down toward Seabrook 
was the Rugers Hotel. There really 
weren't any other water-related busi
nesses in the area until you got to 
Clear Creek on the east side of the 
railroad bridge. 

There were a number of bait camps, 
where you could rent- a skiff and be 
towed out to the hot fishing spots in 
the morning and be towed back in the 
afternoon. There were also a few cafes 
or restaurants, one of which was Seli
nas. The ferry was located about where 
Pier 8 is and was built by my grand
father and Jack Ballentine. 

Cooter Gale was born and lived in 
Kemah until later when his father 
became the railroad bridge tender on 
the Seabrook side. He made his early 
living from the waters of Clear Creek 
and Clear Lake_ until he became a car
penter. In 1929 he helped my father, 
Gene Platzer, build the first covered 
boat storage on the western Gulf 
Coast in Kemah, where Portofino is 
now. 

Clear Creek made a bend at the 
Point and turned north up along the 
bay shore. Along about where the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife's marine lab 
is now on Todville, a channel was 
dredged out into the bay. Across from 
the Point, the Kemah mainland ex
t~nded out to a shell reef until hurri-

This photo was shot from what is now Lazy 
Bend, with Clear Lake Shores on the left and 
Jennings Island (where Seabrook Shipyard is 
today) on the right. Barely visible on the 
horizon is the Rugers Hotel, where Lakewood 
Yacht Club is now located. 

,canes opened the cut there at Clear 
Creek, which was later dredged out 
for the present channel. 

The shell reef was called Goat 
Island, a great rest spot when swim
ming across the creek at the _swim
~ing hole next to Muecke's. Wes 
Muecke really had a swinging place, 
with a gas dock, a "mummy," mon
keys, boat stalls and his men;orabilia
filled restaurant and bar. Goat Island 
disappeared from subsidence and the 
t(emendous water action from Hurri
cane Allen in 1980. Allen pushed all 
of the shell and sand into the Clear 
Creek Channel (where the swimming 
hole was), completely shutting it off 
as a navigable waterway. This hap
pened even though Allen went into 
the lower Gulf Coast. If you remember, 
Allen covered the entire Gulf. 

Next to Muecke's was Pena's, where 
the Seabrook Sailing Club berthed 
some boats before finally building at 
its present location. At the approxi
mate site of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife was a building that at one 
time in the early '20s was the home of 
the Houston Yacht Club. Later, in the 
1930s, it was a restaurant - Seabrook 
Inn, I believe. 

In the early 1900s, approximately_· 
across the street from where Muecke 
later built and maybe a little south, 
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was the Seabrook Hunting and Fish
ing Lodge. This was destroyed so 
badly in the 191 5 hurricane that it was 
never restored. Sometime in the early 
1900s, the building that became the 
Seabrook H otel was built for the 
Smith family. It was later run by gen
teel Mrs. Scofield, as the Scofield 
Hotel, until Rachel Conrad McDowell 
bought it in the '40s. 

15 J.4 Third Street Seabrook, TX 77586 

Behind these buildings was a nice 
sandy area, a good location for a base
ball fie ld. The area was laid out in 
blocks and streets in the early part of 
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the century, as was the land north of 
Second Street. All of that area is now 
know n as the Seabrook Slough. Subsi
dence and storms have taken their 
toll. 

J .A. told me that the Reagan High 
School football team came down in 
the summer and stayed at the building 
that had been the Seabrook Inn. They 
worked out on what is now the Slough. 
I betcha they went swimming in the 
ol' swimming hole. 

There were many stores and busi
nesses all through Seabrook, on the 
Lake Road and along Second Street, 
which was referred to as Ferry Road. 
The dates· for some are not remem-
bered and many are long gone. , 

I was born in Kemah, at which time 
my father, Gene Platzer, had an ice 
business there from which he deli
vered.ice all over the Kemah and Sea
brook area. (I truly was the "ice man's 
daughter. ") My father built the first 
garage and filling station in Seabrook 
in the mid-1920s, on the site that is 
now Circle K. For awhile he had a 
small cafe next door and a building 
chat Mr. Rodick moved his grocery to 
from across the street. In the old groc
ery building, Mr. and Mrs. Chapline 
had a small cafe until the new bridge 
was built and the road was cut through 
along the railroad track, which became 
Highway 146. 

The road that came down from 
LaPorte made a turn to the bay on 
Second Street. It turned south on 
Todville Road and then again left on 
Eleventh Street, and then made a turn 
to the ferry. 

The Chaplines made some mighty _ 
good hamburgers . J.A. said the Rea
gan boys had to run up Second Street 
to finish their workout, and Mrs. 
Chapline always had homemade ice 
cream ·ready for them to buy. 

Let's take a ride down memory lane 
from Seabrook as it was from time to · 
time. From the Rugers Hotel, the 
next place was Lucy and Wiley Burns 
house, in which there was a small 
grocery and notions. Wiley was the 
water-well driller. That house was 
just moved to what we now call Old 
Seabrook, and the Qiamond Sham
rock has just been built there. Let's 
not forget Mr. Stearns, who had the 
weather station. The Stearns lived on 

the lake· behind where the veterinary 
clinic is now. Their house is on High
way 146 at the White Pickett Antiques. 

Next was the Palms Store, which at 
one time housed the Seabrook Post 
Office. Next door was the Seabrook 
Land Co. office, where in one half 
Olga Olsen had a notions store. 

Across the railroad track and on the 
right was Rodick's Grocery and Isen
see's Saloon, while across Second Street 
was the P latzer garage. Going on to 
the bay, there were at various times 
Ballentine Bros. Ice House and Feed 
Sto re, to later be Mrs. Beaman' s Cafe 
and then the Humble Station and 
now Yacht Equipment Specialti~s. 

Rodick moved across the street 
next door to the garage, and Mr. Cha~ 
pline had his cafe in the old Rodick 
store. Down the street was Bennet's 
Grocery, which later became Curry's 
when their daughter Genevieve took · 
over. 

The Key Bros. opened a grocery on 
the north side of Second Street; prior 
to that, Mrs. Chapman had a store . 
near there until she built the two
story store across the -street, where 
Marilyn's Antiques is now. The Lanes 
built a grocery store on Second Street, 
which later the Keys moved into; it 
later became Kane's Grocery. It is 
now Applied Design and Screen Play. 

Down the street was a library and • 
the first Seabrook school. The second 
school was on the property where 
City H all is now. The Seabrook Gram
mer School opened in 1930 on First 
Street, and along about that time the 
Community House was built. T here 
were a number of softball teams and 
you couid find a game almosr' any 
night through the summer. 

Down on Second Street just. befo re 
Todv ille was Ma Ewing's place, which 
later was Dad Allen's. The Thomp
sons had a grocery on the south corner 
of Todville and Second. Oh yes, I 
remember Mr. Will Voss' Cafe down 
across from Muecke's. 

At Tookie's location, Dick Larrabee 
had a place which burned in 1918.J.A. 
and Frances Ballentine opened the 
Dairy ·Palms there before it fi nally 
became Tookie's. Alley and Jack Bal
lentine opened a silent movie house 
in 1924 on the corner of Second and 
now Highway 146. Mrs. John Chap-
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man's father had a whatnot store;Jim 
Woodard a barber shop, which later 
Mr. Johnson took over before build
ing a store farther down Second. 

According to Cooter, the ferry went 
out in 1927 when the first bridge 
opened and Highway 146 was cut 
through, which took out some build
ings• on Second. 

Many of the old spots are ju!it 
memories and many new places have 
sprung up to replace them. Frank's 
Shrimp Hut is on the site of the Palms 
store and post office. T.he post office 
moved to Second Street next to Cur
ry's, then to Meyer where the senior 
citizen building is, and · then to the 
present location. 

I remember Mrs. Kellett, who lived 
where Whataburger is now, wheeling 
the mail bags to the second post office 
after the train dropped them off. 
There was a Hill's Cafe and Tourist 
Courts on Highway 146 just behind 
the Rodick's old grocery, which later 
became Maupin's. Mr. Maupin ran 
the garage and filling station when 
my father built the boat storage in 
Kemah. 

We had a fine town here in Sea
brook when ·you look back. We still 
have a great city. There are many 
more memories of people and places 
who and which have contributed to 
our progress. I have probably scram
bled some of these sites and/ or peo-
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ple, so please forgive. All of us need to 
get more down on paper while we can 
remember with accuracy. 

Enjoy the Celebration, and let's 
\ook forward to our more progressive 
City of Seabrook! 

Pokie St,,mper is ,, lifelong resident of the 
Cle,tr Lake dre,1. She WdS horn in Kem,,h iind 
h<1s resided in Se,,hrook since 7 946. Pokie hc1s 
,dwt1ys been dCtive in ho11ting, ,md nou,,., with 
son John owns PS Y,,chis & B011t Stuff," hrok
er<1ge ,md consignment gedr store loc<1ted ,,t 
2098 FM 2094. 
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A Letter From A Celebration Magazine Reader 
Jans T's 'n Tops 
Miramar Shopping Center 
Seabrook,Texas77586 

Dear Mrs. Brown: 

I was given your name as a Sea
brook Association member by a friend 
who requested information on the A 
Day at the Bay Celebration. The his
tory of Seabrook is of great interest to 
me as it includes part of the history of 
our family. 

The enclosed is a story that has 

been passed down in the Hecker fam
ily. Unfortunately, there are none left 
who could give more details, but per
haps the swry would be of interest to 
include in the booklet. Also enclosed 
is a copy of a New Orleans newspaper 
about the town of Seabrook during 
the 1900 hurricane. 

I have a copy of the 1987 Day at the 
Bay booklet with photos of the Rug
ers Hotel, and one for 1989. I had 
hoped to visit Seabrook in October for 

· this year's celebration, but now that 
seems doubtful. If it is possible to 

request a copy of the 1990 booklet, I 
· would like to have one. And I would 
welcome any correspondence with 
anyone with added informatioh on 
the Rugers Hotel and the families. 

Congratulations on your commun
ity efforts and pride! 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn M. Hecker 
5212 Haring Court 
Metairie, Louisiana 70006 
(504) 887 -1681 

Seabrook Remembered • • • 

T his family story takes place at 
the turn of the century. Mr. and 

Mrs. John Paul Hecker of New Or
leans, Louisiana, were vacationing in 
Seabrook, Texas, with their thre~ 
young sons. Mrs. Hecker's father, 
Charles W. Rugers, and her mother 
lived in Houston, owned.land in Sea
brook and the Rugers Hotel. Mr. 
Rugers was also a sailing enthusiast. 

On September 8, 1900, the weather 
worsened and the terrible hurricane 
came ashore, devastating Galveston 
and destroying most of Seabrook. Mr. 
Hecker got his family away from Sea
brook before the storm hit. They 

probably went to Houston. 
Less than a month after the hurri

cane, October 1, 1990, a baby girl was 
born to Mrs. Hecker. When it came to 
naming the baby, Mr: Hecker said his 
wife could name her whatever -she 
wanted, but the baby would always be 
"Seabrook" to him. The name chosen 
was Catherine Seabrook Hecker. She 
grew up, married, lived in New Orleans 
... and she was called Seabrook all of 
her life. 

The Hecker family continued their 
vacation trips from New Orleans to 
Seabrook for many years. Mrs. Hecker' s 
husband died young, then her father 

died and her brother, Charles C. Rug
ers, kept the hotel open. 

Mrs. Hecker would visit with her 
eight children. The youngest, Oswald, 
remembered that they would go by 
train. They left New Orleans in the 
evening and the trip took all night. 
Mrs. Hecker would have a stateroom; 
Oswald loved to ride right over the 

I I 

wheels of the train - it made him 
sleep real good! Another child, Laur
ette, one of identical twin girls, 
remembered playing on the porches 
of the hotel. She could look at a photo 
of the hotel and point out which room 
was hers. , 

Reprinted from the Times - Picayune - Sept. 10, 1900 

LOSS AT SEABROOK 
A Number of People .Drowned, Others Rescued 

(Special to the Picayune.) 
Seabrook, Tex., Sept. 10 - At an 

· early hour Saturday morning the wind 
arose, beginning steady and increas
ing gradually until 4 o'clock in the 

· afternoon, when it suddenly assumed 
violent velocity. About this time the 
waters began rising very rapidly, and 

I 

in a few minutes crept over the banks 
of Clear Creek at the railroad bridge. 
So rapidly did the rise occur that those 
who lived on the stream near the 
bridge became alarmed and imme
diately began preparations to escape. 
The families of Messrs. Ed J. Baker, 
W. H. Bailey and Erath Repsdorp and 

child, Henry Credo, Van Murchison, 
Mr. Buchanan and others hastily left 
their homes and started for the plat
form at Clear Creek bridge, three 
blocks away. Before they could reach 
the platform the water closed around 
them, and they waded waist deep and 
barely had time to cross the approach, 
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which is made of heavy timbers, and 
reach the platform. 

The party started up the railroad 
track in the hope of reaching high 
ground, but had not proceeded far 
before the 6 o'clock train backed up 
an4 picked up the party. On reaching 
the depot, a mile away, the party was 
augmented by several other families , 
and the train proceeded to Houston, 
arriving there shortly after 6 o'clock. 
Mr.John Harris and family, who lived 
adjoining Mr. Bailey, left by wagon 

STATE FARM 

and reached high land safely. Mr. 
Harris passed by the home of Mr. 
Fred P . Pflueger and warned them of 
the threatened danger, hut Mr. Pflue
ger thought he was safe, as he did not 
start to get away. There were others 
who thought there was no actual 
danger, and concluded to remain. They 
were Uncle George Kendall, John 
Russell, Douglas Campbell, young 
Powers, Mike -, C. C. Jerroll and 
three sailors. They shortly realized 
that the storm was more furious than 

(713) 474-7900 

• -. . 
JACK W. ROSS 

Agent 

INSURANCE 
® 

2013- Bayport Blvd. 
(Hwy. 146) 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 
"Located in Downtown Seabrook" 

SINCE 1917 

Seabrook 
Construction 
Inc.-

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Page 56 

(713) 474-5964 
(713) 474-5874 

1210 Bayport Blvd. Hwy. 146 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 

they anticipated and the little party of 
nine went to the H amilton home. 
Hardly had they reached the house 
before the water arose with alarming 
rapidity. The building sits ·nearly 10 
feet above ground, and shortly after 
11 o'clock the water was in the gallery, 
and the D ancy cottage, which adjoins, 
and is only 6 feet from Hamilton's, 
floated away and struck a corner of the 
H amilton house, almost demolishing 
it. 

The little band thought their last 
hour had arrived, bur they never lost 
heart, and with death staring them in · 
the face, they watched and waited. 
The darkness was awful in its inten
sity, and the wind reached a velocity of 
nearly 100 miles an hour, and through
out the long vigil the lightning flashed 
but once, and the scene depicted by 

· the electricity was one of desolation 
and gloom. The rushing waters and 
nothing else could be seen. Every 
moment they expected to be at the 
mercy of the raging elements, b_ut the' · 
noble little structure-stood it out while 
every other house on the beach was 
swept away. When dawn came relief 
parties from the high ground insti
tuted searching parties, and shortly 
before noon the Hamil ton crowd 
reached shore in a skiff. They said that 
the Mcllhenny home washed away 
early in the night, and those drowned 
are Mrs. and Mr. Mcllhenny and little 
son, and Mrs. H aven, Mrs. Lucy and 
her two children, a young son of Mrs . . 
Dave Rice, and the cook. Fred pflt,{eger, 
and Mrs. Pflueger and Miss Tillie 
Pflueger, Mrs. and Mr. Fred May, and 
several boarders at Mr. Pflueger's, the 
Vincent family, Al_bert Repsdorph, an 
unknown sailor who floated under the 
Hamilton house during the night; the 
Kellerman family, and one or two 
others whose names could not be 
learned. Mrs. Nicholson and Mrs. 
Jane Woodlock were crushed and killed 
by falling timbers. 

Too much praise cannot be extended 
to Superintendent Mulvey, Conductor 
Ed McGuire, the engineer, fireman 
and train crew for the consideration 
and kindness they displayed. Three 
times did they back the train from· the 
station to the bridge, and every exer
tion was used to rescue every soul. 

SEABROOK 
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1D 

TEST YOUR SHARP EYE FOR FACES IN SEABROOK! 
THE PEOPLE PICTURED ON PAGES 57-58-59-60 ARE 
EITHER LONGTIME · RESIDENTS OR BUSINESS 
OWNERS. SEE PAGE 60 FOR COMPLETE DETAILS~ 

2D 3D 

4D 5D 

SEABROOK FACES ( 1922-1965) 
Test your sharp eye for faces in Seabrook! The people pictured on pages 57-58-59-60 are either 

longtime Seabrook residents or business owners. · .-
Identify as many as you can ... and have the opportunity to win the grand prize to be given away at the 

Seabrook Celebration on October 6, 1990. Entry forms are available at any of the businesses advertising 
in this issue of A Day At The Bay. 

Shou_ld there b: more than one pair of sharp eyes, we'll have an old-fashioned Texas coin flip to 
determme who wms the grand prize and who wins the consolation prizes. 

GRAND PRIZE: 
Personal TV CONSOLATION PRIZES: 

Oonated by Seabrook House of Flowers Donated by Space City Screen Graphics 

W ARN,.!NG: Seabrook Association members and their families are not eligible! 
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Bay Elementary School 

By Sue Harral 

A s one walks down the hallway 
. of the "old building" at James 

F. Bay Elementary, one has a sense of 
history. Yes, there have been remo
deling projects over the years, but one 
can still see evidence of architecture 
designed for another time. Large win
dows, higher ceilings, wooden floors 
under carpeting, and marble walls in 
the restrooms all tell of another time. 

Look carefully past new classrooms 
and wall rearrangement, and you will 
see evidence of Mr. Bay's old office or 
Jhe cinder block-sealed vault of an old 
tax office. Walk into the gym and see 
evidence of where a stage was once 
located for the theatrical productions 
of the students. 

Many local residents attended school 
in this building. From time to time 
you will see adults walking the hall
ways, sharing with their children their 

experiences in these very rooms and 
hallways. · 

Although this building appears to 
have been here forever, this is not the 
first school building in Seabrook. One 
of the first schools was located near 
Middle Bayou. Known as the Middle 
Bayou School, it was situated some
where on what is now the property of 
Armand · Bayou Nature Center. The 
first school in Seabrook was on the 
corner of what is now NASA Road 1 
and Third Street. In 1895 it had 19 
pupils and one teacher all in the same 
room. Seabrook's second school was 

· built on a vacant lot behind what is 
now . Marilyn's Antiques (formerly 
known as Chapman's Store). This 
school was ready _for the 1898 year ... 
the year before the Big Freeze and 
two years before the Storm of 1900. 

The fourth school in Seabrook was 
built in 1930. It was painted a yellow
ish color and was located on the site of 

The faculty of Bay Elementary in 1953-1954. 
(back row) Pat Harral, Lois Counts, Martha 
Card and Elizabeth Porter; (front row) Mr. 
Bay, Kenneth Royal, Alice Royal, Ethel La Vak 
and Letha Davis (music teacher). 

the present-day City Hall. The rooms 
held double grades up to the seventh. 
There were outdoor restrooms, pot
bellied stoves in each of the rooms 
and no cafeteria. Sack lunches were 
brought by the children. After the 
seventh grade the children attended 
the Webster High School in the build
ing that is now Webster Intermediate. 
The old school was last used for regu
lar classes in 1948. The "old:' section 
of Bay Elementary was built in 1949 
and all students except kindergarten 
moved in. Kindergarten classes were 
held in the old yellow building until 
195 7. The school was used as a storage 
facility until 1965 when it · was torn 
down to make way for City Hall. 
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Additions were made in 1961, '63 and 
'64. In the 1990 school year, five por
table buildings were placed on cam
pus to handle increased enrollment. 

It may be hard to believe, but at one 
time Seabrook was an independent 
school district. Before there was a 
Clear Creek Independent School Dis
trict, Seabrook was Common School 
District #13 of the county. In 1945 
Seabrook became an independent 
school district; Mr. James Foster Bay 
became superintendent. In 1948, when 
all of the area districts consolidated, 

Mr. Bay became principal of Seabrook 
Elementary. 

Recordskeptbytheschooloverthe 
years chronicle the history of the 
community. A real "treasure" was 
found in a box of old records, consist
ing of minutes of the Parent-Teacher 
Organization from 1929 until the 
1960s. Not all of the years are com
plete, but many events in our school's 
history lie hidden in those minutes. 

Records of the names and "doings" 
of the teachers and community lead
ers indicate a real love for the child-

* Custom Alterations 
* Sequin Applications 
* Silk Flowers 
* Gifts 

Bettye Rector - Owner 

(713) 4 7 4-9466 
1426 Hwy. 146 Seabrook, TX 77586 
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Eagles' Nest 
Gallery 

MOVING ON ... 

WE'VE OUTGROWN OUR 
SEABROOK LOCATION 

AND HA VE MOVED INTO 
OUR NEW GALLERY AT 

. 511 BRADFORD IN 
"DOWNTOWN" KEMAH, 

(RIGHT ON YOUR WAY TO 
THE WATERFRONT 

RESTAURANTS). TIDS 
EXPANDED FACILITY 

ENABLES US TO 
INCREASE OUR 

SELECTION OF FINE ART, 
JEWELRY & GIFTS. 

ren. Some of the names of the early 
teachers may hold memories for some 
residents. In 1937-'38, Mr. O.T. Din
kins was the principal; Mrs. E.S.' Por
ter taught primary grades; Mrs. LL. 
shove taught third and fourth; Mrs. 

1Joe Hester taught fifth, sixth and 
seventh grades. In 1938-'39 there was 
a change - Mr. Dinkins was still 
principal but Mrs. Warren taught 
primary; Mrs. Porter taught third and 
fourth and Mrs. Hester taught fifth 
and sixth. · 

Some others that taught in the old 
yellow school were Letha Davis, Lois 
Counts, Pat Harral, Era Mae Christy, 
Pearl Dobbs and Mary Louise Sweet. 
Mr. L.J. Hallmark was assistant prin-
cipal to Mr. Bay. . 

Several Clear Creek administrators 
spent their early days teaching in Sea
brook. These were Darwin Gilmore· 
Kenneth Royal, principal of Clea; 
Lak~ Elementary; and Les Talley, prin
cipal of Ed White Elementary. 

Alice Royal, Bay's librarian today, 
began teaching in 195 3. Several other 
teachers have served this school more 
than 20 years: Cora Clevenger, Mau
rine Williams and Doris Andrews. 
Percy Thomas, . Bay's maintenance · 
supervisor, began work for the dis
trict in 1956 and transferred to Bay in 
1974. 

During the past 40 years, Bay has 
had four principals: James F. Bay, 
Tom O'Neal, Pete Quatrini and Dr. 
Cheryl Wyatt. 

In addition to the lists of faculty, 
these wonderful records tell of num
erous activities the schools sponsored. 
Halloween carnivals and May Fetes 
were big events. There were barn 
dances, womenless weddings and plays. 
Frequently, admission was charged to 
fund supplies for the school. The 
Parent-Teacher ·Organization spent 
much time in worthwhile community 
projects. Christmas baskets were pro
vided for the needy and Thanksgiving 
dinners were planned for the entire 
student body. There was also concern 
for areas outside Seabrook- in 1947 

' ' money was sent to the Texas City 
Relief Fund to help the victims of the 
explosion.· Funds were gathered that 
year to ·help fund the berthing of the 
Battleship Texas . · 

With the coming of NASA in the 

.960s, Seabrook Elementary began to 
grow. Many' of the first astronauts 
chose the areas of El Lago and Timber 
Cove in which to live; Seabrook Ele
mentary was the only school in the 
area at that time. Children of many of 
the well-known heroes attended Bay. 
The children of Neil Armstrong, first 
man to walk on the moon; Scot Car
penter, Charles Conrad, Frank Bor
man, Don Eisele, Virgil Grissom and 
James Lovell became part of the stu
den.t body. Since the beginning of the 
NASA program, many other astro
naut fathers have been helpful in· 
enriching the educational program by 
sharing their experiences in space. 

James Foster Bay 
Who was the educator for whom 

the school was named? In reading 
·about Mr. Bay or in talking to people 
who knew him, one finds a truly dedi
cated educator and a kind, caring 
individual. 

J.imes Foster Bay was born in 1904 
and grew up in Richards, Texas. His 
father was a farmer and his mother 
ran a boarding house. He received his 
BA in history and English, and his 
Masters in Elementary Education from 
Sam Houston State University. He 
also completed SO hours toward his 
doctorate. He came to Seabrook in 
1939 as a teacher; in 1948 he became 
principal. Mr. Bay taught two genera
tions in Seabrook schools and served 
as superintendent of the Seabrook 
Independent School Dis_trict until 
consolidation in 1948. 

He was very active in community 
life, a life m~mber of P.T.A., a Kiwan
ian, a member of the Masonic Lodge 
of League City, and Sunday School 
superintendent for. the Seabrook 
Methodist Church. 

Mr. Bay was married co the former 
Dorothy Stearns. They had two sons, 
Jimmy and Prentiss. 

He was an innovative pioneer in 
the field of education; he began exper
imenting with the ungraded primary. 
Newspaper articles relate that he 
initiated Parent Conference Day. In 
the ungraded primary no report cards 
were sent home, the parents attended 
conferences to learn of the children's 
individual progress. Sessions were also 
held at night so that working fathers 

could attend. 
Mr. Bay was never one to let others 

carry the work burden alone. He was 
always there to help in any way that 
he ~ould. He knew all the children by 
name. He served as principal from 
1948 until 1965, when he became 
Superintendent of Resource Materials 
for the Clear Creek district. 

James F. Bay Elementary has a tra
dition of which we can all be proud. 
Hopefully, knowing a little about our 
past will inspire us to continue .to 
strive to make this school a unique 
place of learning. 

Stte H,1rral is tt fo11rth-grt1de te,icher ttt ],llnes 
F. Etty ELem ent,1ry in Setthrook. Bom in Oxford, 
Mississippi, sh e h ,tJ li1.-·ed in Seabrook for 15 
ye,1rs. Sue lo ves T extts history ,md does gene,1-
logical rese,irch in her sp;ire tillle. Sh e is " 
m elllher of the Set1brook Associ,ttion ,md ,1 
chttrter m e11zber of the Clettr L.tke Heriti1ge 
SocietJI ,md the Bl1tehonnet Trttils Chi1pter of 
17th Century Coloni,tl Dames. 

· Mr. Bay died in November of 1968. 
The Seabrook Elementary was re

named James F. Bay Elementary in 
honor of this outstanding educator 
during Public School Week of 1969. 

QUALIFIED 
PROPERTIES 

REALESTATE BROKERAGE INVESTMENTS 

Al Fox 
Broker 

Elton Porter 
Paul Harrison 

4222 VISTA 

Horace Leopard 
Broker 

Shawn Keller 
Virginia White 

947-8023 
PASADENA, TX 77504 

BUY• SELL 
RENT•TRADE 

WE HAVE 100s OF GUITARS IN STOCK 
AND A BROAD SELECTION OF 

· KEYBOARDS, DRUMS, AMPS, PA 
SYSTEMS, LIGHTS, EFFECTS, P~RTS, 

SHEET MUSIC AND MUCH MOREi 
EXPERT INSTRUMENT AND AMP REPAIR 

- KNOWLEDGEABLE AND FRIENDLY 
SALESPEOPLE. 

(ti a] 326-5110 
1---&.-I OR DIAL D-A-N-N-Y-D-S 

-HOURS: 
M-F 11 -7 

SAT. 10-5:30 
SUN. 12-5 

CUSTOM SOUND 
REINFORCEMENT 

& p·,A.-RENTAL 

3722 NASA Road One 
Seabrook, T,xas 77586 
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Bay Elementary's New Principal 

Dr. Cheryl M. Wyatt 
By Sue Harral 

T he beginning of the 1990-'91 
school year brought many 

changes to James F. Bay Elementary. 
One very obvious change was that for 
the first time in 50+ years a female is 
the principal. Dr. Cheryl M. Wyatt 
was selected as principal in the spring 
of 1990. Since that time, she has 
directed much time and effort toward 
getting to know the school, the child
ren and the community. 

Dr. Wyatt comes to Bay with a wide 
variety of experience and an extensive 
educational background. Most recently 
she received a Ph.D. in Educational 
Leadership from Vanderbilt U niver
sity. Her dissertation dealt with tech
nology/ computers in the elementary 
schools. Dt. Wyatt received a B.S. 
from the University of Wisconsin
Menomonie in 1968. She obtained her 
M.S. in counseling in 1970 from Purdue 
University. She has also done addi
tional graduate course work in coun
seling, special education and mid
management. 

Dr. Wyatt has been a part of the. 
Clear Creek Independent School Dis
trict for approximatdy 15 years. She 
has been an elementary counselor at 
League City, Ed White and Armand 
Bayou Elementary. She has served as 
assistant principal at Whitcomb, Ar
mand Bayou, Weber, Webster Prim
ary, Clear Lake and Landolt Elemen
tary. Since 1975, she has been a 
lecturer at the University of Houston
Clear Lake. She taught graduate cour
sework in counseling, and supervised 
elementary and secondary ~eachers. 
She has also taught at the high school 
and intermediate levels. 

Dr. Wyatt is married and the mother 
of two children. Her husband Van is 
also involved in education. He is the 
Vice President for Student Enrollment 
Service at ·.the University of Houston
Clear Lake. Her son David, 17 ,

1 
and 
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her daughter Sarah, 16, are both stu
dents at Clear Lake High School. 

Dr. Wyatt is delighted to be at Bay 
- she received such a warm welcome. 
She is extremely excited to have the 
opportunity to hire and work with 
teachers who are committed and want 
to be at Bay. Dr. Wyatt noted that Bay 
has a history of community support 
and involvement, and providing for 
the educational needs of the children 
of the community. With this in mind, 
she has sought to implement several 
projects with the help of faculty and 
parents. One main goal is to increase 
parent and community involvement. 
Among several projects to keep par
ents informed is a parent newsletter. 

Two projects begun last spring 
were a teacher mentor program and a 
program to increase computer liter
acy. The mentor program will team 
seasoned teachers with pnes new to 
the profession or to the school, to 
help them to become familiar with 
the educational setting and to increase 
their teaching skills. 

Dr. Wyatt applied for and received 
two grants which will be used to 

· improve the curricula for Bay stu
dents. One grant was to fond a study 
skills program for grades three through 

Dr. Cheryl M. Wyatt 

five. This will also involve a parent 
grade-level meeting to introduce the 
parents to the program. The second 
grant is a writers ' workshop program 
that will involve the students and 
teachers in an extensive writing effort. 
Writing folders will be maintained 
for all students. A children's publish
ing center will be developed along 
w~th a rare-book section in the library 
to showcase the children's writings. A 
writers' workshop will be held in the 
spring to celebrate writing. 

Another.large undertaking will be 
.the development of a Bay Media Cen
ter to organize and maintain teaching 
materials for instruction at all grades. 

Congratulations 
Seabrook Association 
For A Job Well Done! 

A Friend 
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Pll~ATf:S 
IJANDING 

CLEAR LAKE'S NEWEST WATERFRONT APARTMENT COMMUNITY 

Interior Amenities 
• Ceramic Tile Entry • Frost Free 
Refrigerator• lcemaker • Microwave 
• Washer/Dryer in each unit• Fireplace 
• 9 Foot Ceilings with Crown Molding 
• Vaulted Ceil ings• Ceiling Fans 
• Outside Storage 

Exterior Amenities 
• Private Marina •Pool • Hot Tub 
• Tennis Court • Access Gates 
• Clubroom with Big Screen TV 
• Covered Parking• Sand Volleyball 
Court • Private Beach • Cable TV 
• Picnic Area w/Grills • Exercise Room 

SIX DIFFERENT FLOOR PLANS FROM WHICH TO CHOOSE 

2727 NASA ROAD I • SEABROOK, TX 77586 • (713) 326-3535 
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Enjoy a Unique t)_..♦ 
~ Serving Galveston Bay Boaters Park-Like Atmosphere 

For50 Years! · 

MARI A OFFICE 
• Pool overlooking Clear Lake 
• · Storm tested levees 
• Self-tending tide risers 
• Double piers on most slips 
• Free lockers w/most slips 
• Deepwater slips (10 ft.) 
• On site uniformed security 
• Five AC bath houses 
• No wave action from 

Clear Lake 

1111111111 

• Parking close to the boat 
• BBQ grills - picnic areas 
• Washers - snack machines 
• Clubhouse - playground 
• Ships store 
• Fuel & bait dock 
• Yacht dealers-show docks 
• Waterfront restaurant 

w/courtesy dock 
• Best Location 

• Covered, Floating & Fixed Slips 
• Dry storage spaces available w/self service crane launch 

REPAIR YARD 

• Open Saturdays • Westerbeke Generators 
• Bottom Jobs • Marine air conditioning 
• Paint Shop • Engine installation 
• Fiberglass repairs • Estimates 
• Ship's Carpenter • Haul outs to 65 ft. 
• Electrical • Quick Hauls 
• Welding • Yacht customizing 
• Rigging & Commissioning • Blister Repair & prevention 

NEW CONCRETE FLOATING DOCK 

EXPERIENCED YARD- SAIL & POWER 

Visit Our Brokerage Show Docks 
Boats Unlimited · Anchor Yacht 

BAY WATER Dealer for Newport ~ales. Inc. Regatta 
SHIP'S STORE Sailboats 24'-41' and Restaurant Com-pac Sailboats 14'-27'. MACH 1 

Complete Line of Since 1958 
Good selection of brokerage Performance powerboats 

Clothing, Gear, Hardware boats at Seabrook Shipyard from 16' to 34' Fine Food & Cocktails 

474-5529 and 803 FM 2094 in Kemah. Quality Power Brokerage 474-3432 
CT~i;A~S (713) 334-2559 

Seabrook Shipyard 
(713) 474-4192 

fl SACKETT/Meeker's ~ Yachtw0rld 
~ Texaco SAIL & POWER BROKERS 

Authorized Dealer For 
The Finest I FUEL DOCK Seabrook 

'i/ERICSDN 
Yacht Refinishing 100 Octane Gas• Beer 

on the 
Iii; Ice • Sandwiches Yacht Brokerage Cl Live Bait • Offshore Bait & Tackle 'V' .Ac::: ,-,-,-Eil 

Gulf Coast! :a • CNG REFILLS Sail • Power 713-474-7411 - OPEN 7 DAYS• 474-2719 Office Nights ,. 
(713) 474-2126 See our ad in the brokerage c;ection. 

(713)474-4140 (713)538-1125 @ 




